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This invention relates to articles of footwear, and more 
particularly to a scandal of the air-cushioned type. 
A main object of the invention is to provide a novel 

and improved article of footwear having an intiated foot 
supporting portion, the article being simple in construc 
tion, being attractive in appearance, and Ibeing comfortable 
to wear. Y 

A further ‘object of the invention is to provide an im 
proved fair-cushioned sandal which is inexpensive to manu 

’ facture, which is durable in construction, which is adapted 
to be attached to the wearer’s foot without requiring the 
use of fastening straps, and which provides a'yielding but 
comfortabie support for the user’s foot. 

`Further objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the following description and 
claims, and from the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective View of an improved air 

cushioned sandal constructed in >accordance with the pres 
ent invention. p 

FÍGURE 2 is a longitudinal vertical cross sectional View 
taken through the sandal substantially on the line 2_2 of 
FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse vertical cross sectional view 

taken substantially on the line 3_3 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a transverse vertical cross sectional view 

showing the components of the sandal in separated posi 
tions. i 

FIGURE 5 is »a fragmentary perspective view of the' 
iniiatable inner cushion member of the scandal of FIG 
URES 1 to 4. 
FliGURE 6 is a fragmentary transverse vertical cross 

sectional view showing a modification of al portion of the 
‘ sandal wherein the inflatable cushion element «and the 
fastening strip of the sandal are formed integrally. ’ 

Referring to the drawings, and more particularly to 
FIGURES 1 to 5, 11 generally designates an improved 
cushioned sandal constructed in accordance with the 
present invention. The sandal 11 comprises a relatively 
rigid main body 12 which has a contour to conform with 
the general shape of a person’s foot, said main body 12 
being of molded plastic or other suitable durable material. 
The bottom surface of the ‘body 12 may be ribbed, cor 
rugated, or otherwise formed with a suitable gripping 
pattern. 
The relatively rigid main body 12 is provided with 

the upstanding continuous marginal wall or rib 13 delin 
ing a recess 14, and said body 13 is further formed in 
said recess with a plurality of upstanding integral pin 
elements 15 located adjacent the marginal wall or rib 
13 and radially spa-ced along said marginal rib inthe 
manner shown in FÍGURF. 1. 
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Designated at. 1d is .a »rubber Ifastening strip which is . 
shaped to closely ñt inside the cavity 14 against the inside 
surface of the continuous marginal rib 13, the strip 16 
being formed with apertures 17 spaced to receive the pins 
15. The inside surface of «the fastening strip 16 is‘con 
cave, as shown at 18, fora purpose presently to be de 
scribed. ' 

Designated at 19 is an inñatable cushion member which 
comprises a hollow body of iniiatable material, such as 
rubber, plastic material, or the like, shaped to ñt closely 
inside the fastening stripl 16 and having the convex outer 
edge 20 engageable in the concave channel 18 on the in 
side surface of the »fastening strip 16. The hollow body 
19 is provided with an inñation valve 21 at the inter 
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mediate portion of one side edge thereof, for admitting air 
into the hollow body 19 by means of a suitable air pump 
or other inflating device provided with a hollow needle 
which may be inserted into the aperture of the valve 21. 
The valve 21 is of conventional construction and may be 
of the type having an inner ñap which is held over the 
mouth of the valve to prevent air from escaping there 
through after the body 19 has been inserted to the desired 
pressure. A suñicient quantity of air is introduced into 
_the body 19 to provide a comfortable and yieldable cush 
ioning action. 
The top Wall 22 of the inñatable body 19 is integrally 

formed with a plurality of spaced suction cups 23 which 
face upwardly and which are adapted to be grippingly 
engaged with the underside of the wearer’s foot, the suc 
tion cups 23 being distributed over the area of the top 
wall 22 in the manner illustrated in FÍGURES l, 2 and 5, 
so as to grip the underside of the user’s foot at adjacent 
points distributed over the foot area. Thus, a relatively 
large number of suction cups 23 are provided respectively 
at the sole and heel portions of the cushion member 19, 
whereas relatively few suction cups 23 are provided in 
the region between the sole and heel portions, for exam 
ple, a single line of suction cups 23 may be provided in 
the area underlying the arch portion of the foot. The top 
wall 22 is furthermore provided with transversly extending 

’ ribs 24 which serve to somewhat reinforce the top wall 
22 mechanically, as well as providing a ymassaging action 
on the lunderside of the wearer’s foot. 

In assembling the sandal 11, the fastening strip 16 is 
first placed in the cavity 14, the apertures 1‘7 being forced 
over the pins 15, so that the strip is secured closely adjacent 
to and in continuous contact with the inside surface of the 
upstanding marginal wall 13 of main body 12. The cush 
ion member 19, inflated to a suitable pressure is then 
forced into the space inside the strip 16, the convex edge 
20 of the cushioning member lockingly engaging in the 

‘ concave channel 1S at the inside surface of the strip 16, 
whereby the cushion member 19 is locked within the strip 
16. The pressure in the inflated body 19 provides an out 
ward force ‘which acts against the fastening strip 16 and 
locks it with respect to the upstanding relatively rigid 
pins 15. 
As will be readily apparent, the sandal may be fastened 

to the foot by merely stepping downwardly onto the ex 
posed top wall Z2 of the cushion member 19, the suction 
cups 23 being forced against the bottom surfaces of the 
foot and gripping same. Thus no fastening straps or other 
fastening means are required. 
As shown in FÍGURE 6, the inflatable cushioning 

body 19 may be integrally combined with the fastening 
strip 16 by yforming the elements in the same mass. Thus, 
in FIGURE 6 the body of the inflatable member 19' is 
integrally provided with the marginal portion ld'having 
the apertures 17' adapted to receive the upstanding pins 
1S of the main relatively rigid body 12 of the sandal. The 
top wall 22’ of the inflatable member 19' is formed in the 
same manner as in the previously described form of the 
invention, namely, is provided vwith the integral upwardly 
facing suction cups 23 and the transversely extending up 
standing ribs 2d. The sandal formed by using the cushion 
member shown in FIGURE 6 is assembled in substantially 
the same manner »as previously described, except that only 
a single step is required after the body 19’ has been in 
serted, namely, the forcing the body into the cavity 14 

. of the rigid main supporting body 12 of the sandal with 
the pins 15 received in the apertures 17’. 

While certain specific embodiments of an improved 
air-cushioned sandal have been disclosed in the foregoing 
description, it will be understood that various modifications 
within the spirit of the invention may occur to those skilled 
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in the art. Therefore, it is intended that no limitation be 
placed on the invention except as defined by the scope of 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A sandal comprising a relatively rigid main body 

formed with a recess generally in the shape of a foot, a 
plurality of upstanding pins integrally formed ín said 
main body adjacent the Walls of the recess, an inflatable 
cushion member shaped to be received in said recess, 
means to secure the edge portions of the cushion member 
to said pins, and a plurality of upwardly facing suction 
cups on ̀the top surface of the cushion member. 

2. A sandal comprising a relatively rigid main body 
formed with a recess generally in the shape of a foot, a 
plurality of upstanding pins integrally formed in said main 
body adjacent the walls of the recess, an inñatable cushion 
member shaped to be received in said recess, means to 
secure the peripheral edge portion of the cushion mem 
ber to said pins, a plurality of upwardly facing suction 
cups integrally formed on the top surface of the cushion 
member, and a plurality of upstanding parallelV spaced ribs 
integrally formed on the top surface of the cushion mem 
ber. 

3. A sandal comprising a relatively rigid main body 
formed with a recess generally in the shape of a foot, a 
plurality of upstanding pins integrally formed in said 
main body adjacent the walls of the recess, an inflatable 
cushion member shaped to be received in said recess, a 
resilient deformable continuous fastening strip engaged 
in the recess adjacent the inner side wall surface thereof, 
said strip having apertures receiving said pins, the periph 
eral edge portion of the cushion member being lockingly 
received inside the fastening strip, whereby to secure the 
cushion member to said pins, and a plurality of upwardly 
facing suction cups on the top surface of the cushion 
member. 

4. A sandal comprising a relatively rigid main body 
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formed with a recess generally in the shape of a foot, a 
plurality of upstanding pins integrally formed in said main 
body adjacent the walls of the recess, an inflatable cushion 
member shaped to be received in said recess, a resilient 
deformable continuous fastening strip engaged in the re 
cess adjacent the inside wall surface thereof, said strip 
having apertures receiving said pins, the fastening strip 
having a concave inside surface lockingly receiving the ' 
peripheral edge portion of the cushion member, whereby 
to secure the cushion member to said pins, and a plurality 
of upwardly facing suction cups integrally formed in the 
top surface of the cushion member. y 

5. A sandal comprising a relatively rigid main body 
formed with a recess generally in the shape of a foot, 
a plurality of upstanding pins integrally formed in said 
main body adjacent the walls of the recess, an inñatable 
cushion member shaped to Ibe received in said recess, a 
«resilient deformable continuous fastening strip engaged in 
the recess adjacent the inside wall surface thereof, said 
strip having apertures receiving said pins, the fastening 
strip having a concave inside surface lockingly receiving 
the peripheral edge portions of the cushion member, 
whereby to secure the cushion member to said pins, a 
plurality of upwardly facing suction cups integrally formed 
in the top surface of the cushion member, and a plurality 
of upstanding parallel ribs integrally formed on the top 
surface of the cushion member. 
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