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STRUCTURES 
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Filed Jan. 2, 1962, Ser. No. 163,472 
13 Claims. (El. 3l2—--lll) 

This invention relates in general to cabinet construction 
and in particular to improvements in a connector spline 
arrangement for releasably securing adjacent cabinet 
structures together in side by side relationship. 

In cabinet installations, especially in today’s modern 
restaurant, drugstore and cafeteria, it has become- de 
sirable to align several individual cabinets in side by side 
relationship. Not only from the designer’s point of view, 
but to conserve space, ef?cient arrangement and opera 
tion for the employee, compact installation of service 
lines for the equipment within the cabinets and ease of 
maintenance, it has become necessary to secure the cab 
inets in contigusus relationship yet enabling removal of 
any one individual cabinet for maintenance or replace 
ment. 

Heretofore, a plurality of cabinets have been secured 
in side by side relationship by bolting each cabinet to 
the next through openings in the side wall or corners. 
Another more recently employed practice for securing 
cabinets in contiguous relationship is to utilize a tongue 
and groove arrangement whereby the continuous linear 
tongue ?ts into an oftsetarrangement in the cabinet top. 
This type of connection has caused the attachment of 
the upper portion of the cabinet to the cabinet top to 
be located some distance back from the peripheral edge 
of the cabinet top which creates an appreciable amount 
of leverage that usually pulls recesses or dimples in the 
cabinet top when a force is exerted thereon. Further, 
the peripheral edge of the cabinet top is supported, only 
by the tongue member. _ . 

Another inherent disadvantage of the prior connecting 
devices is found when a plurality of cabinets are secured 
in a contiguous line in side by side relationship, an in 
dividual cabinet cannot be removed from the line with 
out ?rst starting at one end and pulling each successive 
unit away from the next until the one to be removed is 
reached. This could also involve considerable discon 
nesting of electrical connections and water and gas con 
nections. 

t is therefore, the primary object of this invention 
to provide an improved connector spline for securing 
a plurality of cabinets in side by side relationship which 
eliminates the shortcomings of prior devices of this char 
acter. 
A speci?c object of this invention is to provide a con 

toured spline for interconnecting adjacent cabinets where 
by the cabinets are held in perfect alignment in all direc 
tions with abutting surfaces forming a smooth thin hair 
line seam. - 

Another object of this invention is to permit inter 
connection between adjacent cabinets which may be easily 
removed to permit removal of a cabinet for maintenance 
without prior side movement of adjacent cabinets. 
A further object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved connection ‘between-adjacent cabinets of a plu 
rality of cabinets in side by side relationship which secures 
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the top surfaces of the cabinets in tight abutting relation 
ship and maintains the top surfaces from subsequent sep 
aration or elevational changes. ‘ 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

an ‘improved connector for securing mating surfaces of 
adjacent panels together in secured relationship which 
is simple in design, rugged in construction, economical 
to manufacture and is easily installed and removed with 
a minimum of effort and tools. ‘ - 

Many other advantages, features and additional ob 
jects of the present invention will become manifest to 
those versed in the art upon making reference to the de 
tailed description and the accompanying sheets of draw 
ings in which the preferred structural embodiments in 
corporating the principles of the present invention are 
shown by way of illustrative example. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front perspective view illustrating three 

cabinets secured in abutting relationship by the connector 
spline of this invention; . 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary exploded view in perspective 

illustrating the relationship of non-insulated cabinets with I 
the connector spline of this invention; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view in side 
elevation taken along the line 3~3 of FIG. 2 illustrating 
the connector spline relative to the component parts of 
a full cabinet structure; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary exploded view in 

perspective illustrating the mating of the connector splines 
with pre-formed channel members that are disposed on 
the cabinet; ' 
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the preferred connector 

spline of this invention utilized incabinets permitting 
access to abutting ffange members below the cabinet top; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view'taken along the line 6-6 

of FIG._ 5; » > 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary, partially sectioned end view 
illustrating the relationship of the preferred connector 
spline with the abutting edges of non-insulated cabinets; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary, exploded'view in front per 
spective illustrating the relationship of the connector 
spline of this invention where bothrcabinets are insulated 
or not accessible from below the cabinet top; ' 
FIG. 9 is a top plan view of the connector spline of 

this invention utilized on cabinets where both adjacent 
cabinets are insulated or not accessible from‘below the 
top surface; 

FIG. 10 is a sectional view taken along the line lit-10 
{of FIG. 9; and ' . _ 

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary, partially sectioned end 
view illustrating the relationship of the connector spline 
of this invention when applied to cabinets having insula 
tion mounted in the side walls thereof. 
By way of generalization for a better understanding of 

the detailed description to follow, securement of adjacent 
cabinets is accomplished by the utilization of a plurality 
of contoured splines inserted in grooves transversely 
formed in the upper surface of channel members secured 
between the cabinet top and the cabinet. Coordinating 
with the plurality of contoured splines, to secure and align 
the cabinet. and to support the cabinet from the floor is a 
plurality of adjustable leg members slidably received in 
channel members secured on the under surface of the 
cabinet whereby horizontal movement is easily made to 
provide support of the cabinet as needed. ' ‘ 

Referring now to the drawings, and speci?cally to FIG. 



3 
l, the reference numerals 1t), 12 and 14, indicate three 
cabinets secured in abutting side by side relationship 
by the connector spline arrangement of this invention. It 
is to be understood that the connector spline of this inven 
tion may be suitably used to secure various types of cabi 
nets, such as, o?ice ?ling cabinets, book shelves, display 
cases, etc., and has been illustrated in the drawings and 
shall be described in the speci?cation in relation to soda 
fountain and food service equipment by way of example 
only since it is in this line of cabinets that the connector 
spline ?nds its greatest functional application. 

Cabinets 10, 12 and 14 may house any one of several 
different units, such as, a refrigerator or ice maker, ‘a sink, 
a shelving unit or compressor enclosure, a soda fountain, 
a hot or cold food preparation unit, to name but a few 
of the many individual units necessary to complete a food 
service line. Each of the cabinets provides an upper 
portion consisting of a cabinet top 16, and a back splash 
board 18 and a lower supporting portion consisting of 
adjustable spaced apart legs 20. The body of the cabinet 
is substantially of conventional con?guration and provides 
a back Wall 22, front wall 24, bottom wall 26 and parallel 
side Walls 28 and 30. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, and more 
speci?cally to FIGS. 2, 3 and 7 a preformed channel mem 
ber 32 is secured preferably by welding, along the upper 
edges of the parallel side walls 28 and 30. The channel 
members 32 provide contoured rear end portions 34 which 
extends rearwardly a substantial distance past the back 
wall 22 of the cabinet and contoured front end portions 
36 which extends outwardly from the front wall 24 of 
the cabinet. 
A back brace 38 is secured, preferably by Welding, to 

the rear end 34 of each of the channel members 32. It 
is to be noted that the back braces 33 and the channel 
members 32 are angularly contoured in a manner that 
upon being secured together, a rearmost surface 46 of the 
back brace 38 is at right angles to the top of the channel 
member 32 with a forward edge 42 of the back brace 
angularly disposed to the top of the channel member. 
As best seen in FIG. 7, the channel members 32 are 

substantially of C con?guration having a lower leg 44, an 
upper leg 46, a center web portion 43, and a lip 50 ex 
tending downwardly at right angles from the outer edge of 
the upper leg 46. 
The lower legs 44 of the channel members 32 are se 

cured to the cabinets with the outer edges thereof adja 
cent the upper edge of the cabinet side walls 28 and 30 
respectively. 

Referring briefly to FIG. 4, the upper legs 46 of the 
channel'members are provided with a plurality of spaced 
grooves 52, which are formed transverse to the length of 
the channel members. The grooves may be readily formed 
by any suitable process, such as by stamping, whereby 
raised portions 54 are presented to be welded to the un 
der surface of the cabinet tops 16. The front end 36 
of the channel member 32 is contoured to angularly re 
ceive the cabinet top 16 and is similarly formed to pro 
vide a groove 56 with raised portions 58 being welded to 
the under surface of the cabinet top 16. 
As is now readily understood and as best seen in FIG. 

3, the grooves 52 and 56, when formed, provide the bot 
tom and side walls with the counter top 16 providing an 
upper ‘wall ‘for the groove when welded to the raised por 
tions 54 and 58. 
The cabinet top 16 is preferably formed from one 

piece of material, such as, stainless steel, and is extended 
upwardly and welded to the back brace 38 with the upper 
portion of the top adjacent the peripheral edge thereof be 
ing angularly contoured outwardly and then backwardly, 
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as indicated by the numeral 60. A retaining strap 6-2 is ’ 
received within the angular portion 63 and has one end 
secured by screw members 63 with the other end extend 
ing outwardly therefrom to be received in a simiiar an 
gularly formed portion on the abutting cabinet. 

[5. 
As best seen in FIG. 3, cross support members 64 may 

be disposed across the cabinet top between the two chan 
nel members 32 to support the center pontion of the 
counter top 16 when a large surface area is to be cov 
ered. 

Secured to the bottom wall 26 of each cabinet is a 
pair of channel members, a front channel 66 and a rear 
channel 68. Channels 66 and 68 are secured in parallel 
relationship and extend across the entire width of the 
cabinet. The front vchannel 66 is preferably set in, as 
seen in FIG. 3, to provide a spaced recess under the cab 
inet for sanitation, for the employees feet and to eliminate 
the channel member from view. 

Adjustable supporting feet 20 are rigidly secured to a 
short channel member 70 which is slidably received with 
in the channels 66 and 68 and may be easily slid along 
the width of the cabinet to provide support as desired, 
and as best seen in FIG. 2, the supporting feet are prefer 
ably positioned between the abutting cabinets. By pro 
viding only one supporting member between the abutting 
cabinets rather than two supporting members, one on 
each cabinet, the normally experienced di?iculty of clean 
ing between two closely spaced legs is eliminated and 
the chances for foreign particles to collect around one 
leg is considerably less than two. 
The ‘feet 20 may be vertically adjusted by the rotation 

of a lower portion 72 which is threadably received in an 
upper portion 74 that is rigidly secured to the channel 70. 
A telescoping outer two piece housing, an upper portion 

83 and a lower portion 35, is disposed over the feet 20. 
The upper housing portion 83 is secured against the por 
tion 74 by a set screw 87. The lower housing portion 85 
has an outside diameter which is slidably received in the 
upper housing portion 83 and is secured to the lowermost 
end of the rotatable portion 72. To insure full use of 
the vertical adjustment derived from the mating threaded 
portions 72 and 74, preliminary setting is readily obtained 
by removing housing portion 85 and cutting off the lower 
portion 72 to the approximate desired length. In similar 
manner, the lower edge of the upper housing portion 83 
may be cut off if necessary. . 
When the feet 26 have been slid in channels 66 to 68 

to the desired position, the channel member 70 is secured 
against further horizontal movement by a pair of spaced 
apart set screws 73. The set screws 73 are threadably 
received through the side of channel 70 and extend out 
wardly until the end engages the inner surface of the 
channel 66 or 68. 
The channel members 66 and 63 also provide a locking 

surface for attaching a releasable kick plate 75. As best 
seen in FIG. 3, the kick plate is secured to an angle bracket 
77 by knurled locking screws 79. The bracket 77 is con 
toured to ?t Within the channels 66 ‘and 68 and is readily 
anchored by a hold down screw 81 in the identical manner 
as the feet 20 are anchored in the channels 66 and 68. 
The kick plate 75 may be quickly removed, to permit 
cleaning under the cabinets, by removing the knurled 
locking screws 79. 
With the cabinets constructed as just described, they 

are placed in side by side relationship with abutting edges 
of the cabinet tops 16 meeting in solid physical contact. 
The channels 32 will be adjacent one another, as shown 
in FIGS. 4 and 7, with the opposing grooves 52 and 56 
on each channel member in direct alignment with one 
another. 

Referring now speci?cally to FIGS. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, 
a contoured spline 78, having substantially identical 
thickness, Width and length as two aligned grooves 52 of 
abutting channels 32, is inserted into the groves 52 to 
form an interlock between the adjacent cabinets. The 
contoured splines 78, as they are inserted into the grooves, 
will anchor the two cabinets into proper vertical alignment 
and brings the abutting edges of the cabinet tops 16 to 
exactly the same level or identical elevation. The splines 
78 are provided with a leg portion 80, disposed at an 
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‘angle greater than 90° from the plane of the spline sur 
face, to facilitate insertion and subsequent removal of 
the splines. It being readily understood that by having 
the depending or angular leg 80 greater than 90°, a screw 
driver or a wedging instrument may be easily inserted 
between the leg 80 and the side wall of the channel mem 
ber 32 to aid in removing the spline. 
A similar, but narrower spline 82 is disposed in the 

grooves 56 in the forward end v36 of channels 32 which 
further aids in proper front to back alignment and secure 
ment of the two adjacent cabinets. ‘ 
As best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, a plurality of the splines 

78 are spaced along the entire depth of the cabinet to 
insure over-all positive alignment and securement. 

_ Having inserted all of the splines, it is desirable, but 
not necessary, to further secure the adjacent'cabin'ets by 
bolting them together. This is readily‘accomplished by 
inserting a bolt member 84 from one side of one of the 
channel members 32 for threading engagement with a se 
curing clip 85 releasably disposed on the lip 50 on adjacent 
abutting channel member 32, as best seen in FIG. 7. 
' The securing clip 85 is readily removed, and by ‘pro 

‘ viding a double set of holes, spaced apart atvpredeter 
mined distances on both the lips 50 and the web portion 
48, channels 32 may be bolted together from either side '\ 
as desired. 

It is now readily seen that the two adjacent cabinets 
are brought together and secured in proper alignment in 
all directions. The retaining strap v62g interlocks and 
secures theupper back portion of the splash bozirds 18, 
the splines 78 and 82 align and secure the upper‘ portion 
of the cabinet top in‘ perfect abutting relationship and 
the interconnection of the channel 79 in the channels 66 

. and 68 between the adjacent cabinets secures and aligns 
the lower portion of the cabinets‘. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

To those skilled in the art, it is readily understood that i‘ 
not only is there provided a novel means to quickly and 
simply secure the adjacent cabinets, but securement 'is 
accomplished in such a manner to provide a solid, smooth, 
thin hairline seambetween ‘the two cabinet tops which 
facilitates ‘cleaning of the cabinets and eliminates any 
possible subsequent formation of a ridge or crevice for 
the collection of food particles which ‘ultimately would 
lead to contamination and breeding of bacterial germs. 
To further facilitate the speed of assembly, it has, been 

found thatif the bolts 84 are provided with an Acme 
‘thread which conventionally has flat top crests they alone 
will serve to align the holes and preliminary precision 
alignment of the openings in the channels 32 will not be, 
required. > The two abutting channel members 32 are 
quickly and easily drawn together. As seen in FIG. 7,‘ 
the edges ofthe adjacent counter tops will abut before 
the adjacent channel members 32 come together. Thus, 
as thebolts 84 are'tightened, the abutting edges o'f'the 
counter tops will be drawn in tighter physical contact. ' 
The above description of the contoured splines 78 and 

the bolt members 84 ?nds use when securing adjacent 
cabinets which do not require ‘insulated top and walls and 
permits ready access beneath the cabinet top for insertion 

_ of the splines 78 and the bolts 84. _Frequcntly, both 
adjoining cabinets require insulated top" and side walls 
or are so ?nished as to prevent access to the channel 
members 32. , 

’ Referring nowrto FIGS, 3, 9, l0, and 11, an alternate 
embodiment of the connector spline of this invention is 
illustratedifor securing insulated cabinets in side by side 
relationship. ’ ’ _ ,. . 

The concept of alignment and securement of the 
cabinets in the application ‘of this embodiment is sub 
stantially the same as the above described‘ embodiment. 
,The cabinets are pre-constructed ‘and of, similar con?gure: 

‘ tion with the channel members 32 secured at the edges 
thereof as previously described. _ 
As best seen in FIGS. 9 and 10, a contoured spline 86 

is provided having outer dimensions substantially equal to 
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that of the dimensions of aligned grooves 52 of abutting 
channels 32. A pair of depending abutments 88 are 
formed in spaced apart relationship on the spline 86. As 
seen in FIG. 11, the abutments 88 seat in the space be 
tween the abutting legs of each of the channels 32 when 
the channels are brought together in secured relationship. 

In securing insulated ‘cabinets'together, the splines 86 
are inserted into the grooves 52 and 56 on one of the 
cabinets with the abutments 88 preventing it from pass 
ing on through the grooves. The other cabinet is then 
slid up adjacent the ?rst cabinet with the extending ends 
of the splines 86 engaging the mating aligned grooves 52 
and 56. 'i . 

With the splines 86 disposed between thecabinets, the 
cabinets ‘may be secured by bolts 90‘ which extend 
through the installationto engage the clip 85 on the 
opposing lip 50 in similar manner as previously described 

7 and as best, seen in FIG.‘ ll. Frequently, it is‘impossibl'e 
to have access to the upper wall of the insulated cabinet 
as shown in FIG. 11 and the bolts 90 must pass through 
a lower portion of the cabinet side walls with a bearing 
plate 92 positionedbeneath the head of the bolt 9% and 
under the securing nut to transmit the securing force over 
a greater area as best seen in FIG. 8. ~ 

It is now readily understood that the securement of a 
plurality of cabinets in side by side relationship to form 
a food service line may be easily accomplished with a 
minimum of eifort whether adjacent cabinets have in 
sulated walls ornot and'the desired smooth hairline seam 
between the abutting cabinets is attained which provides 
an over-all outer appearance of unitary construction. An 
other feature, previously mentioned, which is now readily 
apparent tovthose skilled inthe ‘art, is that the cabinets 
which do not require installation, may be easily removed 
from the service line'without movement of either of the 
immediately adjacent units by simply removing the con 
toured splines 78 and 82, ‘removal of the bolts 84 and 
loosening of the screw members 63 on the upper surface 
of the splash panel 18 to release the retaining strap 62. 

Although we have shown and described the preferred 
embodiments of the invention for securing both insulated 
and non-insulated cabinets, it will be understood that the 
invention is not limited to the exact construction shown 
and described, but that various changes and modi?cations 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as de?ned in the appended claims. a 
What is claimed‘ is: i‘ _‘ 
1. An assembly of cabinets comprising a plurality of 

cabinets secured in side by side relationship, each of said 
cabinets having a front wall, a back wall, a bottom wall 
and parallel side walls, a pair of ?rst channel members 
secured along the top of and parallel to the side walls 
having alignable pairs of opposing grooves disposed trans 
"versely ‘to the length of said ?rst channel members; a 
cabinet top marginally secured to each of_ said first chan 
nel members intermediate the grooves and forming a top 
wall for said grooves with its edge‘ extending outwardly 

, past the edge of each of said ?rst channel members, sec 

60 

65 

75 

0nd channel members secured under each side edge of 
the bottom wall ofeach cabinet and extending in a direc- ' 
tion transverse to the length of said ?rst channel mem 
bers in aligned pairs between cabinets when the cabinets 
are positioned side by side, an adjustable supporting foot 
vslidably received within each aligned pair of the second 
channel members in interlocking interengaging relation 
ship between the adjacent cabinets to support both cabi 
nets at an identical elevation and align said grooves in 
the ?rst channel member of one cabinet in register with 
the opposing grooves in the ?rst channel member of the 
adjacent cabinet, a contoured spline disposed in each pair 

a of opposing ?rst channel member grooves of ‘the adjacent 
cabinets for interlocking and‘ aligning the cabinet top 
edges at anidentical elevation, and means interconnect- , 
ing the adjacent cabinets cooperating with said splines to 
draw together and secure in weight~supporting relation 
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ship the abutting peripheral edges of the cabinet tops to 
form a ?ne hairline seam therebetween. 

2. The invention as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
adjustable supporting foot comprises an upper channel 
member slidably received within the aligned second chan 
nel members of the cabinet forhorizontal movement, an 
internal threaded member depending from and secured 
to said slida‘ole channel member, a pipe member thread 
ably received in said internally threaded member for ver 
tical adjustment and an outer housing disposed over said 
internally threaded member and said pipe member. 

3. An assembly of cabinets comprising a plurality of 
insulated cabinets secured in side by side relationship; 
each of said cabinets consisting of a front wall, a back 
wall, a bottom wall and parallel side walls; ?rst channel 
members secured along the upper edges of the side walls; 
a plurality of grooves formed in the ?rst channel mem 
bers transverse to the length of said ?rst channel mem 
bers; a cabinet top secured to the said ?rst channel mem 
bers, said cabinet top forming a top wall for said grooves; 
each peripheral edge of said cabinet top extending out 
wardly past each edge of each of said ?rst channel mem 
bers; second channel members secured to and under the 
bottom wall transverse to the length of said ?rst channel 
members, said grooves in the ?rst channel member of one 
cabinet being in register with the grooves in the ?rst 
channel member of the next adjacent cabinet and said 
second channel members of" adjacent cabinets being in 
register when the cabinets are positioned side by side, a 
contoured spline disposed in each pair of opposing ?rst 
channel member grooves of the adjacent cabinets inter 
locking and aligning the cabinets with the abutting pe 
ripheral edges of the cabinet top forming a?ne hairline 
seam and an adjustable supporting foot slidably received 
within the second channel members in interlocking rela 
tionship between the adjacent cabinets to support, secure 
and align the lower portion of the cabinets. 

4. The structure as called for in claim 2 wherein said 
contoured spline comprises a solid plate portion having 
substantially the width and thickness of said grooves and 
a length of two aligned grooves and a pair of spaced 
apart abutments centrally formed on the groove side of 
the plate portion. 

5. An assembly of cabinets comprising a plurality of 
insulated cabinets secured together in side by side rela 
tionship, each of said cabinets having a body portion 
including a front wall, a back wall,'a bottom wall and 
parallel side walls; channel members secured along the 
upper edges of the side walls and having a plurality of 
grooves formed transversely therein spaced from each 
other along the length of the channel members; each 
cabinet top secured at its bottom face along its edge to 
the top of each of said channel members between said 
grooves; said grooves in one channel member being in 
register with opposing grooves in the channel member of 
the next adjacentcabinet when the cabinets are positioned 
side by side, and a contoured spline slidable transversely 
of the channel members into each pair of opposing 
grooves of the adjacent cabinets to interlock and align 
at an identical elevation abutting edges of the cabinet 
tops of said adjacent cabinets. 

6. The structure as called for in claim 5 wherein said 
contoured spline comprises a solid plate portion having 
substantially a width, and thickness of said grooves and 
a length of two aligned grooves and abutment means 
centrally formed on the plate portion receivable between 
the channel members in seated relationship. 

7. An assembly of cabinets comprising a plurality of 
cabinets supported in side by side relationship; each of 
said cabinets having a body portion consisting of a front 
wall, a back wall, a bottom wall and parallel side walls; 
channel members secured to the upper edges of the side 
walls; a plurality of grooves formed in the channel mem 
bers transverse to the length of the channel members; 
a sheet metal cabinet top marginally secured to each of 
said channel members intermediate the grooves, said 
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cabinet top forming a top wall for said grooves; the pe 
ripheral edges of said cabinet top margin extending out 
wardly past the edges of said channel members; said 
grooves in one of the channel members being in register 
with opposing grooves in the channel member of the next 
adjacent cabinet when the cabinets are positioned side by 
side, and a contoured spline disposed in each pair of 
opposing grooves of the adjacent cabinets interlocking, 
interengaging and marginally aligning the cabinet top 
edges at an identical elevation with each other at spaced 
points throughout their length, and means interconnect 
ing said channel members for drawing the abutting mar 
ginal edges of the cabinet tops together to form a ?ne 
hairline seam. 

8. The structure as called for in claim 7 wherein said 
contoured spline comprises a solid plate portion having 
substantially the width, and thickness of said grooves and 
a length of two aligned grooves and a leg portion in 
tegrally formed on one end of said plate portion at an 
angle less than 90° from the plane of said plate portion. 

9. An assembly of cabinets comprising a plurality of 
cabinets secured in side by side relationship, each of said 
cabinets having a body portion including a front wall, a 
back wall, a bottom wall and parallel side walls; channel 
members secured to the upper edges of the side walls, 
one end of said channel members extending outwardly 
past the front wall de?ning an angular end portion; a 
plurality of grooves formed in the upper surface of said 
channel members and in said angular end portion trans 
verse to the length of the channel members, a sheet metal 
cabinet top marginally secured to the top of each of said 
channel members at points intermediate said grooves, said 
cabinet top forming a top wall for said grooves, said 
marginal edges of said cabinet top extending outwardly 
past the edge of said channel members; said grooves in 
one of the channel members being in register with the 
grooves in the channel member of the next adjacent cabi 
net when the cabinets are positioned side by side, a con 
toured spline positioned in each pair of opposing grooves 
of the adjacent cabinets in laterally interlocking rela 
tionship and in engagement with the bottom faces of the 
marginal edges of the adjacent cabinet tops between said 
points of securement to maintain an identical elevation 
between said marginal edges; bolt members extending 1 
through one of said channel members and threadably 
engaging a portion of a channel member of an adjacent 
cabinet for securing the marginal edges of the cabinet 
tops in abutting relationship to form a ?ne hairline seam 
therebetween. 

10'. The structure as called for in claim 9 wherein said 
contoured spline comprises a solid plate portion having 
substantially the same width and thickness as said grooves, 
and a length of two aligned grooves and a leg portion 
integrally formed on one end of said plate portion at an 
angle less than 90° from the plane of said plate portion. 

11. In an assembly of cabinets disposed in side by side 
relationship, said cabinets having body portions with 
facing'side walls, means for leveling the cabinets in de 
tachable supported relationship comprising ?rst channel 
members, said means being secured respectively to the 
upper surfaces of the body portions at said side walls in 
parallel relationship facing each other; a plurality of 
spaced grooves formed in the ?rst channel members trans 
verse to the length of the ?rst channel members in 
opposing pairs, a cabinet top marginally secured to each 
of said ?rst channel members between said grooves, later~ 
ally spaced second channel members secured to the under 
surface of each body portion and disposed transverse to 
the length of said ?rst channel members, the channels of 
said second channel members being in alignment in pairs 
when adjacent cabinets are positioned side by side; a 
weight bearing element received within the second chan 
nel members in interconnecting interlocking relationship 
between the adjacent cabinets to thereby place the grooves 
of said ?rst channel members in registering alignment, a 
contoured spline disposed in each pair of opposing grooves 
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of the adjacent channels engaging the margins of said 
cabinet tops in leveling weight bearing alignment with 

' each other on the upper portion of the cabinets, and 
means interconnecting said ?rst channel members for 
drawing and securing together the abutting edges of the 
cabinet tops to provide therebetween a ?ne hairline seam. 

12. The structure as called for in claim 11 wherein 
said contoured spline comprises a solid plate portion hav 
ing substantially the width and thickness of one of said 
opposing grooves and a length of two aligned opposing 
grooves introduced into one of the opposing grooves and 
accessible only from inside one of the cabinets for inser 
tion and removal from the other opposing'groove, and 
a leg portion integrally formed on one end of said plate 
portion at an angle less than 90° from the plane of said 
plate portion for manipulation of said spline in said 
opposing grooves, ‘ > ' ' 

13. The combination called for in claim 5 wherein said 
contoured spline comprises a solid plate portion having 

‘ substantially the width, and thickness of said grooves and 
a length of a pair ofopposing grooves, and abutment 
means on said spline for engaging the marginal edge of 
one of said channel members at one of said opposing 
grooves to limit its slidable movement with respect there-j 
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10 
to while a free end extends beyond said one channel 
member and is slidably received in the other one of the 

' opposing grooves of the other channel member. 
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