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Filed May 28, 1963, Ser. No. 283,885 
7 Claims. (Ci. “297-119) 

This invention relates to furniture units. More par 
ticularly, the invention is directed to a furniture unit 
adapted for household use and which unit is selectively 
convertible from a desk to a bench or, conversely, from 
a bench to a desk. While of broader applicability, the 
invention has particular utility in combination with cab 
inet structure having an upwardly facing planar surface 
portion and adapted for housing sound reproducing ap 
paratus such as phonographs and radios. 
The decorative shape and appearance features of the 

furniture unit are disclosed and claimed in my copend 
ing application, Serial No. 74,694, ?led May 1, 1963, 
and assigned to the assignee of the present invention. 

It is an objective of the invention to provide a furni 
ture unit easily convertible from one article, such as 
a bench, to another article, such as a writing desk. 

It is a further feature of the invention that it provides 
a convertible furniture unit having phonograph or like I 
components disposed in at least one compartments/d end 
thereof that also serves as upper surface portions of 
either a desk or a bench, and is openable to provide access 
to radio and phonograph apparatus disposed within the 
compartment. 

In achievement of the foregoing and other objectives, 
the invention comprises the combination of a furniture 
unit having an upwardly facing platform provided with 
compartment means, preferably a pair of compartments 
disposed beneath opposite end portions of said platform, 
a set of legs of one length attachable to lower portions of 
said compartments to provide for support of the unit, 
a second set of legs of another length attachable for 
storage in inverted position to an edge portion of the 
upwardly facing platform, and a cross-member disposed 
in interconnecting relation to free end portions of the 
stored legs, all said legs being detachably affixed to said 
platform and cross member, and said compartments, 
respectively, and said sets of legs being adapted for se 
lective interchangeability with one another whereby to 
modify the height of said platform and compartments 
with respect to the ?oor and to modify the height of said 
cross-member above said platform. 

It will be appreciated that it is a still further feature 
of the invention that the non-supporting legs are disposed 
in a position wherein they extend upwardly from a rear 
edge portion of the platform so as to provide, in com— 
bination with the cross-member, either a back rest or a 
guard rail, depending upon whether the unit is used as 
a bench or a desk. 

It is a feature of the invention that the overall spatial 
requirements of the furniture unit in either of its con 
verted forms remain substantially the same. 
A more complete understanding of the invention may 

be had by referring to the following description, taken in 
light of the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective showing of a convertible 

furniture unit embodying the invention, and illustrating 
one of the forms to which it is convertible; 
FIGURE 2 is a somewhat diagrammatic showing simi 

lar to FIGURE 1, and illustrating elements of the furni 
ture unit in exploded perspective; 
FIGURE 3 is similar to FIGURE 2, but illustrates 

the furniture unit from a different angle converted to 
another of its forms; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view looking 

in the direction of arrows 4-4 as applied to- FIGURE 1, 
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and illustrating a preferred mode of attachment of the 
supporting leg members; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary view partly in section, 

looking in the direction of arrows 5-5 applied to FIG 
URE 1, illustrating the mode of attaching the upper inner 
leg members to the platform; 
FIGURE 6 is a view similar to FIGURE 5, looking in 

the direction of arrows 6—-6 as applied to FIGURE 1, 
and illustrating the preferred mode of attaching the outer 
upper leg members to the platform; 
FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary view, partly in section, 

looking generally in the direction of arrows 7—7 applied 
to FIGURE 1, and illustrating the preferred mode of 
attachment of the horizontal cross member to upper 
ends of the inner and outer leg members shown in FIG 
URES 5 and 6; and 
FIGURE 8 is an exploded fragmentary showing, partly 

in section, of an additional structural feature of the in 
vention. 
With more particular reference to the drawings and 

first to FIGURE 1, a convertible furniture unit 10 com 
prises an upwardly facing platform or surface 11 beneath 
end portions of which are disposed compartments 12 
and 13. The platform 11 includes hingedly mounted 
doors 14 and 15 which overlie the compartments 12 and 
13, respectively, and provide access thereto as illustrated 
by the opened left-hand door 14. The compartments 
are adapted to house radio-phonograph apparatus, and 
conventional grill coverings 16 and 17 extend over loud 
speaker openings (not shown) in front wall sections of 
the compartments. 
The unit 10 is supported, as shown in FIGURES l 

and 2, by a plurality of shorter tapered legs 18 a?ixed 
to lower portions of compartments 12 and 13 by means 
hereinafter to be described. A plurality of longer tapered 
legs 19 are affixed to a rear edge portion of platform 
11, each at one end thereof and extend upwardly in in 
verted position as compared with the taper and position 
of the shorter legs 13. A cross member or stretcher 20 
receives the free ends of legs 19 and ties them together by 
means hereinafter to be described. 

In FIGURES 1 and 2, the unit is illustrated as having 
a form primarily useful as a bench, and in FIGURE 3 
the unit is illustrated as converted to a form having 
utility as a desk, in which form the longer legs 19 and 
the shorter legs 18 have been interchanged with respect 
to their positions shown in FIGURES l and 2. It will 
be appreciated that the size in plan and the overall height 
of the furniture unit in either form remains substantially 
the same and, by virtue of this uniformity, spatial re 
quirements for both forms of the unit remain substantially 
the same. 
With additional reference to FIGURES 2 and 3, por 

tions of the furniture unit, in its two forms, have been 
shown in exploded manner, in order to illustrate the 
manner in which the inverted legs and stretcher are 
a?ixed to the upper surface of the platform. In the in 
terest of brevity in description of the invention, reference 
will be had only to the converted form illustrated in 
FIGURES 1 and 2, it being understood that legs 18 and 
19, with the exception of their lengths, are identical in 
every respect in their relationship to other elements of the 
furniture unit. 
As illustrated in exploded form in FIGURE 2, the 

outer inverted legs 19 are affixed to stretcher 2b as a 
unit—by means illustrated in FIGURE 7—and inner ad 
jacent legs 19 are af?xed to platform 11-—by means illus 
trated in FIGURE 5. With the elements sub-assembled 
as shown in FIGURE 2, the upper ends of center legs 19 
are inserted into apertures 21 in stretcher 20, according 
to the showing of FIGURE 7, and screws 22 extending 
from free ends of the outer legs are inserted, with clear 
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ance, through countersunk openings 23 that extend 
through platform 11, as illustrated in FIGURE 6. Wing 
nuts 24 are then threaded onto screws 22 to complete 
the assembly. 
The lower ends of center legs 19, as seen in FIGURE 

5, are a?ixed to platform 11 by threaded engagement of 
screws 22 with T nuts 25 having threaded portions with 
in apertures 26 that extend through platform 11. These 
two center legs are substantially equally spaced with rela 
tion to the adjacent edge of the platform. 
The support legs 18 include screws 27 threaded into 

nuts 28 that extend through lower wall portions 31 of 
compartments 12 and 13, as seen in FIGURE 4. 

In further accordance with the invention, and as best 
seen in FIGURES 7 and 8, each of legs 19 is provided 
at its smaller end with a metal foot or ferrule 29 having 
an internally threaded bore providing for threaded at 
tachment of the ferrule to screws 30 extending from the 
mentioned end. With the ferrules 29 removed, screws 
30 also are threadedly engageable with threads 31 in 
stretcher 30 to provide for attachment of the outermost 
legs 19 to the stretcher; whereas, when the ferrules 29 
are in place, they may serve as supporting pads or feet. 
The shorter legs 18 are of similar construction. 
By virtue of the hereinabove described construction, 

the furniture unit may be readily converted from the form 
shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 to that illustrated in FIG 
URE 3. This is accomplished by disassembling all legs 
and reassembling the legs to the form shown in FIGURE 
3 in accordance with the various sub-assembly illustrations 
of FIGURES 4 to 8. Also, the unit may be stored or 
shipped with the legs disassembled from the main body 
unit comprising platform 11 and cabinets 12 and 13, and 
later assembled to the form desired by the user of the 
apparatus. 
From the foregoing description, it will be appreciated 

that the invention provides a convertible furniture unit 
having phonograph or like components disposed in at 
least one compartmented end thereof that also serves as 
upper surface portions of either a desk or a bench, and is 
openable to provide access to radio and phonograph appa 
ratus disposed within the compartment. Also, the unit 
is highly versatile in that the non-supporting legs arrayed 
across surface portions of the unit serve, in combination 
with the stretcher, either as a back rest or a rear guard 
rail. 

I claim: 
1. A convertible furniture unit, comprising: generally 

horizontally extending platform means; a ?rst set of legs 
of uniform length detachably ?xed to said platform means 
and extending downwardly therefrom to support the same 
horizontally at a ?rst height; a second set of legs of uni 
form length different from the length of the legs of said 
?rst set, the legs of said second set being detachably ?xed 
to said platform means and extending upwardly there 
from; and a cross-member extending generally horizontal 
ly between and detachably ?xed to free end portions of the 
legs of said second set, said ?rst and second sets of legs 
being interchangeable to provide either a higher or a 
lower horizontal position of the platform means and a 
lower or a higher position of said cross member with 
respect to said platform means. 

2. A convertible furniture unit according to claim 1. 
and further characterized in that substantially ?xed abso 
lute elevation of said cross member is maintained in 
either of the recited combinations of leg positions. 

3. The combination of a furniture unit having an 
upwardly facing platform provided with a pair of com 
partments disposed beneath end portions of said platform, 
a ?rst set of legs of one uniform length attachable to the 
lower portions of said compartments to provide for sup 
port of the unit, a second set of legs of another uniform 
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4 
length attached in inverted position to an edge portion 
of the upwardly facing platform, and a cross-member 
disposed in interconnecting relation to free end portions 
of the stored legs, the legs of each set being detachably 
affixed to said platform and cross-member, and said com 
partments, respectively, and said set of legs of one uni 
form length being adapted for selective interchangeability 
with the set of legs of other uniform length whereby to 
modify the height of said platform and compartments 
with respect to the ?oor and to modify the height of said 
cross-member above said platform. 

4. A furniture unit according to claim 3 and further 
characterized in that certain legs of the second set are 
threadedly engageable with said cross~member and are 
handleable therewith as a unit and other of the legs of 
the second set are threadedly engageable with said plat 
form, said cross-member including apertures within which 
are releasably received free ends of said other legs of the 
second set, and said platform, including apertures within 
which are releasably received free ends of said certain 
legs of the second set. 

5. A furniture unit according to claim 4 and further 
characterized in that each of said sets of legs includes 
threaded projections at each end thereof, said legs of said 
?rst set each being threadedly attached at one end thereof 
to said compartments and having a ferrule threadedly 
attached to the other end thereof adapted to serve as sup 
porting feet, said other of the legs of said second set 
having ferrules threadedly attached to their recited free 
ends and received within the cross-member apertures, 
said threaded projection of the ‘recited certain of said 
legs of said second set affording the threaded engagement 
with said cross-member, and nut means threaded onto 
the projections at the other ends of the recited certain 
legs and adapted to retain the same within said platform 
means apertures. 

6. A convertible furniture unit comprising: upwardly 
facing platform means; a ?rst set of legs of equal length 
detachably ?xed to said platform means and adapted to 
support the same; a second set of legs of equal length but 
differing in length from the said ?rst set of legs which 
support the platform means, said second set of legs being 
detachably ?xed, in inverted vertically extending position, 
to an edge portion of said platform means; and a cross 
member extending between free end portions of said sec 
ond set of legs, interconnecting the latter, and extending 
substantially parallel to said upwardly presented platform 
means, said ?rst and second sets of legs being interchange 
able to provide either an elevated or a lowered position of 
the platform means while maintaining substantially ?xed 
absolute elevation of said cross-member. 

7. A furniture unit according to claim 6 and character 
ized in that said ?rst set of legs and said second set of 
legs are of like number, said second set of legs including 
one pair affixed to and handleable with said cross-member 
as a unit when detached from said platform means, and 
another pair ?xable to said platform means independently 
of said cross-member. 
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