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The present invention relates to a table-chair combina 
tion, and more particularly to a unique arrangement 
whereby an infant’s or doll’s chair may be removably 
supported inside the surface of a table top. At the time 
infants reach an age at which they are learning to feed 
themselves, they are customarily placed in highchairs 
equipped with a tray for supporting food dishes and the 
like. As a precautionary measure, some of the highchairs 
are equipped with devices for preventing the infants from 
falling out. In addition to highchairs, feeding tables have 
been conventionally used in which a seat is ?xedly and 
sometimes foldably mounted in a table top such that while 
the infant is in the seat, the table surface completely 

' surrounds him. Such seats are also conventionally pro 
vided with safety devices for strapping the infant in to 
avoid accidental falling. 

In the past, such feeding tables have taken the form of 
a single, unitary structure having utility only as a feed 
ing table, the seat being securely mounted on the table 
so as not to be usable independently thereof. In some 
of the prior art designs, the seat has been foldable into 
the table and the table otherwise collapsible, such that 
it could be easily transported from one place to another. 
The present invention relates to a table-chair combina 

tion wherein the chair may be conveniently and safely 
mounted on the table to provide a feeding table combina 
tion and alternatively may be used independently of the 
table as an ordinary chair. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a table-chair 
combination wherein a chair is removably mounted on a 
table to provide a feeding-table combination. 

,It is another object of this invention to provide a table 
chair combination wherein the chair portion of a feeding 
table can be used separately and independently of the 
table in a facile and convenient manner. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a 
table-chair combination which is simple in design, eco 
nomical to manufacture, and facile to use. 

Other objects will become apparent as the description 
proceeds. 
The above-mentioned and other features and objects 

of this invention and the manner of attaining them will 
become more apparent and the invention itself will be 
best understood by reference to the following description 
of an embodiment of the invention taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of one embodiment 
of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation thereof partially sectioned for 
clarity of illustration; 
FIG. 3 is a front plan view thereof; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view; 
FlG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional illustration taken 

substantially along section line 5-5 of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 5a is a partial sectional View of a different table 

top structure; ‘ 
FIG. 5b is a fragmentary sectional view of the table 

top of FIG. 5a with the legs secured thereto; 
FIG. 6 is a rear view of the chair which constitutes a 

part of the combination of the preceding ?gures; and 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional illustration taken 

substantially along section line 7—-7 of FIG. 2. 
Referring to the drawings, and more particularly to 

FIGS. 1 through 5, a table top, generally indicated by the 
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reference numeral 10, may be fabricated of conventional 
material, such as wood, metal or plastic, which is rigid 
and capable of supporting a doll or child. As shown in 
FIG. 4, the table is of square design and preferably is 
provided with a depending perimetral ?ange 12 for rein 
forcing the edges of the table top. For purposes of con 
venience in describing and explaining the invention, the 
portion of the table indicated by numeral 14 is regarded 
as the front and portion 16 as the rear. Midway between 
the lateral edges of the table top and toward the rear 
thereof in the position shown in FIG. 4 is an opening, 
generally indicated by numeral 18. With respect to the 
position and size of this opening 18, the drawing in FIG. 
4 is to scale. 

This opening 18 is relatively wide and has opposite 
lateral edges 20, a front edge 22 and rear edge 24. The 
lateral edges 20 are substantially straight and angled in 
wardly, rearwardly of the table, toward each other. The 
front edge 22 is curved substantially to the shape shown 
and extends laterally beyond the positions of edges 20 
to provide the outwardly curved portions indicated by 
numeral 26. These curved portions 26 curve smoothly 
into the front extremities of lateral edges 20. Rear edge 
24 is provided with two rearwardly curved pocket por 
tions 28 which are laterally spaced apart as shown for 
a purpose which will be explained more fully later on. 
For supporting the table top 10, crossed legs 30 are 

provided which consist of a pair of U-shaped tubular 
members 32 removably connected to the underside of the 
table top as shown more clearly in FIG. 5. The cross 
bar portions of these tubular members 32 removably 
?t into a slot provided by spring element 34 secured to 
the underside of the table top. When it is desired to col 
lapse the legs and table, it is only necessary to remove 
the cross-bar portions of members 32 from brackets 34 
and fold legs 30 into a substantially ?at unit. An alterna 
tive arrangement is shown in FIGS. 5a and 5b. The table 
top 10a is formed of sheet metal to the shape shown with 
the edges of opening 20 and ?ange 12a being'rolled. 
The cross-bar portions 33 are ?tted into the raised per 
imetral portion 11 of the table and are secured to ?anges 
12a by means of suitable metal screws 35. The rolled 
edges are stiff and reinforce the sheet metal of the top 

I lila such that a weight, such as the chair of FIGS. 1-3, 
can be supported. 
Removably assembled to the table top 10 and inserted 

into opening 18 is a chair 36 having opposite sides 38, a 
backrest 40, and two arm rests 42. This chair may be 
fabricated of either wood or plastic and in any event 
should be strong enough to support any infant or object 
which is to be placed thereinto. Adjacent the bottom 
portions of sides 38 is a seat 44. The drawings illus 
trate the relative positions of the chair and table as well 
as the various parts of the chair with respect to the table 
top. The sides 38 are flat and extend downwardly from 
the table top 10 as shown. Also, these sides 38 are angled 
rearwardly toward each other as shown more clearly in 
FIG. 4 with the angulation thereof coinciding with that 
of edges 20. The spacing between these sides 38 is made 
such _that the outer surfaces thereof will engage edges 
20 in the position shown in FIG. 4 such that backrest 40 
is spaced forwardly of rear edge 24. The angled edges 
20 thereby serve as an abutment or stop which limits 
movement of the chair toward the rear of opening 18. 
The arm rests 42 are provided with laterally outwardly 

extending portions or ?anges 46 having elongated ?at 
surfaces 48 on the under side thereof which overlie and 
rest on the marginal surface portions of the table top 19 
adjacent the edges Ztl. By means of these overhanging 
arms rests or ?anges 46, the chair is suspended in they 
opening it; and supported directly from the table top 10. 
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As shown more clearly in FIGS. 2 and 3, the back 

rest 40 extends above and below the table top such 
that an infant or doll seated in the chair will be com 
fortably positioned to use the table top for play or feed 
ing purposes. ' 

The front 50 of the chair is positioned adjacent to 
the forward extremity 62 of the lateral edges 20. This 
positions the front edge 22 of the opening 18 well for; 
ward ‘of the chair front 56 and the curved edges 26 later 
ally outwardly beyond the chair sides as shown. 

In using the table-chair combination described thus 
far as a toy, dolls of conventional size and design may 
be conveniently placed in and removed from the chair 
while the latter is suspended in the opening 18. Con 
ventional dolls in an erect posture have legs which are 
normally straight and life-like. Such dolls are also fold 
able to- a sitting position; however, in order for the doll 
to be self-supporting in sitting position, the doll legs are 
so formed that they will swing outwardly to the posi 
tion shown in FIG. 4. It will now be obvious that the 
curved portions 26 in the front edge 22 are proportioned 
to accommodate the doll’s feet when the doll, in sit-ting 
posture, is seated into or removed from the chair. This 
permits easy manipulation of the doll with respect to the 
chair and the table top. When the present invention is 
used as a toy, it is desirable that the chair sides 33 be 
spaced apart a distance which approximates the size of 
the doll, such that a doll which occupies the majority of 
the space inside the chair will have legs which spread 
outwardly beyond such sides. The curved portions 26 
permit the matching of the doll to the chair and at the 
same time provide for easy manipulation of the doll in 
placing it into and removing it from the chair. 
The chair 36 may be provided with four feet 54 by 

which the chair may be supported on a ?oor surface or 
the like. However, as another unique feature of this 
invention, the chair 36 is formed into a rocker by means 
of a pair of wire supports which are generally indicated 
by the reference numeral 56. These wire supports 56 
are formed identically such that a description of one 
will suffice for both. As shown more clearly in FIG. 
2, the support 56 is formed of a relatively stiff, strong 
wire vwhich is bent to provide a rocker 58. This rocker 
58 extends beneath the chair 36 and has front and rear 
portions 60 and 62, respectively, which extend forward 
ly and rearwardly of the chair as shown. The rear por 
tion 62 is bent to extend vertically, thereby providing 
an upright supporting element 64 which passes through 
the table opening 18 and secures to the back side of 
the backrest 40 at 66. Any suitable means of securing 
this upright 64 to the backrest may be used, one such 
means being the insertion of the upper end of the ele 
ment 64 into a suit-able socket in the backrest. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the pockets 28 in the opening 18 

are made to such size that the rear rocker portions 62 
may clear the rear edge 24 when the chair is lifted out 
of the opening. This is an important size relationship 
inasmuch as it permits easy manipulation of the chair into 
and out of the opening 18. 
As will now be apparent, the chair 36 is dimensioned 

so that it can be easily inserted into or removed from 
the opening 18 as may be desired. With the chair 
mounted in the table top as just described, a feeding 
table arrangement is provided. On the other hand, if 
it is desired to use the chair separate and apart from the 
table top, it is only necessary to lift the chair out of the 
opening 18 and then rest the chair on a suitable support 
ing surface. Thus, the chair has alternative uses, one 
with the table top 10 and the other by itself, independent 
of the table. 
As explained previously, the opening edges 20 are 

tapered rearwardly and are engaged by the tapered sides 
of the chair. With such engagement, the edges 20 serve 
as abu-tments which space the backrest 4t) forwardly of 
the rear edge 24. Being thus spaced, the upright wire 
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portions 64 of the supporting elements 56 are spaced 
forwardly of the rear edge 24 and cannot under any cir 
cumstances be moved rearwardly far enough so as to 
engage the rear edge 24. Such an engagement could 
damage the upright wire portions 64, by bending them, 
and thereby destroy the purpose of the rocker supports 
56. Since tiny children are notorious in their rough 
handling of toys, it is seen that [the tapered arrange 
ment of the edges 26 and chair sides 38 prevent the 
rear upright portions 64 from being damaged. 
The angulation of the edges 24} and sides 38 also serve 

another useful purpose. When it is desired to remove 
the chair from the opening 18, the chair is gently moved 
forwardly in the opening 18, thereby spacing the chair 
sides 38 from the edges 20. The chair may thereupon 
be freely lifted from the table without scu?ing the chair 
sides or damaging the edges 20. 

While the principles of this invention have been de 
scribed in connection with speci?c apparatus, it is to be 
clearly understood that this description is made only by 
way of example and not as a limitation to the scope 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A chair-table combination comprising a ?at table 

top having a depending perimetral reinforcing ?ange, an 
opening in said table top having opposite lateral edges 
and front and rear edges, said lateral edges having straight 
portions which are laterally opposite each other, said 
straight portions rearwardly angling inwardly toward each 
other whereby the rear lateral dimension of said opening 
is shorter than the forward lateral dimensions thereof, 
said front edge being curved forwardly and extending 
laterally beyond said lateral edges, the opposite ends of 
said front edge curving rearwardly and inwardly to join 
the forward extremities of said straight portions, respec 
tively, the opposite end portions of said rear edge curv 
ing rearwardly to provide two laterally spaced pocket 
portions, respectively, four supporting legs secured at 
the upper ends thereof to the under side of said table top; 
a chair removably inserted into said opening and being 
supported by said table top, said chair having opposite 
lateral sides provided with arm rests thereon, respec 
tively, said arm rests having ?ange portions along the 
lengths thereof, respectively, which extend laterally out 
wardly beyond said sides, respectively, said ?anges hav 
ing elongated substantially horizontal and flat surfaces 
on the underside thereof, respectively, which overlie and 
rest on the marginal surfaces of said table top adjacent 
to said lateral edges, respectively, said sides being angled 
rearwardly toward each other and engaged with said 
lateral edges, respectively, as an abutment, said chair 
having a back rest which extends above and below said 
table top and is spaced forwardly of said rear edge, said 
sides extending below said table top and having a seat 
therebetween which is also below said table top, said 
chair being spaced rearwardly of said front edge with 
the front portion of said chair substantially coinciding 
with the forward extremities of said straight edge por 
tions, and said sides being upright and having a spac 
ing therebetween which is no wider than said opening 
whereby said chair may be lifted free of said table top, 
a pair of wire supports mounted on said chair, said 
wire supports being bent to include rocker portions there 
on which are disposed beneath said chair in laterally 
spaced relation, said rocker portions extending beyond 
the front and rear portions, respectively, of said chair, 
the front portions of said rocker portions being attached 
to the front portion of said chair, the rear portions of 
said rocker portions bending upwardly into upright ele 
ments which are secured at the upper ends thereof to 
said backrest, said upright elements being spaced from 
and substantially parallel to said backrest, said upright 
elements extending through said table top opening and 
being spaced forwardly of said rear edge, said upright 
elements being received by said pocket portions, respec 
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tively, said pocket portions being of a size as will permit 
passage of said rocker portions through said table top 

. opening when said chair is lifted free from said table. 
2. A chair-table combination comprising a ?at table 

top, an opening in said table top having opposite lateral 
edges and front and rear edges, said lateral edges hav 
ing straight portions which are laterally opposite each 
other, said straight portions rearwardly angling inwardly 
toward each other whereby the rear lateral dimension of 
said opening is shorter than the forward lateral dimen 
sions thereof, the opposite end portions of said rear edge 
curving rearwardly to provide two laterally spaced pock 
et portions, respectively; a chair removably inserted into 
said opening and being supported by said table top, 
said chair having opposite lateral sides provided with 
arm rests thereon, respectively, means including said arm 
rests for suspending said chair from said table top, means 
on said chair engageable with said lateral edges, respec 
tively, for limiting the rearward movement of said chair 
in said opening, and said sides being upright and hav 
ing a spacing therebetween which is no Wider than said 
opening whereby said chair may be lifted free of said 
table top, a pair of wire supports mounted on said chair, 
said wire supports being bent to include rocker por 
tions thereon which are disposed beneath said chair in 
laterally spaced relation, said rocker portions extending 
beyond the front and rear portions, respectively, of said 
chair, the front portions of said rocker portions being 
attached to the front portion of said chair, the rear por 
tions of said rocker portions bending upwardly into up 
right elements which are secured at the upper ends 
thereof to said backrest, said upright elements being 
spaced from and substantially parallel to said backrest, 
jsaid upright elements extending through said table top 
opening and being spaced forwardly of said rear edge, 
said upright elements being received by said pocket por 
tions, respectively, said pocket portions being of a size 
as will permit passage of said rocker portions through 
said table top opening when said chair is lifted free from 
said table. 

3. A chair-table combination comprising a ?at table 
top, an opening in said table top having opposite lateral 
edges and front and rear edges, said lateral edges hav 
ing straight portions which are laterally opposite each 
other, said straight portions rearwardly angling inwardly 
toward each other whereby the rear lateral dimension of 
said opening is shorter than the forward lateral dimen 
sions thereof, the opposite end portions of said rear edge 
curving rearwardly to provide two laterally spaced pocket 
portions, respectively; a chair removably inserted into 
said opening and being supported by said table top, said 
chair having opposite lateral sides provided with arm 
rests thereon, respectively, said arm rests having ?ange 
portions along the lengths thereof, respectively, which 
extend laterally outwardly beyond said sides, respective 
ly, said ?anges having horizontally spaced portions on 
the underside thereof, respectively, which overlie and 
rest on the marginal surface portions of said table top 
adjacent to said lateral edges, respectively, means on 
said chair engageable With said table top, respectively, 
for limiting the rearward movement of said chair in 
said opening, and said sides being upright and having 
a spacing therebetween which is no wider than said open 
ing whereby said chair may be lifted free of said table 
top, said chair having portions Which project rearwardly 
thereof and which are received in spaced relation by said 
pocket portions, respectively. 

4. A chair-table combination comprising a flat table 
top, an opening in said table top having opposite lateral 
edges and front and rear edges, said lateral edges hav 
ing straight portions which are laterally opposite each 
other, said straight portions rearwardly angling inwardly 
toward each other whereby the rear lateral dimension of 
said opening is shorter than the forward lateral dimen 
sions thereof; a chair removably inserted into said open 
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6 
ing and being supported by said table top, said chair 
having opposite lateral sides provided with arm rests 
thereon, respectively, said arm rests having ?ange por 
tions along the lengths thereof, respectively, which ex 
tend laterally outwardly beyond said sides, respectively, 
said ?anges having surfaces on the underside thereof, 
respectively, which overlie and rest on the marginal sur 
faces of said table top adjacent to said lateral edges, re 
spectively, said sides being angled rearwardly toward 
each other and portions thereof being engageable with 
said lateral edges, respectively, as an abutment, said 
chair having a backrest which extends above and below 
said table top and is spaced forwardly of said rear edge, 
said sides extending below said table top and having a 
seat therebetween which is also below said table top, 
and said sides being upright and having a spacing there 
between which is no wider than said opening whereby 
said chair may be lifted free of said table top. 

5. A chair-table combination comprising a ?at table 
top having an opening therein, said opening having 0p 
posite lateral edges and front and rear edges, said lateral 
edges having straight portions which are laterally opposite 
each other, said straight portions rearwardly angling to 
ward each other whereby the rear lateral dimension of 
said opening is shorter than the forward lateral di 
mensions thereof, means for supporting said table top, 
a chair removably inserted into said opening and being 
supported by said table top, said chair having opposite 
lateral sides provided with arm rests thereon, respective 
ly, means including said arm rests for suspending said 
chair from said table top, portions 'of said sides of said 
chair being engageable with side lateral edges, respectively, 
for limiting the rearward movement of said chair in said 
opening, the front portion of said chair being spaced rear 
wardly from said front edge, and said sides being up 
right and having a spacing therebetween which is no wider 
than said opening whereby said chair may be lifted free 
of said table top. 

6. A chair-table combination comprising a ?at table 
top having an opening therein, said opening having op 
posite lateral edges and front and rear edges, said lateral 
edges having straight portions which are laterally op 
posite each other, said straight portions rearwardly angling 
toward each other whereby the rear lateral dimension of 
said openiing is shorter than the forward lateral dimen 
sions thereof, means for supporting said table top, a chair 
removably inserted into said opening and being supported 
by said table top, said chair having arm rests thereon, 
means including said arm rests for suspending said chair 
from said table top, and means on said chair engageable 
with lateral edges, respectively, for limiting the rearward 
movement of said chair in said opening. 

7. A chair-table combination comprising a hat table 
top having an opening therein, said opening having op 
posite lateral edges and front and rear edges, said lateral 
edges rearwardly angling toward each other whereby the 
rear lateral dimension of said opening is shorter than 
the forward lateral dimensions thereof, means for sup 
porting said table top, a chair removably inserted into 
said opening and being supported by said table top, 
said chair having opposite lateral sides provided with 
arm rests thereon, respectively, means including said arm 
rests for suspending said chair from said table top, por 
tions carried by the sides of said chair engageable with 
said top for limiting the rearward movement of said 
chair in said opening, the front portion of said chair be 
ing spaced rearwardly from said front edge, and said 
chair having dimensions no wider or longer than said 
opening whereby said chair may be lifted free of said 
table top. ‘ 

8. A chair-table combination comprising a ?at table 
top having an opening therein, said opening having 
opposite lateral edges and front and rear edges, said 
lateral edges angling toward each other, a chair remov 
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ably inserted into said opening and being supported by 
said table top, said chair having opposite lateral sides 
provided with arm rests thereon, respectively, said sides 
having portions engageable with said lateral edges as 
an abutment, means including said arm rests for sus 
pending said chair from said table top, and said sides 
being upright and having a spacing therebetween which 
is no Wider than said opening whereby said chair may 
be lifted free of said table top. 

9. The chair-table combination of claim 1 wherein 
said table top is of sheet metal and the edges of said 
opening and ?ange being rolled to provide reinforce 
ment, said supporting legs being of U-shaped pairs with 
the cross-bars thereof engaging the opposite inner sides of 
said ?ange, said cross-bars being secured to said inner 
sides, respectively, for supporting said table top. 

10. The chair-table combination of claim 1 wherein 
said table top is of sheet metal and the edges of said 
opening and said ?ange being rolled to provide reinforce 
ment, said supporting legs being of U-shaped pairs with 
the cross-bars thereof being straight, said table top hav 
ing a raised perimetral portion contiguous to said ?ange, 
said perimetral portion being of inverted U-shaped cross 
section, the cross-bars of said pairs ?tting into the under 
side of said perimetral portion on two opposite sides 
of said table, respectively, and being secured to said 
inner sides, respectively, for supporting said table top. 
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11. A chair-table combination comprising a flat table 

top having an opening therein, said opening being bounded 
by two lateral and front and rear edges, a chair re 
movably inserted in said opening and being supported by 
said table top, said chair having laterally extending ele 
ments thereon which overlie and removably engage Surface 
portions of said top adjacent to said opening for sup 
porting said chair on said table top, and cooperating 
means on, the opposite sides of said chair and table top 
which are removably engageable with each other for 
limiting rearward movement of said chair with respect to 
said table top, said cooperating means being disposed be. 
tween the front and rear edges of said opening. 
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