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3,155,360 
CONTAINER SUPPORT CLIP 

Melvin K. Cassells, 67 Vine Hill Road, 
West Hartford, Conn. 

Filed Feb. 14, 1962, Ser. No. 173,244 
11 Claims. (Cl. 248-313) 

This invention relates to a container support clip of 
the type which may be mounted on a wall or other verti 
cal surface to releasably hold small jars’ or other con 
tainers. Such jars or containers ?nd widespread second 
ary use in home workshops and the like for holding small 
nails, screws, etc. 

It is the general object of the present invention to pro 
vide a support clip of the type mentioned and which is 
adapted to releasably hold a wide variety of types of 
jars and other containers and wherein each of the several 
types of jars and containers can be conveniently and yet 
securely engaged with and disengaged from the clip. 
The drawings show three embodiments of the invention 

and such embodiments will be described, but it will be 
understood that various changes may be made from the 
constructions disclosed, and that the drawings and de 
scription are not to be construed as de?ning or limiting 
the scope of the invention, the claims ‘forming a part 
of this specification being relied upon for that purpose. 

In the drawings: 
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FIG. 1 is a rear elevational view of a support clip form- ‘ 
ing a ?rst embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the clip of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the clip of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a side view like FIG. 2, but with a container 

closure member or cap in engagement with the clip. 
FIG. 5 is a side view like FIG. 2, but with a container 

in engagement with the clip. 
FIG. 6 is a side view like FIG. 5, but with another 

type of container in engagement with the clip. 
FIG. 7 is a side view of the support clip in inverted 

attitude with a container closure member or cap held 
thereby in a manner different from that shown in FIG. 4. 

, FIG. 8 is like FIG. 7, but shows still, another type of 
container held by the clip. - 

FIG. 9 is a side view of the clip in an upright attitude 
and holding still another type‘of container with its closure 
member or cap in place. . 

FIG. 10 is alrear view of a container support clip 
forming a second embodiment of the invention. 
FIG. 11 is a side view of the clip of FIG. 10. 
FIG. 12 is a front view ofthe clip of FIGS. 10 and 11. 
FIG. 13 is a rear view of a container support clip form 

ing a third embodiment of the invention. ~ 
FIG. 14 is a side view of the clip of FIG. 13. 
FIG. 15 is a front view of the clip of FIGS. 13 and 14. 
The container support clip of the present invention is 

preferably but not necessarily formed from a single ‘sheet 
metal blank. The clip shown in FIGS. 1 to 3 is so formed 
andincludes a backplate section indicated generally at It} 
and which is adapted to be detachably mounted in a ver 

As shown,_the back 
plate 10 is provided with an opening 12 which is generally 
of the keyhole type and through which a small nail or 
screw may be entered to secure the clip to a wall. The 
opening 12 has reduced width extensions 14 and 16 at 
the top and bottom portions thereof so that the clip may 
be conveniently mounted in an upright attitude as shown 
in FIGS. 1 to 6, or, alternatively, in an inverted attitude 
as shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. 

Referring particularly to FIG. 2, it will be observed 
that the support clip comprises a ?rst container supporting 
section indicated generally at 18. Preferably, a lower 
end portion of the backplate section It) is offset forwardly 
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as shown and the container supporting section 18 is 
formed integrally therewith and extends forwardly and 
thence upwardly with respect thereto. The reference nu 
meral20 designates a forwardly extending portion of the 
container supporting section 18 and the numeral 22 repre 
sents a generally upwardly extending portion thereof. 
Formed integrally with and extending forwardly from 

an upper end portion of the ?rst container supporting 
section 18 is a’ second supporting section 24 best illus 
trated in FIG. 2. The said second section has a main or 
body portion 26 and an upwardly offset small central 
portion 28. The main or body portion 26 of the section 
is generally semicylindrical in con?guration and is con 
cave viewed upwardly. Similarly, the small central por 
tion 28 is generally semicylindrical and concave upwardly 
but with a smaller radius .of curvature than the main 
or body portion 26. 
A third container supporting section 30, best shown in 

FIG. 2, is formed integrally with a front end portion of 
the second supporting section 24 and extends generally 
downwardly therefrom. Preferably, and as shown, the 
third supporting section 30 has a lower end portion‘SZ 
which extends angularly outwardly and downwardly with 
respect to the remaining part of said section. Addition 
ally, said third supporting section includes an upright 
hook portion 34 which is disposed above the said lower 
end portion 32 and which has a rear end portion formed 
integrally with supporting section. More speci?cally, the 
hook 34 is formed from a small portion of the third 
supporting section 30 which is severed from the body vof 
the section and appropriately bent, FIG. 3. A rear part 
3-5 of the hook 34 extends generally horizontally forward 
ly and a front part 38 thereof extends approximately ver 
tically upwardly therefrom as shown. 

Preferably and as shown, additional container support 
ing means is formed integrally with the backplate section 
18 at an upper end portion thereof. Said means may 
comprise a downwardly open and forwardly projecting 
hook 40 as shown. Further, at least one and preferably 
two tabs cooperate with the hook 40. As shown, two 
tabs 42, 42 are provided, FIGS. 1 and 3, and the said 
tabs project downwardly and forwardly above and in 
spaced relationship with the hook 40. 

Referring now particularly to FIG. 4, it will be ob 
served therein that a closure member or cap 44 is partially 
shown in section and in engagement with the support clip 
of FIGS. 1 to 3.’ The closure member or cap 44 is of a 
type commonly referred to as a “twist-off” cap. Such 
caps have a bead 45 formed internally and extending 
annularly about their lower edge portions. At circum 
axially spaced intervals enlargements are formed on the 
bead and these enlargements cooperate with threads or 
partial threads formed on the jar or other container when 
the cap is rotated to a closed position on the jar or con 
tainer. Preferably, the cap or closure member 44 is en 
gaged with the container support clip in an area which 
falls betweensuch enlargements of the bead 46. 

In engaging the cap 44 with the support clip, the head 
46 on the cap and the side wall 48 thereof isentered down 
wardly to the position shown between the backplate sec 
tion 10 of the clip and the ?rst container supporting sec 
tion 18 thereof. The section 18 is resiliently de?ectable 
forwardly to accommodate entry of the bed 46 and side 
wall 48 of the cap :and the said section thereafter friction 
ally holds the cap in the position shown. 
The reference‘ numeral 50 designates a generally semi 

cylindrical concave clamping surface formed at a lower 
end portion of the rear surface of the ?rst container sup 
porting section 18. As will be observed, the said clamp 
ing surface 50 engages the bead 46 on the cap 44 and is 
maintained in ?rm engagement therewith due to the re 
siliency‘ of the section 18. Additionally, an upper por 
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tion of the container supporting section 18 engages the 
side wall 48 of the cap 44 at an area 52. Still further, 
the upper surface of the aforesaid central portion 28 of 
the second supporting section 24 engages an annular 
shoulder 54 on the cap 44. Thus, it will be seen that 
the cap is securely and yet releasably held by the support 
clip of the invention. 

In FIG. 5, a portion of a container 56 is shown in en 
gagement with the support clip. Said container may be 
a jar adapted for cooperation withthe “twist-01f” cap 44 
of FIG. 4. As shown, a thread or a portion of a thread 
58 is provided on the jar. A neck 60 of the jar carrying 
the thread or thread portion 58 is entered upwardly be 
tween the ?rst and third container supporting sections 18 
and 30 of the support clip. A second generally semicylin 
drical concave clamping surface 62 formed on the front 
surface of the ?rst supporting section 18 receives the 
thread or thread portion 58 and said surface is maintained 
in engagement with the thread or thread portion by the 
resiliency of the ?rst and third supporting sections, the 
section 30 being resiliently de?ectable forwardly to ac 
commodate the upward entry of the neck 60 and thread 
58. Additionally, it will be observed that engagement oc 
curs at an area 64 between an upper edge portion of the 
neck?t) and a clamping surface 66 comprising the lower 
face of the central portion 28 of the second container sup 
porting section 24. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that a jar such 

as 56 can be securely ‘and yet releasably held by the sup 
port clip of the present invention. Moreover, the said 
support clip can releasably hold the cap 44 alone, the jar 
56 alone, and the clip can also hold both the cap and the 
jar. That is, the cap 44 may be engaged with the clip as 
shown in FIG. 4. Thereafter, the jar 56 may be turned 
into the cap and into engagement with the support clip as 
shown in FIG. 5. Still further, the jar may be turned out 
of the cap and out of engagement with the support clip 
for removal of nails, screws, etc., and may thereafter be 
returned to engagement with the cap and clip. 

In FIG. 6 the support clip of FIGS. 1 to 5 is shown in 
holding engagement with a portion of the jar 68 adapted 
for engagement with a cap of the “pry-off” type. Such 
jars ordinarily have a bead such as the bead 70 arranged 
adjacent the upper edge portion of their neck. The jar 
68 may be entered upwardly between the ?rst and third 
supporting sections 18 and 30 of the support clip in the 
manner of the jar 56. The jar is held, however, primarily 
by the resiliency of the supporting section 30 and a 
clamping surface 72 separate from the clamping surface 
62. During entry of the jar 68, as in the case of entry of 
the jar ‘56, the portion 32 of the supporting section 30 
provides a camming surface 74. That is, the said surface 
is initially engaged by the upper edge portion of the 
neck of the jar and upward movement of said edge por 
tion serves to urge the supporting section 30 forwardly 
to accommodate entry of the neck portion between the 
sections 18 and 30. 
The clamping surface 72 is generally semicylindrical 

in shape and concave and is formed by an upper portion 
of the supporting section 18 and a rear portion of the 
second supporting section 24. Removal of the jar 68 
for use of its contents may of course be accomplished 
merely by urging the same downwardly from between 
the supporting sections 18 and 30. 

In FIG. 7 the support clip of FIGS. 1 through 6 is 
shown in an inverted attitude and a closure member or 
cap 76 is releasably held thereby. The aforesaid hook 40 
is engaged with a lower edge portion 78 of the cap and 
the central portion 28 of the second container supporting 
section 24 engages an annular shoulder 80 on the cap. 
The design of the support clip is such that the vertical 
distance between the portion 28 and the hook 40 is slightly 
less than the height of a standard size “screw-on" cap 76. 
Thus, the hook 4t? and the supporting sections of the clip 
may be de?ected slightly to place the cap in the position 
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shown. Thereafter, the resiliency of the clip will hold the 
cap in position and an associated jar may be turned into 
the cap so as to be suspended therefrom and held thereby. 

In FIG. 8 the support clip is again shown in an inverted 
attitude and in engagement with a portion of a small metal 
can 82. An annular bead 84 at the lip of the can is 
entered between the hook 40 and the tabs 42, 42. Again, 
forced entry and deflection of the clip portion is pro 
vided for the resiliency of the hook 40 and the tabs 42, 42 
insures the secure support of the can. 

In FIG. 9 the support clip is shown in an upright atti 
tude and in engagement with the cap 86 and a jar 88, both 
partially shown. More speci?cally, the aforesaid hook 34 
supports the cap and jar by engagement with a lower edge 
portion 90 of the cap. End surface 92 of the aforemen 
tioned lower end portion 32 of the supporting section 38 
engages the jar 88 whereby to hold the same in approxi 
mately a vertical attitude. 

In FIGS. 10, 11 and 12 there is shown a support clip 
comprising a second embodiment of the present invention. 
Said clip is identical with the aforedescribed clip in all 
respects except for the provision of a hook 94 and a small 
stop 96. The hook 94 projects rearwardly from a back 
plate section 10a and opens downwardly so as to be en 
tered in an opening 98 in a wall member 108 and to 
engage a rear surface thereof whereby to hold the support 
clip in position. The stop 96 engages the front surface 
of the wall member and prevents the support clip from 
swinging inwardly at its lower end portion. As will be 
apparent, the wall member 100 may comprise a section 
of perforated material commonly referred to as “peg 
board.” - 

In FIGS. 13 through 15 there is shown a support clip 
having a rearwardly projecting hook 94a. The said clip is 
substantially identical with those described above except 
for the elimination of the upper portion of the base plate 
section 1% and the aforedescribed additional container 
supporting means comprising the hook 40 and the tabs 
42, 42. The hook 94a cooperates with a wall member 
or “peg board” in substantially the same manner as the 
hook Q4. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A container support clip comprising a backplate 

section adapted to be detachably mounted in a vertical 
attitude on a wall or the like, a ?rst container supporting 
section integral with a lower end portion of said backplate 
section and extending forwardly and thence upwardly 
with respect to said portion, a second container support 
ing section integral with and extending generally for 
wardly from an upper end portion of said ?rst supporting 
section, and a third container supporting section integral 
with and extending generally downwardly from a front 
end portion of said second supporting section, said ?rst 
supporting section having a generally semicylindrical con 
cave clamping surface over a portion of its front surface 
for receiving an enlargement at an upper portion of a 
container entered upwardly between said ?rst and third 
supporting sections, and said third supporting section being 
resiliently de?ectable forwardly so as to accommodate 
entry of said container portion and to thereafter friction 
ally hold the same in engagement with said clamping 
surface. 

_ 2. A container support clip comprising a backplate sec 
tlon adapted to be detachably mounted in a vertical atti 
tude on a wall or the like, a ?rst container supporting 
section integral with a lower end portion of said back 
plate section and extending forwardly and thence up 
wardly with respect to said portion, a second container 
supporting section integral with and extending generally 
forwardly from an upper end portion of said ?rst support 
ing section, and a third container supporting section inte 
gral with and extending generally downwardly from a 
front end portion of said second supporting section, said 
?rst supporting section having ?rst and second generally 
semicyclindrical concave clamping surfaces disposed re’ 
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spectively at positions of its rear and front surfaces and 
adapted respectively to receive an enlargement at a lower 
portion of a container closure member entered down 
wardly between said backplate section and said ?rst sup 
porting section and an enlargement at an upper portion of 
a container entered upwardly between said ?rst and third 
supporting sections, and said ?rst and third supporting sec 
tions each being resiliently deflectable forwardly so as to 
accommodate the entry respectively of said closure mem 
ber portion and said container portion and to thereafter 
frictionally hold the same in engagement with said clamp 
ing surfaces. 

3. A container support clip as set forth in claim 2 
wherein said ?rst and second generally semicylindrical 
clamping surfaces are arranged approximately adjacent 
lower-to-upper order. 

4. A container support clip as set forth in claim 3 
wherein an upper portion of said front surface of said 
?rst supporting section and a rear portion of the lower 
surface of said second supporting section cooperatively 
form a third concave generally semicylindrical clamping 
surface disposed above said second clamping surface and 
adapted to receive an enlargement at an upper portion of 
a container entered upwardly between said ?rst and third 
supporting sections. 

5. A container support clip as set forth in claim 4 
wherein said third supporting section extends angularly 
outwardly and downwardly at its lower end portion to pro 
vide a camming surface at the rear of said portion, said 
camming surface being initially engaged by an upper 
edge portion of a container entered between said ?rst and 
third supporting sections to de?ect said third supporting 
section forwardly during entry. 

6. A container support clip as set forth in claim 5 
wherein said’ third supporting section includes an upright 
hook portion disposed above said lower end portion of 
the section and arranged so as to be integral with the 
section at a rear end portion but otherwise separate there 
from, said hook portion having a rear part integrally con 
nected with said third supporting section and extending 
forwardly therefrom and a front part integrally connected 
with a front end portion of said rear part and extending 
upwardly therefrom so as to be entered between the 
closure member and the body of a container to support 
the same, the aforesaid lower end portion of said third 
supporting section serving at its free edge surface to en 
gage such a container below the hook portion and hold the 
same in an approximately vertical attitude. 

7. A container support clip as set forth in claim 5 
wherein said second supporting section is generally semi 
cyl'mdrical in con?guration and is concave viewed up 
wardly with a central portion thereof o?set upwardly and 

10 

15 

20 

25 

50 

as 
also generally semicylindrical and concave upwardly but 
with a smaller radius of curvature than the remaining 
portions of said section, the lower surface of said central 
portion of said section providing a fourth clamping sur 
face for engagement with an upper edge portion of a con 
tainer entered between said ?rst and third supporting sec 
tions and engaging one of said clamping surfaces on the 
front surface of said ?rst supporting section.. 

8. A container support clip as set forth in claim 7 
wherein the clip is formed of sheet metal and wherein the 
back-plate section thereof is provided with a rearwardly 
projecting downwardly open book, said hook being 
adapted to mount the clip on a vertical wall member or 
the like by entry through an opening in the member and 
engagement with a rear surface of the member. 

9. A container support clip as set forth in claim 7 
wherein the backplate section of the clip has additional 
container supporting means integral therewith at an upper 
end portion thereof, said additional supporting means 
comprising a downwardly open forwardly projecting hook 
and at least one downwardly and forwardly projecting 
tab disposed above the hook, said tab and the adjacent 
portion of said hook serving cooperatively to support a 
container when a beaded upper edge portion thereof is 
entered therebetween with the clip in an inverted attitude, 
and said hook and the aforesaid central portion of said 
second supporting section serving cooperatively to sup 
port a container closure member when the same is en 
tered therebetween with the clip in an inverted attitude. 

10. A container support clip as set forth in claim 9 
wherein the clip is formed of sheet metal and wherein a 
portion of the backplate section thereof between said sup 
porting sections and said additional container supporting 
means is provided with an opening generally of the key 
hole type for mounting the clip on a wall member or the 
like. 

11. A container support clip as set forth in claim 10 
wherein the backplate section thereof is provided with a 
rearwardly projecting downwardly open hook, said hook 
being adapted to mount the clip on a vertical wall mem 
ber or the like by entry through an opening in the mem 
ber and engagement with a rear surface of the member. 
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