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This invention relates to hermetically sealed containers 
that are sealed in such a way that in the course of re 
moval of the sealing cover, an internal cover wall re 
mains in place and provides one or more openings formed 
therein to adapt the container to a selected special use that 
is related to the nature of the contents of the container. 

Containers with outer covers removable to expose a per 
forated inner cover have been known and used, but 
such containers have been complicated as to structure 
and manufacture and have not been suited to hermetic 
sealing of the package. In the packaging of food products 
and the like, hermetic scaling is of course vital to protect 
such products against moisture in some instances, or 
against moisture loss in other instances, and such her 
metic sealing must also protect the packaged product 
against contamination, oxidation and in many cases against 
damage to exposure to light. 

It has been long recognized that hermetically sealed 
aluminum foil packaging is basically suited to the attain 
ment of such protection of the packaged product because 
the foil sheets provide reliable barriers against passage 
of air, moisture and light, and because such aluminum foil 
packaging may make use of foils as thin as .0015 inch, the 
resulting packages are light in weight and may be easily 
handled and economically shipped, and it is therefore an 
important object of this invention to enable hermetically 
sealed containers of the aforesaid kind to be produced 
primarily from metal foil such as aluminum foil so as to 
provide containers with special purpose inner walls or 
cover elements while at the same time utilizing the known 
superior characteristics of metal foil packaging to assure 
protection of the packaged product. 

Another important object of this inventon is to enable 
hermetically sealed containers with special purpose inner 
covers to be provided in a simple manner and in such a 
way as to enable the inner and outer cover elements 
to be pre-assembled and then applied simultaneously to 
the container. More speci?cally, it is an object of this 
invention to enable cover units for such containers to 
be made primarily from metal foil, and to enable such 
cover units to be quickly and easily applied to ?lled con 
tainers in hermetically sealed relation. 

Other and further objects of the present invention will 
e apparent from the following description and claims, 

and are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, which, 
by way of illustration, show preferred embodiments of 
the present invention and the principles thereof, and what 
is now considered to be the best mode in which to apply 
these principles. Other embodiments of the invention em 
bodying the same or equivalent principles may be used 
and structural changes may be made as desired by those 
skilled in the art without departing from the invention. 

In the drawings: 
FiG. l is a plan view of a container adapted to con 

tain a burnable substance, and with the outer cover mem 
ber partially removed; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken through the 

container shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a view showing the container of PIG. 2 after 

the outer cover member has been fully removed; 
FIG. 4 is a plan section looking upwardly and taken 

along the line 4—4 of FIG. 2 so as to show the internal 
structure of the cover unit; 
FIG. 4A is an enlarged fragmental view similar to 
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FIG. 2 and showing the preferred way for securing the 
cover elements in position; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view similar to FIG. 1 and showing 

an alternative embodiment of the invention adapted to 
provide a shaker top for granular substances; 

PIG. 6 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 
along the line 6—-6 of FIG. 5; and showing the container 
in its closed relation; 

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing the container of FIG. 6 
in its fully open relationship; 
FIG. 8 is a View similar to FIGS. 1 and 5 and showing 

another container embodying the invention, the container 
being shown in partially open relation and being adapted 
to provide a pouring opening when the container is fully 
opened; 
PEG. 9 is a vertical sectional View taken substantially 

along the line ?—9 of FIG. 8; 
PEG. 10 is a plan view similar to FIG. 8 and showing 

the container of FIGS. 7 and 8 in its fully open rela 
tionship; 

PEG. 11 is a plan view similar to PIG. 8 and illustrat 
ing another embodiment of the invention in which a pour 
ing opening is provided in a container that is rectangular 
in its plan form; 
PEG. 12 is ‘a vertical sectional view taken substantially 

along the line l2—l2 of PIG. ll; 
PiG. 13 is a view similar to FIG. 11 and showing the 

container in its fully opened relationship; 
FIG. 14 is a vertical sectional View illustrating another 

embodiment of the invention; 
PIG. 15 is a plan view of the structure shown in FIG. 

14; and 
PIG. 16 is a fragmental view similar to PiG. 14 and 

illustrating the manner in which the container may be re 
closed. 
F or purposes of disclosure the invention is herein illus 

trated in several different embodiments so as to show the 
widge range of utility of the invention. Thus, in FIGS. 1 
to 4 of the drawings, a sealed package 29 is shown that 
is adapted to contain a somewhat volatile material that 
may be burned in the container with a small stable heat 
ing ?ame after the package 2%? has been opened. The 
package 2% comprises a top-hanged container 21 across the 
flanged-top of which a multiple~part cover unit 22 is 
secured in hermetically sealed relation, and when a project 
ing tab 221‘ on the cover unit 22 is lifted, an inner cover 
wall 23W, with a large central opening 23-1 therein, is 
left in place on the container so that the wall 23W 
serves to provide a ?ame-controlling ?ange for producing 
an even and longer burning action of the contents of 
the package 2%. The action of such an inwardly project 
ing ?ange is well understood in the art. 
The container 21 is circular in plan form and is formed 

from aluminum foil to provide a bottom wall 218, a 
smooth sloping side wall 215, and a smooth surfaced out 
ward ?ange 21F at the upper edge of the side wall 218. 
Preferably the outer edge of the ?ange 21F has means 
such as a protective roll 21R formed thereon. The con 
tainer 21 is formed from a foil stock such as aluminum 
foil having a thin sealing and protecting coating 21C on 
the surface that is to constitute the inner surface of the 
container and the upper surface of the ?ange 21F. Such 
coating 21C functions to protect the inner suriace of the 
container, and being in the nature of a heat activated ad 
hesive, functions in sealing the cover unit 22 to the ?ange 
1211*, as will be described. 
The multiple-part cover unit 22 comprises an outer or 

upper member 24 that is imperforate and of such a 
character as to be gas and liquid tight, and an inner or 
lower member 23. In the form shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, 
the member 24%- is laminated in character and has an upper 
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paper layer 24? and a lower aluminum foil layer 24M, 
and the lower or inner member is made from aluminum 
foil, and the members 23 and 24 are formed and related 
so that when the upper or outer member 24 is removed 
from the package 29, a pull-out portion 231’ of the wall 
23 will be removed with the member 24 to provide the 
opening 23-1. The outer member 24 may of course be a 
single layer member as distinguished from the laminated 
form herein shown. The tab 22T projects integrally 
from one edge of the upper member 24, with the excep 
tion of the tab 22T, the upper member 24 and the lower 
member 23 are of the same plan-form and are of such 
a size that the cover unit 22 may extend across the 
?anged upper edge of the container 21 and may rest on 
and be sealed to the ?ange 23 as will be explained. 
The foil lower member 23 is pre-cut or pre-slit to de 

?ne the pull-out portion 23?, and this is accomplished by 
forming concentric semi-circular slits 25, FIGS. 1, 2 and 
4. The slits 25 have their adjacent ends spaced apart, 
as shown in FIG. 4, to de?ne connecting webs W that 
support the pull-out portion 231' in position in the plane 
of the member 23. Because of their small size the con 
necting webs W or their locations, are indicated schemati 
cally by a pair of short parallel lines in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. 
The upper and lower members 24 and 23 are adhesively 
secured together in predetermined areas as will be de 
scribed, and when the cover 22. is put in place on the 
container 21 the annular upper face of the ?ange 21F is 
adhesively secured to the lower face of the lower face of 
the lower member 23, thereby to produce a hermetically 
sealed package. 
The adhesive means employed under this invention 

serves not only as an adhesive or sealing means but as a 
protection over the inner surfaces of the package, and 
hence this material is applied as a complete surface coat 
ing to the bottom surfaces of members 23 and 24 at 23C 
and 24C, and as a coating 21C on the upper face of the 
foil of the container 21, as hereinbefore described. The 
adhesive coatings 21C, 23C and 24C are of the heat sealing 
or heat activated‘type so that local areas of the coating 
may be heat activated to seal the required areas of the 
parts together, and such a coated adhesive is particularly 
advantageous in that it also provides a protective coating 
for surfaces of the cover that are to be subjected to 
oxidizing or like conditions. ' 

Thus, the pre-cut lower member 23 is secured to the 
layer 24M by heat sealing in an annular area 26 between 
the bordering edges of the members 23 and 24, and in ad 
dition, the central part of the pull-out portion 23P is se 
cured to the layer 24M by heat scaling in a centrally 
located area 26F. The lower member 23 of course carries 
its coating 23C on its lower surface so that an annular 
area 27 thereof may be readily heat sealed to the coating 
21C of the ?ange 21F to seal the cover 22 in hermetically 
sealed relation on the ?at upper surface of the ?ange 21F. 

In preparing Lhe package 20, the containers 21 are 
individually prepared or manufactured, and the cover 
units 22 are preassembled in either separated or in strip 
or group form, and after a container 21 has been ?lled 
with the volatile burnable material, a cover unit 22 is 
put in place thereon and is hermetically sealed as de 
scribed to the ?ange 21F by the annular heat sealed area 
27. The volatile burnable substance is thus preserved 
within the package 29 during shipmentand storage; and 
when the contents of the package 20 are to be used, the 
tab 22T is grasped and pulled back as shown in FIG. 1 
so as to strip the layer 24 of the cover unit 22 from the 
container 21. As this opening or stripping operation 
takes place the pull-out portion 23F is held to the layer 24 
and the webs W are broken so that the pull-out action 
23P is removed and the top ‘of the container 21 is left 
open and with the wall or ?ange 23W extending inwardly 
and de?ning a central opening 23—1. To facilitate break 
ing of the webs W, these webs are located at right angles 
to the direction of projection of the tab 22T. Hence, as 
the tab 22T is lifted as shown in FIG. 1, the direction of 
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4 
lifting or stripping is transversely related to the Webs W, 
and is parallel to the portions of the slit 25 at the points 
where these slits 25 meet the webs W. This relationship 
results in proper severance of the webs W as the tab 22T 
is lifted. 
The layer 24M, the member 23, and the container 21 

being impervious to air and moisture, and the heat sealed 
areas 26 and 27 being disposed respectively between the 
border areas of the layer 24 and the member 23 and the 
?ange 21F, the structure provides an air-impervious or 
hermeticaly sealed package. 

In FIG. 4A of the drawings the invention is illustrated 
as embodied in a package 29 that is for all practical pur 
poses the same as the package 20 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
but in FIG. 4A the preferred manner of applying the 
adhesive is illustrated in greater detail. Thus, as shown 
in FIG. 4A, the cover unit 22 has its upper layer formed 
by a single sheet 24M of metal foil such as aluminum, 
and this sheet 24M has its entire lower surface coated 
with a continuous layer of coating 240. Similarly, the 
lower layer 23 of the cover unit 22 is formed from a 
single sheet of metal foil such as aluminum, and has a 
continuous adhesive coating 23C on its entire lower sur 
face. Both adhesive coated layers 24C and 23C are of a 
heat activated adhesive, and such a coating serves as a 
protective layer to prevent undesired oxidation of the 
metal surfaces that are covered thereby. The lower 
member 23 has the pull-out section 23F formed therein 
by slits 25 formed as hereinbefore described, and the form 
and relationship of the upper and lower layers of the 
cover unit 22 is the same as hereinbefore described. 
The cover unit 2%} has the upper and lower layers there 

of ?xed together by heat-activating selected areas thereof‘ 
corresponding to the areas 26 and 26? hereinbefore de 
scribed in connection with the embodiment of the inven~ 
tion shown in FIG. 2. After the parts or layers of the 
cover 2% have been secured together, the cover unit 20 
may be put in place on the ?ange 21F of a container 21 
and may be heat sealed thereto by heat activating the an 
nular area 27. 

It might be pointed out that in the use of the present 
container the pull tab 22T is lifted to in effect open the 
package, and it is desirable that there by a preferential 
adhesion in the boardering areas of the cover so that the 
lower layer 23 of the cover until will be held in place by 
the adhesive 27 while the upper layer will be separated 
from the lower layer by stripping or breaking the adhesive 
area 26. This is accomplished because of the differential 
between the single heat seal coating 24C that holds the 
layer 24 in place on the double heat seal coating 21C, 23C 
that acts between the ?ange 21F and the layer 23. 

In FIGS. 5 to 7 the invention is illustrated as embodied 
in a package 129 that in hermetically sealed after pack 
ing, and which when opened, constitutes a shaker for salt, 
pepper and the like materials. The container 12, as shown 
particularly in FIG. 6 of the drawings, comprises a top 
?anged open top container 121 having the same general 
form as the container 21 heretofore described, and 
hermetically sealed by a multiple layer cover unit 122 that 
is adhesively ?xed in position on the ?ange 1211? of the 
container 121. The container 121 and the cover unit 122 
have the same general form and relationship as corre 
sponding parts hereinbefore described in connection with 
FIGS. 1 to 4, but in the cover unit 122, provision is made 
for providing a plurality of relatively small dispensing 
openings 123-1 that are opened as an incident to the 
removal of the upper cover layer 125 by lifting of the 
tab 122T. 
‘ The shaker openings 123-1 are provided by a plurality 
of matched pairs of semi-circular slits 125 of relatively 
small radius that de?ne pull-out sections 1231‘ held in 
position by webs W-l at opposite sides of the respective 
pull-out section 1231’. These webs W-1 are de?ned be 
tween the adjacent ends of the slits 125, and arranged so 
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that the webs W4 will be broken in the course of removal 
of the upper layer 124 of the cover unit 122. 
The upper and lower layers 124 and 123 of the unit 

122 have sealing and protecting coatings 124C and 123C 
thereon and the unit 122 is formed by heat sealing the 
upper layer to the lower member 123 in an annular area 
126 and the pull-out sections 123? are also heat sealed 
to the layer 124 in areas 126“. In pulling the cover unit 
122 in place, the border edge of the lower surface of the 
foil member 123 is heat sealed in position on the ?ange 
1211: of the container in an area 123. ‘When the tab 
122T is lifted and pulled back in the general manner 
shown in FlG. 5, the pull-out areas 123? are lifted with 
the upper layer 124- of the cover unit, and the webs W—l 
are broken so that these pull-out sections are removed 
and the shaker openings 124 are opened as indicated 
in FIG. 7 of the drawings. The contents of the opened 
container 12% may then be discharged through the open 
ings 123-1 in the usual way. 

in FlGS. 8 to 10, the invention is illustrated in a con 
tainer 2.2 that is adapted particularly for containing a 
pourable liquid substance such as a sirup, and provision 
is made whereby a pointed pourinU opening 223-1, FIG. 
10, is opened in the course of the removal of the outer 
layer of the cover unit. Here again, the package 228 
embodies a foil container 221 that has a sealing and pro 
tective coating 221C, and the container 221 is closed by 
a multiple layer cover unit 222. The container 221 and 
the cover unit 222 are in most respects similar to the con 
tainer and the cover unit described in connection with 
FIG. 1. The corresponding parts are numbered with 
the same reference characters with the exception that a 
suflix “2” has been added in each instance. 
The cover unit 222 has a tab 222T at the one edge 

of its upper layer 224, and inner or 1 wer foil member 
223 is associated with the layer 224 in the same manner 
by an annular heat sealed area 227. The cover unit 227 
is similarly secured and hermetically sealed to the ?ange 
22E by an annular heat sealed area 227. The desired 
pouring opening 223-1 is provided by slitting the lower 
layer 223 at 225, and these slits 225 are separated by 
narrow webs W-Z as indicated in FIG. 8 so that the webs 
‘W42, will be broken as the upper layer 22-13 of the cover 
unit 222 is lifted and withdrawn in the manner indicated 
in FIG. 8 of the drawings. Thus, when the upper layer 
224 of the cover unit is withdrawn or lifted upwardly, the 
pull—out section 223? that is de?ned by the slits 225 is 
withdrawn, this result following from the heat sealing of 
the layer 224 and the pull—out section 223? in an area 
‘Zr-5P. A pouring opening 22l—l is thus a?’orded in a 
cross wall 223‘V after the layer 2245 has been withdrawn 
or removed. 
In F158. 11 to 13 of the drawings, another pouring 

package 32%) is provided, the package in this instance being 
of rectangular plan form, and in other respects being sub 
stantially sir 'lar to the container shown in FIGS. 8 to lb 
of the drawings. In this instance a container 221 has a 
cover unit 3-22 thereon, the cover unit having a project 
ing tab 322T at one end thereof, and at one of the corners 
at the other end of the container 321, the lower member 
323 of the cover unit 322 has a triangular pull-out section 
323? that is defined therein by slits 32.5. Tnese slits 325 
are so formed as to provide intermediate supporting webs 
‘7-1-3 in the positions indicated in FIGS. 11 and 13. The 
pouring containers such as the container 32".}, an air inlet 
opening 323A may be provided in the wall 323W, and 
such opening constitutes a small pull out area, like the 
shake openings l23—1 heretofore described, and the pull 
out areas are formed and related to the other elements of 
the cover in the’ same manner as the pull out sections 
123? of FIG. 6. Hence, when the upper layer 32a of 
the cover unit 322 is withdrawn in the manner indicated 
in FIG. ll, the layer 323 is left in place to de?ne a cover 
wall 323W and the pull-out section 323? is withdrawn by 
breaking the webs lei/J5. Hence, when the withdrawal of 
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the upper cover layer is completed, the pull-out por 
tion 323? has been removed, and a pouring opening 
323-1 is provided in one corner of the cover wall 323W. 
It will be understood that the pull-out section 3231) is 
secured to the layer 324 by a heat sealed area 3251), and 
bordering heat sealed areas 326 and 327 are provided in 
the same manner as in the previously described embodi 
ments of the invention. 

In FIGS. 14 to 16 another embodiment of the inven 
tion is illustrated wherein a sealed container 426 is pro 
vided. This package 42% comprises a container 421 of 
the kind hereinbefore described having ?at edge ?anges 
6:21F, and a cover unit 422 is provided that has most of 
the basic characteristics hereinbefore described in re 
spect to the cover units of this invention, but in addi 
tion provides for two different kinds of openings in the 
inner wall and for selective exposure of these different 
kinds of openings and for re-closing of the package. 
Thus the cover unit 422 has an upper layer 424, and a 
lower layer 423, both made from a metal foil such as 
aluminum foil, and these two layers are secured together, 
in an annular area that will be located opposite the 
?ange 421?, by heat sealing in an annular area 4-26. The 
cover unit 428 is secured to the ?ange é’ZlF by a heat 
sealed area 427 in the manner hereinbefore described. 
The lower wall 45-23 in this instance has a plurality of rela 
tively small shaker openings 4.23 formed by slits in the 
lower wall or layer 423 as hereinbefore described and 
have pull out sections 523? de?ned by such slits. The 
pull out sections are secured to the upper wall or layer 
424 by heat sealed areas 426?. 

In an area of the lower wall 423 that is disposed 180° 
from the pull out sections 4-23P, a relatively large pull out 
section 523? is formed by appropriate slits 425, and 
here again the pull out section 523? is secured to the 
upper wall 424 by a heat sealed area 5251’. The pull 
out section 523dJ provides a measuring opening to re 
ceive a measuring spoon in a known manner. Opposite 
the pull out sections 423? and 52313 the outer member 
424 has tabs 422T and 522T, and provision is made 
whereby either one of these tabs may be lifted so as 
to raise an adjacent portion of the upper wall 424 to 
the dotted line position shown in FlG. 14. This results 
in selective lifting of the pull out sections 423}:‘ or 523?, 
and the mid-section of the upper layer 424 of the cover 
is held in place by a diametric heat sealed line or area 
626. Thus, when one of the tabs 422T or 522T is 
lifted, the adjacent portion of the upper member 424 
pivots upwardly about the edge of the diametric adhesive 
area 626, and with this arrangement, either the measur 
ing opening 525? or the shaker openings 4-23? may be 
rendered etlective, and after use of the package, it may 
be re-closed. Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 16 of the draw 
ings, the right hand side of the upper layer of the cover, 
after being opened, has been moved back to its horizontal 
position. In such movement the heat sealed area £25 
holds the pivoted portion of the cover, and the outer 
edge is then secured in its closing position by bending 
the tab 422T downwardly around the edge of the package, 
including the ?ange 421R 
From the foregoing description it will be apparent 

that the present invention provides for the production 
or" hermetically sealed containers that may be opened in 
such a way as to enable the contents or" the container to 
be used in a particularly way, and more speci?cally it 
will be apparent that the removal of a portion of the 
cover of the hermetically sealed package provides a partial 
cover unit on the package which in each instance adapts 
the contents of the package for use in a special way that 
is related to the nature of such contents. 

Thus, while preferred embodiments of the invention 
have been illustrated herein, it is to be understood that 
changes and variations may be made by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the appended claims. 
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I claim: 
1. In a hermetically sealed package, an impervious 

container including a side wall and a continuous outward 
ly extending ?ange about the top of the side wall, a 
cover unit extended across said container, said cover 
comprising metal foil upper and lower members having 
the same size and plan form and with said upper mem 
ber having an integral tab member at one edge thereof 
extending beyond the edge of the lower member, said 
lower metal foil member having a plurality of slits formed 
therein in an end to end relation and de?ning the 
boundaries of a pull-out section supported in the plane 
of said lower member by unbroken webs between ad 
jacent ends of said slits, adhesive means securing said 
pull-out section to the opposed surface of said upper 
member, adhesive means securing and hermetically seal 
ing said upper and lower members of the cover together 
in a continuous area opposite said ?ange, and adhesive 
means securing and hermetically sealing said upper and 
lower foil members together in a continuous area opposite 
said ?ange. 

2. A package as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said webs 
are disposed at substantially right angles to the direction 
of projection of said tab. 

3. A package according to claim 1 wherein thelower 
member of the cover is secured to the ?ange more se 
curely than the upper and lower members are secured. 
together to assure preferential separation of the upper 
member from the lower member when the tab is lifted. 

4. In a cover unit adapted to be adhesively secured 
in place across and in hermetically sealed relation to 
a top-?anged impervious container of predetermined size 
and plan-form, said cover unit comprising metal foil 
upper and lower members of said predetermined size and 
plan form with said upper member having an integral 
tab member extending from one edge thereof, said lower 
metal foil member having a plurality of slits formed 
therein in an end to end relation and de?ning a pull out 
section supported in the plane of said lower member 
by unbroken webs between adjacent. ends of said slits, 
adhesive means forming a continuous seal between and 
about the bordering edges of said lower and upper mem 
bers, and adhesive means securing said pull-out section 
to the opposed surface of said upper member. 

5. A cover unit as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said 
webs are disposed at substantially right angles to the di 
rection of projection of said tab member. 

6. A cover unit according to claim 4 wherein said 
lower member of the cover unit has its lower surface 
completely coated with an adhesive adapted to be acti 
vated to seal the cover unit to opposed ?ange areas of 
a container. 

7. In a cover unit adapted to be adhesively secured in 
place across and in hermetically sealed relation to a top 
?anged impervious container of predetermined size and 
plan form, said cover unit comprising a lower member 
made from air-impervious material and of said prede 
termined size and plan-form, an upper member made of 
air-impervious material and having the same size and plan 
'form as said lower member and with an integral extend 
ing tab member at one edge thereof, said lower member 
having .a plurality of slits formed therein spaced from 
the edge thereof and in an end to end relation and de 
?ning a pull-out section supported in the plane and said 
lower member by unbroken webs between adjacent ends 
of said slits, adhesive means forming a continuous im 
pervious seal between and about the bordering edges of 
said lower and upper members, and adhesive means se 
curing said pull-out section to the opposed surface of said 
upper member. 

8. A cover unit as de?ned in claim 6 wherein said 
webs are disposed at substantially right angles to the di-' 
rection of projection of said tab. 

9. A cover unit according to claim 7 wherein the lower 
surface of said lower member has a continuous coating of 
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impervious adhesive thereon adapted to be activated to 
seal and secure the cover unit to the ?ange of a container. 

10. In a hermetically sealed package, an impervious 
container having a side wall and a continuous outwardly 
extending impervious ?ange about the top of the side 
wall, a cover unit extended across said container and hav 
ing its lower surface in hermetically sealed relation to the 
?ange of said container, said cover comprising metal 
foil upper and lower members having the same size and 
plan form and with said upper member having a pair of 
tab members extending therefrom at diametrically oppo 
site points, and adhesive means securing the upper and 
lower members of ‘the cover together in an impervious 
relation in a continued area opposite said ?ange, a cen 
tral area of adhesive means securing said upper and lower 
members of the cover together along a continuous line ex 
tending from edge to edge of the cover perpendicular 
to a line connecting said tabs, said lower metal foil mem 
ber having a plurality of sets of slits formed therein in 
an end to end relation and de?ning the boundaries of 
pull-out sections located on opposite sides of said central 
area and supported in the plane of said lower member by 
unbroken webs between adjacent ends of said slits, and 
adhesive means securing said pull-out sections to said 
upper member. 

11. In a hermetically sealed package, an impervious 
container having a side wall and a continuous outwardly 
extending impervious ?ange about the top of the side 
wall, a cover unit extended across said container and 
having its lower surface in hermetically sealed relation 
to the ?ange of said container, said cover comprising metal 
foil upper and lower members having the same size and 
plan form and with said upper member having a pair of 
tab members extending therefrom at diametrically oppo 
site points, and adhesive means securing the upper and 
lower members of the cover together in an impervious 
relation in a continuous area opposite said ?ange, a cen 
tral area of adhesive means securing said upper and lower 
members of the cover together along a continuous line 
extending from edge to edge of the cover perpendicular to 
a line connecting said tabs, said lower metal foil mem 
ber having a plurality of sets of slits formed therein in 
an end to end relation and de?ning the boundaries of 
pull-out sections of di?erent shapes located on opposite 
sides of said central area and supported in the plane of 
said lower member by unbroken webs between adjacent 
end of said slits, and adhesive means securing said pull 
out sections to said upper member. 

12. In a hermetically sealed package, an impervious 
container having a side wall and a continuous outwardly 
extending impervious ?ange about the top of the side 
wall, a cover unit extended across said container and 
having its lower surface in hermetically sealed relation 
to the ?ange of said container, said cover comprising 
metal foil upper and lower members having the same size 
and plan form and with said upper member having at 
least one tab member extending therefrom at the edge 
thereof, and adhesive means securing the upper and lower 
members of the cover together in an impervious relation 
in a continuous area opposite said ?ange, a central area 
of adhesive means securing said upper and lower mem 
bers of the cover together along a continuous line ex 
tending from edge to edge of the cover perpendicular to 
a line extended radially to said tab, said lower metal foil 
member having slits formed therein in an end to end re 
lation and de?ning the boundaries of a pull-out section 
located between said central area and said tab and sup 
ported in the plane of said lower member by unbroken 
webs between adjacent end of said slits, and adhesive 
means securing said pull-out section to said upper member. 

13. In a cover unit adapted to be extended across a 
top ?anged container and to be sealed to the ?ange im 
pervious of such a container to produce a hermetically 
sealed package, said cover comprising metal foilupper 
and lower members having the same size and plan form 
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and with said upper member having a pair of tab mem 
bers extending therefrom at diametrically opposite points, 
adhesive means securing the upper and lower members 
of the cover together in an impervious relation in a con 
tinuous area conforming with the plan form of the ?ange 
to which the cover unit is to be secured, a central area of 
adhesive means securing said upper and lower members 
of the cover together along a continuous line extending 
from edge to edge of the cover perpendicular to a line 
connecting said tabs, said lower metal foil member hav 
ing a plurality of sets of slits formed therein in an end 
to end relation and de?ning the boundaries of pull-out 
sections of different shapes located on opposite sides of 
said central area and supported in the plane of said lower 
member by unbroken webs between adjacent end of said 
slits, adhesive means securing said pull-out sections to said 
upper member, and a coating of adhesive on the lower 
surface of the lower member of the cover unit for im 
perviously sealing and securing the cover unit to the ?ange 
of a container. 

14. In a cover unit adapted to be extended across a 
top ?anged impervious container and to be sealed to the 
?ange of such a container to produce a hermetically 
sealed package, said cover comprising metal foil upper 
and lower members having the same size and plan form 
as the ?anged container and with said upper member 
having a pair of tab members extending therefrom at dia 
metrically opposite points, adhesive means securing the 
upper and lower members of the cover together in an 
impervious relation in a continuous area conforming with 
the plan form of the ?ange to which the cover unit is to 
be secured, a central area of adhesive means securing 
said upper and lower members of the cover together 
along a continuous line extending from edge to edge of 
the cover perpendicular to a line connecting said tabs, 
said lower metal foil member having a plurality of sets 
of slits formed therein in an end to end relation and de 
?ning the boundaries of pull-out sections located on op 
posite sides of sad central area and supported in the 
plane of said lower member by unbroken webs between 
adjacent end of slits, and adhesive means securing said 
pull-out sections to said upper member. 

15. In a hermetically sealed package a metal foil con 
tainer having bottom and side walls with a continuous 
outward ?ange about the top of the side wall, said con 
tainer having a continuous coating of protective heat 
sealable material on its inside surface and the upper sur 
face of the ?ange, a cover unit comprising metal foil up 
per and lower members coated on their lower surfaces 
with a layer of protective heat sealable material, said 
members being of the same size and plan form and with 
said upper member having an integral tab projecting 
from one edge thereof, said lower member in end to end 
relation to de?ne the boundaries of a pull-out section 
held in the plane of the lower member by unbroken 
webs between adjacent ends of said slits, said pull out 
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section being heat sealed to said upper member and said 
lower member being heat sealed in an impervious rela 
tion to said upper member and to said ?ange in continu 
ous border areas opposite the ?ange. 

16. In a cover unit adapted to be extended across a 
top ?anged impervious container and to be sealed to the 
?ange of such a container to produce a hermetically 
sealed package, said cover comprising metal foil upper 
and lower members having the same size and plan form 
as the container to be sealed and with said upper member 
having at least one integral tab member extending from 
the edge thereof, adhesive means securing the upper and 
lower members of the cover together in an impervious 
relation in a continuous area conforming with the size 
and plan form of the ?ange to which the cover unit is to 
be secured, a central area of adhesive means securing 
said upper and lower members of the cover together 
along a continuous line extending from edge to edge of 
the cover perpendicular to a line extended from said tab 
to the center of the cover, said lower metal foil member 
having a plurality of sets of slits formed therein in an 
end to end relation and de?ning the boundaries of a pull 
out section located between said tab and the central area 
of adhesive means, said pull out section being supported 
in the plane of said lower member by unbroken webs be 
tween adjacent end of said slits, and adhesive means se 
curing said pullout section to said upper member. 

17. In a cover unit adapted to be secured in place 
across the top of and in hermetically sealed relation to 
an impervious container of predetermined size and plan 
form, said cover unit comprising a metal lower member 
of said predetermined size and plan-form, and having 
means about its bordering edges for hermetically sealing 
such bordering edges onto such a container, said metal 
lower member having a plurality of slits formed therein 
in an end-to-end relation and de?ning a pullout section 
supported in its original position with respect to the low 
er member by unbroken webs of metal between the ad 
jacent ends of said slits, an upper member positioned on 
top of said lower member and having its outer edges ex 
tended outwardly beyond said pullout section, adhesive 
means forming a continuous impervious seal between said 
lower member and said upper member outwardly of and 
entirely about said pullout section, adhesive means se 
curing the upper member to said pullout section, and a 
tab formed at one edge of said upper member for lifting 
said upper member and breaking said continuous seal 
and lifting said pullout section. 
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