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3,148,768 
MULTI-COWARTMENT CIGARETTE PACKAGE 
Edith E. Gatto, 2h63 Murray Hill Road, Cleveiaud, Ghio 

Filed Dec. 26, 1962, Ser. No. 247,175 
4 Claims. (Cl. 206-41) 

This invention relates to a multi-compartment cigarette 
package and has for an object to provide an improved 
cigarette package made up in a plurality of readily sepa 
rable compartments wherein each compartment contains 
approximately half a dozen cigarettes, wherein the com 
plete package includes preferably three compartments, 
althrough it may include less or more, and when in the 
form of three compartments is approximately the size of 
a conventional package of cigarettes. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a multi 

compartment cigarette package which may be sold and 
then carried as a single unit, wherein each compartment 
may be used without disturbing the remaining compart 
ments until the cigarettes have been used up in one com 
partment whereupon the empty compartment may be 
readily discarded and a next compartment may be then 
opened, the succeeding compartments thus being left com 
pletely sealed to maintain maximum freshness of the ciga 
rettes therein. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide a 
multi-compartment cigarette package wherein the pack 
age may be carried as a unit and each compartment 
utilized until it is empty and then may be discarded fromV 
the package, thus progressively reducing the size of the 
package until the last compartment, itself, is used up and 
discarded. 
However, another object of the invention is that when 

space is at a premium, the individual compartments may 
be readily separated and a single compartment or unit 
carried separately, thus making a smaller' amount of ciga 
rettes available to the smoker and thus tending to cause 
the smoker to space out the cigarettes that he has availa 
ble thus cutting down the amount of smoking that he 
does with beneiicial results of less smoking. 

Still a further object of this invention is tov provide a 
multi-compartment cigarette package wherein each com 
partment unit is separately unsealed and then opened as 
needed until that particuiar compartment unit is empty 
whereupon it is readily discarded and a successive com 
partment unit is then utilized in a similar manner. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide an 
improved cigarette package compartment unit wherein a 
small number of cigarettes are packaged in a sealed 
package which may be readily opened, and then the foil 
portion of the unit may be lifted temporarily from the 
containing wrapper to make an individual cigarette readily 
accessible without the necessity of touching an adjacent 
cigarette thus keeping the unused cigarettes in more sani 
tary condition. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide a 
multi-compartment cigarette package wherein each com 
partment unit is made up of an inner-foil wrapping about 
a small number of cigarettes, the inner-foil wrapping 
being carried in an outer wrapping which is further carried 
in a sealed cellophane wrapper having a pull tape for 
individually opening the same and wherein when being 
used, cover tabs are provided to close the package when 
not in use, one of the tabs being useable as a handle for 
lifting up the cigarette package and for further uncovering 
a side portion thereof to make these individual cigarettes 
more readily available. 

With the above and related objects in view, this inven 
tion consists in the details of constmction and combina 
tion of parts, as will be more fully understood from the 
following description, when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing in which: 
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FIG. l is a perspective view of one side of the multi 

compartment cigarette package of this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the other side of the 

invention with one end compartment unit emptied and 
in the process of being discarded. K 
FiG. 3 is a perspective view of a single compartment 

unit showing the inner-foil container with the cigarettes 
raised up to cigarette dispensing position. 

FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view through the multi 
compartment cigarette package on line 4~4 of FIG. l. 

FIG. 5 is a section view on line 5_5 of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary section view on a very much 

enlarged scale on line 6_6 of FlG. 1. 
FIG. 7 is a plan View of the sheet of wrapping ma 

terial blank used in forming the outer wrapper for one end 
of compartment unit. 
FlG. 8 is a similar view of the sheet material blank 

for one or more intermediate units. 
FIG. 9 is a similar view of the sheet material blank 

for t te other end unit. y 
FIG. l0 is a similar view of the foil wrapper, blank. 
FIG. ll is a side elevational View of a separated com 

partment unit. 
There is shown at lti the multi-compartment cigarette 

package of this invention, here shown, as consisting of 
three separable individual parallelopiped-shaped compart 
ment units in ‘wrappers i2, i4 and 16. The end units in 
wrappers 1,2 and i6 diifer slightly from each other and 
from the intermediate unit in wrapper 14 butfif more 
than three units'are'provided in the package, all addi 
tional units will be identical with the intermediate unit at 
i4. Each individual unit consists of an inner dispensing 
pack i8, made up of foil lined paper consisting of an 
inner paper portion Ztl and foil portion 22 which are 
intermediately secured together to act as a single sheet, 
as illustrated in FIG. l0'. 
As shown in FIG.' l0, this foil Vcoated paper consists 

of four elongated rectangular sides 24, 26, 28 and 3l) with 
a joining strip 32 extending from the side Sti. Depend 
ing from the bottom of each of these elongated sides are 
bottom forming tabs 34, 35,33 and 46 and at their upper 
ends are cover forming extending tabs 42,V 44,46- and 
4S, each arrow shaped as shown, with one ofthe tabs 
such as 44 having its sides extend down further as at Si? 
to 'provide the tab bearing the numeral 2,»as shown in 
FIG. 3. This tab 44 thus acts as a handle for tem 
porarily pulling the cigarette containing foil up out of its 
outer wrapping so that the tabs may be opened to a 
position shown in FIG. 3 and make each individual ciga 
rette 52 more readily accessible for dispensing from the 
package, whereby the selected cigarettemay be individu 
ally grasped without the necessity of touching any ad 
jacent cigarette. ‘ ' 

The outer wrapper blank shown at 12, 14 and 16, each 
consists of a ilexible cardboard material to which a cello 
phane wrapper is simultaneously applied when wrapping it 
about the inner-foil pack 18, the ñexible cardboard being 
shown at 54 and its cellophane wrapper at 56 in FIG. 6. 
The outer wrapper blank 12 consists of four elongate 
rectangular side portions 58, 60, 62 and 64 and an ex 
tending end securing narrow strip 66. From the bottom 
of each elongate rectangular side member, there is a de 
pending bottom tab 68, 70, 72 and 74 with the cellophane 
extending thereover. Extending upwardly from one side 
member, such as side member 64, is an elongate upper 
tab 76 having its upper corners beveled as at '78. Adjacent 
to but spaced from the bottom of the same rectangular 
side 64, there is provided a struck out tongue 80 which is 
left hinged thereto as at 82 with all the remaining sides 
struck out and its lower edge pointed at 84. 
The blank from which one or more intermediate wrap 

pers 14 is made up is identical with that shown at 12 in 
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FIG. 7 but, in addition, has the side 86 provided with a 
slot 88 of a size and location so that the tongue Sii of an 
adjacent pack may be inserted therethrough between the 
wrapper 14 and the contained foil pack 18, as clearly 
brought out in the sectional View in FIG. 4. 
The wrapper 16 forming the other end compartment 

unit is similiar to both the foreging wrapper but omits any 
elongate tab at the top but includes a slot SS correspond 
ingly positioned in its side 86. The three wrappers being 
otherwise identical, identical reference numerals are ap 
plied to corresponding parts except where they have dif 
ferent functions. 

In closing the foil inner packs, the tabs will be folded 
over the top ends of the cigarettes 52 in the reverse order 
of the numbers thereon so that the one bearing the nu 
meral 4 will be ñrst folded over, then the tab bearing the 
numeral 3, then the handle tab 44 bearing the numeral 2 
will be folded carefully over the top cigarettes and lastly 
the one bearing the number 1, t-his being tab 48 and its 
end provides an arrow all assembled to point in the same 
direction toward the end wrapper 12 so that each of the 
arrows point toward the package to be iirst opened, used 
and first discarded. 

In operation, the foil packs 18 are formed by folding 
the wrapping sheets 22, shown in FIG. 10, to form the 
pack 18, shown in FIG. 3, and closed as just described. 
Then the wrapper 12 is folded thereabout with the card 
board wrapper material 54 leaving an open top as at 92 
but the cellophane extending over and sealing the top with 
a pull tape 94 extending thereabout with a pull end 96 
extending therethrough in a conventional manner so as to 
enable the top cellophane portion to be readily torn off 
and removed to allow access to the tabs 42, 44, 46 and 4S 
for opening the pack to permit a cigarette 52 to be re 
moved therefrom. The foil pack 18 after having its cello 
phane top removed, may be lifted by pulling on the tab 
44 with the numeral 2 to lift the foil pack 1S out of the 
wrapper pack 12 and permit the tab ‘id to be opened along 
t-he cuts 5G to the position shown in FIG. 3, allowing the 
first and then subsequently each additional cigarette 52 to 
be individually removed as desired. 
The compartment unit enclosed by the wrapper 12 is 

detachably secured to the compartment unit enclosed by 
the wrapper 14 by having its elongate upper tab 76 slid 
down through an appropriate slot in the cellophane top 
covering into the inner side of the elongate side S6 be 
tween the wrapper 14 and the foil pack 18 therein, as 
shown in FIG. 4, its tongue Sil being simultaneously in 
serted through the slot $8 ofthe wrapper 14 and the lower 
tab 72 inserted through an appropriate slot in the bottom 
of the cellophane cover to extend between the bottom 
two tabs of the intermediate pack in the wrapper 14. Ob 
viously, in being assembled manually the tab ’76 would 
make the ñrst insertion a slight amount and the tongue 
80 would be simultaneously inserted and jointly brought 
together and then the bottom tab ‘72 would be inserted in 
position. Then the intermediate unit in Wrapper 14 is 
similarly joined through the end unit of the wrapper 16 
making up the completely assembled package. Next, 
securing tapes 9S are secured between the bottom of the 
firstv and second compartments, and between the second 
and third compartments as shown in FIG. l. 
To gain access to the cigarettes, the pull tape 92 of the 

first foil pack 18 to be used in the outer wrapper 12 is 
pulled around by its pull end 96 to unseal the cover tabs 
of the foil pack which are then opened in the order 
shown by the numerals on the inside thereof, l, 2, 3, 4, 
the handle provided by the cover tab 2 being pulled to 
lift the foil pack somewhat above the outer wrapper 12, 
asl illustrated in FIG. 3, to allow access to a cigarette. 
Then when one cigarette has been removed therefrom, the 
foil pack is closed by placing the right index finger against 
each foil tab and slowly working the linger to bring the 
foil tabs back into place, and the foil pack 1S pushed back 
into the outer. wrapper 12. When the last cigarette has 
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been removed from the foil pack 13 in outer wrapper 12, 
as indicated by the upwardly extending cover tabs in FIG. 
2, the empty pack 18 in the outer wrapper 12 is then dis 
carded by pulling the securing tape 98 to release the cello 
phane wrapped first compartment 12 from the second 
compartment 14 and by merely lifting such unit in an 
upward direction, thus pulling out the tongues 72, 80 and 
76 from their positions in the adjacent unit and then the 
adjacent unit is opened and used in a similar manner. 
Then the next pack is similarly used in turn. Ob 

viously, more intermediate packs in the wrapper 14 could 
be provided if desired and similarly even the one inter 
mediate pack in the wrapper 14 could be eliminated and 
only package units in the wrappers 12 and 16 assembled 
in a manner obvious from the foregoing description could 
4be used to provide an initially smaller package. 

Although this invention has been described in con 
siderable detail, such description is intended as being 
illustrative rather than limiting, since 4the invention may 
be variously embodied, and the scope of t-he invention is 
to be determined as claimed. Y 

Having thus set forth and disclosed the nature of this 
invention, what is claimed is: 

1. A multi-compartment cigarette package comprising 
a plurality of separable cigarette compartments, each 
compartment containing a plurality of cigarettes, means 
for separably joining each of two of said compartments 
to each other, each said compartment being parallelopiped 
in shape, each compartment including a foil wrapper 
folded about the contained cigarettes and providing four 
sides, a bottom and an openable and resealable top, said 
resealable top comprising a foldable tab extending from 
each of said four sides and foldable over one another 
over the ends of the contained cigarettes, and an outer 
wrapper folded about the four sides and bottom of each' 
said foil wrapper leaving an unwrapped top end, one 
foldable tab being elongated by having cuts extending 
somewhat down along the sides of its compartment side 
to extend the top opening over a portion of the side of the 
contained cigarettes to allow more ready access thereto 
after the foil wrapper has been lifted somewhat from said 
outer wrapper, each outer Wrapper being open at its top, 
each foil compartment being vertically slidable upwardly 
through said open top of said outer wrapper, said outer 
wrapper of one compartment providing four elongate 
sides and bottom tabs, and an elongate tab extendingvup 
wardly from the top end of one elongate side, the bottom 
ta-b of said one elongate side and said elongate tab being 
arranged to be inserted into holding position in the outer 
wrapper of the next adjacent compartment, and a tongue 
struck out from said one elongate side and arranged to 
extend through a slot in an adjacent elongate side of the 
wrapper of said next adjacent compartment, said elongate 
tab, said bottom tab, and said tongue and slot thus pro 
viding said means for separably joining said compartments 
together. ' 

2. The package of claim l, and a cellophane wrapper 
enclosing each separable compartment, slotted to receive 
said joining tabs therethrough, a pull tape for removing 
the top end covering portion of said cellophane wrapper, 
and a second pull tape securing the first compartment to 
the second compartment, and a third pull tape securing 
the second compartment to the third compartment. 

3. A multi-compartment parallelopiped-shaped ciga 
-rette package comprising a plurality of separable cigarette 
compartments, each compartment comprising a foil 
wrapped about contained cigarettes providing elongate 
sides, a bottom, and tabs extending upwardly from said 
sides `and foldable over the top ends of the contained 
cigarettes providing a reclosable cover therefore, and an 
outer wrapper folded about the sides of each foil com 
partment and having depending bottom forming tabs at 
the bottom end of each said side, and means separablyV 
holding each outer wrapper in contacting adjacent rela 
tion comprising a tab extending from the top end of one 
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outer Wrapper side and folded over and inserted between 
said foil compartment side and the outer wrapper of the 
adjacent compartment and one bottom forming tab of said 
same outer wrapper, said bottom tab extending outward 
ly and inserted between opposite folded bottom tabs of 
said adjacent outer Wrapper, and a tongue struck out from 
one of the contacting adjacent sides between its ends and 
inserted through a slot in the other of said adjacent sides 
to between the outer Wrapper side and the foil side there 
within. 

4. The package of claim 3, each compartment having 
an enclosing cellophane Wrapper thereabout slotted to 
receive the joining tabs therethrough, a pull tape adjacent 
the top end of each compartment for removing the top 
of the cellophane wrapper, and a second pull tape secur 

10 

tê 
ing the first compartment to the second compartment, and 
a third pull tape securing the second compartment to the 
third compartment. 
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