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This invention relates to closure latches and more par 
ticularly to closure latches for station wagon bodies hav 
ing a tail gate and a tail gate window movable between 
open and closed positions. 
Many current station wagon bodies include a tail gate 

having a window movable into and out of the tail gate 
between open and closed positions, with the window being 
received within ñxed guides on the body in the closed 
position thereof. In an arrangement such as this, it is 
necessary to prevent release of the tail gate unless the 
window is in an open position in order to prevent damage 
to the window should it be located within the guides and 
the operator tries to release the latch means and open the 
tail gate. 
The closure latch of this invention is particularly in 

tended for use with station wagon bodies of this type and 
generally includes a handle which must move within the 
plane of the window in order to release the latch means 
and allow the tail gate to be opened. By providing a 
handle of this type in combination with cooperating latch 
operating means, the latch means for the tail gate cannot 
be released unless the window is in an open position. 
The primary object of this invention is to provide an 

improved closure latch. Another object of this invention 
is to provide an improved closure latch for station wagon 
bodies including a tail gate and a tail gate window mov 
able between open and closed positions into and out of 
the tail gate, with the window being received within fixed 
guides on the body when in the closed position thereof. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a closure 
latch for a closure and a closure window movable into 
and out of the closure, with the closure latch including 
operating means which must move within the plane of 
the window to thereby prevent release of the closure latch 
unless the window is in an open position within the clo 
sure. 

These and other objects of the invention will be readily 
apparent from the following specification and drawings 
wherein: 
FIGURE l is a partial rear elevational view of a sta 

tion wagon body having a tail gate movable between open 
and closed positions and a tail gate window mounted on 
the tail gate for movement betweenopen and closed posi 
tions into and out of the tail gate, with the tail gate em 
bodying a closure latch according to this invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken gener 

ally along the plane indicated by line 2-2 of FIGURE 
l; and . 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view. 
Referring now particularly to FIGURE 1 of the draw 

ings, a station wagon body ltì includes a tail gate 12 
which is hinged adjacent its lower edge 14 to body 10 for 
movement between a closed position, as shown, and an 
open position, not shown. A vertically movable tail gate 
window 16 is mounted on the tail gate 12 by suitable win 
dow regulator mechanism for movement between a closed 
position within the tail gate 12 and an open or partially 
open position, as shown, wherein the side edge portions 
of the window are received within fixed channel guides 
1S of body 10. . 

In order to prevent any damage to the window 16, 
should the window be in a closed or partially closed posi 
tion and it is desired to open the tail gate, this invention 
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provides a closure latch which positively prevents any 
release of the tail gate latches unless the window 16 is in 
a fully open position within the tail gate 12. 

Referring now particularly to FIGURES 2 and 3 of the 
drawings, the tail gate 12 includes an inner panel 20, a 
reinforcing panel 22, and a bracing panel 24. A gen 
erally U-shaped bracket 26 has the legs thereof secured 
to panel 22 and mounts a stud or pivot 28 which swing 
ably supports an operating member or lever 30 interme 
diate the ends thereof. A coil torsion spring 32 inter 
connecting the lever 30 and the bracket 26 holds the lever 
in a general vertically disposed position, as shown, and 
resists rotational movement thereof. A lateral ear at the 
lower end of the lever is pivoted at 34 to a shiftable link 
36 and an offset lateral ear at the upper end of the lever 
is pivoted at 38 to a similar shiftable link 40. As shown 
in FIGURE 1, links 36 and 40 pivotally interconnect the 
lever 30 with the tail gate latches 42 which are conven 
tional and of known construction, the details of which are 
not shown since they form no part of this invention. 
A channel bracket 44 includes a pair of opposite aper 

tured ears 46 which are pivoted by a pivot pin 48 to a 
pair of lateral ears 50 of lever 30 which are located inter 
mediate the upper and lower ends of the lever and above 
the pivot 28 thereof. A coil torsion spring 52 surrounds 
the pivot pin 48 and has one end thereof bearing against 
the bracket 44 and the other end thereof bearing 
against the lever 30 to normally hold the bracket 44 in its 
full line position, as shown, with respect to the lever 30. 
An offset operating member or handle 54 has a lower end 
thereof welded or otherwise rigidly secured to the base of 

ÍCC 

_bracket 44 and includes an upper generally U-shaped por 
tion 56 which terminates immediately adjacent the inner 
surface of the window 16 in its closed position, FIGURE 
2, and is provided with a knob 58. The portion 56 eX 
tends inwardly into body 10 from the tail gate 12 through 
an arcuate slot 60 in panel 24 and similar aligned slots 
in the panels 20 and 22. 
Movement of the handle 54 to the right, as viewed in 

FIGURE 3, will swing the handle and the lever 30 as a 
unit clockwise about the pivot 28 to thereby shift link 
40 to the right and link 36 to the left and release the side 
latches 42. 

In order to prevent such movement of the handle and 
lever as a unit when the window 16 is in a closed posi 
tion, a lanced bent tab 62 is provided on panel 24 imme 
diately adjacent the handle 54. Thus, the handle 54 can 
not be moved to the right unless it is first moved out of 
the path of the tab 62. As indicated in dot-dash lines 
in FIGURE 2, the handle 54 can be pivoted inwardly of 
the tail gate 12 about the pin 48 and against the action 
of the spring 52 until the handle is moved to a position 
54’ wherein it is located out of the path of the tab 62. 
When the handle is in this position, the handle and lever 
30 can be operated as previously set forth to release the 
latches 42. However, should the window 16 be in a 
closed or partially closed position, the handle cannot be 
moved to its position 54’ since the portion 56 of the han 
dle will engage window 16 and cannot be moved within 
the plane of the Window. Accordingly, the latches 42 
cannot be released. 

Thus, this invention provides a new and improved clo 
sure latch for station wagon bodies including a tail gate 
and a tail gate window movable into and out of the tail 
gate between open and closed positions wherein it is de 
sired to hold the tail gate in a closed latched position 
unless the window is in a fully open position. 
What is claimed is: 
l. In a vehicle body including a closure movable be 

tween open and closed positions and having a window 
opening therein, a window mounted on said closure for 
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movement between open and closed positions with respect 
to said opening, and latch means for latching said closure 
to said body, the combination comprising, latch operat 
ing means movably mounted on said closure and opera 
tively connected to said latch means for release thereof 
upon movement of said operating means, an operating 
member, means operatively connecting said member to 
said operating means for movement independently there 
of between ñrst and second positions and movement 
therewith as a unit while in both said positions to release 
said latch means, means preventing movement of said 
member and said operating means as a unit when said 
member is in said first position, and means on said mem 
ber movable into said window opening when said member 
is moved from said first position to said second position, 
said window preventing movement of said member to said 
second position when said window is in said closed posi 
tion within said window opening. 

2. In a vehicle body including a closure movable be 
tween open and closed positions and having a window 
opening therein, a Window mounted on said closure for 
movement between open and closed positions with respect 
to said opening, and latch means for latching said closure 
to said body, the combination comprising, latch operat 
ing means movably mounted on said closure and opera 
tively connected to said latch means for release thereof 
upon movement of said operating means, an operating 
member, means operatively connecting said member to 
said operating means for movement independently there 
of between a first position out of the plane of said win 
dow opening and a second position within the plane of 
said window opening and movement therewith as a unit 
while in said first and second positions to release said 
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latch means, means preventing movement of said member 
and said operating means as a unit when said member is 
in said first position, said window preventing movement 
of said member from said ñrst position to said second 
position when said window is in said closed position 
within said window opening. ` 

3. In a vehicle body including a closure movable be 
tween open and closed positions and having a window 
opening therein, a window mounted on said closure for 
movement between open and closed positions with respect 
to said opening, and latch means for latching said closure 
to said body, the combination comprising, latch operat 
ing means movably mounted on said closure and opera 
tively connected to said latch means for release thereof 
upon movement of said operating means, an operating 
member, means swingably mounting said member on said 
operating means for movement independently thereof 
between first and second positions and movement there 
with as a unit while in both said positions to release said 
latch means, means preventing movement of said member 
and said operating means as a unit when said member 
is in said first position, and means on said member mov 
able into said window opening when said member is 
moved from said first position to said second position, 
said window preventing movement of said member to said 
second position when said window is in said closed posi 
tion within said window opening. 
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