
Aug. 25, 1964 E. B. SMITH.“ ' 3,145,903 
SHOPPING BAG WITH PROTECTIVE -'COVER 

2 Sheets-Sheet 1 ' 

“T 1 |:'_4- - 

Filed July 26, 1962 

INVENTOR. 
fan/4R0 3.,5'M/7'H' 



' 3,145,908 Aug. 25, 1964 E. B. SMITH 

SHOPPING BAG WITH PROTECTIVE COVER 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

- INVEgJ‘OR fan/4R0 .5’. M/TH 

4/1: a?” 1% 
BY 

NEYS 

Filed July 26, 1962 



United States Patent 0 
1 

3,145,908 . 
SHOPPING BAG WITH PROTECTIVE COVER 
Edward B. Smith, 172 5th Ave., Madison 10, NJ. 

Filed July 26, 1962, Ser. No. 212,607 
4 Claims. (Cl. 229-54) 

The present invention relates to improvements in shop 
ping bags and'it relates, more particularly, to an ex 
pansible type of shopping bag having carrying handles 
at one end which incorporates a cover for protection of 
the contents of the bag;- " ' 

An’ object of the invention is to provide an expansible 
shopping bag with a protective’cover which forms a part 
of the bag and whichcan'be readily placed over the 
contents of the-bag when desired. Another object of 
the invention is to provide a shopping bag with a cover 
for protecting the contents of the bag which will not 
interfere with placing articles in the bag or the storage 
of such bags prior to their use. 

In general, the invention relates to an expansible shop 
ping bag which may be formed in the usual manner from 
a tube of paper or other similar material which is closed 
at one end, with the other end being open. In such 
shopping bags, it is customary to provide carrying handles 
secured to opposite side walls of the bag at the open end 
thereof. Shopping bags of this character are generally 
rectangular in shape when erected and are usually dis 
tributed by merchants as a convenience for their cus 
tomers in carrying a number of packages which have 
been wrapped separately. However, when packages are 
placed in such a bag, the mouth of the bag remains open 
and the individual packages which frequently are gift 
wrapped, are exposed to the elements and can become 
damaged by rain, snow or the like. 

In order to overcome this de?ciency, the present in 
vention provides a protective cover for such a bag in 
the form of a separate sheet or ply which is attached to 
one side of the bag adjacent the open end thereof. The 
separate ply or sheet lies ?at against the side of the bag 
and its lower end which extends to the bottom of the bag. 
Thus, by raising the free end of the sheet and placing 
the sheet over contents of the bag, protection is provided 
in a very inexpensive and simple manner. The inclusion 
of such a protective cover in a shopping bag does not add 
materially to the cost of the bag or the space required 
to store such bags prior to their use. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent and be better understood from the follow 
ing description and the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shopping bag em 

bodying the invention in expanded form; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the shopping bag shown 

in FIG. 1 in its ?at or collapsed form prior to use; 
FIG. 3 is a section view taken along the line 3-3 of 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view in section taken along 

the line 4-4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view corresponding to FIG. 

2, but illustrating a modi?ed form of shopping bag em 
bodying the invention; 

FIG. 6 is a section view taken along the line 6—6 of 
FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is an exploded view in perspective of another 
form of shopping bag embodying the invention; and 

FIG. 8 is a side view in vertical, on a somewhat en 
larged scale, of an assembled shopping bag as shown in 
FIG. 7. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail and to FIGS. 
1-4 in particular, there is an expansible shopping bag 
10 having a body portion 11 formed from a tube of 
paper or the like which is open at one end and has a flat 
bottom 12 closing its other end. The end walls 13 of 
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the body portion form gussets which fold ‘inwardly to 
permit the bag to be collapsed to a flat condition, as 
shown in FIG. 2, for storage and‘ shipment. As shown 
in FIG. 1, the bag is generally rectangular in shape ‘and 
is open as its upper end when expanded for use. 

In addition, carrying handles 14 of cord or the like 
are secured to opposing side walls 15 of the body portion 
of the bag and extend beyond the open end of the bag. 
The carrying handles may be secured to the side walls of 

For example, 
they may be secured by staples 16 to a reinforcing strip 
17 which is in turn secured to theside wall of the body 
portion by an adhesive with a ?ap 18 formed at the 
end of the side wall being turned inwardly over the 
reinforcing strip. This is a conventional way of secur 
ing the handles to the body portion of the bag and it 
will be understood that other ways of securing the 
handles to the bag may be employed if desired. 

In accordance with the present invention, a protective 
cover 19 in the form of a separate ply or sheet of ?exible 
material is incorporated in the bag by securing one end 
of the sheet beneath the inwardly turned ?ap on one 
side wall of the body portion. The cover sheet or ply 
should be longer than the width of the bag when ex 
panded, with its lower end being free. In the usual size 
shopping bag, the sheet is preferably of the same size 
and shape as the side Wall of the body portion to which 
it is attached and extends to the point where the side 
wall joins the bottom of the bag. Hence, when the bag 
is erected, the free end of the sheet abuts the bottom of 
the bag and the sheet will lie ?at against the side of 
the bag so as not to interfere with the placing of pack 
ages in the bag or their removal from the bag. 
When it is desired to protect the contents of the bag, 

the free end of the sheet is lifted from its normal position 
adjacent the bottom of the bag and placed over the 
contents of the bag, as shown in FIG. 4. In order for 
the sheet to be of adequate length to cover the contents 
of the bag, it is desirable that the sheet extend for sub 
stantially the full length of the side of the bag. 

In the shopping bag shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the 
handles are secured to opposite sides of the tubular body 
portion of the bag by an adhesive and strips 20 which 
extend across each side of the body portion and over 
the ends of the handles. In this instance, the end of 
the sheet forming the cover which is secured to the 
body portion, may be used in place of one of the strips 
and thus, extends over the ends of one of the handles, 
as illustrated. , 

As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, a separate ply or sheet 
17a forming a protective cover may be incorporated in 
the bag as part of a liner 21 which extends along op 
posite sides of the bag and across the bottom. In this 
embodiment, the liner may be secured to the inner 
surfaces of opposite sides of the body portion at their 
upper edges by an adhesive and can be used to hold the 
handles in place. The liner on one side of the bag is 
folded back on itself to form the separate sheet or ply 
which also extends along one of the ?at sides of the 
body portion to the bottom of the bag. 
The liner lends strength to the bag and it may be 

different color than the bag body so that initials 22 or 
other characters cut in the sides of the bag body can be 
used for advertising or display purposes. 

It will be noted that in the drawings, similar parts in 
the various embodiments have been identi?ed by the 
corresponding reference numerals. 

It will be understood that various modi?cations and 
changes may be made by those skilled in the art in the 
embodiments of the invention illustrated and described 
herein without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion as de?ned by the following claims. 
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I claim: 
1. In combination with an expansible shopping bag 

having upstanding side and end walls de?ning an open 
ing at one‘end thereof and a bottom closing the other 
end thereof, said bag also including carrying handles 
secured to opposite side walls at said open end, a protec 
tive cover comprising: 

(a) a separate sheet of ?exible material; 
(b) said sheet being secured at one end to an inner 

surface of one side wall of the bag at a point close 
to the open end of the bag and extending toward 
the bottom of the bag for a distance greater than 
the width of the bag with its other end being free. 

2. The combination as de?ned in claim 1 which 
includes: 

(a) a liner of ?exible sheet material extending along 
the inner surfaces of the side walls of the bag and 
across a bottom of the bag; and 
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(b) the separate sheet is attached to said liner at 
one end thereof. 

3. The combination as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
(a) the separate sheet is of substantially the same 

size and shape as the side wall of the bag to 
which it is secured. 

4. The combination as de?ned in claim 1 wherein: 
(a) an end of the separate sheet extends over lower 
end portions of a carrying handle and holds said 
end portions to the side wall of the bag. 
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