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This invention relates to a novel extension for toggle 
switch handles, especially but not exclusively for use by 
children too small to reach up to normally placed 
switches, such as wall-mounted light switches. 
The primary object of the invention is the provision of 

a more practical, e?icient, and more easily used device of 
the kind indicated, which is normally spring-pressed to an 
out-of-the-way position close to the wall, and is adapted to 
be moved upwardly and downwardly for moving a toggle 
switch handle to closed and open positions. 
Another object of the invention is the provision, in a 

device of the character indicated above, of simpler and 
more reliable spring jaw means for quickly and easily se 
curing the device to a toggle switch handle, without the 
use of screws or other fasteners, and without the use of 
tools. 

Other important objects and advantageous features of 
the invention will be apparent from the following de 
scription and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for 
purposes of illustration only, a speci?c form of the inven 
tion is set forth in detail. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a schematic perspective view of a wall 

toggle switch, showing a device of the invention secured 
to the handle of the switch and in its normal pendant posi 
tion; 
FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary vertical transverse section 

taken on the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal sec 

tion taken on the line 3—-3 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged and fragmentary vertical 

transverse section taken through the mounting head of the 
device; , 

FIGURE 5 is a horizontal section taken on the line 
5—5 of FIGURE 4. 

Referring in detail to'the drawings, wherein like nu 
merals designate like parts throughout the several views, 
the numeral 10 generally designates a conventional toggle 
switch, such as a conventional light switch, having a wall 
plate 12, secured to a wall, and having a vertical slot 14, 
through‘which a vertically swingable operating lever or 
handle 16 extends. The handle 16 is substantially of 
elongated rectangular cross section, and has substantially 
parallel upper and lower surfaces 18 and 20, respectively, 
and an outer end 22. ' 

The illustrated device, generally designated 24, com 
prises a mounting head 26, preferably in the form of an 
elongated block of plastic material and of rectangular 
cross section. The head 26 has an arcuate outer end 28, 
and a sharply tapered inner end which provides inwardly 
convergent upper and lower clearance surfaces 30 and 32, 
respectively, relative to the wall plate 12, when the head 
26 is in its ?nal elevated and depressed positions, as indi 
cated in FIGURE 2. 

A rectangular counterbore 34 extends inwardly from 
the inner end of the head 26, has a ?at vertical bottom 
36, parallel upper and lower horizontal walls 38, and re 
taining ribs 4%) extending laterally inwardly from the walls 
38, at their inward ends. A generally 1U-shaped ?at 
spring 42 is engaged endwise in the counterbore 34 with 
its cross member 44 close to the counterbore bottom 36 
and its legs 46 extending along the walls 38. 
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The cross member 44 of the spring 42 is of greater ver 

tical dimension than that of the height of the counterbore 
34, so that when the spring 42 is forcibly inserted endwise 
into the counterbore, the cross member 44 is forcibly 
bowed away from the bottom 36, as shown in FIGURE 4. 
The corners 48 of the spring, where its legs 46 join its 
cross member 44, are forced into the corners 50, at the 
meeting of the counterbore bottom 36 and its upper and 
lower walls, where the corners 48 seat in V-shaped rigid 
metal guides 52 whose ends 53 are engaged in recesses 55 
in the counterbore sidewalls. The guides 52 serve as seats 
for the spring 42 and as means for transferring tension of 
the legs 46 toward each other, as the head 26 is forced 
onto the switch handle 16, and as the head is moved up 
wardly or downwardly in operating the switch, when in 
stalled thereon. 
The spring legs 46, which serve as spring jaws for grip 

ping the upper and lower surfaces of the switch handle 16, 
are longer than the distances between the guides 52 and 
the ribs 40 and longitudinally bowed toward each other, 
so that when the spring 162 is inserted into the counterbore 
34, the free ends 54 of the jaws 46 snap behind the ribs 
46, and pins 41 extending laterally from the free ends of 
the jaws, snap into recesses 43, provided in the sidewalls 
of the counterbore 34, and the spring is held securely in 
place, with the jaws tensioned and bowed away from the 
upper and lower walls of the counterbore, and are spaced 
from each other at a distance less than the cross section 
of the switch handle 16. The jaws 46 are formed with 
longitudinally spaced gripping teeth or corrugations 56, 
so that when the head 26 is engaged endwise on the handle 
16, the jaws are forcibly spread away from each other 
and their tension increased, so that the teeth 56 bite into 
and hold the handle secure in the head 26. 
The mounting head 26 further comprises a vertical lon 

gitudinal slot 58, which opens to-the underside 66 of the 
head, and extends longitudinally outwardly from about 
the mid-length point of the head, and de?nes side walls 
62, an inner end wall 64, which slants longitudinally in 
wardly and downwardly to the underside 60, and an arcu 
ate and abbreviated outer end wall 66, which terminates, 
as indicated at 68, on a level spaced above the underside. 
The terminal 68 serves as a stop for a normally pendant 
handle '70, when the handle is swung upwardly. 
The handle 76 is in the form of a flat bar, of a length ' 

' to extend far enough downwardly from the switch handle 
16 to be within the reach of small children. The handle 
76 is upwardly tapered from a rounded lower end 72, to 
a rounded upper end 74. A headed pivot pin 76 is se 
cured through the side walls 62 of the slot 58 and there 
across, and the upper end of the handle is concentrically 
journaled on the pin, between the side walls, and is spaced 
from one of the side walls 62, as shown in FIGURE 5. 
A coil spring 78, for yieldably returning the handle 70 

close to the wall, when released after operation of the 
switch 10, is circumposed on the pivot pin 76 between the 
handle and one of the slit side walls 62. The spring 78 
has an inwardly and downwardly extending arm 80 which 
is engaged behind a lateral lug 82, positioned at the inner 
edge of the handle 70, below the spring 78, and‘ an out 
wardly and upwardly bowed arm 84 which conformably 
engages the inner surface of the arcuate end wall 66 of the 
slot 58. 

In operation, in order to move the toggle switch handle 
16 upwardly, from depressed closed position, indicated 
in FIGURE 2, to elevated open position, the handle 70 
is grasped and is pushed upwardly, with the handle 70 
in either its close-to-the-wall position or with the handle 
in an outwardly and upwardly swung position, limited 
by the stop terminal 68, far enough to click-over the 
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switch handle 16. Reversing this operation depresses the 
switch handle to switch-closing position. 
Although there has been shown and described a pre 

ferred form of the invention, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not necessarily con?ned thereto, and 
that any change or changes in the structure of and in 
the relative arrangements of components thereof are con 
templed as being within the scope of the invention as 
de?ned by the claims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination, a toggle switch handle movable to 

closed and open positions, a head secured on the handle, 
a normally pendant operating handle pivoted to the head, 
and spring means acting between the head and the operat 
ing handle biasing the operating handle toward the switch, 
said head having a counterbore opening to its inner end 
which is engaged on the switch handle, and switch handle 
retaining means within the counterbore, comprising op 
posed spring jaws, said jaws having lateral pins which are 
engaged in recesses provided in the sidewalls of the coun 
terbore. 

2. In combination, a toggle switch handle movable to 
closed and open positions, a head secured on the handle, 
a normally pendant operating handle pivoted to the head, 
and spring means acting between the head and the operat 
ing handle biasing the operating handle toward the switch, 
said head having a counterbore opening to its inner end 
which is engaged on the switch handle, and switch handle 
retaining means within the counterbore, comprising a U 
shaped spring having a cross member and spacer opposed 
jaws, said counterbore having a bottom and parallel upper 
and lower walls, said cross member being engaged with 
the counterbore bottom and said jaws with said upper 
and lower walls, said jaws being bowed toward each 
other and away from said upper and lower walls and 
trictionally engaged with the upper and lower surfaces 
of the switch handle, said jaws having free inner ends, 
and said upper and lower walls of the counterbore hav 
ing outstanding ribs behind which said free ends are 
engaged, said jaws having laternal pins at their free 
ends engaged in recesses provided in the sidewalls of the 
counterbore. 

3. In combination, a toggle switch handle movable to 
closed and open positions, a head secured on the handle, 
a normally pendant operating handle pivoted to the 
head, and spring means acting between the head and the 
operating handle biasing the operating handle toward 
the switch, said head having a counterbore opening to 
its inner end which is engaged on the switch handle, and 
switch handle retaining means within the counterbore 
comprising a U-shaped spring having a cross member 
and spaced opposed jaws, said counterbore having a bot 
tom and parallel upper and lower walls, said cross 
member being engaged with the counterbore bottom and 
said jaws with said upper and lower walls, said jaws being 
bowed toward each other and away from said upper and 
lower walls and frictionally engaged with the upper and 
lower surfaces of the switch handle, said cross member 
being taller than the height of the counterbore and bowed 
under tension away from the counterbore bottom, and 
facing V-shaped guides extending horizontally across the 
counterbore in the corners between the bottom and the 
upper and lower walls of the counterbore, the corners at 
the meetings of the spring jaws with its cross member 
being seated in said guides, the sidewalls of the counter 
bore having recesses in which related ends of the guides 
are engaged. 
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4. In combination, a toggle switch handle movable to 
closed and open positions, a head secured on the handle, 
a normally pendant operating; handle pivoted to the head, 
and spring means acting between the head and the operat 
ing handle biasing the operating handle toward the switch, 
said head having a counterbore opening to its inner end 
which is engaged on the switch handle, and switch handle 
retaining means within the counterbore, said head being 
formed with a longitudinal slot opening to its under 
side and to its outer end, said slot de?ning an inner 
end wall, side walls, and an outer endv wall, a pivot pin 
extending between said side walls and spaced from the 
ends of the slot, said operating handle comprising an 
elongated bar having an upper end centrally pivoted on 
the pivot pin between the side walls of the slot. 

5. In combination, a toggle switch handle movable to‘ 
closed and open positions, a head secured on the handle, 
a normally pendant operating handle pivoted to the head, 
and spring means acting between the head and the operat 
ing handle biasing the operating handle toward the switch, 
said head having a counterbore opening to its inner end 
which is engaged on the switch handle, and switch handle. ~ 
retaining means within the counterbore, said head being 
formed with a longitudinal slot opening to its underside 
and to its outer end, said slot de?ning an inner end wall, 
side walls, and an outer end wall, a pivot pin extending 
between said side walls and spaced from the ends of the 
slot, said operating handle comprising an elongated bar 
having an upper end centrally pivoted on the pivot pin 
between the side walls of the slot, said spring means com 
prising a coil spring circumposed on the pivot pin and 
having an outwardly extending arm engaged with the 
outer end walls of the slot, and an inwardly and down 
wardly extending arm engaged with the operating handle. 

6. In combination, a toggle switch handle movable to 
closed and open positions, a head secured on the handle, 
a normally pendant operating handle pivoted to the head, 
and spring means acting between the head and the operat 
ing handle biasing the operating handle'toward the switch, 
said head having a counterbore opening to its inner end 
which is engaged on the switch handle, and switch handle 
retaining means within the counterbore, said head being 
formed with a longitudinal slot opening to its underside 
and to its outer end, said slot de?ning an inner end wall, 
side walls, and an outer end wall, a pivot pin extending 
between said side walls and spaced from the ends of the 
slot, said operating handle comprising. an elongated bar 
having an upper end centrally pivoted on the pivot pin 
between the side Walls of the slot, said spring means 
comprising a coil spring circumposed on the pivot pin and 
having an outwardly extending arm engaged with the 
outer end walls of the slot, and an inwardly and down 
wardly extending arm engaged with the operating‘ handle, 
said coil spring being positioned between the operating 
handle and one side wall of the slot, said operating handle 
having a lateral lug behind-which the inwardly extending 
arm of the coil spring is engaged. 
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