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This invention relates to brassieres and is particularly
concerned with the construction of the back section of
brassieres.

Brassiere back sections are usually formed of two back
closure members secured to the outer edges of the front
section and fastened together at the back. The fastening
at the back extends over a narrow width, so that the puil
exerted by the back closure members tends to be confined
fo a narrow horizontal zone instead of over the entire
surface of the back closure members.

The limited support area resulting from the above
described arrangement digs uncomfortably into the flesh
and also causes the back closure members to ride up.
The main disadvantage however, is that the underarm
portions have a tendency to gape because the tension is
not regularly distributed over the width of the back clo-
sure members.

It is the object of the present invention to overcome
the above stated disadvantages. In accordance with the
invention the back section is formed of two back closure
members which are disposed in crossed-over relation with
the end of each member fastened to an intermediate por-
tion of the other member., The upper edges of the back
closure members taper downwardly and rearwardly and
the ends are fastened adjacent the bottom edges; each
back closure member, furthermore, is diagonally stretch-
a_ble generally along a downwardly and rearwardly direc-
tion.

The arrangement is such as to provide parallel lines
of tension directed downwardly and rearwardly on each
back closure member from the top edge, so as to pre-
vent gaping and to provide a flat support to keep the
brassiere from riding up.

The invention is applicable both to front closing and
back closing brassieres. In the front closing type the
back closure members are fastened together in crossed
over relation by stitching the ends and preferably also
the lapping bottom edge portions. In the above men-
tioned back closing type of brassiere each back closure
member is in crossed over relation and has its end hooked
to an intermediate portion of the other member.

Preferred embodiments of the invention are illustrated
by way of example in the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 is a back view of a back-closing brassiere ac-
cording to the invention.

FIG. 2 is a side view showing in detail one of the back
closure members.

FIG. 3 is a back view of a front-closing brassiere em-
bodying the present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the brassiere has a front
section including breast cups 10 and a band 11 and a
back section which comprises a pair of back ciosure
panel members 12 and i3 fastened at 15 to the outer
edges of the cups. Straps 14 are aitached at 14’ to the
apices of the cups and at 14" to the back closure mem-
bers.
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As best shown in FIG. 2 each back closure panel mem-
ber 12 and 13 has a generally horizontal bottom edge
16 and a top edge 17 which tapers downwardly and rear-
wardly first at a slight angle and then at a slightly in-
creased angle. Bach member terminates in an end 19
which is substantially smaller than edge 15 and which is
fastened to an intermediate portion of the other back
closure member so as to be adjacent the bottom edge 16,
as shown in FIG. 1. The fastening is effected by any
suitable means such as hooks 20 engaging eyelets 21.
Bach panel member 12 and 13 is made of a material
which is stretchable along its downwardly and rearward-
ly directed diagonal as indicated by arrows in FIGS. 1
aud 2. The direction of stretch of the panels 12 and 13
is at an angle to their horizontally disposed bottom edge
16 and in a direction opposite to each other when the
panels are overlapped and in hooked engagement with
each other.

Preferably the outer top edge of each cup 10 has an
elastic insert strip 18 stretchable in the direction of stretch
of the adjacent panel members 12 and 13.

FIG. 3 shows a modified embodiment in which the
complementary hooking means 20, 21 are replaced by
stitching lines 22 and a closure means is located at the
front at 23. The lapping bottom edge portions 16 of
the back closure members may also be stitched together.
The construction is otherwise identical to that of FIGS.
1 and 2, and the same reference numerals are used to de-
note corresponding parts of the embodiment of FIG. 3.

The advantages of the invention are released by pro-
viding parallel lines of pull downwardly and rearwardly
from the top edges 17 to the bottom edges 16 and to the
ends 19. These lines cooperate with the elastic strip 18
to prevent gaping along the underarm portion extending
between terminals 14’ and 14" of the straps 14, and to
make the whole back section lie flat against the body pre-
venting it from riding up. It will be noted that the paral-
Tel lines of pull have a substantial degree of independence,
because the back closure members are not connected at
the center but at a position more in line with the shoul-
der straps 14. This results in added comfort and greater
freedom of movement.

What I claim is:

1. A brassiere having a pair of front breast cup sec-
tions and a pair of back closure panel members each se-
cured at one end to the outer edge of an adjacent one
of said front breast cup sections, the said back closure
members being disposed in crossed overlapping relation
with each other, the overlapping portion of each of said
panel members being fastened to an intermediate portion
lengthwise of the other of said panel members, the said
panel members having their lower edges disposed hori-
zontally and their upper edges disposed at an angle to
the horizontal from a maximum height adjacent the said
cup sections and stretchable exclusively along lines paral-
lel with their angled upper edges and in directions op-
posite to each other when the panels are in overlapped
engagement with each other.

2. A brassiere having a pair of front breast cup sec-
tions and a pair of back closure panel members each se-
cured at one end to the outer edge of an adjacent one of
said front breast cup sections, the said back closure mem-
bers being disposed in crossed overlapping relation with
each other, the said panel members having their lower
edges disposed horizontally and their upper edges dis-
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posed at an angle to the horizontal from a maximum upper edge adjacent to and aligned with the upper edge
height adjacent the said cup sections and stretchable ex- of said panel members and stretchable in the direction
clusively along lines parallel with their angled upper edges of stretch of the panel members.
and in directions opposite to each other when the panels
are overlapped with each other, the overlapping portions 5 References Cited in the file of this patent
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