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This invention relates to articles of footwear and more 
particularly comprises a new and improved athletic shoe. 

Shoes designed to be worn in such active sports as 
soccer, football, ?eld and track, skating, etc. must ?t tight 
ly about and lend substantial support to the feet without 
being stilt, unyielding and excessively heavy. One im 
portant object of this invention is to provide a relatively 
lightweight athletic shoe which possess all of the fore 
going qualities. 
Another important object of this invention is to provide 

an athletic shoe which enables the user to lace the shoe 
as tightly as possible without putting appreciable strain 
upon the eyelet opening and thus eliminates the need of 
reinforcing the margins of the opening. 

Still another important object of this invention is to 
provide an athletic shoe which when laced tightly causes 
the heel of the shoe upper to ?t snugly about and remain 
?xed relative to the heel of the foot to avoid rubbing. 

' To achieve these and other objects, the shoe of this in 
vention includes among its features an upper having 
quarters and a vamp made of one piece and with a rela 
tively long eyelet opening extending from the top line of 
the upper forward to the toe area. A plurality of straps 
extend upwardly about the sides of the upper from the 
lasting margin and terminate at the edge of the eylet 
opening. Each of the straps is sewn along its length to 
the side of the upper and carries at its upper end an eye 
let for the shoe lace at the eyelet opening. An additional 
pair of straps, one on each side of the upper, extend from 
the lasting margin approximately half way up the sides 
of the upper at the shank area and these additional straps 
also carry eyelets for the laces. In the preferred form 
of this invention yet another strap is sewn to the upper, 
which extends about the area of the heel. , The ends of 
the additional strap extend forwardly and downwardly 
from the back seam and terminate immediately adjacent 
the upper ends of the pair of short straps at the sides. 

These and other objects and features of this invention 
will be better understood and appreciated from the fol 
lowing detailed description of one embodiment thereof, 
selected for purposes of illustration and shown in the ac 
companying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a top view of an athletic shoe constructed in 

accordance with this invention and with a portion of the 
eyelet opening edge folded back to expose the inside of 
the upper; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the shoe shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom view partially broken away of the 

shoe shown in FIGS. 1 and 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along the section 

line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 
The athletic shoe illustrated in the drawing includes an 

upper 10 and a sole 12. The shoe shown is of the style 
worn for soccer and consequently the sole 12 bears a 
number of cylindrically-shaped cleats 14. The upper 10 
and sole 12 may be secured together in any convenient 
manner; that is, they may be nailed, stitched or cemented 
together or be attached by any combination of these meth 
ods. The particular method used for attaching the parts 
is not part of the present invention. 
The upper 10 is shown in the drawing to have quarters 

16 and vamp 18 made of one piece, and the rear edges of 
the quarters are sewn together at the rear seam 20. A 
rather wide eyelet opening 22 is provided which extends 
from the top line 24 to the toe region 26. 
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In the drawing ?ve pairs of side straps 28 are shown 

to extend generally parallel to one another from the last 
ing margin 30 of the upper to the edge 32 of the eyelet 
opening 22. The forward most pair of straps 28a termi 
nate at their upper end at the forward end of the eyelet 
opening 22 while the rear most straps 28b terminate at 
their upper end immediately adjacent the top line 24 at 
the rearward end of the eyelet opening. Preferably the 
straps are secured to the outer surface of the upper, and 
they are all stitched to the upper throughout their entire 
length as suggested by the seams 34. As shown in FIG. 
3, the lower ends of the straps 28 are stitched to the last 
ing margin and lie beneath the sole 12 and therefore each 
is firmly stitched to the upper and will not part from it. 
The upper ends 36 of each of the side straps 28 is 

looped through a D-shaped eyelet ring 38, and the upper 
end is folded back upon itself beneath the main portion 
of the strap and is sewn in place on the same side of the 
upper stock as the main portion (see FIG. 4). The upper 
end 36 of each strap extends slightly above the edge 32 
of the eyelet opening 22 but does not encircle the edge. 
The manner in which the straps 28 are sewn to the upper 
and more particularly the manner in which their upper 
ends are folded upon themselves and looped through the 
D-shaped eyelet rings 38 eliminates the need for any re 
inforcement such as binding tape, etc. at the edge 32 of 
the eyelet opening. The lace 40 shown is threaded 
through the rings 38 and when the ends of laces are pulled 

- with appreciable force to tighten the shoe upper about 
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the foot the stress is distributed evenly over the entire 
side of the shoe upper from the margin 30 to the edge 32 
by virtue of the continuous connection between the straps 
and the shoe sides. 
Another strap 42 extends about the rear portion of the 

upper over the rear seam 20 and the back stay 44 which 
also overlies the rear seam 20. The strap 42 terminates 
at its forward edges 46 at the rearward most side strap 
28b intermediate the top and bottom of the respective side 
straps. The portion of the strap 42 extending about the 
heel lies close to the top line 24 of the upper at the back 
stay 44, and the sides of strap 42 slope forwardly and 
downwardly to the central portion of the rearward most 
side straps 28b. The strap 42 is preferably sewn to the 
upper 10 substantially throughout its full length as sug 
gested by the seam 48 so that any pull applied to the strap 
42 is distributed about the heel of the upper throughout 
the full length of the strap. 
Yet an additional pair of straps 50 are sewn to the 

upper. The bottoms of the straps 50 lie on the lasting 
margin 30 as dot the ends of the side straps 28 but the 
straps 50 terminate approximately half way up the side 
quarters 16 of the upper adjacent the forward ends 46 of 
the strap 42. The half straps 50 are shown in the draw 
ing to be disposed immediately adjacent the rearward 
most side straps 28b and are located at the shank area 
of the shoe. Like the side straps 28, the half straps 50 
each have their upper ends looped through D-shaped 
rings 38 which are adapted to receive the lace 40. The 
half straps 50 enable the upper to be laced more tightly 
on the foot and give additional support to the foot of the 
wearer. The half straps 50 are also sewn to the upper 
along their entire length so that pull applied to the rings 
38 secured to their upper ends will be transmitted evenly 
throughout the portion of the upper over which the straps 
extend, rather than being localized at the region of the 
top or bottom of the strap. 
The ends of lace 40 are shown in FIG. 2 to cross the 

eyelet opening 22 after leaving the eyelets 38 secured to 
the top of straps 28b, and each end passes through the 
eyelet on the opposite side of the upper carried by the 
half strap 50. The lace 40 after passing through the eye 
lets on the ends of the half straps are then brought back 
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to the top of the upper and are tied over the portion of 
the lace threaded through the eyelets on the ends of the 
side straps 28. In certain types of footwear a tongue 52 
may be provided to cushion the laces on the instep of the 
foot. However, the tongue is not an essential part of 
the invention and may be omitted when desired to reduce 
the weight of the shoe. 
The upper 10 preferably is made of leather or some 

other strong yet relatively ?exible material which is com 
fortable on and capable of giving adequate support to 
the foot. The straps 28, 42 and 50 may also be made of 
leather or some other strong material such as natural or 
synthetic fabric, rubber, etc. It is only essential that the 
material from which the straps are made be strong enough 
to withstand a substantial pull exerted by the tightened 
laces and be capable of transmitting the pull to the upper 
so that the upper will ?t tightly about and give support 
to the foot. 
From the foregoing description it will be appreciated 

that a shoe having the characteristics outlined above can 
be laced very snugly about the foot and the straps not 
only serve to pull the shoe tightly about the instep but 
also serve to pull the rear portion of the upper about the 
heel. Because the pull applied to the upper is distributed 
evenly over a substantial portion of the upper fabric by 
virtue of the straps, it is unnecessary to reinforce partic 
ular portions of the upper material and particularly it is 
unnecessary to reinforce the edge 32 of the eyelet open 
ing 22 with binding tape or the like. Therefore, the shoe 
may be made relatively inexpensively and yet provide for 
the wearer very substantial foot support without sacri?c 
ing foot comfort. 
The foregoing description will suggest modi?cations of 

the present invention to one familiar with the art of shoe 
making. Because numerous modi?cations may be made 
of this inveniton without departing from its spirit, it is 
not intended that the breadth of this invention be limited 
to the speci?c embodiment illustrated and described. 
Rather, it is intended that the scope of this invention be 
determined by the appended claims and their equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An athletic shoe comprising 
an upper having a one piece vamp and quarters sewn 

together at the back seam and having an eyelet open 
ing extending from the front of the top line to the 
rear of the toe region, 

a plurality of side straps secured throughout their 
length to the sides of the upper and extending up 
wardly on each side from the margin of the upper to 
the eyelet opening of the upper, said side straps being 
approximately parallel to one another on each side 
of the upper, 

an additional strap extending around the heel area of 
the upper and having its two ends secured to the 
rearward most side strap on each side of the upper 
and intermediate the ends of said rearward most 
straps, 
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D-shaped eyelets secured to the upper ends of each of 

the side straps at the eyelet opening for receiving the 
lace, 

another pair of straps extending upwardly one on each 
side of the upper from the margin of the upper ap 
proximately half way up the sides at the shank area, 

and D-shaped eyelets secured to the upper ends of said 
pair of straps for receiving the ends of the lace 
threaded through the eyelets on the side straps. 

2. A shoe as de?ned in claim 1 further characterized 
by 

said additional strap at the region of the back seam 
lying adjacent the top line and with the ends of said 
strap sloping downwardly and forwardly to the rear 
ward most side strap. 

3. An athletic shoe comprising 
an upper having an eyelet opening extending from the 

front of the top line to the toe region, 
a plurality of side straps secured throughout their length 

to the sides of the upper and extending upwardly on 
each side from the margin of the upper to the eyelet 
opening of the upper, said side straps being approxi 
mately parallel to one another on each side of the 
upper, 

an additional strap extending around the heel area of 
the upper and having its two ends secured to a side 
strap on each side of the upper and intermediate the 
ends of said side straps, 

eyelets secured to the upper ends of each of the side 
straps at the eyelet opening for receiving the lace, 

another pair of straps extending upwardly one on each 
side of the upper from the margin of the upper ap 
proximately half way up the sides at the shank area, 

and eyelets secured to the upper ends of said pair of 
straps for receiving the ends of the lace threaded 
through the eyelets on the side straps. 

4. An athletic shoe as de?ned in claim 3 further char 
acterized by, 

the side straps extending upwardly beyond the edges of 
the eyelet opening and with the eyelets lying inwardly 
of the edge. 

5. An athletic shoe as de?ned in claim 3 further char 
acterized by, 

said additional strap lying at the top of the heel area 
at the rear of the upper and sloping forwardly and 
downwardly toward the side straps. 
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