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This invention relates to heating appliances which are 
particularly useful for drying or airing fabric or like 
articles. 
An object of the invention is to provide a simple and 

improved heating appliance suitable for the above pur 
pose. 

According to the invention a heating appliance com 
prises a support member having an upper external sur 
face to receive a fabric or like article to be aired or 
dried, said surface including two mutually inclined por 
tions meeting in an apical ridge, at least one of said por 
tions sloping downwardly from the ridge, and a heat 
source arranged to heat said surface. 

Preferably the mutually inclined portions are arranged 
about the vertical plane containing said ridge which may 
have a rounded cross-section. The mutually inclined 
portions may be convex and, in a vertical cross-section 
transverse to the apical ridge, the mutually inclined sur 
face portions and the apical ridge may de?ne an inverted 
parabolic shape. 
Some of said external surface, for example said mu 

tually inclined portions, may be ribbed or corrugated, and 
preferably the ribs or corrugations are parallel to said 
ridge. The heat source may be an electric heating ele 
ment, for example an electric light bulb, and the support 
member may be arranged so that it substantially totally 
encloses the heat source. 
The invention will now be described by way of exam 

ple with reference to the accompanying drawing which 
is a perspective view of a heating appliance embodying 
the invention and shows the appliance about to be re 
ceived on a supporting bracket. 

Referring now to the drawing, a sheet metal envelope 
5, having a transverse cross-section which is of approx 
imately inverted parabolic shape, is closed at the bottom 
by a baseplate 4 and at its ends by endplates 6 and 7. 
The sides of the envelope, which provides a support mem 
ber for an article to be dried, are mutually inclined and 
meet in an apical ridge along the top of the envelope. 
The side portions are convex and are corrugated as in 
dicated at 9, the corrugations extending parallel to the 
apical ridge. A carrying handle 10 is arranged on the 
apical ridge of the envelope. 
An electric light socket 1 holding an electric light bulb 

2 is secured to the inner surface of a door 3 closing an 
aperture in the baseplate 4 in such manner as to give 
ready access for replacement of the bulb; the supply cable 
for the bulb is brought out through a hole 8 in the end 
plate 6. 

If it is desired to mount the appliance upon a wall, a 
wall bracket 11 is provided which comprises a plate 11a 
with ?xing holes 12 and a hook 13 of circular cross-sec 
tion extending therefrom. The hook is arranged to pass 
through a hole 14 in the baseplate 4 and to be received 
in a vertically arrangedtube 15 within the envelope, the 
top 16 of the tube being ?attened and spot-welded to the 
envelope 5. This arrangement enables the appliance to 
be lifted instantly off the bracket 11 for portable use else 
where. 
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The main use of the appliance is as a drier or airer for 

fabric or like articles deposited thereon. Thus articles 
such as, for example, wet or damp towels, tea cloths or 
items of clothing are spread out over the ridge of the 
support member and hang down therefrom so that they 
are in contact with the inclined surfaces of the envelope 
throughout the height of the latter. The articles are 
dried effectively by reason of the high rate of moisture 
evaporation caused by their intimate contact with the 
external surface of the support member which is per 
mitted by the shape of the envelope; the rate of evapora 
tion is enhanced by air currents set up within the corruga 
tions. The appliance is also suitable for use as a low 
power space heater, for example for conservatories or 
glasshouses. 

Preferably the electric light bulb 2 is of the carbon 
?lament type which gives a greater heat output than a 
Wire ?lament bulb; the bulb may be replaced by any other 
suitable form of electric heating element. Rheostatic or 
other control means may be provided to control the heat 
output of the electric heating element employed. 

I claim: 
1. A heating appliance adapted to support a fabric 

article to be warmed and comprising a heat source, an 
envelope of inverted substantially U shape in cross-sec 
tion within which the heat source is arranged and on 
which the article can be draped, said envelope being 
closed at each end and having ribs extending from end to 
end and which, when the appliance is in use, extend in a 
horizontal direction parallel to the apex of the U; and 
means for detachably mounting the appliance to project 
from a surface with said ribs extending horizontally 
therefrom, comprising a bracket having a hook portion 
and adapted for attachment to the surface and a socket 
member to receive said hook portion in the form of a 
tube arranged substantially vertically within the appliance 
at one end of the latter to enable the appliance to be 
lifted off said bracket for portable use. 

2. A heating appliance adapted to support a fabric 
article to be warmed and means for mounting the appli 
ance to project horizontally from a surface, comprising 
a heat source, an envelope of inverted substantially U 
shape in cross-section within which said heat source is 
arranged and on which said article can be draped, said 
envelope being closed at each end and at the bottom by 
a baseplate so that the heat source is totally enclosed and 
having ribs extending from end to end which, when the 
appliance is mounted, extend in a horizontal direction 
parallel to the apex of the U, a mounting bracket having 
a hook portion and adapted for attachment to said sur 
face and a tubular socket member to receive said hook 
portion arranged substantially vertically within said en 
velope at one end of the latter to enable the appliance 
to be lifted off said bracket for portable use, said base 
plate being suitably apertured to receive said hook por 
tion so that the latter can enter said socket member. 
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