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This invention relates generally to easels for presenting 
sales information or instructive material in loose leaf 
form, and more particularly to a carrying case which in 
corporates a foldable loose-leaf ‘easel ‘ adapted to be 
erected when the case is opened. This application is a 
continuation-in-part of my copending application Serial 
No. 181,950, ?led March 23, 1962. 
Modern sales techniques frequently make use of visual 

aids in the form of photographs, diagrams and other in 
structive material which serve to illustrate or clarify a 
sales presentation. Usually such material is carried by 
the sales representative in a rigid carrying case or attache 
case which takes the form of a leather or plastic-covered 
box having a hinged cover thereon. When the visual aid 
material is removed from the case at a sales conference 
it becomes necessary to set it up in some way to facilitate 
presentation to the conference. 

While stands or conventional easels would be suitable 
for such presentations, they cannot be conveniently car 
ried by a sales representative already burdened with sam 
ples and other paraphernalia. On the other hand, should 
a salesman at a conference seek to improvise an easel by 
borrowing loose props of various kinds, this may have 
a disturbing effect on the presentation. . 

In view of the foregoing, it is the main object of this 
invention to provide a carrying case which incorporates 
a foldable easel adapted to present instructive material 
in loose leaf form, the easel when extended being consti 
tuted by two interconnected panels whereby two loose leaf 
sheets may be viewed simultaneously. 
A signi?cant feature of the invention resides in the fact 

that to» erect the easel, one has simply to open the case 
cover and lift the easel structure hingedly connected to 
the case box, the instructive material being supported in 
sheet form on the easel by a ring binder which readily 
permits the user to turn pages in the course’ of a presenta 
tion. An advantage of the invention is that the extended 
easel permits two sheets to be seen at ‘the same time, so 
that for presentation purposes, one sheet may contain a 
photograph and the adjacent sheet data relevant thereto. 

Also an object of the invention is to provide a com- 
bined carrying case and a foldable double-panel easel for 
visual aid material in loose leaf form, the material and 
easel ?tting within the closed case to provide a compact 
presentation box. 1 . 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an 
easel and case assembly'of the above-described type which 
makes use of a conventional case and which may be manu 
factured at low cost. ' 

Brie?y stated, these objects are accomplished in an 
assembly including a carrying case constituted by a box 
with a cover hinged to the back wall thereof, and an easel 
formed by a pair of panels hinged together to form a 
diptych, the diptych when folded ?tting into the box and 
when extended forming a double panel which lies against 

connected to the front wall of the box whereby; when the 
diptych is lifted and opened, the top panel'restsagainst 
the cover. The loose leaf pages are supported in a ring 
binder stripattached to the‘bottom panel adjacent the 
fold line otf'the easel, such that when a page is turned 
it lies against the top panel, thereby‘ presenting two pages. 

For a better understanding of the invention, as well as 
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. . the raised cover to provide a support for two data sheets. i 
. The free edge of the top panel in the diptych is hingedly 
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other objects and further features thereof, reference is 
made to the following detailed description to be read in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing, wherein like 
components in the several views are identi?ed by like 
reference numerals. 
' In the drawings: , 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the carrying case and 
easel assembly, with the case cover raised but the easel 
folded in. 

FIG. 2 shows the open carrying case with the easel 
erected for purpose of making a presentation. 

1 FIG. 3 is a transverse section taken through the same 
case when the easel is folded therein and the cover is 
closed. ' . 

FIG. 4 is a transverse section taken through the open 
case in FIG. 2. 
, Referring now to the drawings, the principal compo 
nents of the invention are a carrying or attache case con 
stituted by a shallow-rectangular box 10 and a box-like 
cover 11 of the same dimensions hingedly connected 
thereto. Received within the box is a foldable easel in 
the form of two panels 12 and 13 hinged together to form 
a diptych, the bottom panel 12 having a ring binder strip 
14 attached thereto for holding loose leaf sheets or cards 
15. When the case is closed as shown in FIG. 3 all com 
ponents lie therewithin. 
The carrying case box 10 and cover 11 may be made 

of conventional materials, such as leather-covered board 
or metal, the rear walls 10a and 11a being interconnected 
by butt hinges 16. When the cover is raised, it is held , 
in this condition by a folding brace 16. While both box 
and cover are relatively shallow, the internal capacity of 
the case is twice the depth of the box and is therefore ade 
quate for purposes of the invention. The case has the 
usual lock 17 and handle 18 attached to the front wall 
11b of the cover. Thus the handle is also used to lift 
the cover. 
The lower edge 12a of the bottom’ panel 12 of the 

diptych is hingedly connected to the front wall 10b of 
the box by means of hinges 19. The hinges are applied 
by suitable rivets 20, and a slat 21 is interposed between ' 
one leaf of hinge 1? and front wall 10b. The bottom 
panel 12 and the top panel 13 are made of rigid plates 
of pressboard or the like and are hinged together by uni 
directional hinges 22 which fold inwardly only so that 
when the diptych is folded into the case, the top panel 
lies against the bottom wall 100 of the box, whereas the 
upper panel and the pages thereon lie at a slightly in 
clined position within the closed case,‘ but when the dip 
tych is extended the two panels lie in the same plane at 
an angle to the case to provide a ?at and enlarged easel 
surface. ' 

The binder strip 14 is constituted by rectangular-shaped 
rings 14a mounted on the strip which is attached to panel 
12 parallel to the upper edge thereof. The rings 14a are 
of the usual ring ‘binder type and are composed of sep 
arable spring-biased elements which may be parted to ad 
mit suitable apertured‘ sheets or cards 15. The rectangu 
lar form of the rings presents a .?at rather than the usual 
rounded surface to the sheets lying on the upper panel 
and thereby prevents these sheets from falling down as 
might be the case with circular rings. ' ' 

The sheets or cards 15 may take any useful form and 
may contain sales information, charts, photographs and 
the like. They may also be in the form of transparent 
jackets of plastic sheeting to accommodate and protect 
instructive data. 
When the cover 11 is raised and maintained in an up 

right position, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, the diptych may. 
be lifted and extended to erect the easel, the top panel 13 
resting against the front wall‘ 11b of the cover. When a 
page 15 is turned it lies against the top panel 13, as shown 
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in FIG. 2, so that a page on the bottom panel and one on 
the top panel are simultaneously viewable. 

After the presentation, all of the pages are turned back 
on bottom panel 12, the top panel 13 is folded under the 
bottom panel to drop the diptych within box 10, and the 
cover 11 is closed thereon. To stabilize the case when 
the easel is erected and to prevent inadvertent tipping 
thereof, a lead weight 23 is embedded in front wall 101) 
of the case. 
Thus a simple and compact presentation case is pro 

vided which may be easily carried by a sales representa 
tive and set up without the slightest dif?culty and without 
any auxiliary means to make an effective presentation. 
While there has been shown a preferred embodiment of 
the invention, it will be obvious that many changes may 
be made therein without departing from the basic scope 
thereof as set forth in the annexed claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A presentation assembly comprising a carrying case ’_ 

having a rectangular box provided with front and rear 
walls, a cover hingedly connected to said rear wall to 
close said box, and means to maintain said cover in an 
upright position when said cover is raised to open said 
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box; and a foldable easel comprising ?rst and second 
panels, said ?rst panel being hingedly connected at one 
end thereof to the front wall of said box, and unidirec 
tional hinge means connecting the other end of said 
?rst panel to one end of said second panel to permit said 
second panel to be folded under said ?rst panel to lie 
within said box and to permit said second panel to be 
extended to form a coplanar extension of said first panel 
constituting a presentation easel adapted to rest at an 
angle against the upright cover, said hinge means pre 
venting said second panel from folding over said ?rst 
panel. - 

2. A presentation assembly as set forth in claim 1, fur 
ther including weighing means secured to the front wall 
of said box to prevent tipping thereof when said easel is 
unfolded and rests on said cover. 
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