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The present invention relates to a catamenial tampon 
of‘ compressed absorbent material and provided with a 
withdrawal cord, said tampon being enclosed in a protec 
tive wrapping which opens like an umbrella for introducing 
the tampon into the vagina and thus protects the hand 
or ?nger which introduces the tampon, the open umbrella 
side including a space-saving, easily to be opened closure 
means. ‘ 

The protective wrapping consists of a soft moisture 
repellent and easily sliding foil which is folded like an 
unbrella to form a wrapper for the tampon in such 
a manner that the tampon is enclosed at one end thereof, 
while the open end’ of the umbrella-like wrapping ex 
tends beyond the tampon and the projecting umbrella 
portion is formed into a closure member by fold 
ing it back over the tampon. Tampons enclosed in 
such manner may be placed to a box which for instance 
is provided with partition walls so that the closure mem 
ber is retained in its respective position, but will be 
automatically loosened for a particular tampon as soon 
as the latter is taken out of the box. 
The closure member which is formed by folding the 

extending umbrella portion back over the tampon may 
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also be secured in position by an elastic or a tearable ' 
band, the withdrawal cord which protrudes out of the 
closure member suitably being placed underneath said 
band, so that the end of said cord can be grasped and 
the secured closure member detached or torn-open by the 
withdrawal cord. Advantageously, the closure member 
consists of a banderole, the material of which can be torn 
easily by means of the withdrawal cord. The width of 
the banderole approximately corresponds to the length of 
the tampon, while the end of the withdrawal cord pro 
trudes out of the banderole only with a short portion. 
This packing arrangement provides additional protection 
for the tampon, which is of particular value when a single 
tampon is carried in a hand-bag. Furthermore, it also 
protects the withdrawal cord against contamination prac 
tically along its entire length. 

Instead of using the withdrawal cord for tearing the 
banderole open, the latter may also be provided with any 
desired separate means for tearing it open. 
The shield or umbrella which is formed by the packing 

foil and protects the hand and ?ngers during the insertion, 
can instantaneously be opened by a simple pull on the 
tearing means and then easily unfolded. 
The packing arrangement for the tampon according 

to the invention is space-saving. It permits the attainment 
,of a package of small dimensions for a number of tam 
pons and permit the volume of the package to be barely 
‘greater than the volume of the corresponding number of 
tampons enclosed. It, thus, combines the advantage of 
the hermetic packing and the simple hygienic manner of 
application by means of a protective shield with the con 
venience offered by the compact packing arrangement. 
This compact packing represents just for this article an 
essential factor of value. 
The present invention will now be described more fully 

with reference to the accompanying drawings illustrating, 
by way of example, several preferred forms of a tampon 
according to the invention, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is perspective view of a tampon and wrap 

per in unpacked condition; 
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FIGURES 2 and 3 are side views of the tampon during 
the wrapping operation; 
FIGURES 4 and 5 are side views each representing an 

example of an enclosed tampon; 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view showing how the 

closure member of a tampon according to FIGURE 5 is 
torn open; 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view showing a tampon 

held ready for insertion with one hand at the bottom end 
thereof, and 
FIGURE 8 is a cross-sectional view of a box containing 

a plurality of tampons and held in closed condition. 
The tampon 1 shown in FIGURES 1 to 3, made of ab 

sorbent material as is usual, comprises a withdrawal cord 
2 and a protective wrapping formed by a foil of soft mate 
rial. In enclosing the tampon 1, the foil 3 is wrapped 
like an umbrella around the tampon 1, so that the with 
drawal cord extends along the tampon and projects out 
of the protective wrapper at the open end of the wrapper. 
As FIGURE 3 shows, the closure arrangement is formed 
by folding the umbrella portion extending beyond the 
tampon 1 back over the tampon, subsequently the back 
folded umbrella portion is secured to the tampon by 
means of a band. FIGURE 4 shows a small safety band 
5, while the safety band 6 of the example according to 
FIGURE 5 extends over the major portion of the length 
of the tampon 1. The band may consist of elastic mate 
rial, for example rubber, so that it can easily be slipped 
over the tampon or removed therefrom; alternatively, the 
closure may be formed as a tear band and made for ex 
ample of paper. For tearing the band open in this case 
a tear band or tear thread may be inserted therein. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 6, the pull-back cord 2 it 

self may also be used for tearing open the band 6 or 5. 
In packed condition the wide band 6 protects not only the 
tampon 1 but also the protective sheath 3 together with 
its portion which has been folded back upon the tampon, 
and also the withdrawal cord, of which only a small 
end part projects from underneath the band, just per 
mitting to grasp the extremity of the cord. 

After the safety brand 6 has been torn open according to 
FIGURE 6, the foil 3 can be opened by hand like an 
umbrella and positioned like a shield over the hand. The 
?nger introducing the tampon is also protected by the 
foil. At the same time the withdrawal cord 2 has been 
exposed so as to be ready for use when required. 

In the embodiment according to FIGURE 8 a plurality 
of tampons which are wrapped each in umbrella-like 
manner in a protective wrapper 3, are packed in a box 
7 which comprises a transverse web 9 provided with slots 
8. The umbrella portion of the wrapper 3 which projects 
beyond the tampon is passed upwardly through one of 
these slots 8 and then folded back and passed down 
wardly through a second slot 8 and placed against the 
tampon; in this manner the web 9 forms a reliable closure 
means for the protective wrapper 3 which closure will 
automatically be released when the individual tampon 
is taken out of the box. 
We claim: 
1. A catamenial tampon comprising an unpleated 

square piece of a thin, ?exible wrapper, a tampon body, 
said wrapper being wrapped about said body, said wrap 
per having a size longer than the length of said body when 
wrapped thereabout, whereby the corners of said wrapper 
extend beyond said body, the extending part of said wrap 
per being bent over backward along one side of said 
tampon body whereby said tampon body is enclosed in 
said wrapper hermetically; a band extending around said 
wrapper and its backwardly bent portion, thus, holding 
said backwardly bent portion ?rmly against said side of 
the tampon body making its wrapper sides stronger, said 
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band covering only an intermediate portion of the length 
of said body, leaving the ‘ends of-said body free ‘of'said 
band, a string having an end portion protruding from 
underneath said band and extending toward the bottom of 
the tampon, ‘said string ‘serving as means for tearing the 
band open, and also serving as means'for ‘bending Is'aid 
corners of the wrapper upwards without ‘unfolding the 
wrapper, whereby the said corners of the 'wrapper stand 
apart‘from 'each‘other, and whereby said corners are'then 
suitable for being seized by hand individually in order 
to unfold said wrapper without the hands touching the 
tampon body. 

2. A catamenial tampon comprising an elongated ‘body 
of compressed absorbent material provided'with "a ‘with 
drawal cord attached ‘to ‘one ‘end' thereof, a protective 
wrapper of ?exible sheet material enclosing'said body with 
said‘end‘ of said body near the center of said wrapper, the 
‘side walls of said ‘wrapper'being considerably longer than 
said tamponibody, and thus extending vbeyond the other 
end of said body'and 'being folded back ‘on itself along 20 
a ‘side of ‘said body; and 'a closure member formed ‘as a 
band encircling said body and said folded ba'clc wrapper 
portion,said band covering only an intermediate por 
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tion of ‘the-length of said body, ‘leaving the end portions ' 
thereof free of said band, a cord extending from ‘said one 
end of said body and out of ‘said wrapper and within 

4 
and beyond said band so as to serve as means for re 
moving said'bandandstraightening the folded back por 
tion of said wrapper axially of said body. 

3. A tampon according to claim 2 in which the band is 
made of tearable material. 

4. A tampon according to claim 3, in Which the width 
of said closure band extends over the major portion of 
the length of the tampon and only a short end portion 
of said withdrawal cord to be gripped protrudes from 
underneath the said band. 

5. A catamenial tampon according to claim 2, and in 
which said wrapper is square whereby when said wrapper 
is straightened by'fsaidic'ord axially of'said body ‘the corners 
'of said wrapper extend'fa'r'ther than the intermediate edge 
portions thereof ‘and serve as means to'be grasped to open 
said wrapp'e'r’from around ~’s'aid' other ‘end’ of‘ said body. 
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