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This invention relates to a device for closing a deposit 
slot for mail, bank deposits, packages and articles gen 
erally. 

Such slots are customarily provided in walls and doors 
for the insertion or deposit of mail, bank deposits, ?lms 
and many other items. The slots are usually intended 
for use during non-business hours. At other times, as 
when mail should not be deposited in a certain o?ice or 
location, or in the case of banks and building and loan 
associations, when deposits should be made at the counter, 
it is desirable to close such slots in order that they may 
not be inadvertently used. 

It is the chief purpose of this invention to provide a 
closure for a deposit slot in a door, wall, or partition, 
which is easily positioned and removed and positively but 
releasably locked in place so that it is impossible at such 
times to insert mail, papers or articles into and through 
the slot. 
Another object is to provide a closure as aforesaid 

which, when locked in place, affords a surface conspicu 
ously visible from the deposit or outer side, and upon 
which, information or instructions such as office hours, 
mailing hours or times when the slot will be open for 
use, may be printed or otherwise af?xed. 

Another object is to provide a closure as aforesaid 
which when in position, completely covers and obscures 
the slot or deposit opening and at the same time affords 
a pleasing and attractive ornamentation. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent to those skilled in the art, after a study of 
the following description in connection with the accom 
panying drawing. 

In the drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing the mail drop 

closure in locked position within a slot; 
FIGURE 2 is a section taken in a plane identi?ed by 

line 2—2, FIGURE 1, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective of the closure plate assem 

bly of FIGURES 1 and 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective corresponding generally to 

FIGURE 1 but showing a second embodiment of the 
invention; 
FIGURE 5 is a section taken in a plane identi?ed by 

line 5-—-5, FIGURE 4, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; 
FIGURE 6 is an exploded view showing the parts be 

fore assembly, of the form depicted at FIGURES 4 and 5; 
FIGURE 7 is a vertical transverse section through a 

third embodiment and partly broken away to show de 
tails; and 
FIGURE 8 is a detail view of one of the two lock ele 

ments used in the species of FIGURES 1 and 2. 
Referring to FIGURES l and 2, 1 identi?es a wall, 

door or partition having a slot 2 through which, at times, 
mail or other papers, deposits, articles, packages or bun 
dles are to be deposited. A baffle generally identi?ed at 
3 consists of a ?at plate of decorative or ornamental ma 
terial having therein a slot 4 of vertical dimension a little 
less than slot 2, and ?xed by any suitable means over and 
in general registration with slot 2 to conceal the edges 
thereof. A tongue 5 integral with the lower edge of slot 
4, slopes upwardly and rearwardly through slot 2 to the 
rear side of the door and terminates in a horizontal upper 
edge lying in or adjacent a horizontal plane through the 
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upper edge of slot 4. Triangular ends 6 and 7 extend be 
tween and are functionally integral with the respective 
vertical side edges of the ba?le, at the sides of slot 4, and 
the end edges of tongue 5, and thus afford rigid support 
for and reinforcement of the tongue. The parts of ba?le 
3 thus described, including triangular end pieces 6 and 7, 
may be formed integrally or" hard plastic, brass or other 
metal. As is apparent from FIGURE 1, slot 2 has a 
length such that tongue 5 and its end pieces 6 and 7 may 
extend therethrough with a smooth ?t. 
The closure, generally identi?ed at 8, FIGURE 2, in 

cludes a ?at plate 9 of a size corresponding to, or a little 
longer than the planar outer portion of ba?le 3. This 
plate may be of the same decorative material as bai?e 3 
and may have thereon printed instructions such as of?ce 
hours, times when the slot will be open for deposits, and 
instructions as to procedure when the closure is in place. 
A metal plate 10 has dimension in the direction nor 

mal to the plane of FIGURE 2 a little less than the dis 
tance between end pieces 6 and 7. The plate is bent to 
conform generally to the surface of ba?le 3 and includes 
a lower portion 11 riveted as at 12 to the lower area of 
outer plate 9, followed by a main body portion sloping 
upwardly and inwardly and terminating at its upper edge 
in a ?ange 13 extending at 90° to the main body portion. 
As clearly shown upon FIGURE 2, the dimensions and 
angles are such that the closure may normally be inserted 
from the outside, with plate lil lying in 'face-to-face con 
tact with tongue 5 and ?ange 13 resting over and in con 
tact with the top edge of the tongue. 
Means such as a pair of stop members or buttons 14 

and 15 are pivoted to door or wall 1 above slot 2, as by 
means of screws 16 and 17. As is clear from FIGURE 2, 
the dimensions and positioning of these stops are such 
that when in the positions of FIGURES l and 2 they are 
gravitationally stable and have their lower ends in con 
tact with plate It) to thereby effectively prevent removal 
of the closure. 
When the stop members are rotated to the dotted line 

positions of FIGURE 1, into contact with abutments 18 
and 19, they are entirely free and clear of the closure, so 
that it may be withdrawn freely. 
As an alternative construction, not shown, it is contem 

plated that buttons or looking elements 14 and 15 may, 
in the position shown, extend through aligned apertures 
in plate 10 and tongue 5 to thus securely lock the two to 
gether. In such event, ?ange 13 may be omitted. 
FIGURES 4, 5 and 6 show a modi?cation wherein the 

bai?e plate assembly attached to the door within the slot 
therethrough, may be as before, so that ‘the parts thereof 
have been designated by the same reference numerals as 
in FIGURES 1 and 2. Likewise, outer plate 9 may be a 
duplicate of the one shown upon FIGURES 1 and 2. 
Metal plate liia may be essentially the same as plate 10 
of FIGURES 1 and 2; but instead of having ?ange 13 
extending continuously along its top edge, as in the spe 
cies of FIGURES l, 2 and 3, this ?ange is cut away at 
and along its central portion leaving only end portions 
13a and 13b, FIGURES 4 and 6. A channel-like clasp 
20, is shaped as clearly shown upon FIGURE 6, as an in 
verted channel over a length from one end thereof, equal 
to the spacing between ?anges 13a and 13b. From the 
left end as viewed in FIGURE 6, the top and one side wall 
of the channel are cut away to leave the remaining wall 
as an integral tab 21 having a pivot aperture 22. A pivot 
23 ?ts this aperture and another one 24 in plate 10a. 
Clasp 2%) is thereby mounted for pivoting about 23, from 
a ?rst position wherein its channel portion has a smooth 
?t over and about the top edge of tongue 5, between end 
?anges 13a and 13b of plate 1011, as shown upon FIG 
URES 4 and 5, to a second position free and clear of 
tongue 5, as indicated in dotted lines, FIGURE 4. 
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Thus when clasp 2G is in the second position above 
identi?ed, the closure 3 may be freely emplaced in and 
removed from its effective position closing slot 2. When 
in position within and closing the slot, pivoting of clasp 
20 to the aforesaid ?rst position as in FIGURE 5, ef~ 
fectively locks the closure against removal. 
FIGURE 7 discloses a further modi?cation for hold 

ing the closure in place. As before, 1 identi?es a door 
or wall with slot 2 therein and baffle plate 3 ?xed to and 
overlapping the slot 2, and with tongue 5 projecting in 
wardly and upwardly through the slot. Closure plate 9 
may be rectangular as in the species previously described 
and has metal plate 10c sloping upwardly and rearwardly 
from its lower portion 110. However, unlike the forms 
shown upon FIGURES 1 through 6, plate 100 has a tri 
angular ?ller piece at one end. Only one of these pieces, 
25, is shown upon FIGURE 7, but it will be understood 
that each extends from and ?lls the space between the 
corresponding end edge of the sloping portion of plate 
We and outer plate 9, to rigidly connect these edges with 
the plate. These triangular pieces are each provided with 
a latch 26 pivoted at 27 to ?ller piece 25 and having an 
upstanding nose 28 at its end adjacent plate 9. A spring 
29 ?tting within a vertical hole in the ?ller piece, urges‘ 
latch 26 into clockwise pivoting, to the limiting position 
shown and determined by any suitable means, not shown. 
A knob 30 is ?xed with the lever and forms a convenient 
means to depress it so that the tip of nose 28 lies below 
the level of the upper edge of slot 4 and the closure may 
thus be withdrawn. 
From FIGURE 7 it is noted that nose 28 has a rounded 

cam edge. Thus when the closure is inserted into and 
through slots 4 and 2, the cam edge engages the top edge 
of slot 4 so that the lever 26 is thereby pivoted downwardly 
until, when the closure is fully emplaced, the lever, under 
urge of spring 29, snaps upwardly to position nose 28 
behind the top edge of slot 4 in baffle plate 3. The clo 
sure is thereby ?rmly held against removal from slot 2. 
While only one lever 26 has been decsribed it will be 
understood that preferably there will be two, one piv 
oted on each of the triangular end pieces previously de 
scribed, and operating in a way identical with that just 
described. 

I have thus disclosed a device ful?lling all of the ob 
jects stated. The invention is relatively simple and 
readily fabricated from available materials. When locked 
in place the closure cannot be removed from the outside 
and effectively prevents the insertion of mail or other 
papers or objects through the slot. On the other hand, 
the device is easily and quickly unlocked without the use 
of tools; and when unlocked, is freely removable from 
the slot at the outside. 

While I have disclosed the form of the invention pres 
ently preferred by me, numerous changes, alterations and 
substitutions of equivalents will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, after a study of the foregoing disclosure. 
Hence the disclosure should be taken in an illustrative 
sense only; and it is my desire and intention to reserve 
all changes within the scope of the subjoined claims. 
In the claims, the term “partition” is inclusive of doors, 

walls, and in fact, any object having a slot through which 
material, articles or objects are to be deposited at times 
but not at other times. The terms “vertical” and “hori 
zontal,” etc., are for convenience only in de?ning the in 
vention as it is viewed upon the drawing, and are not to 
be interpreted as limiting the invention to any particular 
position in actual use. 
What I clam and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. The combination with a ba?‘le member having a 

deposit slot therethrough and a tongue ?xed with said 
member and extending upwardly and rearwardly from the 
bottom edge of said slot, an outer removable closure 
plate in surface contact with, and covering said baffle 
member and the said slot therein and having a second 
plate ?xed to and extending upwardly and inwardly from 
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its lower area, said second plate lying in ?at, superposed, 
face-to-face contact with said tongue, and means operable 
to lock said second plate to said tongue in the aforesaid 
superposed relation. 

2. In a closure for the horizontally-elongated deposit 
slot in and through a vertical partition, a tongue having 
the same longitudinal dimension as said slot and adapted 
to be ?xed with said partition to extend upwardly through 
and rearwardly of said slot at an angle to the plane of 
said partition, a closure member including a ?rst plate 
removably covering said slot, said closure member also 
including a second plate, said plates having their lower 
areas ?xed together in surface-to-surface planar contact, 
the upper area of said second plate sloping outwardly and 
upwardly away from the plane of said ?rst plate, at said 
angle, said second plate overlying said tongue in super 
posed face-to-face contact therewith, and means manually 
operable to releasably ?x said second plate to said tongue 
in said superposed relation therewith. 

3. The combination of claim 2, the horizontal upper 
edge of said second plate being ?anged downwardly at 
substantially 90° to the plane of its said upper area, and 
?tting over the upper edge of said tongue when the two 
are in said superposed relation, said manually operable 
means comprising a lock element adapted to be pivotally 
mounted on the partition above said slot, and pivotable 
from a ?rst position engaging and holding said second 
plate in contact with said tongue, to a second position 
free and clear of said second plate. 

4. The combination of claim 2, the horizontal upper 
edge of said second plate being ?anged downwardly and 
rearwardly to ?t over the upper free edge of said tongue 
when the two are in said superposed relation, said ?ange 
being cut away between its ends to de?ne an elongated 
notch, and a channel~like clasp pivoted at one end to said 
second plate adjacent one end of said ?ange, and pivotable 
from a ?rst position ?tting said notch and closely over 
and about the contiguous upper edges of said second 
plate and tongue, to a second position free and clear 
of said contiguous upper edges. 

5. In combination, a vertical partition having a hori 
zontally-elongated ?rst slot therethrough, a baffle plate 
secured exteriorly over said slot and having therein a 
second slot superposed over said ?rst slot, and an integral 
planar tongue extending from the lower edge of said sec 
ond slot, upwardly and rearwardly at an angle, through 
said ?rst slot to terminate in an upper edge substantially 
horizontally coplanar with the upper edge of said second 
slot, and a removable closure comprising (a) an outer 
?rst plate covering said second slot and (b) a second 
plate, said ?rst and second plates having their lower areas 
?xed together in superposed, face-to-face relation, the 
upper area of said second plate sloping upwardly and 
outwardly at said angle, away from said ?rst plate, and 
lying in contacting superposed relation with said tongue. 

6. The combination of claim 5, and triangular ?ller 
pieces each integral with the respective sloping ends of 
said tongue and said ba?ie plate at the end edges of said 
second slot. 

7. The combination of claim 6, the upper free edge 
of said second plate being ?anged downwardly, said ?ange 
?tting over and in contact with the free upper edge of 
said tongue when said ?rst plate is in said covering rela 
tion, and a pair of lock elements pivoted to said partition 
in horizontally spaced relation above said ?rst slot, each 
said lock element being pivotable from a ?rst position en 
gaging and holding said second plate in its said superposed 
relation over said tongue, to a second position free and 
clear of said second plate. 

8. The combination of claim 6, and a channel-like 
clasp pivoted at one end to said second plate adjacent one 
end of its free upper edge, said clasp being pivotable from 
a ?rst position engaging its channel over and about the 
contiguous free upper edges of said tongue and second 
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plate when the two are in said superposed relation, to 
a second position free and clear of said edges. 

9. The combination of claim 5, said second slot hav 
ing its upper edge below the corresponding edge of said 
?rst slot, to form an abutment, and a latch pivoted to 
said second plate for movement from a ?rst position in 
engagement with said abutment when said ?rst plate is 
in contacting covering relation with said second plate, to 
a second position free and clear of said abutment, and 
spring means urging said latch into its said ?rst position 
to thereby lock said closure in place, said latch having 
a cam edge engaging an edge of said second slot to cam 
said latch to second position by and in response to move 
ment of said closure into slot-closing position. 

10. In a closure for a deposit slot in a partition, a 
baffle plate having a slot therein and an integral tongue 
extending outwardly and upwardly from the lower edge 
of said slot, and terminating in a horizontal free upper 
edge, and a removable closure comprising (a) a ?rst plate 
overlying the front surface of said ba?ie plate in cover 
ing relation with the slot therein and (b) a second plate, 
said ?rst and second plates having their lower areas 
secured together in coplanar relation, the upper area of 
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said second plate sloping upwardly and outwardly away 
from said ?rst plate to overlie said tongue in surface 
contact therewith, and manually operable means to re 
leasably hold said second plate and tongue in said over 
lying relation. 

11. In a closure for a horizontally-elongated slot in and 
through a vertical partition, said partition having a tongue 
?xed thereto along the lower edge of said slot and ex 
tending upwardly and rearwardly therethrough at an angle 
to the plane of said partition, said closure comprising, an 
outer ?rst plate removably covering said slot and a second 
plate, said plates being integrally connected together over 
their lower areas only, the upper planar area of said sec 
ond plate extending upwardly and rearwardly at said 
angle with respect to the plane of said ?rst plate and 
covering said tongue in face-to-face contact therewith, 
and means manually operable to releasably secure said 
second plate and tongue in contact, as aforesaid. 

References Cited in the ?le of this patent 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Dedrick _____________ __ Dec. 17, 1889 

Cutler _______________ __ Dec. 4, 1934 

417,548 
1,983,071 


