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This invention relates to a toy and more particularly 
to a device which enables a child to twirl a ball around a 
circular track regardless of the position in which the track 
is held. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
entertaining toy of economical construction. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective View of the toy of this invention. 
FIG. 2 illustrates the manner in which the toy is man 

ua‘lly manipulated to produce a twirling action of a ball. 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view through one of the handles 

of the toy. 
The toy includes a pair of round hoops 10 and 12, the 

diameter of which may vary as desired without appre 
ciably affecting the operation of the toy. Each of the 
hoops 10 and 12 is preferably fashioned as a plastic tube 
as illustrated in FIG. 3 which is bent into circular shape 
with its ends suitably connected together. The two hoops 
10 and ‘12 are secured together in spaced parallel relation 
by a plurality of clips .14. Two diametrically opposite 
clips designated 16 have handles 18‘ mounted thereon by 
means of screws 20 which extend through openings 22 
in the clips and thread into the inner ends of handles '18 
as at 24. The number of clips 14, 16 employed for secur 
ing the two hoops together will of course vary in accord 
ance with the diameter of the hoops. For example, where 
the hoops are about 18" in diameter, six clips ‘14, 16 may 
be employed as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

Clips 14 and 16 are of identical shape with one excep 
tion which will be explained. The clips have the con 
?guration shown in FIG. 3. Each clip includes a ?at 
center portion 26, the ends of which flare laterally out 
wardly and radially inwardly as at 28‘ with the extreme 
ends being formed as circular segments 301 having a di 
ameter slightly less than the diameter of the tubes from 
which hoops 10 and '12 are ‘formed. Clips 14 are prefer 
ably fashioned as stampings. Furthermore, these clips 
are of a resilient construction and accordingly are pref 
erably formed from steel strip and heat treated to spring 
temper. 
The segments 30, it will be noted, have a circumferen~ 

tial extent slightly greater than semi-circular so that the 
free end 32 of each section is spaced from the outwardly 
?aring portion 28 of the clip. This enables the segments 
‘30 to be snapped over the hoops. The segments 30‘ thus 
resiliently engage the hoops to retain them in position. 
In order to positively prevent any circumferential dis 
placement of the clips 16 to which the handles 18 are 
connected, the outwardly ?aring portions 28 are lanced 
as at 34 so that the sharp end 36 of the lanced tabs have 
a tendency to dig into the plastic hoops and thereby 
?rmly retain the handle supporting clips 16 in position 
on the hoops. 

1It will be observed that the ?at center portion 26 of 
each clip is spaced radially outwardly of the spring seg 
ments 30 at the opposite ends of the clip. The heads of 
screws 20 are likewise olfset radially outwardly of the 
hoops '10 and 12. The two hoops thus provide a circular 
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track in which a ball 38 is adapted to roll. As will be 
observed "from FIG. 2, the radially outwardly offset cen 
tral portions 26 of the clips 14, ‘16 provide ample clear 
ance for rolling movement of the ball around the track 
formed by the two hoops. 
The formation of the clips from a resilient material 

such as heat treated sheet steel is important for several 
reasons. ‘In the ?rst place, it enables the two hoops to 
be snapped into the circular segments at the opposite 
ends of the clip to ?rmly retain the hoops in position. 
Furthermore, by forming these clips from a resilient 
material, a desirable whipping action is obtained when 
one of the handles is gripped manually and reciprocated 
quickly through a slight angle by means of the wrist. 
When the toy is thus manipulated, the weight of the hoops 
and the twirling ball are suspended from the ?at center 
portion 26 of the clip on which the gripped handle 18 is 
mounted. As the wrist is actuated, the ?at center portion 
26 of the clip is torsioned ?rst one way and then the 
other so that a slight motion of the wrist will produce a 
substantially greater amplitude in the travel of the hoops 
as indicated by the broken line showing in FIG. 2, for 
example. This whipping action causes the ball to twirl 
around the track ‘formed by the hoops and to be retained 
in the track by the centrifugal action involved regardless 
of the position in which the hoops are disposed. For 
example, the ball can be started twirling with the hoops 
in a vertical plane and the hoops can thereafter be 
rotated to any other position desired as long as a slight 
snap action is imparted to the hoops by the user’s wrist. 
This whipping action is very desirable because it requires 
much less effort to keep the ball twirling than if the han 
dle supporting clip '14 were absolutely rigid. 

I claim: 
1. A toy comprising a pair of circular hoops of the 

same size and shape, said hoops each being circular in 
cross section, a plurality of clips extending between and 
engaging the hoops to maintain them in parallel spaced 
relation, said clips each comprising a resilient strip of 
steel having a body portion and an arcuate segment at 
each end thereof, said segments having a diameter in their 
relaxed condition less than the cross section diameter of 
the hoops and a circumference substantially greater than 
one half the cross section circumference of the hoops with 
the opposite ends of each segment being spaced apart cir 
cumferentially of the hoop cross section to allow the 
segments to be snapped over the hoops, said segments, 
when snapped into engagement with the hoops, extending 
circumferentially around the radially and axially outer 
surface portions of the two hoops so as to leave the radi 
ally inner surface portion of the two hoops ‘free of ob 
struction to thereby form a pair of smooth uninterrupted 
circular tracks enabling a ball having a diameter greater 
than the spacing between the hoops to roll around the 
inside of the spaced hoops, at least one of said clips hav 
ing a handle member a?ixed thereto at the center of the 
body portion and extending radially outwardly of the 
hoops, the body portion being su?‘iciently resiliently ?ex 
=ible in the plane thereof to impart a whipping action to 
the hoops when the handle is angularly oscillated manu 
ally in a plane parallel to the planes of the two hoops, 
whereby a ball can be caused to whirl around the inside 
of the two hoops by a slight angular oscillation of the 
handle. 

2. A toy as called for in claim 1 wherein the body 
portion of each clip comprises a pair of legs each in 
clined radially outwardly of the hoops from one end of 
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segment, the radially outer ends ‘of said legs 
being interconnected by a ?at strip portion extending 
transversely between the planes of the two hoops. 
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