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This invention relates in general to wearing apparel 
and, more particularly, to certain new and useful improve 
ments in a garment adapted for wear by medical, lab 
oratory, and like personnel. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
garment having a line of opening to the back and which 
incorporates unique means, readily accessible to the 
wearer, for maintaining the garment back in open or 
closed relationship. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a garment of general gown design adapted particularly 
for surgeons’ and like use, being open to the back and 
incorporating conveniently located securing means so that 
during donning and removal the services of an attendant, 
such as a nurse, for effecting closure and opening of the 
garment, would not be required. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide a garment especially suitable for medical, lab 
oratory, and like usage, but which may also be worn for 
general utility purposes; which may be most inexpensive 
ly fabricated; which may be readily laundered and ster 
ilized; which is reliable and durable in usage; and the 
utilization of which in the ?eld of surgery will cause 
marked economy in preparation time and effort. 

Other objects and details of the invention will be ap 
parent from the following description when read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing (two sheets), 
wherein— 
FIGURE 1 is a front plan view of the garment con 

structed in accordance with, and embodying, the present 
invention, with the garment being unsecured in either 
closed or open relationship. 
FIGURE 2 is a rear plan view of the garment as shown 

in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken 

on the line 3-3 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a horizontal transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 4——4 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 5 is a horizontal transverse sectional view 

taken on the line S—5 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 6 is a horizontal transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 6-6 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 7 is a rear view showing the garment secured 

in open condition, preparatory to donning. 
FIGURE 8 is a horizontal transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 8—8 of FIGURE 7. 
FIGURE 9 is a rear view of the garment secured in 

closed, or wearing condition. 
FIGURE 10 is a front view of the garment as shown 

in FIGURE 9. 
FIGURE 11 is a horizontal transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 11—11 of FIGURE 10. 
Referring now by reference characters to the drawings 

which illustrate the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, A generally designates a garment adapted for 
medical, laboratory, and like usage, and being made 
preferably of light, washable fabrics. Garment A, being 
of gown design, is preferably of shoulder-to-below the 
knee length, and comprises a front panel 1, which is 
secured on its vertical side edges, as by stitching, along 
side seams 2, 3, to the forward side edges of rear panels 
4, 5 respectively. Although front panel 1 and rear panels 
4, 5 may be designed in their shoulder portions to ac 
commodate any well known type of sleeve desired, for 
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purposes of illustration only, the same are shown herein 
as being contoured for sewn engagement along seams, 
as at 6, to sleeves 7, 8 of raglan design. Said panels 
1, 4, 5 at their upper ends are shaped for cooperatively 
de?ning a neck opening 9, which may be of rounded 
design. For purposes of simpli?cation of description only, 
rear panel will be considered as an integral member, cut 
from a single cloth section, although, as indicated in the 
drawing, the same may be composed of a pair of joined 
constituent sections a, b, facilitating manufacture. 
Along their other, or rearward side edges, rear panels 

4, 5 are free so as to de?ne a rearward line of opening 
10, extending the length of garment A. Rear panel 4 
is of greater width than panel 5 and thus, in wearing 
position extends across the vertical center line of the rear 
of garment A, in overlapping relation to a substantial 
portion of rear panel 5, and thereby obscuring line of 
opening 10 (see FIGURE 9). The rearward or free side 
edge of rear panel 4, in its upper portion, as at 11, is 
formed to incline upwardly and inwardly to assure, dur 
ing wearing of garment A, close overlying relation to 
rear panel 5 for snug closure and to prevent any un 
desired restrictive or hampering during movement of the 
wearer’s left arm. . 

Provided on rear panel 4, immediately rearwardly of 
side seam 2 for presentation outwardly thereof is a fas 
tener element 12 which can be mounted in position by 
means of a reinforcing cloth section 13 engaged within 
seam 2 and secured, as by stitching, to the inner face of 
rear panel 4 (see FIGURE 5). Also carried on rear 
panel 4 for presentation outwardly thereof, adjacent its 
free or rearward side edge, preferably proximate the 
lower end of the upper portion of said edge, is a co 
operative fastener member 14, in horizontal alignment 
with fastener element 12 and for engagement therewith 
upon turning back of panel 4 in a doubling-over manner, 
with the normally inner face of panel 4 being exposed 
rearwardly, as may best be seen in FIGURE 7, wherein 
line of opening 10 is maintained in full-open condition 
for disposing garment A for facility of donning. 
Mounted on front panel 1 for direction outwardly 

thereof, immediately adjacent to, and forwardly of, side 
seam 3, and in transverse alignment with fastener mem 
ber 14, is one or more fastener elements 15, similar in 
all respects to fastener element 12. In the present in 
stance, three such horizontally spaced apart elements 15 
are shown, but the number thereof is entirely optional, 
depending upon the degree of waist adjustability desired 
for garment A. Fastener elements 15 are engaged upon 
a reinforcing strip 16 secured within side seam 3 and to 
the inner face of front panel 1. Said fastener elements 
15 may thus be selectedly engaged by cooperative fas_ 
tener member 14 on rear panel 4 (FIGURES l0 and 11), 
in which condition line of opening 10 is fully closed and 
obscured and garment A is comfortably, yet closely, 
secured in wearing relation. Thus, rear panel 4 will in 
such state extend across the wearer’s back in the waist 
or mid-portion. By a plurality of fastener elements 15, 
the user may effect engagement of whichever one allows 
of the most desirable ?t. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that fastener 
member 14 may be engaged to fastener element 12 for 
maintaining the garment in full-open condition, or to a 
fastener element 15 for maintaining garment A in closed 
condition. 
From the foregoing, it is quite apparent that open—to 

the-back garment A is uniquely designed to facilitate 
donning and removal by the wearer, and its unusual fea 
tures are best illustrated by reference to its usage in 
the ?eld of surgery. At the present time, when a surgeon 
dons a closed-front gown preparatory to surgery, the same 
must be held in position by an attendant, as a nurse, to 
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allow extension of his arms through the sleeves, and 
then the said attendant must secure the rear of the gar 
ment in closed condition, such as, most commonly, by 
tying a plurality of cooperative groups of tie tapes. Simi 
lar services are required for effecting removal of the 
garment. With the present invention, with rear panel 4 
in secured, turned-back relationship, when fastener mem 
ber 14 is engaged to fastener element 12, as shown in 
FIGURE 7, an attendant need only hold the garment to 
allow a surgeon to extend his arms through the sleeves. 
Thereupon, the surgeon (or other wearer) need only, 
by his right hand, disconnect fastener member 14 from 
fastener element 12, and by the left hand pull panel 4 
coveringly across rear panel 5 and effect engagement be 
tween said fastener 14- and one of the fastener elements 
15. Removal of garment A without assistance requires 
only the preliminary disconnecting of fasteners 14 and 15, 
which can be most easily effected by the wearer. 

Garment A constitutes a marked advance in closed 
front wearing apparel in comprising; unique securing 
means located so as to be readily accessible to the wearer 
to facilitate donning and removal, and obviating the need 
for tapes or other means equally inoperable by the wearer. 
In the medical ?eld, the use of garment A markedly re 
duces preparatory time for surgeons and like personnel, 
as well as obviating the need for skilled attendants, who 
may thus devote their time and effort to more critical 
purposes. 

Although the drawings illustrate fasteners 12, 14, and 
1.5 as being of the snap—fastener type, it is obvious that 
other effective cooperative securing means could be used, 
such as, for instance, buttons and buttonholes. But for 
medical purposes, snap-fasteners have proved desirable 
in view of the necessity of constant laundering and ster 
ilizing. 

It should be understood that changes and modi?cations 
in the formation, construction, arrangement, and com— 
bination of the several parts of the surgeon’s gown may 
be made and substituted for these herein shown and de 
scribed without departing from the nature and principle 
of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim and 

desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A garment comprising a front section having verti 

cal side edges, ?rst and second rear sections engaged to 
said front section along opposite side edges thereof, said 
first and second rear sections de?ning a rear line of open 
ing, a fastener element mounted on said ?rst rear section 
proximate the rear line of opening, a ?rst cooperating 
fastener member carried on said ?rst rear section spaced 
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£3. 
1y from said fastener element and in the region proximate 
the front section, and at least one second cooperating 
fastener member mounted on said front section proxi 
mate said second rear section, said ?rst and second co 
operating fastener mmebers being presented outwardly for 
selected engagement by said fastener element for respec 
tively maintaining said rear line of opening in open and 
closed condition. 

2. A garment as de?ned in claim 1 and further char 
acterized by said fastener element and said ?rst and 
second cooperating fastener members being horizontally 
aligned. 

3. A garment as de?ned in claim 1 and further char 
acterized by a plurality of said second cooperating fas 
tener members being provided on said front section in 
aligned, horizontally spaced apart relationship. 

4. A garment as de?ned in claim 1 and further char 
acterized by the line of opening extending the length of 
the garment. 

5. A garment comprising a front section having verti 
cal side edges, ?rst and second rear sections engaged to 
said front sections along ?rst and second side seams, 
respectively, said ?rst and second rear sections along their 
opposite edges being free to de?ne a rear line of open 
ing for said garment, extending the length thereof, a 
fastener element mounted on said ?rst rear section adja 
cent its free edge, a ?rst cooperating fastener member 
carried on said ?rst rear section adjacent to, and rear 
Wardly of, the seam between said ?rst rear section and 
the front section, and at least one second cooperating 
fastener member mounted on said front section adjacent 
the seam between same and the second rear section, said 
?rst and second cooperating fastener members being pre 
sented outwardly for selected engagement by said fastener 
element for respectively maintaining said rear line of 
opening in open and closed relationship. 

6. A garment as de?ned in claim 1 and further char 
acterized by said ?rst rear section being of relatively 
greater width than said second rear section for overlying 
relationship to the same when the garment is in closed 
condition, in which state the line of opening will be 
obscured. 
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