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This invention relates to lecterns and more speci?cally 
to a portable lectern device. 
An object of this invention is to provide a novel port 

able lectern device, of simple and inexpensive construc 
tion, which is readily mountable upon the upper edge 
of the back rest of a seat so that the portable lectern 
has extensive applicability for use by lecturers and speak 
ers at locations wherein the permanent type lecterns are 
not available. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved portable lectern which is readily mountable 
upon the upper edge of the back rest of a seat and which 
is collapsible to a structure of relatively small compass 
to thereby facilitate carrying and storage of the lectern. 
A further object of this invention is the provision of 

a portable collapsible lectern of the class described in 
cluding an article supporting member having front and 
rear ?anges, and including a leg member having front 
and rear edge surfaces which cooperate with the ?anges 
to permit the lectern to be mounted and supported in 
various positions from the upper edge of the back rest 
of a seat. 
These and other objects and advantages of our inven 

tion will more fully appear from the following descrip 
tion made in connection with the accompanying drawings 
wherein like character references refer to the same or 
similar parts throughout the several views, and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the portable lectern illus 

trated in supported relation upon the back rest of a seat, 
the latter being illustnated by dotted line con?guration; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the portable lectern 

shown in mounted relation upon the back rest of a chair 
and; 

' FIG. 3 is a vertical cross-sectional view on an enlarged 
scale taken approximately along line '3--3 of FIG. 2 and 
looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring now to the drawing it will be seen that one 
embodiment of our novel portable lectern, designated in 
its entirety by the reference numeral 10 is thereshown. 

member 11 which is of rectangular con?guration and 
which is preferably constructed of a suitable wood mate 
rial suoh as oak or the like. The article supporting mem 
ber 11 has a flat upper surface 12 and a ?at lower surface 
13 disposed in substantially parallel relation and it will 
be seen that a front ?ange element 14 is rigidly scoured 
to the lower surface 13 of the article supporting member 
in close proximity to the front edge thereof. This front 
?ange element 14 is disposed normal to the general plane 
of the article supporting member 111 and traverses the 
width of the latter. 
A rear flange element 15 is rigidly affixed to the rear 

edge of the article supporting member and also traverses 
the width thereof. It will be seen that this rear ?ange 
element 15 which is disposed in substantial parallel rela 
tion with respect to the front ?ange element 14 not ‘only 
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and this bracket 25 is rigidly 

collapsed position to lie 
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‘depends downwardly below the lower surface of the 
article supporting member 11 but also projects upwardly 
beyond the upper surface thereof. It is pointed out 
that both the front and rear ?ange elements are prefer 
ably constructed of the same wood material as that of 
which the article supporting member 11 is constructed. 
A leg member 16 is pivotally secured to the lower 

surface 13‘ ‘of the article supporting member 11 by hinge 
connections 17 as best seen in FIG. 3. ‘It will be seen 
that the leg member 16 is centrally located with respect 
to the side edges of the article supporting member -11 
and is pivotal about an axis extending substantially nor 
mal to the front edge of the article supporting member 
between an erect operative position and a collapsed in 
operative position. It will be noted as best seen in FIG. 
3 that a leg member 16 is disposed substantially normal 
to the general plane of the article supporting member 
when in the operative erect position. This leg member 
16 when in the collapsed position lies against the lower 
surface .13 of the article supporting member 11 and is 
disposed in substantially parallel relation relative thereto‘. 
Means are provided for maintaining the leg member 

16 in the erect operative position and this means includes 
a collapsible and extensible toggle brace mechanism 18 
also clearly illustrated in FIG. 3. This toggle brace 
mechanism 18 includes a bracket 19‘ which is secured to 
the lower surface 13 of the article supporting member 
11 by conventional securing means such as wood screws 
20. An elongate substantially ?at toggle brace link 21 
has one end pivotally secured to the bracket 19 by a 
pivot pin 22 for pivotal movement relative thereto. The 
other end portion of the toggle brace link 21 is pivotally 
connected to a second toggle brace link 23 by means of 
a pivot pin 24-. The ‘lower end ‘of toggle brace link ‘23 
is pivotally connected ‘to a bracket 25 by a pivot pin 26 

secured to one side of the 
leg member 16 by means of screws 27. 
The toggle brace mechanism 13 is illustrated in the 

extended position in FIG. 3 and it will be seen that the 
toggle brace links 21 and 23 may be pivoted to the 

side by side when the leg mem 
ber 16 is pivoted to the collapsed inoperative position. 
In order to prevent the toggle brace links 21 and 23 from 
pivoting beyond dead center, these toggle brace links are 
provided with cooperating stop lips 28 which cooperatively 
engage each other when the toggle brace links are in the 
extended position. The toggle brace links 21 and 23 are 
also releasably retained in the extended position by fric 
tion lock detent means 29. This detent means 29 is com 
prised of an arcuate bulge on one of said toggle link 
members and an arcuate recess on the other of said toggle 
brace links. 
The side of the leg member 16 to which the toggle 

brace mechanism 18 is connected is provided with a ver 
tically extending recess 3:41 therein. This recess is of a 
size shape to receive the toggle brace links 21 and‘ 23 
therein and also to permit bracket 19 to be accommodated 
therein when the leg member 16 is in the collapsed posi 
tion. With this arrangement the leg member 16 may be 
disposed in substantially parallel relation with the lower 
surface 13 of the article supporting member 11. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, it will be seen that the leg 
member 16 has a front edge surface 31 which is spaced 
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rearwardly of the front ?ange element 14. It will be noted 
that this front edge surface 31 is disposed in an angulated 
relation with respect to the lower planar surface 13 of 
the article supporting member 11. It will also be seen 
that the leg member 16 is provided with a rear edge sur 
face 32 which is substantially normal to the lower surface 
13 of the article supporting member 11 and which is 
spaced forwardly of the rear ?ange element 15. The 
front ?ange element 14 cooperates with the front edge 
surface 31 of the leg member 16 and with the lower sur 
face 13 of the article supporting member 11 to permit the 
lectern to be mounted on the upper edge of the back 
rest of a chair as best seen in FIG. 1. Because of the 
angulated relation of the front edge surface 31 of the 
leg member 16 with respect to the front ?ange element 
14 the article supporting member 11 will be disposed in 
inclined relation as illustrated in FIG. 1, when the upper 
edge of a chair back rest is gripped between the front 
?ange element 14 and the front edge surface 31. A book 
or other reading material article may be placed upon 
the upper surface 12 of the article supporting member 11 
to permit the speaker standing in close proximity to the 
lectern to very nicely read from the supported reading 
material. It will be noted that the rear ?ange element 15 
which projects above the upper surface 12 of the article 
supporting member 11 serves to retain the reading mate 
rial on the article supporting member if the latter is 
disposed in inclined relation as illustrated in FIG. 2. 
The upper edge of a seat back rest may also be gripped 

between the rear ?ange 15 and the rear edge surface 32 
of the leg member 16 and since the rear edge surface 32 
is disposed substantially parallel with respect to the rear 
?ange element, the lectern may be supported upon vari 
ously constructed seat back rests. 
From the foregoing description it will be seen that we 

have provided a novel portable collapsible lectern for 
use in supporting articles such as reading material and 
which may be readily mounted upon the upper edge of 
a seat back rest so that a speaker standing in close 
proximity to the chair may very nicely read or otherwise 
make reference to the supported reading material. 

It will also be seen that our novel portable lectern 
may be readily collapsed to a structure of relatively 
small compass which not only facilitates carrying thereof 
but permits the lectern to be stored in a minimum of 
space. 
Thus it will be seen that We have provided a novel 

portable lectern, which is not only of simple and in 
expensive construction, but which functions in a more 
ef?cient manner than any heretofore known comparable 
device. 

It will of course be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the various parts without departing from the 
scope of our invention. 
What is claimed is: 
l. The collapsible portable lectern readily attachable 

to the back rest of a seat for use in supporting reading 
articles such as books, papers and the like, said lectern 
comprising 

an article supporting member having substantially ?at 
parallel upper and lower surfaces and having straight 
front and rear edges, 

a front ?ange element and rear ?ange element a?ixed 
to and extending from said article supporting mem 
ber in close proximity to the front and rear edges 
thereof respectively, 

a leg member pivotally connected to the lower sur 
face of said article supporting member for pivotal 
movement relative thereto about an axis extending 
substantially normal to the front edge of said article 
supporting member between a depending erect oper 
ative position and collapsed inoperative position 
against the lower surface of the said article support 
ing member, 
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releasable locking means interconnecting said leg mem 
ber and article supporting member for releasably 
locking said leg member in the erect operative posi~ 
tion, 

said leg member having substantially straight front 
and rear edge surfaces spaced in opposed relation to 
said front and rear ?ange elements respectively, one 
of said edge surfaces being angulated and the other 
of said surfaces being disposed substantially normal 
with respect to general plane of said article sup 
porting member, 

said front ?ange element cooperating with the front 
edge surface of said leg member and the lower sur 
face of said article supporting member to permit the 
upper edge of a chair back to be engaged and gripped 
thereby whereby said lectern is supported from the 
chair in one position, 

and said rear ?ange cooperating with the rear edge 
surface of said leg member and the lower surface 
of said article supporting member to permit the upper 
edge of a chair back rest to be gripped thereby 
whereby said lectern may be selectively positioned 
and supported from the back rest of a chair in an~ 
other position, 

said article supporting member being substantially hori 
zontally oriented when in one of said positions and 
being inclined with respect to the back rest in the 
other of said positions. 

2. The structure as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
leg member is centrally located with respect to the lower 
surface of said article supporting member. 

3. The structure as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
releasable locking means comprises a toggle brace mech 
anism interconnected with said leg member and the lower 
surface of said article supporting member. 

4. A collapsible portable lectern readily attachable to 
the back rest of a chair for use in supporting reading ar 
ticles such as books, papers an the like, said lectern 
comprising 

a substantially rectangular article supporting member 
having substantially parallel upper and lower sur 
faces, 

a front ?ange element and a rear ?ange element af 
fixed to and depending from said article supporting 
member in close proximity to the front and rear 
edges thereof respectively, 

a leg member pivotally connected adjacent its upper 
end to the under side of said article supporting mem 
ber for pivotal movement relative thereto about an 
axis extending substantially normal to the front edge 
of said article supporting member between an erect 
operative position and a collapsed inoperative posi 
tion against the lower surface of the article support 
ing member, 

said leg member having front and rear edge surfaces 
spaced from said front and rear ?ange elements 
respectively, said front edge surface being angulated 
with respect to the front ?ange element and said 
rear edge surface being disposed in substantial par 
allel relation with the rear ?ange element, 

a toggle brace mechanism extending between and being 
interconnected with one side of said leg member 
and the lower surface of said article supporting 
member for releasably retaining said leg member 
in the erect operative position, 

said front ?ange element cooperating with the angu 
lated front edge surface of said leg member and 
the lower surface of the article supporting member 
to permit the upper edge of a chair back to be 
engaged and gripped thereby to support the lectern 
in inclined relation from a chair back rest, and said 
rear ?ange element cooperating with the rear edge 
surface of said leg member and the lower surface of 
said article supporting member to permit the upper 
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edge of the chair back rest to be gripped thereby 
whereby said lectern may be supported from the chair 
back rest in a substantially horizontal position. 

5. The structure as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said 
rear ?ange element projects upwardly beyond the uppeer 5 
surface of said article supporting member to thereby 
de?ne a retaining surface for retaining an article of 
reading material upon said article supporting member. 

6. The structure as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said 
one side of the leg member is provided with a recess 10 

6 
for receiving said toggle mechanism when said leg mem 
ber is in the collapsed position. 
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