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This invention relates to a carrying case, and has for 
its object the provision of such a case of attractive appear 
ance which can be manufactured from economical sheet 
metal and metal-extrusions, which will prove sturdy and 
durable in use, which can be easily opened for ready 
access to the contents held therein, and which can be re 
leasably locked in closed position. 

In accordance with the preferred form of the invention, 
there is provided a pair of opposed upper and lower shells, 
conveniently hingedly interconnected along one of their 
sides and provided with cooperative locking means along 
their opposite sides for releasably locking them in closed 
position. The upper shell comprises a pair of down 
wardly extending side walls rigidly connected to a top 
wall having downwardly projecting front and rear por 
tions terminating coplanar with the lower edges of said 
end walls and having its lateral edges projecting outwardly 
beyond said end walls. The bottom shell is formed from 
a U-shaped wrap forming front and rear walls inter 
connected by a bottom wall. The ends of the lower shell 
are formed by a pair of end panels having outwardly pro 
jecting flanges abutting the inner faces of the wrap end 
margins and connected thereto. Said end panels and wrap 
are further interconnected by a pair of generally rectangu 
lar channeled frames rigidly mounted on said end panel 
flanges and wrap end margins. The end panels and 
frames project above the wrap whereby with the case in 
closed position the forward edges of the upper and lower 
shells will abut and the outwardly projecting lateral edges 
of the upper shell will be disposed between the opposed 
lower shell end panels and the frames mounted thereon. 

Other objects and features of the invention will become 
apparent from the more detailed description which fol 
lows and from the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a carrying case embody 
ing the invention; 

FIG. 2 is an end elevation of the carrying case shown 
in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged vertical section taken on the 

line 3-3 of FIG. l; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged vertical section taken on the 

line 4_4 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 5 is a partially exploded isometric view of the 

carrying case shown in FIG. 1. 
As illustrated in the drawings, the carrying case com 

prises an upper shell 10 hingedly connected along one of 
its sides to a lower shell 12, as by hinges 13. The shells 
are provided along their opposite side with cooperative 
locking elements 14 of any desired construction for re 
leasably locking said shells in a case-closed position. 
Conveniently, the upper shell 10 is also provided with a 
suitable carrying handle or grip 15 mounted thereon as 
by a bracket 16 rigidly fastened to the top wall of said 
shell. 
As shown in FIG. 5, the upper shell 10 is formed 

from sheet-metal and comprises a pair of opposed end 
walls 18, each of which has flanges 19 projecting out 
wardly from its top and side edges. The top wall 20 of 
the shell 10 is formed by a piece of sheet-metal having 
its forward and rear edges bent downwardly as at 21 and 
22, respectively, with the lateral edges of said top wall 
projecting outwardly beyond the end panels 18 and bent 
back inwardly around the end Wall flanges 19 to thus 
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rigidly interconnect said top and end walls. In the illus 
trated embodiment, each of the end walls 18 tapers from 
rear to front, and accordingly, the rear wall portion 22 
has a smaller vertical extent than the front wall portion 21. 
To enhance the appearance of the upper shell 1li and 

provide additional rigidity therefor, the lower edges of 
the front and rear wall portion 21 and 22 are bent in 
wardly and upwardly upon themselves, as at 23, with the 
ends of said inwardly bent portions 23 abutting the inner 
faces of the end walls 18. Similarly, the lower edges of 
the end walls 1S are bent inwardly and upwardly upon 
themselves, as at 24, with the ends of said inwardly bent 
portions 24 abutting the inwardly bent portions 23 of the 
front and rear wall portions 21 and 22. 
As shown in FIG. 5, the lower shell 12 comprises a 

U-shaped sheet-metal wrap 26 bent to form a pair of 
opposed front and rear walls 27 and 2S integrally con 
nected to a bottom wall 30. As shown, the wall 27 is 
higher than the wall 28 in the same proportion as the 
difference in wall height of the front and rear portions 
21 and 22 of the upper shell 1b, so that with the case in 
closed position the top wall 29 will be in parallelism with 
the bottom wall Sil. The ends of the lower shell 12 are 
formed by a pair of opposed generally rectangular end 
panels 32 set inwardly from the ends of the wrap 26 and 
provided with outwardly projecting flanges 34 along each 
of their edges. The end panel flanges 34 along the sides 
and bottoms of said end panels abut the inner faces of 
the wrap end margins and are connected thereto by in 
wardly directed projections 35 formed in the wrap end 
margins and extending into openings 36 formed in the 
flanges 34. To further locate the end panels 32 and give 
added rigidity to the lower shell, the upper longitudinal 
edges of the front and rear.walls 27 and 28 are bent in 
wardly and downwardly upon themselves, as at 38, with 
the opposed ends of said inwardly bent edges abutting the 
inwardly presented faces of said end panels. 
The end panels 32 project above the upper edges of 

the front and rear walls 27 and 23, and a ‘generally U 
shaped brace 40 having a thickness corresponding to the 
thickness of the wrap 26 and a width corresponding to 
the width of the end panel flanges 34 is disposed on the 
top flange and rupper ends of the end flanges on each 
of the end panels 34, with the ends of said brace abut 
ting Vthe upper edges of the front and rear walls 27 and 
28. To mount the braces ’40 on the end panels and to 
further rigidly linterconnect said end panels to the wrap 
2-6, there is provided a pair of generally rectangular 
frames 42 having channeled cross-sections formed by a 
pair of inwardly projecting legs `44. The legs 44 on 
each frame extend over the end margins of .the wire wrap 
26 at one of 4its ends, the ñanges 34 on the adjacent end 
panel and the adjacent brace `‘lll and are rigidly crimped 
thereon. Conveniently, the inner faces of the frame legs 
44 are serrated, as at 46, to add addi-tional rigidity to 
the connections between said frames and the wrap, end 
panels and braces. As will be apparent, the braces 40, 
by having a thickness corresponding to the thickness of 
the sheet-metal wrap 26, provide with the panel flanges 
34 and wrap end margins a uniform two ply metal thick 
ness around the ends of the lower shell so tha-t the frame 
legs 44 may be uniformly crimped around the ends of 
said lower shell. 
When the case is in closed position, the upper shell 

edges 23 will rest on ythe lower shell edges 38 and the 
lock members 14 may be closed to releasably lock «the 
case in such closed posi-tion. The end panels 32 and 
frames ̀ 42 project above the front and rear walls 27 and 
28 a distance suñicient that with the case -in closed po 
sition the outwardly projecting lateral edges of the .top 
shell 10 will be -disposed between said end panels to p-ro 
v-ide lateral stability between said upper and lower shells. 
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l claim: 
Á1. A carry-ing case, comprising 
(a) an upper and lower `she-ll releasably locked to 

gether, ’ ' 

(b) said upper shell having a pair of downwardly 
extending end walls rigidly connected to a top wall 
having downwardly projecting front and rear por 
tions terminating coplanar 'with the lower edges of 
said end walls and having its lateral edges project 
»ing outwardly beyond said end walls, 

(c) said bottom shell having a U-shaped wrap form 
-ing .front and rear Walls interconnected by a bot 
tom wall, 

(d) a pair of end panels having outwardly projecting 
ñanges abutting the inner faces of the wrap end 
margins, and 

(e) a pair of generally rectangular channeled frames 
rigidly mounted on said end panel flanges and wrap 
end margins, 

(f) said end panels and frames projecting above said 
wrap with the upper faces of said frame projecting 
above the plane of said upper shell top -wall and 
said lateral edges of the upper shell being interposed 
between said end panels when the case is in closed 
position. 

2. A carrying case, comprising 
(a) an upper and lower shell releasably locked to 

gether, 
(b) said upper shell having a pair of downwardly 

extending end walls rigidly connected to a top wall 
-having downwardly projecting front and rear por 
tions terminating coplanar with the lower edges of 
said end walls and having its lateral edges project 
ing outwardly ‘beyond said end walls, 

(c) said bottom shell having a U-shaped wrap form 
ing front and rear walls interconnected by a bot 
tom wall, 

(d ) the pontions of the longitudinal edges of said front 
and rear walls remote from said bottom wall and 
disposed inwardly from the ends of said wrap being 
ben-t inwardly upon themselves, 

(e) a pair Iof end panels abutting the opposed ends 
of said inwardly bent front and `rear wall edges 
and having outwardly projecting flanges abutting 
the inner faces o-f the wrap end margins, and 

(f) a pair of generally rectangular channeled frames 
rigidly mounted on said end panel flanges and wrap 
end margins, 

(g) said end panels and frames projecting above said 
Wrap with »the upper faces of said frame projecting 
above the plane of said upper shell Itop `wall and 
said lateral edges of the upper shell being inter 
posed between said end panels when the case is in 
closed position. 

3. A carrying case, comprising 
(a) an upper and lower shell releasably locked together, 
(b) said upper shell having a pair of downwardly ex 

tending end walls rigidly connected to a top wall 
having downwardly projecting front and rear por 
tions terminating coplanar with the lower edges of 
said end walls and having its lateral edges project 
ing outwardly beyond said end walls, 

(c) said bottom shell having a U-shaped wrap form 
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ing front and rear walls interconnected by a bottom 
wall, the upper edges of said front and rear walls 
abutting and supporting the lower edges of said 
front and rear portions of said upper shell when 
the case is in closed position, 

(d) a pair of generally rectangular end panels project 
ing above said wrap and having outwardly project 
ing ñanges along each of their edges, the flanges 
along the bottoms and sides of said end panels abut 
ting the inner faces of the wrap end margins, 

(e) a pair of generally U-shaped braces abutting the 
flanges along the tops and upper portions of the 
sides of said end panels, and 

(f) a pair of generally rectangular channeled frames 
rigidly mounted on said end panel flanges, wrap end 
margins and braces. 

4. A carrying case as set forth in claim 3 with the ad 
dition that 

(a) each of said braces has a thickness equal to the 
thickness of said wrap, and 

(b) the ends of said braces abut the upper edges of 
said wrap front and rear walls. 

5. A carrying case, comprising 
(a) an upper and lower shell releasably locked to 

gether, 
(b) said upper shell having a pair of downwardly ex 

tending end walls rigidly connected to a top wall 
having downwardly projecting front and rear por 
tions terminating coplanar with the lower edges of 
said end walls and having its lateral edges projecting 
outwardly beyond said end walls, 

(c) said bottom shell having a U-shaped wrap forming 
front and rear walls interconnected by a bottom wall, 

(d) the portions of the longitudinal edges of said front 
and rear walls remote from said bottom wall and 
disposed inwardly from the ends of said wrap being 
bent inwardly upon themselves, 

(e) a pair of generally rectangular end panels abut 
ting the opposed ends of said inwardly bent front 
and rear wall edges and projecting above said wrap, 

(f) outwardly projecting flanges along each edge of 
each of said end panels, the flanges along the bot 
toms and sides of said end panels abutting the inner 
faces of the wrap end margins, 

(g) a plurality of projections on said wrap end mar 
gins received in openings formed in said end panel 
fianges, 

(h) a pair of generally U-shaped braces abutting the 
flanges along the tops and upper portions of the 
sides of said end panels, and 

(i) a pair of generally rectangular channeled frames 
rigidly mounted on said end panel flanges, Wrap end 
margins and braces, 

(j) the inwardly presented faces of said end panels 
abutting the outwardly projecting lateral edges of 
said upper shell when the case is in closed position. 
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