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This invention relates to rotating swings and included 
in the objects of this invention are: 

First, to provide a rotating swing which is essentially 
a hollow cylinder mounted for rotation about a horizontal 
axis at or near its center and having opposed seats so 
arranged that one or two occupants may turn with the 
swing about its axis of rotation. 

Second, to provide a rotating swing which may be used 
with safety by young and inexperienced children in that 
the occupants are seated relatively close to the center of 
rotation, handle bars are so located as to be grasped 
instinctively should the occupants become frightened, 
the occupants are enclosed so that they cannot fall out 
of the swing, and the swing supports are so arranged with 
respect to the side enclosure of the swing that the sup 
ports are essentially out of reach of the occupants. 

Third, to provide a rotating swing which is so arranged 
that its occcupants may oscillate the swing through increas 
ing arcs until the swing is caused to make a complete 
revolution and may then be manipulated by the oc 
cupants to maintain rotation of the swing. 

Fourth, to provide a rotating swing which may be so 
arranged as to be motor driven. 

Fifth, to provide a swing structure which includes a 
rotating swing unit and a pair of supporting members for 
the swing unit which in turn have an axis of oscillation 
outside the swing unit, so that the swing unit not only 
rotates and oscillates about its own axis but also about 
the oscillation axis of the support members. 
With the above and other objects in view as may appear 

hereinafter, reference is directed to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a partial side view, partial sectional view 

showing one form of the rotating swing taken through 
1——1 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 2 is a partial plan view, partial sectional view 

thereof taken through 2—2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse sectional view thereof taken 

through 3—-3 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a reduced side elevational view showing 

a modi?ed form of rotating swing which is motor driven. 
FIGURE 5 is an elevational view of a further modi?ed 

form of rotating swing in which the rotating structure is, 
in turn, supported by a swing structure. 
FIGURE 6 is a view thereof taken through 6-6 of 

FIGURE 5. 
Reference is ?rst directed to the construction shown in 

FIGURES l, 2 and 3. The rotating swing here illustrated 
includes a cylindrical shell 1 in the axial ends of which 
are ?tted end rings 2. A diametrically extending strut 
3 bridges across each end ring. As will be brought out 
hereinafter, the two struts normally occupy a vertical 
position. The end rings are provided at opposite sides 
of the normally lower ends of the struts 3 with radially 
inwardly directed, semicircular extensions which form seat 
side walls 4. 
Between each pair of axially opposed side walls 4 is a 

seat structure including a horizontal seat member 5 and 
vertical wall member 6. The normally lower side of the 
cylindrical shell between the wall member 6 is provided 
with a floor 7. 
The two struts 3 are provided with horizontally 

aligned bearing members 8. In the construction shown 
in FIGURE 1, the bearing members are located a short 
distance X above center. In practice, it has been found 
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feasible to utilize a cylindrical shell of about three to four 
feet in diameter, and to displace the bearing members a 
distance X between one and one-half and two inches. 
The bearing members 8 journal a horizontal shaft 9, 

the extremities of which are held in ?ttings 16). In the 
construction shown in FIGURES 1 through 3, each ?tting 
19 is secured to the apex of a pair of downwardly di 
verging struts 11. The lower ends of each pair of struts 
are secured to a base member 12. 
A hand bar 13 extends between the diametrical struts 

3 above the shaft 9. If desired, each of the seats may be 
provided with seat straps 14 as indicated in FIGURE 2. 
However, because of the relatively small size of the ro 
tating swing, the maximum distance of fall is sufficiently 
small that danger of injury is remote. The primary pur 
pose of the seat straps is to develop self-con?dence in the 
more timid child. 

Operation of the rotatable swing as shown in FIGURES 
1 through 3 is as follows: 
One or two children seat themselves on the seat mem 

bers 5. By reason of the off-center position of the shaft 
9 and the fact that the weight of the occupants place 
the center of gravity below the shaft 9, the occupants, 
by grasping the hand bar 13 and rocking or shifting their 
weights may cause the rotatable swing to oscillate with 
increasing amplitude until it is caused to make a com 
plete revolution. Thereafter, with a little practice, the 
occupants may cause the swing to continue to rotate. 

Reference is now directed to FIGURES 5 and 6. The 
rotating swing per se is the same as in the previously 
described structure. In place of the supporting struts 11 
and base members 12, the ?ttings 10 are joined to sus 
pension members 15 which may be in the form of ropes, 
cables or bars. If suspension bars are used, they are 
joined at their upper ends by ?exible connections 16 to 
a cross-bar 17. 
By so suspending the rotating swing, the swing may be 

caused to rotate about the shaft 9 and simultaneously 
oscillate about the axis of the cross-bar 17. 

Reference is now directed to FIGURE 4. The struc— 
ture here illustrated also utilizes the rotating elements 
of the swing. ' In this construction, the collars are sub 
stituted for the bearings 8 and secured to the shaft 9 so 
that the shaft may rotate the structure. The ends of 
the shaft 9 are supported in posts 18, one of which en 
closes a drive means 19. The posts extend upwardly from 
a base structure 20 which houses a drive motor 21 which 
may cause the swing to oscillate or rotate as desired. 

It will be observed that the rotating elements of the 
swing are in each embodiment so arranged that the 
occupants are well protected by the end rings 2, by the 
struts 3 and by the side walls 4. Also, the shaft 9 and 
the hand bar 13 provide ample means which may be 
grasped by the occupants. 

Also, in each of the arrangements illustrated, the shaft 
9 projects a sufficient distance beyond the rotating struc 
ture so as to provide not only ample space for ingress 
and egress, but also to render it difficult for the occu 
pants to thrust their hands or feet into engagement with 
the supporting structure when the swing is in operation. 

While particular embodiments of this invention has 
been shown and described, it is not intended to limit 
the same to the exact details of the construction set forth, 
but it embraces such changes, modi?cations, and equiva 
lents of the parts and their formation and arrangement 
as come within the purview of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A rotatable swing, comprising: a cylindrical shell 

having end rings partially closing the axial ends thereof 
and struts extending from said end rings to the central 
axis of said shell and de?ning with said end rings re 
stricted ingress and egress openings; means utilizing said 
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struts for supporting said shell in the vicinity of its cen~ 
tral axis for rotation thereabout; and at least one seat 
?xed in said shell and disposed radially outward from 
said central axis whereby an occupant may rotate in said 
seat about said supporting means. 

2. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said supporting means includes a supporting axle extend 
ing axially beyond said cylindrical structure; and a ?xed 
frame structure supporting the ends of said axle. 

3. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said supporting means includes a supporting axle extend 
ing axially beyond said cylindrical structure; a ?xed frame 
structure supporting the ends of said axle; and a motor 
drive in said frame structure is connected with said axle. 

4. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said supporting means includes a supporting axle ex 
tending axially beyond said cylindrical structure; suspen 
sion members supporting the extremities of said axle; and 
means oscillatably supporting the upper ends of said sus 
pension members. 

5. A rotatable swing, comprising: a cylindrical shell 
having end rings partially closing the axial ends thereof 
and struts extending from said end rings to the central 
axis of said shell; means utilizing said struts for support 
ing said shell in the vicinity of its central axis for ro 
tation thereabout; a pair of opposed seats within said 
shell on opposite sides of said struts; end walls for said 
seats extending radially inward from said end rings, 
said end rings, end walls, and struts de?ning pairs of 
restricted ingress and egress openings, and also forming 
means tending to contain the occupants within said shell 
during rotation thereof; and at least one hand bar car 
ried by said struts in reach of occupants of said seats. 

6. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 5, where 
in the axis of said supporting means is offset from the 
central axis of said shell in a direction opposite from 
said seats whereby said seats tend to rotate said shell to 
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a position wherein said seats are below the level of said 
supporting means, and said hand bar is above said sup 
porting means. __ 

7. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 5, wherein 
said supporting means includes a supporting axle ex 
tending axially beyond said cylindrical structure; and a 
?xed frame structure supporting the ends of said axle. 

8. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 5, wherein 
said supporting means includes a supporting axle ex 
tending axially beyond said cylindrical structure; a ?xed 
frame structure supporting the ends of said axle; and 
a motor drive in said frame structure is connected with 
said axle. 

9. A rotatable swing as set forth in claim 5, wherein 
said supporting means includes a supporting axle extend 
ing axially beyond said cylindrical structure; suspension 
members supporting the extremities of said axle; and 
means oscillatably supporting the upper ends of said 
suspension members. 

10. A rotatable swing, comprising: a cylindrical shell 
having end walls partially closing the axial ends thereof 
and struts extending from said end walls to the central 
axis of said shell and de?ning with said end walls re 
stricted ingress and egress openings; means utilizing said 
structs for supporting said shell in the vicinity of its 
central axis for rotation thereabout; and at least one 
seat ?xed in said shell and disposed radially outward from 
said central axis whereby an occupant may rotate in 
said seat about said supporting means. 
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