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This invention relates to an improvement in collaps 
ible egg cases and deals particularly with an economical 
paperboard case which may be delivered in ?at form and 
which may be readily unfolded and opened up for use. 
Numerous forms of egg cases have been produced capable 
of containing thirty dozen eggs. With the cost of labor 
increasing, pressure has been exerted upon the manu 
facturers of such cases to simplify the setting up of such 
cases at the point where the cases are packed. One of 
the cases which is most readily set up is one in which 
the end walls are connected to the bottom wall by gusset 
?aps which form a part of the bottom wall when the 
case is set up, but which fold inwardly when collapsed 
to prevent the bottom and end walls to fold together 
along a central fold line. The present invention deals 
with a collapsible case of this type. 
A feature of the present invention resides in the provi 

sion of a body shell which is rectangular and which is 
provided with a foldable partition intermediate the end 
Wall. The upper hand of this body sleeve is provided 
with closing ?aps to close the upper end of the case. The 
bottom panel is formed in a separate piece and is con 
nected to end wall liner panels which lie inwardly of the 
end walls of the body sleeve to reinforce the end walls 
and to increase the compression strength of the case. 
The bottom panel is provided with narrow ?anges which 
are secured to the lower ends of the body sleeve by stitch 
ing, gluing or the like. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in ' 

the provision of a case in which the closure ?aps are 
hinged to the end walls and are provided with diagonal 
fold lines to simplify the operation of interleaving the 
closure ?aps to hold them in closed position without the 
use of tape or adhesive. 

These and other objects and novel features of the 
present invention will be more fully and clearly Set forth 
in the following speci?cation and claim. 

In the drawings forming a part of this speci?cation: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the egg case in 

closed position. 
FIGURE 2 is a vertical sectional view through the case, 

the position of the section being indicated by line 2——-2 
of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical sectional view longitudinally of 

the case, the position of the section being indicated by 
the line 3-—3 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a diagrammatic view of the case in par 

tially set up condition. 
FIGURE 5 is a diagrammatic view of the blank from 

which the body sleeve is formed. 
FIGURE 6 is a diagrammatic view of the blank from 

which the bottom of the case is formed. 
With reference to FIGURE 5 of the drawings, the body 

shell includes a side wall panel 10, an end wall panel 11, 
a side wall panel 12, a second end wall panel 13, a side 
wall panel 14, and a partition panel 15 which are fold 
ably connected along parallel fold lines 16, 17, 19, 20 
and 21. An anchoring ?ap 22 is provided on the end of 
the partition panel 15 and connected thereto along the 
fold line 23. The end wall panels 11 and 13, and the 
partition panel 15 are of approximately the same width. 
The side wall panel 14 is approximately one-half the width 
of the opposite side wall panel 12, and the side wall panel 
10 is slightly wider so as to overlap the side wall panel 
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14 to form the rectangular outer shell. The anchoring 
?ap or ?ange 22 is stitched or adhered to the inner sur 
face of the opposite side wall 12 to form an outer shell 
divided into two compartments of substantially equal size. 
The wall panels 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 are foldably 

connected along their upper edge by the line of fold 
24 to side and end wall closing flaps 25, 26, 27, 29 and 
30 respectively. The side wall closing ?ap 25 overlaps 
the closing ?ap 30 to form a closing ?ap having a gen 
erally central seam or overlapped joint. 
The end walls 11 and 13 are divided into two equal 

sections by fold lines 31 and 32 respectively. Fold line 
31 is midway between the fold lines 19 and 20. The 
various closing ?aps are separated in the usual manner 
by slots, and the fold lines 31 and 32 extend across 
the fold line 24 so as to divide the closing ?aps 26 
and 29 into equal sections. Diagonal fold lines extend 
across the ?ap 26 from intersection of fold line 24 with 
the fold lines 16 and 17, these diagonal fold lines con 
verging and being indicated by the numeral 33. Simi 
lar diagonal fold lines 34 extend across the end wall 
closing ?ap 29, converging from the intersection of fold 
line 24 with the fold lines 19 and 20, respectively. Hand 
holds 35 are provided through the end walls 11 and 13, 
intersecting the fold line 31 and 32 as illustrated. 
The bottom forming member is shown in FIGURE 6 

and includes a bottom panel 36 which is foldably con 
nected along parallel fold lines 37 to end wall liner panels 
39. As this element is symmetrical both wall panels are 
identi?ed by the same numeral. The bottom panel 36 
is connected by a fold line 40 which is at right angles 
to the fold lines 37 to side wall ?anges 41. Where 
the ?anges 41 are secured to the inner surfaces of the 
side walls of the outer shell, these ?anges 41 are centrally 
notched as indicated at 42 to accommodate the lower 
edge of the partition panel 15. These notches 42 may be 
omitted if the ?anges 41 are secured to the outer surfaces 
of the side walls. 
The end walls 39 are provided with hand holds 43 

which register with the hand holds 35 when the case 
is formed. A central line of fold 44 extends longitudi 
nally of the blank between the sides thereof, the fold line 
44 extending across the bottom panel 36 and the end 
wall liner panel 39. While the panels 39 have been de 
scribed as end wall liner panels to differentiate from the 
end walls of the outer sleeve, it is believed obvious that 
the panels 39 could be secured outwardly of the sleeve 
end walls 11 and 13 if it were so desired. 

Diagonal fold lines converge inwardly from each 
corner of the bottom panel 36, these diagonal fold lines 
being at substantially 45 degrees between the side and 
end fold lines 40 and 37, and extending to the center fold 
line 44. These fold lines 45 de?ne triangular gusset 
?aps 46 on either side of the center line 44 which fold 
inwardly between adjoining portions of the bottom panel 
36 when the case is collapsed. 
The bottom forming section is usually attached to the 

side wall sleeve when the sleeve is in rectangular form, 
the end wall liner panels 39 being folded inwardly of 
the end walls 11 and 13 and being secured thereto in 
a suitable manner such as by staples or stitches 47 in 
dicated in FIGURE 1. The ?anges 41 are folded in 
wardly of the side wall panels and are stitched or other 
wise secured thereto as indicated at 49. This completes 
the case by folding the center portion of the end walls 
inwardly as indicated in FIGURE 4 of the drawings, and 
simultaneously folding the gusset ?aps 46 inwardly to 
ward face contact, the case may be collapsed to a sub 
stantially ?at form. The partition panel 15 is centrally 
divided by a fold line 50 so that this panel can simulta 
neously collapse. 

In the use of the case, the case is folded from its 
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collapsed form when the shell is in rectangular form, the 
usual ?llers and ?aps placed in the two sections in super 
imposed layers to properly support the eggs. The top 
of the case may be closed in the conventional manner 
and taped or otherwise secured if it is so desired. How 
ever, if it is preferred, the ?aps may be interlocked to 
gether as indicated in FIGURE 1, with one-half of each 
end wall closing ?ap overlying a different one of the side 
wall closing ?aps. During this operation, portions of the 
end wall closing ?aps are folded along the diagonal fold 
lines 33 or 34 which greatly simpli?es others inter 
locking. 

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have described 
the principles of construction and operation of my im 
provement in collapsible egg cases, and while I have 
endeavored to set forth the best embodiment thereof, I 
desire to have it understood that changes may be made 
within the scope of the following claim without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. 

I claim: 
A collapsible egg case including a one piece body shell 

including, in series, 
a ?rst side wall, an end wall, a second side Wall, a 

second end wall, a third side wall, a partition panel, 
and an anchoring ?ap, 

said third side wall being approximately one-half the 
width of said second side wall and secured in over 
lapping relation to said first side wall to form a 
rectangular body, 
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said partition wall extending parallel to said end walls 

and said anchoring ?ap being secured to said second 
side wall to form two compartments within said 
rectangular body, 

closure flaps hingedly secured to the upper edges of said 
side and end walls, ' 

a one piece bottom structure including a bottom panel, 
end wall liner panels secured to the end edges there 
of and pairs of ?anges secured to the side edges 
thereof, 

means securing said end wall liner panels in face con 
tact with said end walls, 

means securing said ?anges in face contact with said 
side walls, one ?ange of each pair extending on one 
side of said partition wall, and the other ?anges ex~ 
tending on the other side thereof, 

said end walls, end wall liner panels, and wall closure 
flaps, bottom panel and partition panel having central 
lines of fold therein parallel to said side walls, and 
the ends of said bottom panel being diagonally 
creased along fold lines converging from the corners 
of said bottom panel to said central line of fold 
therein. 
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