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This invention relates to a disposable pallet structure. 
The invention is applicable to a pallet having either 

one or two decks, two being illustrated to exemplify the 
invention. The decks are preferably made of ?berboard, 
because that material is both disposable and relatively 
inexpensive. If expense is not a factor, the decks may 
be made of plywood or other material. As used herein, 
the word “?berboard” is used generically to include ma 
terials variously referred to as chipboard, paperboard and 
even corrugated board, although the latter is not a pre 
ferred material. 

In referring to the deck of a pallet, it is not my inten 
tion to exclude the possibility that the panel herein iden 
ti?ed as a deck, for convenience of description, may 
carry some other structure of which it is a part. 
For the support of the load-carrying deck, ?berboard 

tubes are employed. These tubes abut the deck at their 
ends and register with a hole cut through the deck. 
As a preferred inexpensive and practical and very 

strong means of connecting this supporting tubular leg 
to the deck, I use a ?anged metal anchorage ?tting which 
extends through the hole of the deck and has a pressed 
?t within the tubular leg and, desirably, has prongs which 
are reversely directed to engage in the material of the 
tubular leg. This provides a positive lock connecting 
the parts together so that it is unnecessary to rely entirely 
upon the very strong frictional connection resulting from 
the pressed ?t of the metal insert within the ?berboard 
tube. The margin of the deck about the hole therein is, 
of course, clamped between the end of the ?berboard 
tubular leg and the ?ange of the metal insert. 
The hole in the deck should not be appreciably smaller 

than the interior diameter of the tubular leg, since it 
must pass the metal anchorage ?tting which telescop 
ically engages the leg. The hole cannot be as large as 
the external diameter of the leg, since the deck depends 
for support on its engagement with the ends of the re 
spective legs. The clamping engagement of the legs with 
the deck also requires such engagement. 
The portions of the insert which carry the ?ange and 

the prongs are generally cup-shaped but desirably include 
axially extending ribs whose ends project in the notches 
in the cup-shaped wall to provide the prongs, the ?ange 
which externally engages the deck being discontinuous 
by reason of such notches. 
The connection of the legs with the bottom deck, if 

the bottom deck is used, is the same as above described. 
In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a view in perspective showing a pallet em 

bodying the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary detail- view in plan on an 

enlarged scale, portions being broken away to show a 
part of the tubular leg in horizontal section. 

FIG. 3 is a detail view taken in section on line 3-3 
of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a detail view taken in section on line 4--4 
of FIG. 2. 
The deck 5 is supported by a plurality of tubular legs 

6 which are mutually spaced and desirably have clear 
ance to permit the forks of a lifting device to be entered 
between the legs either from the end or from the side 
of the deck. In registry with each of the tubular legs 
6 the deck 5 has holes 7 which should be at least as large 
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as the internal diameter of the inner wall surface 8 of 
the tubular leg and are desirably identical in diameter 
as shown. 
The ?tting 10 is used to provide not only a secure con 

nection but internal bracing for the tubular leg 6 to hold 
it rigidly to the deck in a position at right angles thereto. 
The ?tting 10 is generally cup-shaped having side wall 
portions 11 and a somewhat dished bottom 12 integral 
with the side wall. The side wall portions 11 have ver 
tically extending ribs 15 extending upwardly from the 
bottom 12 and terminating at or slightly above the mar 
gins 16 of notches 17 with which the side wall portions 
11 are provided. The upper end of each of the ribs 15 
is desirably ?ared outwardly slightly as shown at 18 in 
FIG. 4 to provide a prong which will imbed itself in the 
?berboard material of leg 6 when the parts are assembled. 
Between the several notches 17, the side wall portions 
11 10f the metal insert or retainer 10 are ?anged out-R 
Wardly as shown at 20 for engagement with the deck 5 
in opposition to the squarecut terminal end 21 of the 
tubular leg 6. 
The dimensions of the anchorage ?tting 10 are desir 

ably such that the side wall portions 11 thereof can only 
be forced into the aperture 7 of the deck and the end 
of leg 6 under considerable pressure. The pressure is 
continued until the anchorage ?tting is not only ?rmly 
engaged within the leg but its discontinuous ?ange 20 is 
tightly seated on the surface of the deck so that the deck 
is securely clamped against the leg. 

If a lower deck 22 is used, an identical anchorage ?t 
ting 10 may be applied similarly to clamp the lower deck 
22 to the lower end of the tubular legs. The ribs 15 will, 
in any event, form corresponding channels in the inner 
surface 8 of the ?berboard tube which constitutes the leg 
and the prongs 18 will engage the ?ber to hold the anchor 
age leg securely in place and resist withdrawal thereof. 

All of the several anchorage ?ttings required for as 
sembly of a given pallet may be driven home simulta 
neously in a single press operation provided the press has 
a platen su?iciently large to engage all of the ?ttings con 
currently. 
As compared with other pallets, the device herein dis 

closed is relatively inexpensive considering the weight 
which it will sustain. The weight is, of course, princi 
pally carried by the tubular legs 6 so that the deck or 
decks may be relatively light. The assembly operation 
is much more simple than is usually the case and, at the 
same time, the anchorage ?ttings not only connect the 
legs with the deck or decks but, as above noted, they pro 
vide internal support which tends to hold the legs se 
curely in positions at right angles to the deck. Yet the 
anchorage ?ttings themselves are relatively inexpensive, 
these being the only metal parts employed. 

I claim: 
1. In a pallet the combination with a deck, of a plurality 

of mutually spaced supporting legs each comprising a tube, 
the deck having openings registering with the interior of 
each tubular leg and having margins overlying the ends of 
each such leg, and means for ?rmly clamping the deck 
to each of said tubular legs and comprising metal anchor 
age ?ttings having ?anged portions marginally engaging 
the deck about said openings and having side wall por 
tions integrally connected with the ?anged portions and 
extending through the respective openings and telescopi— 
cally engaged within upper end portions of the respective 
sides, means connecting said side wall portions with the 
legs against withdrawal, the said last mentioned means 
comprising axially extending outwardly projecting ribs 
with which the side wall portions of the respective ?ttings 
are provided, each of said side wall portions having 
notches exposing the upper ends of said ribs and the said 
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upper ends of the ribs having the margins exposed by said 
notches flaring outwardly and embedded in the material 
of the tubular leg, the ?anged portions of said ?ttings 
being in pressure engagement with marginal portions of 
the deck in opposition to the ends of the respective legs 
whereby the deck is clamped to the respective legs. 

2. The device of claim 1 in which said pallet further in 
cludes a lower deck spaced from the deck ?rst mentioned 
and butted by the lower ends of the respective legs, to 
gether with anchorage ?ttings clamping the lower deck to 
the lower ends of said legs and engaged with the lower 
deck and respective legs in the same manner in which 
the ?rst mentioned ?ttings are engaged with the ?rst men 
tioned deck and respective legs. 

3. In a pallet construction for supporting a load the 
combination with a deck having a plurality of holes and a 
plurality of tubular legs of ?berboard material upon 
which the deck and its load are dependent for stable sup 
port, each leg having its end engaged with marginal por 
tions of the deck and about one such hole, of means for 
tightly clamping said deck to each said leg and comprising 
a metal anchorage ?tting having side wall portions ex 
tending rough the hole in the deck and engaged interi 
orly with the tubular leg and having ?ange portions ex 
ternaily engaged with said marginal portions whereby the 
deck is clamped between said flange portions of the ?tting 
and the end of the tubular leg, the side wall portions 
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between said ?anges having raw edges exposed within‘ the’ 
leg and interlocked in the interior of the leg with the ? 
brous material of the leg, the interlock of said edges with 
the leg ?ber constituting means for holding the ?tting in 
the leg with its ?ange portions clamping the deck to the 
end of the leg, side wall portions of respective anchorage 
?ttings being provided with notches extending down into 
the respective legs, the flange portions of such ?ttings 
being discontinuous and the notches being disposed be 
tween such ?ange portions, the margins of the side Wall 
portions adjoining such notches providing the edges ex 
posed with the leg, said side wall portions being further 
provided with ribs formed outwardly and embedded in 7 
the respective legs, the ends of said ribs being included in, 
the edges aforesaid. 
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