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My invention relates ‘generally to portable coolers for 
temporary storage of beer, soft drinks, food items and 
the like, and more particularly to coolers of this type 
which are formed or molded ‘from foam-like plastic ma 
terial such as expanded polyethylene. 

Because of the cellular nature of expanded polyethyl 
ene and like material, a great deal of insulation is alforded 
by but relatively thin Walls. Obviously, however, rela 
tively thin ?at walls formed from such material would 
not provide adequate strength to support relatively heavy 
objects being transported Within the cooler. As a result, 
it has heretofore been necessary to make the walls thick 
enough to impart the desired rigidity and strength to the 
cooler walls. Furthermore, because of the fact that ‘such 
coolers are frequently given away as premium items, it 
is highly desirable, if not necessary, to provide ample flat 
surfaces upon which, to imprint advertising material. 
Consequently, it has heretofore been impossible to form 
relatively thin ‘side walls with spaced reinforcing ribs. 
The primary object of my invention is the provision of 

a novel cooler, the container element of which may be 
relatively inexpensively formed from lesser quantities of 
expanded polyethylene than heretofore believed possible, 
and at the same time provide an unprecedented amount 
of perfectly ?at advertising surface. 
A further object of my invention is the provision of a 

cooler of the class above described which includes a con 
tainer element formed from expanded polyethylene or the 
like, and a novel jacket formed from ?at sheet paper 
stock or the like which, when placed in operative posi 
tion, not only cooperates with the ribbed container to 
form additional dead air chambers having additional in 
sulating value, but also provides an extremely strong, 
light-Weight container ‘which is‘ more attractive in appear 
ance and has more ?at advertising space than ordinary 
molded coolers of this type heretofore produced. 
The above and still further objects of my invention 

will become apparent from the detailed speci?cation, ap 
pended claims and attached drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, wherein like characters in 
dicate like parts throughout the several views: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded view in side elevation of my 

novel cooler; 
FlG. 2 is a View in end elevation corresponding to 

FIG. <1; 
PEG. 3 is a view in perspective, some parts being 

broken ‘away and some parts shown in section; 
FIG. 4 is a view in section as seen substantially from 

the line -t—4 of PEG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a View in section as seen from the line 5-5 

of FIG. 3; 
FlG. 6 is a view in section as seen from the line 6-6 

of PEG. 3; and 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary detail View in bottom plan of 

one corner of my novel cooler, some parts being broken 
away. 

Referring with greater particularity to the drawings, 
the numeral 1 indicates an upwardly opening container 
element, formed from foam-like plastic material such as 
expanded polyethylene. The opposite side walls of the 
container element 1 are identi?ed by the numeral 2, 
whereas the opposed end walls thereof bear the numeral 
3. The top 4 with which the container element 1 is pro 
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2 
vided, forms no part of the instant invention, and conse 
quently will not hereafter be referred to in detail. 

Adjacent to its open upper end, the container 1 is 
formed to define a continuous laterally outwardly project 
ing, horizontally disposed marginal reinforcing rib 5. As 
shown, rib ‘5 extends about the side and end walls 2-3 in 
spaced relation to the extreme upper edge 6 thereof, to 
de?ne at its upper edge a shoulder 7 for the reception of 
the depending continuous skirt 8 carried by the cover 4. 
The side and end walls 2-3 are formed to provide a 
plurality of laterally spaced, vertically disposed reinforc 
ing ribs 9, 10, respectively, which extend from the under 
surface 111 of the horizontal rib 5, and terminate at their 
lower ends adjacent the bottom wall 12 of the container 
1. Preferably and as shown, the extreme lower end por 
tions of the ribs ‘9, 10, de?ne horizontally disposed sur 
faces 13 which lie in the same plane as and form exten 
sions of a marginal, horizontally disposed undersurface 
'14 formed by the bottom wall 12. The inner limits of 
the marginal surface 14 are de?ned by a continuous de 
pending rib-like foot element 15 which depends from the 
bottom wall 12 adjacent its marginal edges. The gen 
erally rectangular continuous foot element 15, together 
with the longitudinally spaced, transversely extending 
ribs 16, o-bvionsly impart a considerable rigidity to the 
bottom wall 12. In fact, because the walls 2, 3 and 12 
are constructed in the manner above described, their 
over-all thickness may be materially reduced with a con 
siderable saving of material, without sacri?cing the 
strength required for transportation and storage of ob 
jects normally carried in coolers of this type. 

In order to provide highly desirable ?at printing sur 
faces for advertising material while at the same time im 
parting rigidity to the container element 1 above de 
scribed, as well as enhancing the over-all appearance 
thereof and actually increasing the insulating qualities, 1 
provide a generally rectangular jacket 17, which prefer 
ably is formed from semi-rigid sheet paper stock such 
as corrugated board and which, for purposes which will 
hereinafter become apparent, is not only flexible but has 
some degree of resilience. As shown, the jacket 17 is 
slidably receivable over the lower end of the container 
‘with the inner surface ‘18 thereof in frictional engage 
ment with the outer surfaces 19 of the vertically disposed 
ribs. 
As shown, the horizontally disposed reinforcing rib 5 

projects laterally outwardly a greater distance than the 
vertically disposed reinforcing ribs 9, 10‘ associated with 
the side ‘Walls 2, 3, respectively, and the cornenforming 
ribs “x”; and the shoulder~forming undersurface d1 of 
the horizontal rib 5 is formed to de?ne a downwardly 
opening channel ‘20' for the snug reception of the upper 
edge 21 of the connected side and end walls 22, 23, 
respectively, of the jacket 17. 
The side and end walls 22, 23 of the jacket 17 termi 

nate adjacent their lower ends in fold lines 22a, 23a, re 
spectively, in the plane of the horizontally disposed sur 
face 14 formed by the bottom wall 12, whereby to de?ne 
depending ?aps 22b, 23b, respectively. The flaps 22b, 
23b, likewise, ‘adjacent their extreme lower edges, are 
formed along fold lines 220, 230, to define anchoring 
lips 22d, 23d, respectively. As shown particularly in 
FIGS. 6 and 7, the flaps 22b, 23b are folded inwardly to 
overlie and engage the immediately adjacent portions of 
the horizontally disposed marginal undersurface 14 asso 
ciated with the bottom wall 12. The anchoring lip por 
tions 22d, 23d, however, are again bent at right angles 
and caused to be inserted into downwardly opening slot 
means 24 formed in the marginal surface 14, imme 
diately adjacent the rectangular rib-like leg 15. Because 
of the ‘cooperative relationship of the jacket 17 and parts 
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associated therewith, with the container 1 and parts asso 
ciated therewith, a sealing engagement is made between 
the flaps 22b, 23b, ‘and the marginal surface 14 de?ned 
by the bottom wall-12, whereby to create longitudinally 
spaced parallel dead air spaces or chambers 25 in the 
side and end walls 2, 3 of container ‘1 intermediate the 
ribs 9, 10, respectively, thereof and the corner ribs “x.” 
Furthermore, ‘because of the resilient nature of the cor 
rugated board ‘from which the skint 17 is formed, the 
tendency of the ?ap portions 22b, 23b and the lip por 
tions 22a’, 23d, respectively, to straighten out, retains the 
jacket 17 in the operative position shown in N68. 6 and 
7 against accidental removal. Such removal, of course, 
could be readily accomplished if desired for the purpose 
of removal of the jacket '17. 
My invention has been thoroughly tested and found to 

be completely satisfactory for the accomplishment of the 
above objects, and while I have shown and ‘described a 
preferred embodiment, I Wish it to be speci?cally under 
stood that the same ,is capable of modi?cation without 
departure from the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Agportable cooler comprising: 
(a) an upwardly opening container element molded 
‘from foamwike plastic material and including op 
posed side and end Walls and ‘a bottom wall, 

(17) said side and end walls being formed to de?ne a 
continuous laterally outwardly projecting horizon 
tally disposed marginal reinforcing rib adjacent its 
upper end, 

(c) a plurality of laterally spaced vertically disposed 
reinforcing ribs which extend from the under sur 
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face of said horizontally disposed rib and terminate 
at their lower ends adjacent said bottom Wall, 

(cl) said horizontally disposed rib projecting laterally 
outwardly beyond the plane of the outer surfaces of 
said Vertical ribs and de?ning a continuous down 
wardly facing shoulder, 

(e) and a rectangular jacket ‘formed from semi~rigid 
sheet stock slidably receivable over the lower end of 
said container with the inner surfaces thereof in 
frictional engagement with the outer surfaces of said 
ertically disposed ribs and with its upper edge in 

abutting engagement with said ‘shoulder, 
(f) said jacket and ribs de?ning laterally spaced ver 

tically extended air chambers, 
(g) the lower end portion of said jacket and the lower 
end portion of said container cooperating to de?ne 
a closure for the lower ends of said chambers. 

2. The structure de?ned in claim 1 in which said clo 
sure comprises a horizontally disposed marginal surface 
de?ned by said bottom Wall and inturned ?ap means on 
the lower edge of said jacket, and in further combination 
with means retaining said flap means in sealing engage 
ment with said marginal surface. 

3. The structure de?ned in claim 2 in which said last 
mentioncd means comprises a downwardly opening slot 
means in the bottom wall of said container and upturned 
iip means on the free edges of said ?ap means and reiceiv 
able in said slot means. ' 
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