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This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in container closures, and in particular the invention con 
cerns itself with closures for can type containers in which 
liquid, powderous, or granular materials are packed, such 
as for example, cans of fruit juices, milk, beer, soft drinks, 
ground coffee, and the like. 
The principal object of the invention is to facilitate 

quick and easy opening of such cans and emptying of 
the contents thereof without the necessity of employing 
conventional can openers for either puncturing or sever 
ing the top of the can. 

This object is attained by forming the can, preferably 
the top wall of the can, with an outlet opening and pro 
viding a novel closure for such opening, the closure being 
firmly held in place to prevent atmospheric oxydization 
and leakage of the contents, but being readily removable 
from the opening by finger action alone to facilitate empty 
ing or dispensing of the contents of the can. 
An important feature of the invention therefore resides 

in the novel can closure, while some of its advantages lie 
in its simplicity of construction, efiicient and dependable 
use, and in its adaptability to economical manufacture and 
embodiment in cans of various sizes and types. 
With the foregoing more important object and features 

in View and such other objects and features as may be 
come apparent as this specification proceeds, the inven 
tion will be understood from the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein like characters of reference are used to designate 
like parts, and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a can 

equipped with a closure in accordance with the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a group perspective view showing the 

two plate-like members of the closure prior to assembly; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary sectional view of the two 

closure members applied to the can but prior to heat 
sealing; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional View of the two 

closure members assembled to the can by heat-sealing, 
this view being taken substatnially in the plane of the 
line 4-4 in FIGURE 1; and 
FIGURE 5 is a top plan View of a can with a closure 

of a modified configuration. 
Referring now to the accompanying drawings in de 

tail, more particularly to FIGURES 1-4, the reference 
numeral 10 designates a can-type container having a top 
wall 12 which, in accordance with the invention, is pro 
vided with an opening 14. The latter is preferably al 
though not necessarily triangular in shape to facilitate 
pouring of contents from the can after a closure desig 
nated generally by the numeral 16 is removed. 
The closure 16 consists of two plate-like members 18, 

20 which are made of deformable, thermoplastic material. 
If the opening 14 is triangular, the members 1S, 20 are 
also triangular and somewhat larger than the opening, so 
that when the member 18 is applied exteriorly to the 
can wall 12 and the member 20 interiorly to the can 
wall, the two members cover the opening 14 and marginal 
edge portions 13a, 20a of the members overlap the can 
wall, as shown. 
The center portion of the member 18 is provided with 

a pair of spaced, substantially semi-circular or crescent 
shaped finger tip receiving recesses 22 so that a region 
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24 of the member between the recesses constitutes a bar 
like linger grip. 
The closure is assembled to the can by applying the 

members 18, 20 respectively eXteriorly and interiorly to 
the can wall 12 so that they cover the opening 14, as 
shown in FIGURE 3. Thereupon, the marginal edge 
portions 18a, 20a of the two members are heat-sealed 
to the can wall, during which action the center portions 
1817, 20b of the two members are brought into an ad 
hering contact with each other at the edge of the opening 
14 as shown in FIGURE 4, whereby to hold the two 
members 18, 20 together as well as to the can. HOW 
ever, the finger grip bar 24 of the member 18 is not 
sealed to the member 20, and when the closure is to be 
removed, a pulling force is exerted with the fingers to 
pull the grip bar 24 outwardly. This force is transmitted 
to the member 20 and causes the marginal edge portion 
20a thereof to be deformed suñiciently to pass through 
the opening 14 to the outside of the can, whereby ex 
peditious removal of the closure from the can is ef 
fected and the use of conventional openers to open the 
can is not necessary. 
As an alternative to the above described method of 

closure removal by a pulling force on the bar 24 to re 
move the closure outwardly from the can, the closure 
may be pressed inwardly into the can by linger pressure 
applied to the center portion 13b of the member 18, 
thus causing its marginal edge portion 18a to be de 
formed suiiiciently to pass inwardly through the can open 
ing 14. In such event, the provision of the finger grip 
bar 24 by formation of the recesses 22 is unnecessary. 
FIGURE 5 illustrates a modified form of the can 

closure 26 which is the same as the closure 16 with eX 
ception that it is circular rather than triangular in shape, 
so as to iit a circular rather than a triangular can opening. 
While in the foregoing there have been described and 

shown the preferred embodiments of the invention, vari 
ous other modifications may become apparent to those 
skilled in the art to which the invention relates. Ac 
cordingly, it is not desired to limit the invention to this 
disclosure and various modifications and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is: 
l. The combination of a container having a wall pro 

vided with an opening, and a closure for said opening, 
said closure comprising two plate-like members of de 
formable thermoplastic material disposed respectively at 
the inside and outside of said wall and covering said 
opening, marginal edge portions of said members being 
sealed to said wall with center portions of the members 
contacting each other in said opening and adhering to 
each other at the edge of the opening, the marginal edge 
portion of either member being sufficiently deformable 
so as to pass through said opening upon application of 
force to the closure for breaking the seal thereof from 
said wall. 

2. The device as defined in claim l together With finger 
grip means provided on and in substantially the same 
plane as the outside plate-like member. 

3. The device as defined in claim 2 wherein said finger 
grip means are provided on the center portion of said 
outside plate-like member. 

4. The device as defined in claim 3 wherein said cen 
ter portion of said outside plate-like member is pro 
vided with spaced recesses, a region of said last mentioned 
center portion between said recesses constituting the 
finger grip means for applying force to said closure. 

5. The combination of a container having a wall pro 
vided with an opening, and a closure for said opening, 
said closure comprising inner and outer flat plate-like 
members of deformable material disposed respectively 
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at the inside and outside of said wall and covering said 
opening, said inner and outer members extending pe 
ripherally beyond said opening an equal distance, said 
distance being sufficient so as to eliectiveiy seal said open 
ing While at the same time allowing either of said mem 
bers to pass entirely through said opening upon the de 
formation of said member. 

6. The device as defined in claim 5 wherein said mem 
bers are peripherally sealed to said wall throughout the 
entire overlapped portions thereof and to each other 
along that portion directly adjacent the wall surround 
ing the opening. 

7. The device as deñned in claim 6 wherein the central 
portion of the outer hat plate-like member is provided 
with spaced recesses, the region of said member between 
said recesses constituting a ñngergrip for removal of the 
entire enclosure. 

8. The combination of a container having a wall pro 
vided with an opening, and a closure for said opening, 
said closure having inner and outer plate-like portions 
of deformable thermoplastic material disposed respec 
tively at the inside and outside of said wall and cover 
ing said opening, said portions being of substantially the 
same shape as and slightly larger than the hole, said 
closure being removable as a unit in its entirety either 
inwardly or outwardly of the wall by a deformation of 
the opposed plate-like portion, and readily frangible 
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means securing said plate-like portions throughout the - 

perimeter thereof to the inside and outside of the wall 
surrounding said opening. 

9. The device of claim 8Í including a handle means 
Centrally located on the outer plate-like portion, 

10. The device of ciairn 9 wherein said handle means 
is in the same plane as said outer plate-like portion. 

1l. The combination of a container having a wall pro 
vided with an opening, and a closure for said opening, 
said closure comprising inner and outer flat plate-like 
portions of deformable material disposed respectively at 
the inside and outside of said wall and covering said 
opening, said portions both extending peripherally be 
yond said opening a distance sufñcient so as to effectively 
seal said opening while at the same time allowing at 
least one of said portions to pass entirely through said 
opening upon the deformation of said one of said por 
tions, said portions being fixedly interconnected through 
said opening and simultaneously removable as a unit, 
and a handle means on and in the same plane as the outer 
fiat plate-like portion. 
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