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3,119,494 
CONVERTiBLE PACKAGE 

Lewis S. Rosenstiei, Greenwich, Conn, assignor to 
Schenley Industries, Inc., New York, N.Y., a corpora 
tion of Delaware 

Filed Nov. 15, 1%}, Ser. No. 152,453 
3 Claims. (£1. 2l)6—46) 

This invention relates generally to convertible packages, 
and, more particularly, to a convertible package of an in 
dividual champagne bottle, or the like, which may be 
facilely converted into an ice-bucket for chilling the indi 
vidual champagne bottle, or the like, contained in the 
package. 
One object of the present invention is the provision of 

an improved package of an individual champagne bottle, 
or the like, which may be readily manipulated into an 
ice-bucket disposition to chill the bottle contained in 
the package. Pursuant to this object of the present in 
vention, the package comprises a small container com 
ponent for the individual bottle which serves to enclose 
and package such bottle and at the point of use such con 
tainer component may be converted to ice-bucket disposi 
tion for packing the bottle in ice, or other coolant, for 
chilling purposes, thereby avoiding the need for removing 
the bottle from the package and placement into a con 
ventional ice-bucket for chilling. 

Another object of the present invention is the provision 
of a container component for packaging an individual 
champagne bottle, or the like, which may be extended 
into an ice-bucket disposition so that ice may be packed 
therein surrounding the bottle. 
A further object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of a novel container component for a package of 
an individual champagne bottle, or the like, which may 
be easily and efficiently manipulated into an ice-bucket for 
such individual bottle, or the like, at the point of use by 
the simple expedient of opening the container component. 
Yet another object of the present invention is the pro-' 

vision of a generally improved package of an individual 
bottle of a beverage normally consumed chilled which in 
cludes a container component which may be economically 
mass produced, from a preferably one-piece flat blank and 
which is simple in basic design and construction, and dis 
penses with the need of a conventional ice-bucket for 
chilling the beverage. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent as the description thereof 
proceeds when considered in connection with the accom 
panying illustrative drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the package including a 
container component in packaging disposition and a 
champagne bottle; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the package with the 

container component in ice-bucket disposition; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective View of the container component 

in ice-bucket disposition illustrating details of construc 
tion and assembly; 

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the container component 
in packaging disposition prior to receiving a champagne 
bottle; and 

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a ?at blank for forming the 
container component. 

Referring to the drawings, there is shown in FIG. 1, 
a package 39 comprising a container component 32 in 
packaging disposition and a bottle B packaged therein, 
the bottle illustrated being a champagne bottle although 
it will be understood that any suitable bottle may be so 
packaged in which the contents are adapted to be con 
sumed in chilled condition. On removal of the retaining 
band 34-, the container 32 will open or expand into ice 
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bucket disposition 32', as shown in FIG. 2, in which the 
bottle B may be packed in, and surrounded by, ice 3:’: for 
chilling the contents of the bottle. The manner of form 
ing the container 32 will now be described with reference 
to FIG. 5. The container 32 is preferably fabricated from 
a single ?at blank 38 suitable scored and shaped to permit 
ready conversion from a packaging disposition (FIG. 1) 
to an ice-bucket disposition (FIG. 2). More particularly, 
the container blank 38 comprises a center panel 11 of 
square con?guration with beveled corners ill and four 
rectangular radially extending panels 12 having extension 
tabs 13. The rectangular panels 12 are joined to the 
center panel 11 along adjacent score lines 14 and to ad 
jacent extension tabs 13 along‘the score lines 15. 
The panels 12 at adjacent longitudinal edges are joined 

together by gussets generally indicated at 16 (see FIG. 
5). More particularly, each gusset 16 is composed of 
six connecting generally triangular panels 17 and 17' 
which are de?ned by score lines 13 and 18’. Score lines 
18' de?ne the boundaries between panels 12 and their 
adjacent panels 17. The score lines it) at the beveled 
corners of panel 11 de?ne the inner edges of the triangu 
lar panels. In general, the above-described score lines are 
impressed upon a single sheet blank 38 to form fold lines 
which permit the blank to be manipulated into container 
de?ning disposition. The blank 38 may be formed of any 
suitable waterproof material having requisite stiffness, 
such as waterproof cardboard, or the like. 
To form the blank into container-de?ning disposition, 

the triangular panels 17 (two on each side of each panel 
12 adjacent thereto) are folded inwardly into overlying 
relation with each other and the panels 12 along the fold 
lines 18 and 18' (see FIG. 3). The extension tabs 13 are 
folded over the panels 12 and the folded over panels 17 at 
the inner faces of panels 12 along the score lines 15. As 
best shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the overlying panels are 
pierced as indicated at 19 to form aligned apertures 
through the panels to receive suitable fasteners, such as 
rivets 20, which serve to retain the panels in such disposi 
tion. 
The side walls of the container, in its closed or package 

de?ning disposition, are thus formed by the panels 12 
and their overlying panels 17, the bottom of such package 
being formed by panel ll. 
Each pair of triangular panels 17’ of each gusset be 

tween each pair of panels 12 is folded inwardly along 
the score lines 18 to complete the container formation in 
its package-de?ning disposition (FIG. 4). The now over 
lying triangular panels 17’ extending diagonally into the 
center of the container are manually folded to facing re 
lation with their companion sidewall panels to condition 
the container to receive a champagne bottle 13, or the like 
(see FIG. 1). Securement means, constituted by a band 
34 in the illustrated embodiment, releasably retains the 
container in its package-de?ning disposition. It will be 
noted that the now formed container is of a size and con 
?guration to accommodate bottle B, said container being 
generally square in cross section corresponding approxi 
mately to the panel 11 of the initial blank 58. Thus the 
panel 11 forms the bottom of the container and the panels 
12 and their overlying panels 17 secured thereto form the 
sidewalls of the container, the panels 17' being releasably 
retained in position against the container sidewalls, as 
shown in FIG. 1. 
To convert the container from a packagede?ning dis 

position (FIG. 1) to an ice-bucket disposition, the band 
34 is removed and the panels 17' are unfolded to extended 
condition, as shown in FIG. 2, to form the container into 
a generally conical ice-bucket. The panels 17’ will have 
an inherent tendency to expand or unfold about their 
fold lines so that on removal of band 34, the container 
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will automatically expand partially or fully to ice—bucket 
disposition.‘ In the expanded condition of the container, 
the bottle may be packed in, and surrounded by, ice 36 
to chill the contents of the bottle. Thus the package may 
be brought to the table for consumption and chilled 
thereat without a conventional ice-bucket or ice container 
by the simple expediency of removing the band 34 and 
packing ice into the expanded container with the bottle 
left in position on panel ill. The package may be of 
any pleasing or aesthetically attractive appearance and it 
will be understood that the container formed in the above 
manner of waterproof material will form a waterproof 
ice-bucket, the entire container being of one-piece integral 
and imperforate construction. It is contemplated that the 
container will be of the single use type although it is 
within the scope of the present invention to have the 
container reusable if so desired. The container inherent 
ly functions as a protective enclosure for the bottle of 
fering a very high degree of protection by cushioning the 
bottle to thereby minimize or eliminate certain packing 
components normally utilized in shipping such as sepa 
rators and dividers. 

While a speci?c embodiment of the invention has been 
shown and described in detail to illustrate the application 
of the principles of the invention, it will be understood 
that tie invention may be embodied otherwise without 
departing from such principles. 

I claim: 
1. A convertible package, comprising in combination 

a container and an individual bottle packaged therein in 
upright disposition, said container being formed of an 
initially ?at one-piece blank of water impervious rela 
tively still sheet material, said container being convertible 
from packaging disposition to an expanded ice-bucket dis 
position and comprising a base wall to accommodate the 
base of said bottle and a plurality of side walls extending 
substantially for the height of said bottle, said side walls 
being disposed in closely adjacent relation with said bot 
tle in said packaging disposition, means releasably retain 
ing said side walls in said closely adjacent relation, said 
side walls being interconnected by expandable gussets 
substantially longitudinally coextensive with said side 
walls, said gussets comprising a plurality of generally tri 
angular panels overlying each other and said side walls 
in said packaging disposition, said panels being openable 
on the release of said retaining means to an extended con 
dition with respect to each other and said side walls to 
de?ne said expanded condition of said container, side 
walls being outwardly inclined with respect to said base 
Wall and angularly spaced from said bottle in said ex- ' 
panded condition so that a cooling medium may be re 
ceived in said angular spacing surrounding said bottle for 
chilling the contents thereof, and means for holding said 
side walls in said expanded outwardly inclined condition. 

2. A convertible package, comprising in combination 
a container and an individual bottle packaged therein in 
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upright disposition, said container being formed of an 
initially ?at one-piece blank of water impervious rela 
tively stiif sheet material, said container being convertible 
from packaging disposition to an expanded ice-bucket 
disposition and comprising a base wall to accommodate 
the base of said bottle and a plurality of side walls extend 
ing substantially for the height of said bottle, said side 
walls being disposed in closely adjacent relation with said 
bottle in said packaging disposition, means releasably re 
taining said side walls in said closely adjacent relation, 
said side walls being interconnected by expandable gussets 
substantially longitudinally coextensive with said side 
walls, said gussets being openable on the release of said 
retaining means to an extended condition with respect to 
each other and said side walls to de?ne said expanded 
condition of said container, said side walls being outward~ 
ly inclined with respect to said base wall and augularly 
spaced from said bottle in said expanded condition so that 
ice may be received in said angular opening in completely 
surrounding relation with said bottle for chilling the con 
tents thereof, and means for holding said side walls in 
said expanded outwardly inclined condition. 

3. A one-piece water impervious container for packag 
ing an individual bottle and convertible into an ice-bucket, 
said container being releasably retained in packaging dis 
position and on release therefrom assuming said ice-bucket 
disposition, said container comprising a central generally 
square panel to accommodate the base of said bottle, lat 
eral rectangular panels extending from the sides thereof 
to accommodate the height of said bottle, and intermedi 
ate generally triangular panels joining said lateral panels 
and substantially longitudinally coextensive therewith, said 
panels being interconnected by score lines, said triangular 
panels being folded upon themselves and against said lat 
eral panels, at least certain of said triangular panels being 
secured to said lateral panels and other of said triangular 
panels being folded into overlying relation in said pack 
aging disposition, said other panels being openable into 
extended disposition on the unfolding thereof in which 
said lateral panels are outwardly inclined a predeter 
mined amount with respect to said central panel to de?ne 
said ice-bucket disposition whereby ice may be packed 
around a bottle disposed therein. 
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