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This invention relates to brassieres, and more particu 
larly to brassieres provided with improved means for giv 
ing the required support to the wearer’s breasts while also 
having provision for accommodating changes in the full 
ness of the breasts of the wearer. 

It has heretofore been the practice to provide brassieres 
which are capable of accommodating changes in the full 
ness of the wearer’s breasts and such has been done by 
making the breast cups of an elastic material. In this 
prior art way, the entire surface area of the cups was 
permitted to expand in response to changes in breast 
fullness. Brassieres embodying the aforedescribed prior 
art construction have proved to be unsatisfactory because, 
while the elastic cups did expand to accommodate in 
creasing breast fullness, the contour edges of these elastic 
cups similarly expanded to change the overall outer di 
mensions of the brassiere. It has been found, however, 
that while a wearer’s breast may increase in fullness, the 
contour of the wearer’s breast remains the same. The 
net result, therefore, of the constructions in accordance 
with the prior art method was to obtain a brassiere which, 
if expanded due to increasing breast fullness, would like 
wise increase the contour dimensions and would there 
fore fail to furnish the required support at the contour 
where it was needed, due to the fact that there was a 
substantial discrepancy in size between the outside di 
mensions of the breast cups and the contour of the breasts. 

According to the present invention, the above described 
deficiencies in the prior art have been overcome while 
still providing a brassiere which is able to accommodate 
increasing fullness in the wearer’s breasts. More spe 
ci?cally, the aforementioned problem has been solved by 
providing a brassiere having cups which are provided with 
parts made of an elastic fabric, which parts are secured 
to non-elastic parts de?ning some or all of the contour 
of the breast cups. In this way, the cups may expand 
to accommodate increased fullness in the breasts while 
the contour de?ning parts of the breast cups, being made 
of non-elastic material, do not expand, and therefore 
continue to provide the required support at the contour 
of the breasts. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide 
an improved brassiere which accommodates changes in 
fullness of the wearer’s breasts while retaining support at 
the contour thereof. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
brassiere having a pair of breast cups, each of which cups 
is made of an elastic part secured to a non-elastic part. 

Another object of the invension is the provision of a 
brassiere having a pair of breast cups, each of which cups 
is made of an elastic part secured to a non-elastic part, 
said non-elastic part de?ning the contour of the breast 
cups. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

brassiere having a pair of breast cups, each of which 
reast cups is provided with an elastic part secured to a 

non-elastic part, the points of securement of said elastic 
part to said non-elastic part being of a speci?c con?gura 
tion for the purpose of permitting the elastic parts of the 
breast cups to stretch uniformly without producing bind 
ing on the wearer’s skin. 
The above and other objects, features and advantages 

of the present invention will be more fully understood 
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from the following description considered in connection 
with the accompanying illustrative drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevation of a brassiere in accordance 

with the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view, on an enlarged scale, taken 

along line 2—2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevation of one breast cup of a bras 

siere in accordance with a modi?ed form of the inven— 
tion; 

FIG. 4 is a section, on an enlarged scale, taken along 
line 4——4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of one breast cup 
of a brassiere in accordance with yet another modi?ed 
form of the invention; and 

FIG. 6 is a sectional View, on an enlarged scale, taken 
along line 6—6 of FIG. 5. 

Referring now to the drawings, and particularly to 
FIG. 1, there is shown a brassiere it) in accordance with 
one form of the invention. Brassiere 10 comprises breast 
cups 12 and 14, side portions 16 and 18, and back por 
tions 26% and 22 provided at their ends with conventional 
means for releasable securement to each other. The 
usual shoulder straps 24 and 26 are provided. 
The manner in which cups 12 and 14 are formed con 

stitutes the main aspect of the inventive construction in 
brassiere 10, as will be described hereinafter. More spe 
ci?cally, breast cup 12 comprises a pair of sections, 
namely upper section 28 and lower section 30 secured 
together by line of stitching 32. Lower section 30 is 
made of an elastic fabric, preferably an elastic fabric 
made with a stretchable yarn known as spandex, and is 
stretchable in a vertical direction only as shown by the 
arrows. Upper section 28 consists of two parts, namely 
part 34 and part 36. Part 34 is made of an elastic fabric 
which is stretchable in a horizontal direction only, as 
shown by the arrows of FIG. 1. Part as is made of 
a non-elastic fabric, such as lace or any other non-elastic 
material, and is secured to elastic part 34 along line of 
stitching 38. It will be noted that line of stitching 38 
is of generally scalloped shape for reasons which will be 
explained hereinafter. 

In accordance with the aforedescribed construction of 
breast cup 12, it will be noted that the upper edge thereof, 
namely edge 40, is made of non-elastic fabric and is, 
therefore, not stretchable or subject to a change in di 
mension. The lower contour edge 42, of breast cup 12, 
which secures the breast cup to the remainder of the bras 
siere, is also non-elastic in nature. Accordingly, it will 
be seen that the breast cup 12 in brassiere 10 is pro 
vided with non-elastic contour edges and is further pro 
vided intermediate these contour edges with portions of 
particular con?gurations which are stretchable along pre 
determined directions. This construction permits the 
brassiere cups to expand in response to an increase in 
breast fullness. The combination of the horizontally ex 
tensible part 34 and vertically extensible section 30 per 
mits the uniform stretching of the breast cup to provide 
maximum comfort to the wearer. At this point it is 
worth mentioning that it has been found that a normal 
increase in breast fullness is not accompanied by a change 
in the contour dimensions of the wearer’s breast. Hav 
ing this in mind, it will be noted that in brassiere It), When 
breast fullness increases, the contour edges of the breast 
cup do not change the dimension to retain a comfortable 
and good ?t of the brassiere on the wearer. 

Referring now again to the particular scalloped con 
?guration of the line of stitching 38 which secures an 
elastic part 34 to non-elastic part 36, this stitch line 38, 
it is noted, has a pair of low points such as, 44 and 46. 
When upper section 34 stretches due to increase in breast 
fullness, uniform stretching without providing bulges is 
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permitted because of low points 44 and 46. In other 
words, the stretching of section 34 permits expansion 
thereof Without binding on the wearer and causing the 
usually accompanying discomfort. It will be understood, 
of course, that breast cup 14 of brassiere lid is in all re 
spects identical to aforedescribed breast cup 12. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, there is shown another em 
bodiment of a brassiere in accordance with the invention. 
As shown in FIG. 3, breast cup 5i? of such modi?ed em 
bodiment comprises upper section 52 and a pair of lower 
sections 54 and 55. Line of stitching 57 secures section 
54 to section 55, and line of stitching S6 secures sections 
54- and 55 to upper section 52. Upper section 52 is made 
of a non-elastic fabric. Left section 54 is made up of 
an elastic part 62 and a non-elastic section 64, secured 
together along line of stitching 66, which may be of zig 
zag shape, as shown. Right side section 55 is constructed 
similarly to left side section 54. Elastic section 62 is 
also preferably made out of a material known as spandex, 
and is elastic only in the vertical direction, as shown by 
the arrows. In accordance with the aforedescribed con 
struction of breast cup 50, the elastic portions therein 
are extensible so as to permit increase in breast fullness 
while retaining the outer dimensions of the breast cup 
constant. The advantages and uses of brassiere 50 are 
generally the same as those of the brassiere of FIG. 1. 
The brassiere of FIG. 3, however, would be used for 
wearers having breast characteristics and con?gurations 
slightly diiferent from a wearer for whom brassiere 10 
would be best suited. In this connection it will be noted 
that line of stitching 56 is slightly higher than half Way 
up the breast cup so that the apex 63 of the breast cup 
will actually be covered by the elastic section 62 thereof 
as best seen in FIG. 4. The zig Zag shape of line of 
stitching 66 serves the same purpose as the scalloped 
formation of line of stitching 38 in FIG. 1, namely, to 
permit the elastic portions of the cup to expand uniformly 
under increasing breast fullness without causing binding 
and discomfort to the wearer. 
The embodiment shown in FIG. 5, is a combination 

of the embodiments in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3. In this con 
nection, it will be noted that the lower part 64 of breast 
cup 62 in FIG. 5 is similar to the lower part of breast 
part 50 in FIG. 3, and the upper part 66 of breast cup 
62 is similar to the upper part of breast cup 12 in FIG. 
1. The brassiere of FIG. 5, therefore, incorporates the 
features of the brassieres of FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, and 
would be used primarily where substantial increase in 
breast fullness is anticipated by the wearer. 

It is important to note that in the embodiment of FIG. 
5, as is the case in the other two embodiments, the contour 
edge of the breast cup is made of non-elastic material 
while the internal portions of the breast cup are per 
mitted to expand to accommodate the increasing breast 
fullness. 
While I have shown and described the preferred em 

bodiments of my invention, it will be understood that 
the invention may be embodied otherwise than as herein 
speci?cally illustrated or described, and that in the illus 
trated embodiment certain changes in the details of con~ 
struction and in the form and arrangement of parts may 
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may be made without departing from the underlying idea 
or principles of this invention within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim and 

desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A brassiere comprising, a body encircling member 

having a pair of breast cups attached thereto, each of said 
breast cups having an upper and a lower section secured 
together by a ?rst line of stitching, each of said upper 
sections having a non-elastic part which includes the 
upper contour edge of the associated breast cup and an 
elastic part disposed inwardly of said non-elastic part, 
said elastic part being secured to said non-elastic part by 
a second line of stitching, each of said lower sections 
having a non—elastic part which includes the lower con 
tour edge of the associated breast cup and an elastic part 
disposed inwardly of said non-elastic part, said elastic 
part on said lower sections being secured to said non 
elastic part on said lower section by a third line of stitch 
ing, said second and said third line of stitching being non 
rectilinear and having high and low points to permit the 
elastic part on the upper section to stretch uniformly 
without causing binding on the wearer’s skin, whereby 
said cups are stretchable in response to increasing breast 
fullness while said contour edges remain of constant di 
mensions. 

2. A brassiere comprising, a body encircling member 
having a pair of breast cups attached thereto, each of said 
breast cups having an upper and a lower section secured 
together by a ?rst line of stitching, each of said upper 
sections having a non-elastic part which includes the upper 
contour edge of the associated breast cup and an elastic 
part disposed inwardly of said non-elastic part, said elastic 
part being secured to said non-elastic part by a second 
line of stitching, each of said lower sections having a 
non-elastic part which includes the lower contour edge 
of the associated breast cup and an elastic part disposed 
inwardly of said non-elastic part, said elastic part on 
said lower section being secured to said non-elastic part 
on said lower section by a third line of stitching, said 
second and said third line of stitching being non-rectilinear 
and having high and low points to permit the elastic part 
on the upper section to stretch uniformly without caus 
ing binding on the wearer’s skin, whereby said cups are 
stretchable in response to increasing breast fullness while 
said contour edges remain of constant dimensions, said 
elastic part on said upper section being stretchable in 
a horizontal direction only and said elastic part on said 
lower section being stretchable in a vertical direction only. 
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