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This invention relates to an easel construction adapted 
to be utilized to support a wide variety of different types 
of objects thereupon. The easel construction of the in 
vention may be utilized to support newspapers and books 
for reading and may also be utilized in business o?ices 
as a support for material being transcribed by a stenog 
rapher. 

Conventional easel constructions are usually fabricated 
from sheet metal or wood and are characterized by the 
incorporation therein of numerous parts which render 
the ultimate product relatively expensive. 

It is, therefore, an object of my invention to provide 
an easel construction which is constituted by a unitary 
body which may be fabricated from cardboard, chip 
board or similar paper or ?berboard products or relatively 
low cost and which, further, is characterized by the fact 
that the unitary body may be assembled in operative con 
dition without the utilization of auxiliary fasteners, ad 
hesives or the like. 
An additional object of my invention is the provision 

of a unitary easel construction constituted by an elon 
gated body which is fabricated from cardboard and 
which includes a unitary support, brace, and bottom de 
?ned by transversely oriented scorelines, said body hav 
ing aligned pairs of openings and securement tabs at the 
opposite extremities thereof adapted to be mutually en 
gaged to maintain the portions of said body in operative 
orientations wherein the support may receive a book, 
newspaper or other reading material deposited there~ 
upon. 
A further object of my invention is the provision of a 

unitary easel construction wherein the body constituting 
the same is characterized by the fact that the support 
has a foot portion formed integrally with the lower ex 
tremity thereof and the lower extremity of the support 
and the upper extremity of the foot portion have corre 
sponding pairs of openings therein while the bottom has 
a plurality of tabs formed thereupon engageable in said 
openings. 
Another object of my invention is the provision of a 

unitary body for an easel which includes bottom, brace, 
and support portions, said support portion having a plu 
rality of tabs formed integrally therewith upon the lower 
extremity thereof and said bottom portion having corre 
sponding pairs of aligned openings formed therein adapted 
to receive said tabs, whereby said tabs may project up 
wardly through said openings to retain said portions in 
operative engagement with one another and to locate 
an object disposed upon said support portion. 

It will be noted that the pressure exerted by an item 
located on the support portion exerts a locking pressure 
on the tabs extending through the openings or slots in 
the embodiments of the invention and, thus, more secure 
ly maintains the component portions of the easel in op 
erative relationship. 
A further object of my invention is the provision of a 

unitary easel construction constituted by an elongated 
body which is fabricated from cardboard or the like and 
which includes a unitary support, a brace, and bottom 
de?ned by transversely oriented score lines, said body 
having an aligned pair of openings therein and secure 
ment means at the opposite extremities thereof adapted 
to be mutually engaged to maintain the portions of said 
body in operative orientations wherein the support may 
receive a book, newspaper or other reading material de— 
posited thereupon. 
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Another object of my invention is the provision of a 

unitary easel construction wherein the body constituting 
the same is characterized by the fact that the support in 
corporates a foot portion formed integrally with the 
lower extremity thereof, the lower extremity of the sup 
port and the upper extremity of the foot portion having 
a pair of aligned openings therein while the bottom has 
its forward extremity engageable with said aligned open 
mgs. 
An additional object of my invention is the provision, 

in an easel of the aforementioned character, of an elon 
gated unitary body which includes supports at its opposite 
extremities, intermediate bottoms formed integrally with 
said supports and a pair of braces operatively associated 
with said bottoms whereby the supports at the opposite 
extremities of said body may be maintained in opposite 
orientations to support objects on both sides of said easel. 
A further object of my invention is the provision of an 

easel of the aforementioned character which includes an 
elongated unitary body incorporating a plurality of easel 
components whereby one or more easel components 
may be separated from said body to facilitate the utiliza 
tion of said easel components at different locations. 

Moreover, there is no need for the utilization of ad 
hesives or other fastening means when assembling the 
easel of the invention and, of course, the easel can be 
readily dismounted by the removal of the tabs from op 
erative engagement with the associated openings and can 
thus be ?attened for storage or transport. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following speci?cation and the accom 
panying drawings which are for the purpose of illustra 
tion only and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing one embodiment 

of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken on the 

broken line 2-2 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the blank constituting the 

easel of FIG. 1. 
Referring to the drawings and particularly to FIGS. 

1-3 thereof, I show an easel 10 constructed in accord 
ance with the teachings of my invention and character 
ized by the fact that it may be assembled from a unitary 
body 12 constituted by a single piece of cardboard, chip 
board, or the like, and by the fact that no auxiliary means 
such as fasteners, adhesives, or the like, are necessary to 
retain the various portions thereof in operative engage 
ment with one another. 
The body 12 of the easel ‘lit is constituted by an 

enlongated, rectangular piece of cardboard which incor 
porates a plurality of retainer tabs 16 at one extremity 
thereof and which has a ?rst scoreline 18 extending 
transversely thereof adjacent said one extremity to permit 
the body 12 to be bent about the axis of said scoreline 
to de?ne a bottom portion 20. The number of tabs 16 
provided upon the one extremity of the body 12 is, of 
course, determined by the ultimate width of the easel 10 
and by the weights of the objects which are to be de 
posited thereupon. - 
A second scoreline 22 is formed in the body 12 trans 

versely thereof and, in conjunction with the ?rst score 
line 18, de?nes a brace portion 24. A third scoreline 26 
is formed transversely of the body 12 adjacent the other 
extremity thereof and in conjunction with the second 
scoreline 22 de?nes a support portion 30 on the easel 10. 
A fourth scoreline 32 is formed transversely of the 

body 12 and, in conjunction with the third scoreline 26, 
de?nes the horizontal and vertical portions 34 and 36, 
respectively, of a retainer foot 38 formed integrally with 
the lower extremity of the support portion 30‘. A 
plurality of pairs 40 of aligned openings or slots 42 are 
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formed adjacent the scoreiines 26 and 32. In other 
words, one opening or slot 42 of each pair is formed in 
the lower extremity of the support 39 and the other open 
ing or slot ‘42 of each pair is formed at the base of the 
vertical portion 36 of the retainer foot 38. 

In order to dispose the various component parts of the 
body 12 of the easel 10 in the operative position shown 
in FIG. 2 of the drawings, the body 12 is bent about the 
scorelines 18, 22, 26 and 32 so that the bottom 20 is dis 
posed in a horizontal plane and the brace 24 in a vertical 
plane with the horizontal and vertical portions of the 
foot 38 so disposed. The support 30 is bent downwardly 
at an angle and the forwardly projecting tabs 16 inserted 
through the aligned openings 42 of each pair 40 of open 
ings. Therefore, the tabs 16 serve to lock the easel in 
operative condition. 

It should be noted that the vertical portion 36 of the 
retainer foot 38 is adapted to be engaged by an object 
deposited upon the support 30 and, when so deposited, 
said object can impinge upon the upper surface of the 
bottom portion 20 and also force the vertical portion 36 
of the retainer foot 38 against the upper surfaces of the 
tabs 16, thus locking the easel 10 more securely in oper 
ative condition. Of course, the component parts of the 
easel can be readily dismounted by simply extracting the 
tabs 16 from the associated openings or slots 42 and re 
turning the body 12 to the flat condition shown in FIG. 3 
of the drawings. Thus, the body 12 can be readily 
shipped or transported. 

Therefore, by the easel of my invention I provide a 
simple easel construction which can be fabricated by a 
minimum expenditure of materials and labor and which 
can be readily assembled without the necessity for the 
utilization of auxiliary fasteners or adhesives. Further~ 
more, the easel of my invention can be fabricated in a 
wide variety of different con?gurations and thus adapts 
itself to numerous ?elds of utilization. 

I claim: 
1. A unitary easel construction including a unitary 

body having a brace portion and a support portion, said 
brace portion having a bottom portion formed integrally 
therewith and bent at an angle to said brace portion, said 
bottom portion having a free forward extremity there 
upon, said support portion having a plurality of openings 
at its lower extremity engageable by said forward ex 
tremity to maintain said brace, support, and bottom por 
tions in operative engagement with one another, said 
support portion having a forwardly extending foot formed 
integrally therewith upon the lower extremity thereof, 
said openings being formed in said foot whereby said for 
ward extremity may enter said openings and retain an 
object located on said support portion of said body. 

2. A unitary easel construction including a unitary 
body having a brace portion and a support portion, said 
brace portion having a bottom portion formed integrally 
therewith and bent at right angles thereto, said bottom 
portion having a plurality of tabs at the forward ex 
tremity thereof, said support portion having a plurality 
of openings at its lower extremity engageable by said tabs 

10 

15 

25 

40 

45 

A. 
to maintain said brace, support, and bottom portions in 
operative engagement with one another, said support por~ 
tion having a forwardly and upwardly extending foot 
constituting retaining means provided upon the lower 
extremity thereof and said openings being formed in 
aligned pairs in said lower extremity and the upwardly 
extending part of said retaining means to permit said 
tabs to be introduced through said openings to maintain 
the component portions of said easel in operative rela 
tionship with one another. 

3. A unitary blank adapted to be shaped into an easel 
con?guration including a body, said body incorporating 
a plurality of retainer tabs at one extremity thereof and 
having a ?rst scoreline extending transversely thereof de 
?ning a bottom portion on said body terminating in said 
tabs, said body having a second scoreline de?ning, in 
conjunction with said ?rst scoreline, a brace portion of 
said body, and a third scoreline formed in said body 
adjacent the other extremity thereof for de?ning a sup 
porting portion and a retainer foot ‘portion on said body, 
said retainer portion having a scoreline intermediate its 
extremities permitting the forward end thereof to be up 
wardiy bent, the lower extremity of said supporting por 
tion and the forward extremity of said retainer portion 
having mating openings therein adapted to receive said 
tabs when said body is bent about said scorelines to 
orient said brace portion on a vertical axis, said support 
ing portion angularly with respect to said axis, and said 
bottom portion horizontally and when the forward ex 
tremity of said retainer portion is bent upwardly to align 
the pairs of openings to facilitate the introduction there 
through of said tabs. 

4. A unitary easel construction including a vertical 
brace, a horizontal bottom extending forwardly from said 
brace, an inclined support extending downwardly from 
the upper extremity of said brace, said inclined support 
having a horizontally and forwardly extending foot por 
tion and the lower extremity of said support and the up 
wardly extending extremity of said foot portion having 
pairs of aligned openings therein, said bottom having 
horizontally extending tabs engageable in said pairs of 
aligned openings. 

5. An easel construction including a brace, a hori-' 
zontal bottom extending forwardly from said brace, and 
an inclined support extending downwardly from the 
upper extremity of said brace, said inclined support hav-‘ 
ing a horizontally and forwardly extending foot portion 
and the lower extremity of said support and the upwardly 
extending extremity of said foot portion having pairs of 
aligned openings therein, said bottom having horizontally 
extending tabs engageable in said pairs of aligned open~ 
lngs. 
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