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This invention relates to an installation ?xture for elec 
trical outlets such as wall switches and plugs. ~ 
Those skilled in the building industry fully appreciate 

that an electrical outlet such as a wall switch or socket 
plug is formed in a standard manner with an arrange 
ment of opposed arms, each of which is slotted for ad 
justment and for securing to an outlet box.‘ Thus, the 
switch or plug is placed in an outlet box with the arms 
against threaded brackets. Screws then fasten the two 
arms to hold the outlet in a particular aligned and secured 
position within the box. . ~ 

It is always desired that the socket plug be positioned 
either in correct alignment with the horizontal or in cor 
rect alignment with the vertical. It is customary also to 
secure a wall switch outlet in correct alignment with the 
vertical so that the switch button itself is properly aligned 
with the vertical. 

Electricians installing outlets of the type described ?nd 
it di?icult to determine whether or not the outlets are 
properly aligned, since to align the outlets properly it is 
frequently necessary to walk away from an outlet and 
then view it, all of which is time consuming. If the out 
lets are not properly aligned, then the application of the 
?nishing plate, which covers much of the switch or socket 
plug as the case may be, will be at an angle that is not 
pleasing to the eye. It is then necessary to remove the 
?nishing plate, readjust the outlet and then reapply the 
plate, all of which is further time consuming. 

As a feature of my invention I contribute an installa 
tion ?xture that makes possible the securing of an elec 
trical outlet in a correct aligned position without compli 
cating in any way the adjustment and securing of the 
outlet. 
As a more particular feature of my invention, 1 utilize 

an installation ?xture equipped with one or more spirit 
levels, and positioning means coacting with structural parts 
of an electrical outlet. Through the coaction of the posi 
tioning means on the ?xture with the structural parts of 
the electrical outlet, the ?xture is aligned relatively to the 
horizontal in the same position as the outlet. It is then 
possible through the spirit level or levels to determine 
just whether or not the electrical outlet is properly placed. 
As a further feature of the invention the ?xture is so 
formed, preferably through cutouts, that the spirit levels 
may be viewed whether at one side or the other side of 
the ?xture. Further, this formation of the ?xture and 
the cutouts thereof may be utilized for the application of 
a tool, such as a screw driver, to fasten the screws holding 
the electrical outlet in its adiusted position. 
As a further feature of the invention the electrical out 

let may be moved through the intermediary of the posi 
tioning means extending from the ?xture, so as to facilitate 
adjustment of the electrical outlet, after which the move 
ment of a tool through a cutout or opening of the instal 
lation ?xture secures the electrical outlet in place. 

I have thus outlined rather broadly the more important 
features of my invent-ion in order that the detailed de 
scription thereof that follows may be better understood, 
and in order that my contribution to the art may be better 
appreciated. There are, of course, additional features of 
my invention that will be described hereinafter and which 
will form the subject of the claims appended hereto. 
Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the concep~ 
tion on which my disclosure is based may readily be 
utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures 
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for carrying out the several purposes of my invention. 
It is important, therefore, that the claims be regarded 
as including such equivalent constructions as do not de 
part from the spirit and scope of my invention, in order 
to prevent the appropriation of my invention by those 
skilled in the art. 

Referring now to the drawings, P16. 1 is a perspective 
exploded ‘view showing my installation ?xture positioned 
relatively to a switch type electrical outlet for use in 
accordance with the teachings of my invention; 
FIG. 2 is similar to FIG. 1 but illustrates the ?xture 

used in connection with a socket plug type outlet; and 
FIG. 3 is a section of the ?xture taken along the line 

3-3 of FIG. 2. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings, ref 

erence numeral it) indicates an electrical outlet of that 
type in which a switch is actuated by a ?nger piece 11. 
The outlet is formed with integral upper and lower arms 
12 in a standard fashion, each of the arms being slotted 
at 13 whereby through the application of screws 14- the 
outlet may be secured in adjusted position to a part of 
an electrical outlet box not shown speci?cally, but desig 
nated generally by the reference letter B. Those skilled 
in the art will appreciate that up to this point 1 have de 
scribed merely a standard type of switch outlet and a 
standard type of installation. 

In FIG. 2, I show another form of standard electrical 
outlet designated by reference numeral 15. The type of 
outlet 15 is termed a socket plug, and is of course well 
known in the art. In brief, it is formed with structural 
means comprising upper and lower slotted openings 16 
and 17 respectively, adapted for the entry of the usual 
switch prongs extending from a male-type plug. Socket 
plug 15 is further equipped with upper and lower arms 
18 each slotted at 19 whereby to be secured by screws 2th 
in a standard manner to a standard type of box B. Again, 
it will be quite clear to those skilled in the art that there 
is nothing different or novel about the socket plug 15 or 
its installation. 

It will be well at this point to indicate that electrical 
outlets, once installed, ‘are generally covered by a ?nish 
ing plate. This ?nishing plate, when used for covering 
a switch of the type shown in FIG. 1, has two screw hole 
openings for the passage of screws that ?t into threaded 
openings of the arms 12 and 13 of the switch outlet, these 
threaded openings constituting structural means being 
designated in FIG. 1 by reference numerals 22 and 23. 
In the case of a socket plug type outlet, the ?nishing plate 
is formed so as to coact with the shape of the socket plug 
15, thereby requiring only a single fastening screw which 
enters the central threaded opening 2d of the plug 15. 
It is again emphasized that the electrical outlets are 
standard and for that reason are not described in greater 
detail. 
The installation ?xture of my invention is well shown 

in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, and comprises a main plate desig 
nated by reference numeral 25. The face 26 of the main 
plate 25 has extending therefrom positioning means in 
the form of prongs 27 and 28, these prongs being so 
formed and positioned that prongs ~27 will enter the slots 
16 of the socket plug 15, and prongs 23 will enter the 
slots 17 of the said outlet 15. The other face of the 
main plate 25 is designated by reference numeral 30‘ and 
has extending therefrom positioning means comprising 
an upper post 31 and a lower post 32. Each of these 
posts is equipped with a small end pin 33 of a size adapted 
to enter the threaded openings 22 and 23 of the switch 
outlet shown in MG. 1. 
The face "3% of the main plate has an upper spirit level 

35 secured thereto and also a lower spirit level 36. A 
side spirit level 37 is also secured to the face 30 and is 
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used when the main plate 25 is positioned to a socket 
applied horizontally on a wall. Near the upper and lower 
spirit levels 35 and 36 there are relatively large openings 
designated by reference numerals lit) and 

I shall now describe just how my installation ?xture is 
utilized. Let us say that a workman is installing switch 
outlet It). He applies the screws 14 rather loosely, leav 
ing the outlet It; adjustable relatively to the box 8. He 
then places the ?xture so that the two pins 33: of the posts 
31 enter the threaded openings 22 and 23. bviously, 
the ?xture is now aligned in the same rotated position 
relatively to the vertical that is occupied by the electrical 
Outlet 16‘. By looking at spirit level 36 which is easily 
seen through the opening 41, it can be determined whether 
or not the ?xture is in a correct horizontal position. If 
it is, then naturally outlet ill will also be in a correct 
position. It is now possible to insert a screw driver 
through openings fit) and 4t and to tighten the screws 14 
to secure the switch outlet ll) ?rmly in a true horizontal 
position. If some adjustment is neces ry, it is obviously 
very‘ easy to move the switch outlet either through the 
pins 33 or by the screw driver inserted at openings 49 
and 41. Once the switch outlet has been adjusted, then 
the ?nishing plate that is secured thereto at threaded 
openings 22 and 23 will also be properly aligned. 

If the electrical outlet happens to be of the socket 
plug type, then the prongs 27 and 28 are applied to 
the slots 16 and .17. Now, the screws 2i) may be 
tightened in FIG. 2 through the insertion of a screw 
driver at openings 40 and 41, provided the spirit levels 
show that the outlet 15 is in a desired horizontal position. 
Adjustment of the outlet is easy through use of the 
prongs ‘27 and 28 or through the screw driver, as the 
case may be. 

Spirit level 37 is utilized when it is desired to mount 
the switch outlet 15 in a horizontal position at right 
angles to the position illustrated in FIG. 2. 

I believe that the rather considerable merits of my 
invention and its utilization will be understood by those 
skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. An installation ?xture for an electrical outlet of 

the type having a central control portion and opposed 
end fastening brackets, comprising a plate adapted to be 
placed against said electrical outlet and to overlie said 
outlet, a spirit level secured to said plate, positioning 
means extending from one side of said plate and con 
structed for particular engagement with structural means 
on said electrical outlet whereby the engagement of said 
positioning means with the structural means may position 
the ?xture in vertical alignment with the position of said 
electrical outlet in a standard box, said positioning means 
lying inwardly of the periphery of said plate relatively 
to said spirit level to render said spirit level elfective 
to indicate the alignment of said outlet, and said plate 
being cut away so that the fastening devices holding said 
electrical outlet fastening brackets ?xed to its box are 
accessible for operation by a tool applied from beyond 
that side of the ?xture opposed to the side from which 
said positioning means extend. 

2. In an installation ?xture for electrical outlets of the 
type having a central control portion and opposed end 
fastening brackets, a main plate member, a spirit level 
secured to said main plate member, positioning means 
extending from said main plate member and constructed 
for particular engagement with structural means on an 
electrical outlet when said main plate member is held 
against said outlet, the engagement of said positioning 
means with the said structural means permitting the rota 
tion of said outlet by said main plate member through 
‘said structural means relatively to a standard box, and 
said main plate member being cut away at opposed ends 
thereof so that the fastening devices holding said elec 
trical outlet fastening brackets against a standard outlet 
box are accessible for operation by a tool applied from 
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4 
beyond that side of the main plate member opposed to 
the side of said main plate member held against said out 
let. 

3. In an installation ?xture for electrical outlets of the 
type having a central control portion and opposed end 
fastening brackets, a main plate member, a spirit level 
secured to said main plate member, positioning means ex 
tending from each side of said main plate member coop 
erable alternatively with structural means on electrical 
outlets whereby the engagement of said positioning means 
at one side with the structural means may position the 
main plate member in a vertical alignment in accordance 
with the vertical alignment of the electrical outlet, and 
said main plate member being formed with openings posi 
tioned so that said spirit level is seen through one of said 
openings when one of said positioning means is used to 
position the main plate member relatively to an electrical 
outlet, and said openings being so positioned also that 
fastening devices holding said electrical outlet brackets 
in adjusted position are accessible to a tool applied 
through said openings from beyond that side of the main 
plate member opposed to the side from which the particu 
lar positioning means engaged with said outlet structural 
means extend. 

4. In an installation ?xture for electrical outlets of the 
type having a central control portion and opposed end 
fastening brackets, a main plate member, a spirit level 
secured at one side of said main plate member, a particu 
lar type of positioning means extending from one side 
of said main plate member and another type of position 
ing means extending from the other side of said main 
plate member with each type cooperable with structural 
means on said electrical outlets whereby the engagement 
of said positioning means at one side with the structural 
means may position the main plate member in a vertical 
alignment in accordance with the vertical alignment of 
the particular electrical outlet, and said main plate mem 
her being formed with openings through one of which 
said spirit level is seen when the positioning means at 
either side of said main plate member are used to position 
the main plate member relatively to an electrical outlet, 
and said openings being formed so that fastening devices 
holding said electrical outlet brackets in adjusted position 
are accessible to a tool applied through said openings 
regardless of which positioning means are in engagement 
with an electrical outlet. 

5. In an installation ?xture for electrical outlets of the 
type having a central control portion and opposed end 
fastening brackets, a main plate member, a spirit level 
?xed to said main plate member to locate a horizontal 
position of said main plate member in a vertical plane, 
two types of positioning means extending from said main 
plate member, one type located on each side of said main 
plate member and alternatively cooperable respectively 
with two types of structural means on said outlets through 
reversal of said main plate member whereby the engage 
ment of one type of said positioning means with said 
structural means may determine the vertical alignment 
of said main plate member in accordance with the ver 
tical position of said outlets, said positioning and struc 
tural means effecting rotation of said outlets by rotation 
of said main plate member, and said main plate member 
having openings formed inwardly of its periphery so that 
fastening devices holding said electrical outlet brackets 
in a standard box are accessible to a tool applied from 
beyond that surface of the main plate member opposed 
to the surface of said main plate member facing the par 
ticular electrical outlet when said main plate member en 
gages said outlet. 
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