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This invention relates to an adjustable fork and is use 
ful particularly in the digging of clams. 
An object of this invention is to provide an improved 

adjustable for‘ . 
Another obiect of this invention is to provide an im 

proved adjustable fork which is particularly adapted for 
use in digging clams and in which there is provided means 
whereby the fork may assume at least two positions with 
respect to the handle. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide an 
improved and adjustable clam digging fork in which the 
fork tine portion is adapted to be extended from the 
handle portion substantially in line therewith during the 
time when th fork tines are inserted under the clam or 
clams and thereafter the fork handle is adapted to be 
brought to a substantially 90 degree position with respect 
to the fork tines so that suitable leverage may be ob 
tsined for boosting the clam or clams out of the sand. 

Other and further objects of this invention will be ap 
parent to those skilled in the art to which it relates from 
the following speci?cation, claims and drawing. 

in this accordance with this invention, there is pro 
vided an improved adjustable fork which is particularly 
adapted for use in digging clams. This device is pro 
vided with a fork member having a plurality of tines 
joined together by a bridging member which is adapted 
to be attached by means of a suitable pivoting arrange 
ment to the bottom end of the handle of the device. The 
pivoting arrangement is provided with a U~sl1aped mem 
ber for receiving the pivoting member of the fork and 
suitable holes are formed in this U-shaped member and 
in the pivoting member for receiving the pivot pin which 
is of hardened steel or the ill; . The pivoting member 
is also provided with suitable latch receiving notches, one 
of which is positioned so that the fork member may be 
latched in extended position with respect to the handle 
and the other of which is positioned so that the fork mem 
ber may be latched in a 90 degree position with respect 
to the handle. 

This device is provided with a tubular handle which is 
attached to the aforesaid U-shaped member by means of 
suitable bolts or screws and the latch operating rod is 
positioned in this tubular member. The latch attached to 
the lower end of the operating rod extends into the pivot 
ing arrangement. Also the operating rod extends through 
the handle to the crosspiecc that is attached at the upper 
end of the handle. The latch operating rod is provided 
with ?nger members extending out to the sides of the 
handle under the crosspiece or handle member. These 
?nger members or extensions are provided so that the 
operator can grip them from either side or both sides of 
the handle and operate the latch by exerting pressure 
between these extensions and the handle member. 

In the use of this tool, the tines of the fork are ex 
tended from the bottom of the handle in alignment there 
with and when thus extended, the fork tines are buried 
in the beach sand occupied by the clam. After the fork 
tines are thus buried in the sand, the latch is disengaged 
from the latching member of the fork by lifting up on 
the ?nger-operated extensions of the latching rod so that 
the handle may be moved into its 90 degree position with 
respect to the fork tines. With the handle in this 90 
degree position, the operator pulls back on the handle 
thereby bringing the clam to the surface of the sand. 

Inasmuch as this device is constructed to be used in 
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beach sand, it is desirable to provide a suitable boot of 
?exible material such as rubber or the like for enclosing 
the pivot and latching mechanism so that the fine beach 
sand is kept out of this mechanism. 

Further details and features of this invention will be 
set forth in the following speci?cation, claims and draw 
ing in which, brie?y: 

PH}. ‘1 is a view in front elevation of an embodiment 
of this adjustable fork, parts of which are shown in 
cross-section; 

FIG. 2 ‘is a view in side elevation of an embodiment 
of this invention in which the extended position of the 
fork is shown in alignment with the handle and the 90‘ 
degree position is shown in broken outline; 
PEG. 3 is a detail sectional view taken along the line 

3—3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 

in the 90' degree position; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line 5—-5 

of FlG. 3; 
FIG. 6 shows a modi?ed form of this invention in 

which the handle is attached to the fork by means of 
suitable plate and clamp arrangement; and 

PEG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line 7-—-'7 
of FIG. 6. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, reference numeral 
1.9 designates the tubular handle of this adjustable fork. 
This handle is provided with a crosspiece or handle mem 
ber 11 that is attached to the upper end of the tubular 
handle Ill by means of the socket member 12 which is 
welded or otherwise attached to the crosspiece 11 and 
which is pnovided with a socket for receiving the upper 
end of the handle it} to which it is attached by means of 
the screws or bolts 13. The latch receiving member 16 
is inserted into the bottom end of the tubular handle 16 
and is held therein by means of the screws 21 as shown 
in FIG. 3. The U-shaped portion of this member 16 
extends out of the handle and the parts 17 and 18 thereof 
‘are provided with a hole for receiving the pivot pin db 
which is of hardened steel. 

The pivoting member 24) which ‘is attached to the 
bridge ‘15 of the fork by welding or the like has a part 
thereof positioned between the parts 17 and 18 of the 
U-sheped portion of the member to. The pivot pin ‘19 
extends through holes formed in member and parts 
17 and 18 and holds these parts together. Thus pivot 
ing member 2b is adapted to be rotated through a certain 
angle with respect to member to. Fivoting member 
Ell‘ is provided with flat portions Ztla land 2% which are 
adapted to engage the flat portion of member 16 between 
parts 17 and 18 and thus limit the angle through which 
the pivoting member 263 may be rotated‘ When the ?at 
portion Zila engages member 16, the latch 22 is lodged 
in recess 23 of pivoting member and the tines 14 of the 
fork extend substantially straight in alignment with the 
handle id as shown in 3. On the other hand, when 
the pivoting member 29 is rotated so that the ?at portion 
2% thereof engages member do, the latch ‘22 is lodged 
in recess 24 and the fork is locked with the tines 14 there~ 
of extending substantially at right angles with respect to 
the handle, as shown in the broken outline of the fork in 
FIG. 2, and also as s own in PEG. 4. 
The latch 22 is attached to the bottom end of the latch 

operating rod 25 which extends through the tubular handle 
it‘ and the upper end 25a thereof extends into the cross 
piece 11 as shown in FIG. 1. A spring 26 is positioned 
around the upper portion of the latch-actuating rod 25 
and the upper part of this spring engages the crosspiece 
1-1 around the hold through which the rod 25 extends. 
The lower part of the spring as engages the upper sur— 
face of the ?nger operable member 27 which is ?xedly 
attached to the rod 25. The opposite ends of member 27 

showing the fork 
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extend outward from tubular handle it} through slots 
formed in this handle so that the ?nger-engaging 

parts of this member are accessible from the outside of 
the handle. Thus the operator of this adjustable fork 
can manipulate the latch-actuating rod 25 by engaging 
the outer portions of the member ‘2-7 and lift the rod 
against the tension of the spring 26 so that the latch 22 
is disengaged ‘from the notch in which it is lodged in the 
pivot member 26), and thus release this member so that the 
fork may be rotated ‘about the pivot pin 19 as an axis. 
Thus the fork may be set either in the position shown in 
solid lines in FIG. 2 or in the position shown in broken 
lines in this ?gure. 
The pivoting mechanism of this adjustable fork is en 

closed in a ?exible best 28 which may be of material such 
as rubber or the like and which also may be corrugated 
as shown in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4 so that the beach sand 
where this clam-‘digging fork is used will not enter the 
pivoting mechanism and interfere with the operation 
thereof as Well as the latching mechanism. The upper 
end portion of this boot is clamped against the tubular 
handle by means of the clamp 29, which may be made 
of wire or other strip material, and presses the boot 
material against the handle to form a seal therewith. 
The lower part of the boot 2% is clamped around the 
periphery of the disk-shaped member 31 by means of 
the wire ‘or strip member 3%‘ so that this lower part of 
the boot ‘forms a seal with the outer edge of this disk. 
The disk 31 is attached to the pivoting member Zll by 
means of suitable cement or solder so that it forms a seal 
therewith. 
A modi?ed form of this invention is shown in FIGS. 

6 and 7 in which the fork is attached to the handle 'by 
means of the plate 32 and clamps 33. The plate 32 
serves to attach the pivoting member 29 to ‘the fork bridge 
15' to ‘which this plate is clamped by the U-shaped clamps 
33. These clamps are provided with nuts 34 engaging the 
threaded ends thereof for clamping the bridge 15 of the 
fork against the plate 332‘. The pivoting ‘member 20‘ is 
attached to the plate 32 by welding or the like so that 
this assembly of the plate and the fork may be pivotally 
attached to the handle lit) in the same manner as pre 
viously described in connection with FIGS. 1—5. 

In addition, the plate 32 is of Sll?lCl?Ilt area so that 
it forms a base against the sand when the fork is used 
for lifting the clams out ‘of the sand. Thus the plate 32 
forms a base which rests on the sand because of the rela 
tively large area of this plate ‘and this prevents the plate 
from being buried in the sand when pressure is applied 
to the cross ‘member ll of the handle during the clam~ 
lifting operation, that is when the clam is lifted out of 
the sand. A similar plate may be attached to the fork 
shown in FIG. 1 by means of clamps such as the U-shiaped 
clamps 33 shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, and in this case the 
plate functions simply to give the fork a wider base 
against the sand when the clam is being lifted out of the 
sand. In this instance, however, the plate would not 
be used for. attaching the fork to the handle, as in the 
modi?cation shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. Also in the modi 
?cation shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, a suitable ?exible boot 
such as the boot 28 is provided to enclose the pivoting 
and latching mechanism. 

‘While I have shown a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, it will be understood that the invention is 
capable of variation and modi?cation from the form 
shown so that its scope should be limited ‘only by the 
scope of the claims appended hereto. 
What I claim is: 
1. An adjustable fork particularly adapted for digging 

clams out of beach sand, comprising a tubular handle and 
a fork having a plurality of tines joined together by a 
bridge, means for pivotally attaching the bridge of said 
fork to said tubular handle comprising a pivoting member 
attached to the bridge of said fork, a U-shaped member 
having a part extending into the bottom end of said tubular 
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4 
handle, said pivoting member being positioned between 
the U-shaped parts of said U~shaped member and being 
pivotally attached thereto, a latch, said pivoting member 
having a pair of recesses for receiving said latch and for 
locking said pivoting member in selected predetermined 
ositions with respect to said U-shaped member, one of 

said recesses being positioned on said pivoting member 
such that when said latch is positioned therein the fork 
is extended substantially in line with said tubular handle 
and the other of said recesses being positioned on said 
pivoting member such that when said latch is positioned 
therein the fork is positioned substantially at right angles 
with respect to said tubular handle, a latch operating rod 
positioned in said tubular handle, the lower end of said 
rod being attached to said latch, said handle having a cross 
member at the top thereof, a ?nger grip member attached 
to the upper part of said rod, said ?nger grip member ex 
tending outward from the sides of said handle, spring 
means positioned on said rod between said ?nger grip 
member and the upper part of said handle for urging said 
latch into engagement with a selected one of said recesses, 
a substantially circular member attached to the lower end 
of said pivoting member, and a ?exible boot having one 
end thereof attached to the lower end of said tubular 
member and having the other end thereof attached to the 
circumference of said substantially circular member for 
enclosing said U-shaped member, said latch and said 
pivoting member to prevent sand from entering these parts 
during the clam digging operation. 

2. An adjustable fork particularly adapted for digging 
clams out of beach sand, comprising a tubular handle and 
a fork having a plurality of tines joined together by a 
bridge, means for pivotally attaching the bridge of said 
fork to said tubular handle comprising a pivoting mem 
ber attached to the bridge of said fork, a U-shaped mem 
ber having a part extending into the bottom end of said 
tubular handle, said pivoting member being positioned 
between the U-shaped parts of said last-mentioned mem 
ber and being pivotally attached thereto, a latch, said 
pivoting member having a pair of recesses for receiving 
said latch and for locking said pivoting member in selected 
predetermined positions with respect to said U-shaped 
member, one of said recesses being positioned on said 
pivoting member such that when said latch is positioned 
therein the fork is extended substantially in line with said 
tubular handle and the other of said recesses being posi 
tioned on said pivoting member such that when said latch 
is positioned therein the fork is positioned substantially 
at right angles with respect to said tubular handle, a latch 
operating rod positioned in said tubular handle, the lower 
end of said rod being attached to said latch, a ?nger grip 
member attached to the upper part of said rod, said ?nger 
grip member extending outward from the sides of said 
handle, spring means positioned on said rod between said 
?nger grip member and the upper part of said handle for 
urging said latch into engagement with a selected one of 
said recesses, a ?exible boot for enclosing said U-shaped 
member, said latch and said pivoting member to prevent 
sand from entering these parts during the clam digging 
operation, and a plate attached to the bridge of said fork, 
said plate having an area engaging the top surface of the 
sand from which the clam is being extracted large enough 
to provide a bearing surface to the fork when the clam is 
being lifted out of the sand and to substantially prevent 
the bridge of the fork from sinking into the sand. 

3. An adjustable fork particularly adapted for digging 
clams out of beach sand, comprising a tubular handle and 
a fork having a plurality of tines joined together by a 
bridge, means for pivotally attaching the bridge of said 
fork to said tubular handle comprising a pivoting mem 
ber, 21 plate attached to the bridge of said fork and to 
said pivoting member, a U-shaped member having a part 
extending into the bottom end of said tubular handle, said 
pivoting member being positioned between the U-shaped 
parts of said last-mentioned member and being pivotally 
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attached thereto, a latch, said pivoting member having a 
pair of recesses for receiving said latch and for locking 
said pivoting member in selected predetermined positions 
with respect to said U-shaped member, one of said recesses 
being positioned on said pivoting member such that when 
said latch is positioned therein the fork is extended sub 
stantially in line With said tubular handle and the other 
of said recesses being positioned on said pivoting mem 
ber such that when said latch is positioned therein the 
fork is positioned substantially at right angles with respect 
to said tubular handle, a latch operating rod positioned in 
said tubular handle, the lower end of said rod being at 
tached to said latch, a ?nger grip member attached to the 
upper part of said rod, said ?nger grip member extending 
outward from the sides of said handle, spring means posi 
tioned on said rod between said ?nger grip member and 
the upper part of said handle for urging said latch into 
engagement with a selected one of said recesses, and a 
?exible boot for enclosing said U-shaped member, said 
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latch and said pivoting member to prevent sand from 
entering these parts during the clam digging operation, 
said plate attached to the bridge of said fork having an 
area engaging the top surface of the sand from which the 
clam is being extracted large enough to provide a bearing 
surface to the fork when the clam is being lifted out of 
the sand and to substantially prevent the bridge of the 
fork from sinking into the sand. 
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