


United States Patent Oiitice 3,115,228 
Patented Dec. 24, 1963 

1 

3,115,228 
LUGGAGE HANDLES 

Leonard Louik and George J. Frank, Jr., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
assignors to Bruce Molded Plastic Products, Inc., Moon 
Run, Pa., a corporation of Pennsylvania 

Filed Dec. 5, 1961, Ser. No. 157,135 
6 Claims. (Cl. 190-57) 

This invention relates to luggage handles and more par 
ticularly to luggage handles formed of molded plast-ic 
material. 

It is the object of the present invention to provide lug 
gage handles which may be fabricated economically in 
mass-production procedures. The handles are applied to 
items of luggage in pairs and are formed of two comple 
mentary units of identical construct-ion and contour. 

It is another object of the invention to provide luggage 
handles of molded plastic material having maximum 
strength in relation to the amount of material utilized, 
and which are shaped to afford maximum comfort in the 
handling of the luggage to which such handles are applied. 
The luggage handles in accordance with the invention 

are used in pairs which are aflixed to the opposite sides 
of the luggage. The handle unit of each pair is designed 
with a longitudinal handgrip portion and integral terminal 
legs extending therefrom, the free ends of which are 
añixed to the sides of the luggage for pivotal movement, 
and which are arranged to nest the handgrip portions one 
above the other with a convexity in a downward direc 
tion to afford maximum comfort in the use of the luggage 
handle. The luggage handles in accordance with the in 
vention are formed of identical parts, so that both the 
manufacture of the individual units and their afiixation to 
the items of luggage are simplified. 

Other objects and purposes will appear from the de 
tailed description of the invention following hereinafter, 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein 

FIG. 1 is a front elevation of a piece of luggage with 
the luggage handles in accordance with the invention ap 
plied thereto; 

FIG. 2 is a right end view of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view along line 3-3 of 

FIG. l; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of one of the handle units. 
In the drawing the handles H in accordance with the 

invention are shown applied to a piece of luggage which, 
in the illustrated embodiment of the invention is exempli 
fied by a bowling ball and shoe carrier, formed of molded 
sections L and L' hinged along the bottom of the carrier 
at hinge 3 and which are provided with Valances 1 and 1', 
respectively, which are interíitted and meet at 2 to pro 
vide the opening for the opposite sides of the bag. The 
Valances l and 1’ are provided with cooperating hasp com 
ponents 4 to secure the closing of the piece of luggage. 
The details of the luggage item do not constitute part 

of the invention and the luggage may be formed of any 
suitable material such as metal, plastic, molded plywood, 
composite sheet material, and fabrics of all types. These 
may assume different contours and may be provided with 
Valances and closures of all types, including those with 
slide fasteners which are operable along the top of the 
piece of luggage and along a portion of the sides thereof, 
as is known in the art. 
The invention is concerned with the provision of a 

handle which may be fabricated economically, which af 
fords maximum strength and which provides maximum 
comfort to the hand when the luggage is carried, even 
with heavy loads. 

L1 the preferred embodiment of the invention, the han 
dle is formed of two identical units H of molded plastic 
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2 
and of a small thickness relative to the surface area of 
the handle. Thus, the handles may be shaped from 
sheets of plastic material, or molded initially in the form 
illustrated in FIG. 4, the primary feature of which is the 
longitudinally extending handgrip 10 which is shaped 
convexly in a downward direction along the transverse 
cross-section thereof, as clearly shown in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4. 
A pair of terminal legs 11 and 12 extend downwardly 

from the opposite ends of the handgrip portion 10 and pro 
vision is made at the ends of these legs for the pivotal 
mounting of the handle to the body of the luggage. 
Openings 13 and 14 are formed adjacent the ends of legs 
11 and 12, respectively, to form substantially cylindrical 
trunnions 15 and 16 at the ends of the legs. Each trun 
nion may be encompassed by a retaining loop Ztl of orna 
mental brass or steel, or any other material, the free ends 
of which loop are interconnected to the body of the piece 
of luggage L, L’ by means of a rivet 21, with or without 
the provision of a plastic patch at this point. When the 
luggage is formed of rigid material, the retaining loops 
20 on one side of the luggage are set at a slightly higher 
level than the loops 20’ on the other side of the luggage 
in order to assure that when the handles are swung into 
position for grasping at the top of the piece of luggage, 
the handgrip portion 10 on the side L of the piece of lug 
gage will superpose the corresponding handgrip portion 
1d’ which is pivotally mounted on the other side L’ of 
the piece of luggage. A variation of one-fourth inch in 
the mounting levels is adequate to produce the desired 
result. Resort to this mounting expedient is not neces 
sary when the item of luggage is made of flexible or semi 
flexible material which yields sufficiently to permit the 
closely engaging and overlapping relation of the handgrip 
portions 1l) and 11)’ when the handles are swung into the 
nesting position shown in FIGS. l to 3 of the drawing. 
The angularity of the terminal legs 11 and 12 with re 

spect to the handgrip portion 10 may be varied in depend 
ence upon the speciñc contours of the item of luggage to 
which they are applied. Thus, in the illustrated embodi 
ment of the invention, the obtuse angle formed between 
the handgrip portion 10 and the depending legs 11 and 
12 approximates an angle of 120°. However, this ob 
tuse angularity of the terminal legs 11 and 12 relative to 
the plane of the handgrip portion 10, as shown in FIGS. 
2 to 4, may be reduced closer to 90° if the width of the 
top of the bag is less. As shown, the legs 11 and 12 may 
be slightly curved or bowed to complement the convex 
curvature of the handgrip portions. 
The mounting of the handles as shown in the illustrated 

embodiment of the invention is preferred because of its 
simplicity since thereby the need for D-rings and reen 
forcing patches are eliminated, and the fastenings of the 
retaining loops are effected by single rivets. However, 
the ends of the terminal legs may be modiñed to adapt the 
handles to other mounting expedients. 
While we have described our invention as embodied 

in a speoiñc form and as operating in a speciñc manner 
for purpose of illustration, it should be understood that 
we do not limit our invention thereto, since various modi 
ñcations will suggest themselves to those skilled in the 
art Without departing from the spirit of our invention, the 
scope of which is set forth in the annexed claims. 
We claim: 
1. A luggage handle formed of a pair of separated iden 

tical sheet-like units of substantially uniform small thick 
ness relative to their surface area adapted to be spacedly 
mounted on the opposite sides of a piece of luggage, each 
unit composed of a longitudinal handgrip portion shaped 
convexly in transverse cross-section in a downward direc 
tion, a pair of integral terminal legs extending downwardly 
at a generally obtuse angle from the opposite ends of each 
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handgrip portion provided with means at the free ends 
thereof for pivotally mount-ing each unit thereat for se 
lective positioning of the handgrip portions into closely 
engaging and overlapping relation thereby to form a com 
fortable composite handhold. 

2. A luggage handle formed of a pair of separated iden 
tical units each adapted to be pivotally mounted on the 
opposite sides of the piece of luggage and adjacent to the 
top thereof, each unit composed of a longitudinal hand 
grip portion shaped convexly in transverse cross-section 
in a downward direction, and a pair of integral terminal 
legs extending downwardly at a generally obtuse angle 
from the opposite ends of said handgrip portion provided 
with means at the free ends thereof for pivotally mounting 
each unit to the respective side of the piece of luggage to 
enable the handgrip portions to be swung into closely en 
gaging and overlapping relation and thereby to provide a 
comfortable handhold therefor. 

3. A luggage handle formed of a pair of separated iden 
tical molded plastic units of sheet material of substantially 
uniform small thickness relative to their surface area, each 
unit adapted to be pivotally mounted on the opposite sides 
of the piece of luggage and adjacent to the top thereof 
and each unit composed of a longitudinal handgrip por 
tion shaped convexly in transverse cross-section in a 
downward direction, and a pair of integral terminal legs 
extending downwardly at a generally obtuse angle rela~ 
tive to the plane of said handgrip portion, and each pair 
of said legs extending from the opposite ends of said hand 

l0 

15 

20 

A 

grip portion provided with means at the free ends thereof 
for pivotally mounting each unit to the respective side 
of the piece of luggage to enable the handgrip portions to 
be swung into closely engaging and overlapping relation 
and thereby to provide a comfortable handheld therefor. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 3 wherein said last 
rnentioned means comprises a trunnion at the end of each 
leg formed by an opening adjacent to the free end thereof. 

5. A device as set forth in claim 4 wherein said trun 
nion is encompassed by a closed loop, and means for affix 
ing said loop to the luggage material. 

6. A device as set forth in claim 5 wherein the level 
of the closed loops on each side of the piece of luggage 
is displaced slightly to facilitate the superposition of the 
handgrips at the top thereof into said engaging and over 
lapping relation. 
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