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6 Claims. (Cl. 229-34) 

This invention relates to cartons and more particularly 
to the type of stacking carton formed from a one-p1e_ce 
blank and suitable for transporting soft, perishable fruits 
such as berries and the like. 

Heretofore, many proposals have been made to form 
stacking cartons from one-piece blanks but these have 
not been too satisfactory. One of the requisites for such 
cartons is that they should be capable of being erected on 
the spot in the ?eld without theme of glue, staples, and 
like fastening means employed in conjunction with, what 
is known in the art as, a “manufacturer’s gap or closure.” 
Another requisite is that such cartons should be strong 
enough to withstand normal ‘outside pressures encountered 
during transportation and yet permit the passage of air 
over the contents so as to assist in the delay of the de 
terioration thereof. Moreover, another requisite is that 
such cantons should be capable of being stacked upon one 
another for shipment purposes, without shifting, either 
laterally or longitudinally, during transportation. _ 

Thus, it is the object of the present invention to provide 
a carton, formed from a one-piece blank, which will in 
clude all of the above desirable features. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompanying draw 

ings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the preferred type of one 

piece blank adapted to form a stacking carton; 
FIGURES 2 to 6 show the blank in various stages dur 

ing the assembly of the carton; 
FIGURE 7 is a transverse section taken on the line 

7--7 of FIGURE 6; 
FIGURE 8 is a longitudinal section taken on the line 

8—8 of FIGURE 6; 
FIGURE 9 is a perspective view ‘of the car-ton; 
FIGURE 10 is a view similar to FIGURE 9 but shows 

two cartons stacked together; 
FIGURE 11 is a plan view of a modi?ed form of one 

piece blank adapted to‘ form a'stacking carton. 
FIGURE 12 is a plan view of the type of one-piece 

blank shown in FIGURE 1 but incorporating a modi?ca 
tion thereto; 
FIGURE 13 is a plan view of an erected carton formed 

from the blank shown in FIGURE 12; 
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FIGURE 14 is a perspective view of the carton shown ' 
in FIGURE 13; and 
FIGURE 15 is a plan view of the type of one-piece 

blank shown in FIGURE 11 but incorporating the same 
modi?cation as is contained in FIGURE 12. 

Referring to the drawings, and in particular to FIGURE 
1, the one-piece blank shown therein is scored and in 
cised to provide a main panel indicated generally at 1, 
which subsequently forms the carton bottom. Each side 
of the main panel 11 is integrally connected, by means of 
a ?rst common score line 2, to a primary panel 3, prefer 
ably provided with one or more apertures 4 therein, each 
of said primary panels ultimately forming an inner side 
wall panel of the canton. 

Each end of each of the primary panels 3 is integrally 
connected, by means of a second common score line 5, 
normal to the adjacent ?rst score line 2, to a ?rst geminal 
panel 6 ultimately adapted to form one-half of a ?rst in~ 
termediate end wall panel. Each ?rst geminal panel 6 is 
provided with a rectangular cut-out portion 7 in one 
marginal side edge thereof and ultimately forming part 
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2 
of one of a pair of stacking recesses provided in the 
upper edge of each end wall of the canton. The remaining 
marginal side edge of each ?rst geminal panel '6 is pro 
vided with a projecting rectangular tongue 8 which ulti 
mately forms part of one of a pair of stacking legs pro 
jecting from the lower edge of each end wall. The free 
end edge of each ?rst geminal panel 6 is provided with a 
cut-out portion 9 therein. 
Each primary panel 3 is also integrally connected, by 

means of a third common score line 10 parallel with but 
spaced from said ?rst common score line 2, to an auxiliary 
panel 11 provided with apertures 12 therein corresponding 
to the said apertures 4 in the adjacent primary panel 3, 
each of said auxiliary panels 11 ultimately forming an 
outer side wall panel of the carton. 
Each end of each of the auxiliary panels 11 is integrally 

connected, by means of a fourth common score line 13, 
to a second geminal panel 14 ultimately adapted to form 
one-half of a second intermediate end Wall panel of the 
carton. Each second gerninal panel 14 is provided with 
a rectangular cut-out portion 15 in one marginal side edge 
thereof and ultimately forming part of one of said pair of 
stacking recesses provided in the said upper edge of each 
end wall of the carton. The other marginal side edge of 
each second geminal panel 14 is provided with a project 
ing rectangular tongue 16 which ultimately forms part of 
one of said pair of stacking legs projecting from the said 
lower edge of each end wall. The free end edge of each 
second geminal panel 14 is provided with a cut-out {17 
therein. 
As will be appreciated from reference to FIGURE 1, 

the dimensions of the tongues ‘8 and 16 are preferably 
less than the dimensions of the rectangular cut-out por 
tions 7 and 15 whereas the dimensions of the cut-outs 9 
and 17 are preferably the same. It will also be noted 
that the width of each auxiliary panel 11 is preferably 
slightly greater than the width of the adjacent primary 
panel 3. 
Each of the auxiliary panels 11 is integrally connected, 

by means of a ?fth common score line 18 parallel with 
but spaced from said third comm-on score line 10, to an as 
sociated tertiary panel 19 which ultimately serves as an 
intermediate side wall panel of the carton. 
Each end of the main panel 1 is integrally connected, 

by a sixth common score line 2-0, in alignment with score 
line 13, to a ?rst ancillary panel 21 which ultimately 
serves as an outer end wall panel of the car-ton. Each of 
said ?rst ancillary panels 211 is integrally connected, by 
means of a seventh common score line 23, to an inter 
mediate panel 24 each of which ultimately serves as the 
upper edge of each end wall of the canton. 
Each intermediate panel 24 is integrally connected, by 

means of an eighth common score line 25, to a second 
ancillary panel 26 which ultimately serves as an inner 
end wall panel of the carton. As will be seen from refer 
ence to FIGURE 1, the free marginal side edge of each 
second ancillary panel 26 is preferably provided with a 
pair of projecting locking tongues 27. Moreover, both 
adjacent ?rst and second ancillary panels 21 and 26 are 
each provided with corresponding apertures 28. 
A pair of spaced rectangular slots 29 are provided in 

each adjacent pair of ?rst ancillary and intermediate panels 
21 and 24, and a similar pair of spaced locking slots 30, 
but of lesser width than the width of the slots 29, are 
provided in each end of the main panel 1 adjacent the sixth 
score line 20. 

In assembling a carton, which can be quickly done in 
the ?eld without the need of adhesive or staples and a 
“manufacturer’s gap or closure,” each tertiary panel 19 
is folded along its associated ?fth score line 18 so as to 
lie parallel with the adjacent auxiliary panel 11 as is shown 
in FIGURE 2. Each auxiliary panel 11 is then folded 
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along its associated third common score line 10 so that 
the former is parallel with its adjacent primary panel 3 
with the associated tertiary panel 19 being located inter 
mediate each said pair of primary and auxiliary panels 
3 and 11, so as to form sets thereof, such a position being 
shown in FIGURE 3. In the position shown in FIGURE 
3, it will be obvious that each second geminal panel 14 
will be located under its adjacent ?rst geminal panel 6. 
Each pair of ?rst and second geminal panels 6 and 14 

is then bent along the associated second and fourth com 
mon score lines 5 and 13 so as to project upwardly from 
their associated and respective primary and auxiliary pan 
els 3 and 11 as is shown in FIGURE 4. 

Thereafter, each primary panel 3 is bent along its asso 
ciated ?rst comrnon score line 2 so as, together With the 
adjacent auxiliary and tertiary panels 11 and 19, to pro 
ject upwardly from the main panel 1. Concurrently, the 
tongues 8 and 16 of each pair of ?rst and second geminal 
panels 6 and 14 will enter an adjacent one of the slots 3%. 
This stage in the assembly of a stacking carton is shown 
in FIGURE 5. 

Thereafter, each ?rst ancillary panel 21 is bent along 
its sixth common score line 20 so as to lie parallel to and 
in face-to-face contact with each aligned pair of second 
geminal panels 14. Each intermediate panel 24 is then 
bent along its associated seventh common score line 23 
so as to cover the upper edges of the aligned pairs of ?rst 
and second geminal panels 6 and 14. Finally, each of 
the second ancillary panels 26 is folded along its associ 
ated eighth common score line 25 and tucked down in 
wardly into the carton so as it will be parallel to and in 
face-to-face contact with each aligned pair of ?rst geminal 
panels 6, and so that each of the pair of locking tongues 
27 will enter an adjacent one of the locking slots 30. An 
erected carton will then be formed as is shown in plan 
view in FIGURE 6. 
As will be seen from FIGURE 7, each of the pair of 

mutually opposed side walls of the carton is formed from 
an outer side wall panel 11, an inner side wall panel 3 
and an intermediate side wall panel 19. Moreover, as 
the lower edge of each outer side wall panel 11 and each 
intermediate side wall panel 19 projects beyond the bot 
tom, formed by the main panel 1, of the carton, a pro 
jecting ?ange is formed. The pair of mutually opposed 
?anges each present a load-bearing edge which serves to 
prevent the bottom of the carton from contacting the sup 
porting surface upon which the carton rests, said ?anges 
each extending continuously throughout the length of the 
carton. 
As will be seen from FIGURE 7, the upper edge of 

each intermediate side wall panel 19 contacts the associ 
ated inner side wall panel 3 whereby, due to the natural 
resiliency of the material forming the blank, and hence 
the side wall panels, each side ?ange is urged outwardly 
away from the adjacent inner side wall panel 3 and the 
bottom I of the carton to form a stacking recess 34 be 
tween the lower portion of the inner side wall panel 3 and 
its associated intermediate side wall panel 19, each said 
recess 34 being adapted to receive the upper edge of a 
side wall of a carton stacked thereunder. 
As will be seen from FIGURE 8, each of the pair of 

mutually opposed end walls of the carton is formed from 
an outer end wall panel 26, a pair of intermediate end 
wall panels, the latter being constituted by two aligned 
pairs of ?rst and second geminal panels 6 and 14, and an 
inner end wall panel 21. Due to the fact that the tongues 
8 and 16 of each pair of intermediate end wall panels 
project through and beyond the locking slots 30, said 
tongues form spaced pairs of stacking legs projecting be 
yond the bottom of the carton which also assist in main 
taining said bottom away from any surface supporting the 
carton. 
As will be seen more clearly from FIGURE 9, due to 

the ?rst and second geminal panels 6 and 14 of each pair 
thereof being parallel with each other, each pair of rec 
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tangular cut-out portions 7 and 15, together with the ad 
jacent rectangular slot 29 formed in the intermediate panel 
24 and ?rst ancillary panel 21, and those parts, de?ned by 
the edges of the cut-out portions in the adjacent ?rst inter 
mediate end wall 6, of the upper portion of each inner 
end wall 26, form a stacking recess indicated at 31. Thus, 
the upper edge of each end wall is provided with a pair 
of such stacking recesses 31 each of which is adapted to 
receive a stacking leg of a superposed carton, as is shown 
in FIGURE 10. That portion, indicated at 32 in FIG 
URE 9, of each inner end wall panel 21 adjacent a stack 
ing recess 31, serves to prevent movement of the stacking 
leg of a superposed carton in a longitudinal direction in 
wardly of the carton. 
As will also be seen from FIGURE 9, the apertures 4 

and 1'2 in the inner and outer side wall panels 3 and 11 
are in alignment with one another, as are the cut-out por 
tions 9, 17 of the pair of intermediate end wall panels and 
the apertures 28 of the inner and outer end wall panels 
21 and 26, thereby permitting the passage of air through 
out the interior of the carton. 
From the above description, it will be appreciated that 

any number of cartons can be stacked upon each other 
and, through the intermediary of the stacking recesses 31 
and cooperating stacking legs, longitudinal shifting of the 
cartons in a stack will be prevented. Moreover, and as 
will be seen from FIGURE 10, when the cartons are 
stacked, the depending side ?anges of an upper carton ?t 
over and grip the upper portion of the side walls of a 
lower carton, each said upper portion being located in a 
stacking recess 34, and thus said ?anges, together with 
the cooperation of the side edges of the stacking recesses 
31 with the side edges of the stacking legs, will prevent 
shift of the cartons in the stack in a transverse direction. 
Thus, the prevention of both longitudinal and transverse 
movement gives an extremely rigid stack. 

If desired, and as shown in FIGURE 10, the uppermost 
carton in the stack may be provided with a top closure 33. 
In operation, and when considering the picking of soft 

fruit such as berries, the fruit picker can readily erect 
a carton from the one-piece blank and then place a num 
ber of individual fruit punnets therein. The berries are 
picked and immediately placed in the punnets and when 
all punnets have been ?lled, the picker erects another car 
ton and repeats the picking procedure. The second ?lled 
carton is then stacked on the ?rst and so on until the 
stack comprises the required number of cartons. Each 
stack is then loaded on to the transport and delivered 
to the market or retailer where the punnets are displayed 
in the cartons. Consequently, the fruit is never handled 
again from the time of picking until consumption by’ a 
customer. 

Alternatively, a modi?ed form of stacking carton can 
bg erected from the type of one-piece blank shown in 
FIGURE 11. From the modi?ed type of blank shown in 
FIGURE 11, it will be seen that the tongues 8 and 16 
and the rectangular cut-outs 7 and 15 have been omitted 
from the geminal panels 6 and 14 as have the rectangular 
slots 29 in the intermediate and ?rst ancillary panels 24 
and 21. In all other respects, the blank shown in FIG 
URE 11 is identical with that shown in FIGURE 1 and 
the assembly of the carton follows along lines similar to 
those described over in connection with the preferred type 
of carton, thus it is felt unnecessary to illustrate the var 
ious steps in the assembly of the modi?ed carton formed 
from the blank shown in FIGURE 11. 

However, although the stacking legs and stacking re 
cesses are omitted from the modi?ed carton, formed from 
the blank shown in FIGURE 11, the retention of the side 
wall ?anges maintain the bottom of the carton from 
contacting the surface supporting said carton. 

Moreover, the modi?ed carton, formed from the blank 
shown in FIGURE 11, is still capable of being stacked 
upon a similar type of carton due to the depending side 
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?anges of an upper carton ?tting over and gripping the 
upper portion of the side walls of a carton thereunder. 

If desired, a pair of stacking gates may be incorporated 
in each of the above-mentioned forms of carton. For 
example, and referring to FIGURE 12, the type of one 
piece blank shown in FIGURE 1 may incorporate a ?rst 
incision 35 in each ?rst score line 2 as well as a second 
corresponding incision 36 in each third score line It). 
Each ‘of the primary panels 3v may incorporate a third 
incision 37 connecting-each pair of associated ?rst and 
second incisions 35, 36 together, as well as a score line 
38 connecting the other ends of each pair of associated 
?rst and second incisions 35, 36 together. Thus, the in 
cisions 35, 36 and 37, and the score line 33, de?ne a 
stacking gate panel indicated generally at 39, a pair of 
such gate panels being provided. 

, When the carton is erected, and if desired, each stack 
ing gate 39 can be pulled inwardly into the carton and 
away from the inner side wall panel'so that said gates 
are co-extensive and extend along the central transverse 
axis of the carton as is shown in FIGURE 13. FIGURE 
14 shows such a carton in perspective with the gates par 
tially‘ opened. 

It will be appreciated that when the gates 39 are in 
their operative position, they will assist in supporting 
the bottom of a carton placed thereon. 
FIGURE 15 shows the type of one-piece blank shown 

in FIGURE 11 but incorporating a similar pair of locking 
gates 39 which operate in a manner similar to the gates 
shown in FIGURES 12 to 14, it being felt unnecessary 
to discuss the blank in any greater detail. 

I claim: 
1. A stacking and interlocking cart-on formed of re 

silient material and having a wall structure comprising 
a pair of mutually opposed side walls, a pair of mutually 
opposed end walls, and a bottom; each of said side walls 
being constituted by an inner side wall panel having a 
pair of spaced vertical end edges and integrally connected, 
at its lower edge, to an adjacent side edge of said bottom; 
an outer side wall panel integrally connected to the upper 
edge of said inner side wall panel and having a greater 
dep?a than the depth of said inner side wall panel, each 
of said outer side wall panels having a pair of spaced 
vertical end edges, and an intermediate side wall panel 
integrally connected to the lower edge of said outer side 
wall panel and located between the latter and said inner 
side wall panel with its upper portion contacting the latter, 
the lower portion of each said outer side wall panel and 
the lower portion ‘of its associated intermediate side wall 
panel forming a ?ange extending continuously throughout 
the length of said carton and projecting beyond said bot 
tom, the lower edge of each said ?ange presenting a 
loadabearing edge, the natural resiliency of said intermedi 
ate side wall panel forcing its said lower portion andthe 
said lower portion of the associated outer side wall panel 
outwardly of the carton and away from the lower portion 
of the associated inner side wall panel and said bottom 
thereby to form a stacking recess between said lower por 
tion of said inner side wall panel and said lower por 
tion of said intermediate side wall panel, said ‘recess being 
adapted to receive the upper edge of a side wall of a 
carton stacked thereunder; each of said end walls being 
constituted by an inner end wall panel, an outer end wall 
panel integrally connected, at its lower edge, to an adja 
cent end edge of said bottom, an intermediate panel in 
tegrally ‘connecting the upper edge of said inner end wall 
panel with the upper edge of said outer end wall panel 
and forming the upper edge of said end wall, and two 
pairs of geminal end wall panels located between said 
outer and inner end wall panels; a ?rst panel of one 
pair of said gemin-al panels being in alignment with a 
?rst panel of the remaining pair of said geminal panels; 
each of said ?rst panels of said pairs of geminal panels 
being integrally connected to a said vertical end edge of 
an associated said inner side wall panel whereby both 
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6 
said ?rst panels form a ?rst intermediate end wall in 
face-to-face contact with said inner wall panel; a second 
panel of said one pair of geminal panels being in align 
ment with a second panel of said remaining pair of 
geminal panels, each of said second panels of said pairs 
of geminal panels being integrally connected to a said 
vertical end edge of an associated said outer side wall 
panel whereby both said second panels form a second 
intermediate end wall in faoe-to-face contact with said as 
sociated ?rs-t intermediate end wall and with said associ 
ated outer end wall panel; a pair of locking tongues pro 
jecting from the lower edge of each of said inner end 
wall panels; a pair of locking slots formed in each end 
of said bottom adapted to cooperate with an associated 
said [locking tongue whereby all of said panels are locked 
in mutually cooperating position with one another and 
all of said inner wall panels are substantially normal 
to said bottom; a pair of aligned rectangular cut-out por 
t-ions formed in the upper edge of each of said intermedi 
ate end walls; a pair ‘of rectangular slots in each of said 
intermediate panels and extending into each‘said associ 
ated outer end wall panel, each of said slots being in 
registry with a said cut-out portion in a said ?rst intermedi 
ate end wall and a said second intermediate end wall; 
each of said inner end wall panels extending, throughout its 
length, to the height of said intermediate end walls; said 
pairs of aligned cut-out portions, each said rectangular 
slot in registry therewith, and those parts, de?ned by the 
edges of the cut-out portions in the adjacent ?rst interme 
diate end wall, of the upper portion of the said associated 
inner end wall panel, forming a pair of transversely 
spaced stacking recesses in each of said pair of mutually 
opposed end walls; and a pair of rectangular tongues in 
tegral with and projecting from the lower edge of each 
of said intermediate end walls, through an adjacent said 
locking slot in said bottom and terminating in alignment 
with said ?anges, said pairs of tongues thereby forming 
pairs of transversely spaced stacking legs each adapted 
‘to ?t into and interlock with an associated said stacking 
recess in the end walls of a carton located immediately 
thereunder; each of said stacking recesses in the end 
walls of said carton being adapted to receive and interlock 
with a stacking leg of a carton located immediately above, 
said side edges of each of said cut-out portions preventing 
lateral movement of the stacking legs of cartons in a 
stack thereof, and said de?ned parts of each of said 
inner end wall panels preventing longitudinal movement 
‘of the stacking legs of the cartons in said stack thereof. 

2. A carton according to claim 1 including a pair of 
stacking gate panels each integrally and hingedly con 
nected to an associated said inner side wall panel and 
adapted, when inoperative position, to be coextensive 
with one another and to extend along the central trans 
verse axis of the carton. 

3. A one-piece blank of resilient material adapted to 
form a stacking and interlocking carton having a wall 
structure comprising a pair of mutually opposed end walls, 
a pair of mutually opposed side walls, and a bottom; 
said blank comprising a main panel ultimately adapted 
to form said bottom; a pair of primary panels each ar 
ticulated, along one side edge thereof, to an adjacent 
side edge of said main panel and each ultimately adapted 
to form an inner side wall panel; a pair of auxiliary panels 
each articulated along one side edge to the remaining 
side edge of an associated said primary panel and each 
adapted, on folding along its line of articulation, to form 
an outer side wall panel, each of the latter being of a 
depth greater than the depth of the associated inner side 
wall panel; a pair of tertiary panels each articulated along 
one side edge to the remaining side edge of an associated 
said auxiliary panel and each adapted, on folding along 
its line of articulation, to form an intermediate side wall 
panel located between an associated pair of said inner 
and outer side wall panels and connected to its associated 
said outer side ‘Wall panel along a common lower edge; 
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the lower portion of each adjacent pair of intermediate 
and outer side wall panels projecting beyond said bottom 
and terminating in said common lower edge whereby 
to form a depending side ?ange extending continuously 
throughout the length of said carton and presenting a 
load-bearing edge; the free upper edge of each said in 
termediate side wall panel, when the latter is in its said 
location, contacting its associated said inner side wall 
panel whereby, due to the natural resiliency of said side 
wall panels, each said side ?ange is urged outwardly 
away from the adjacent inner side wall panel and said 
bottom to form a stacking recess between the lower por 
tion of said inner side wall panel and its said associated 
intermediate side wall panel, said recess being adapted 
to receive the upper edge of a side wall of a carton 
stacked thereunder; (two pairs of ?rst geminal panels 
each of which is articulated to an adjacent end of each 
of said primary panels and adapted, on folding along its 
line of articulation, to form part of a ?rst intermediate 
end wall; two pairs of second geminal panels each of 
which is varticulated to an adjacent end of each of said 
auxiliary panels and- adapted, on folding along its line 
of articulation, to form part of a second intermediate 
end wall in face-to-face contact with said ?rst intermedi 
ate cnd Wall; a pair of ?rst ancillary panels each articu 
lated, along one side edge thereof, to an adjacent end 
edge of said bottom and each adapted, on folding along 
its line of articulation, to form an outer end wall panel 
in face-to-face contact with said ?rst intermediate end 
wall; a pair of intermediate panels each articulated, along 
one side edge thereof, to the remaining side edge of an 
associated said ?rst ancillary panel and adapted, on fold 
ing along its line of articulation, to form the upper edge 
of a said end wall; a pair of second ancillary panels each 
articulated, along one side edge thereof, to the remaining 
side edge of an associated said intermediate panel and 
‘adapted, on folding along its line of articulation, to form 
an inner end wall panel in face-to-face contact with said 
second intermediate end wall; at least a pair of locking 
tongues eachprojecting from the free edge of each of 
said second ancillary panels; and at least a pair of locking 
slots each formed in said main panel ‘adjacent to an as 
sociated said sixth common score line and adapted, on 
said folding of said second ancillary panels, to receive 
and cooperate with an associated said one of said locking 
tongues whereby all of said panels are locked in mutually 
cooperating position with one another and all of said 
inner wall panels are substantially normal to said bottom. 

4. A one-piece blank according to claim 3 including a 
?rst incision in each line of articulation between each 
primary panel and the main panel, a second correspond 
ing incision in each line of articulation between each pri 
mary panel and the associated auxiliary panel, a third 
incision in each said primary panel normal to and con 
necting one end of said ?rst and second incisions together, 
and a connecting score line, parallel to said third incision, 
in each of said primary panels for connecting the other 
end of said ?rst and second incisions together, said ?rst, 
second and third incisions, and said connecting score 
line, de?ning a stacking gate panel which, on folding of 
the blank ‘and erection of the carton, forms a stacking 
gate extending along the central transverse axis of the 
carton. 

S. A one-piece blank of resilient material adapted to 
form a stacking and interlocking carton having a wall 
structure comprising a pair of mutually opposed end 
walls, a pair of mutually opposed side walls, and a bot 
tom; said blank comprising a main panel ultimately 
adapted to form said bottom; a pair of primary panels 
each articulated along one side edge thereof to an adja 
cent side edge of said main panel and each ultimately‘ 
adapted to form an inner side wall panel; a pair of auxili 
ary panels each articulated along one side edge to the 
remaining side edge of an associated said primary panel 
and each adapted, on folding along its line of articula~ 
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8 
tion, to form an outer side wall panel, each of the latter 
being of a depth greater than the depth of the associated 
inner side wall panel; a pair of tertiary panels each articu 
lated, along one side edge, to the remaining side edge of 
an associated said auxiliary panel and each adapted, on 
folding along its line of articulation, to form an interme 
diate side wall panel located between an associated pair 
of said inner and outer side wall panels and connected 
to its associated said outer side wall panel along a com 
mon lower edge, the lower portion of each adjacent pair 
of intermediate and outer side wall panels projecting be 
yond said bottom and terminating in said common lower 
edge whereby to form a depending side flange extending 
continuously throughout the length of said carton and 
presenting a load-bearing edge; the free upper edge of 
each said intermediate side Wall panel, when the latter 
is in its said location, contacting its associated said inner 
side wall panel ‘whereby, due to the natural resiliency of 
said side wall panels, each said side ?ange is urged out 
wardly away from the adjacent inner side wall panel 
and said bottom to form a stacking recess between the 
lower portion of said inner side wall panel and its said 
associated intermediate side wall panel, said recess being 
adapted to receive the upper edge of a side ‘wall of a 
carton stacked thereunder; two pairs of ?rst geminal 
panels each of which is articulatedto an adjacent end 
of each of said primary panels and adapted, on folding 
along its line of articulation, to form part of a ?rst inter 
mediate end wall; two pairs of second geminal panels 
each of which is articulated to an adjacent end of each 
of said auxiliary panels and adapted, on folding along 
its line of articulation, to form part of a second inter 
mediate end wall in face-to-face contact with said ?rst 
intermediate end wall; a rectangular cut-out portion 
formed in one marginal side edge of each of said geminal 
panels and a rectangular tongue projecting from the re 
maining marginal side edge of each of said geminal 
panels; a pair of ?rst ancillary panels each articulated, 
along one side edge thereof, to an adjacent end edge of 
said bottom and each adapted, on ‘folding along its line 
of articulation, to form an outer end wall panel in face 
to-face contact with said ?rst intermediate end wall, a 
pair of intermediate panels each articulated, along one 
side edge thereof, to the remaining side edge of an asso 
ciated said ?rst ancillary panel and adapted, on folding 
along its line of articulation, to form the upper edge of 
a said end wall; a pair of aligned rectangular slots formed 
in each intermediate panel and extending into each associ 
ated ?rst ancillary panel; a pair of second ancillary panels 
each articulated, along one side edge thereof, to the re 
maining side edge of an associated said intermediate panel 
and adapted, on folding along its line of articulation to 
form an inner end wall panel in face-to-face contact with 
said second intermediate end Wall; each said slot of each 
said aligned pair thereof, on folding of the blank and 
erection of the carton, being in registry with a said out 
out portion formed in an associated and adjacent ?rst 
geminal panel and an associated and adjacent second 
geminal panel, whereby, each said slot, the edges of the 
said associated and adjacent cut-outs and those parts, de 
?ned by said edges, of an adjacent inner end wall panel, 
form a pair of transversely spaced stacking recesses in 
each of said pair of mutually opposed end walls; a pair 
of locking tongues each projecting from the free edge of 
each of said second ancillary panels; and a pair of locking 
slots each formed in said main panel adjacent to an asso 
ciated said sixth common score line and adapted, on said 
folding of said second ancillary panels, to receive and co 
operate With an associated said one of said locking 
tongues whereby all of said panels are locked in mutually 
cooperating position with one another and all of said 
inner wall panels are substantially normal to said bottom; 
each said rectangular tongue projecting from each said 
gerninal panel being adapted, on folding of the blank 
and erection of the carton, to project through an adjacent 
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and associated said locking slot in said bottom and termi 
nating in alignment with said ?anges, said tongues there 
by forming aligned pairs of transversely spaced stacking 
legs each adapted to ?t into and interlock with an asso 
ciated said stacking recess in the end walls of a carton 
located immediately thereunder; each of said stacking re 
cesses in the end walls of said carton being adapted to 
receive and interlock with a stacking leg of a carton lo 
cated immediately above, said side edges of each of said 
cut-out portions preventing lateral movement of the 
stacking legs of cartons in a stack thereof, and said de 
?ned parts of each of said inner end wall panels prevent 
ing longitudinal movement of the stacking legs of the 
cartons in said stack thereof. 

6. A one-piece blank according to claim 5 including a 
?rst incision in each line of articulation between each 
primary panel and the main panel, a second correspond 
ing incision in each line of articulation between each pri 
mary panel and the associated auxiliary panel, a third in 
cision in each said primary panel normal to and connect 
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ing one end of said ?rst and second incisions together, 
and a connecting score line, parallel to said third incision, 
in each of said primary panels for connecting the other 
end of said ?rst and second incisions together, said ?rst, 
second and third incisions, and said connecting score line, 
de?ning a stacking gate panel which, on folding of the 
blank and erection of the carton, forms a stacking gate 
extending along the central transverse axis of the carton. 
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