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This invention relates to an improved dispensing con 
tainer or carton for sheet material, particularly thin, 
plastic ?lm and the like for wrapping purposes which 
are packaged in wound rolls that are provided in the 
container. More particularly, the invention relates to a 
dispensing container having a sheet cutting or severing 
means and a shorter exit route for the sheet or ?lm mate 
rial stored therein than is found in conventional dispens 
ing cartons. 

Conventional dispenser cartons, in which relatively 
small rolls of waxed paper, plastic ?lm, metal foil and 
other commonly employed sheet Wrapping materials are 
packaged for domestic and analogous uses are not 0rdi-‘ 
narily adapted for convenient use with particularly thin 
plastic sheet. By the term “thin plastic sheet or ?lm” is 
meant a sheet or ?lm having a thickness not in excess 
of about 0.75 mil. Such sheets are usually in the range 
of from about 0.2 mil to 0.65 mil. These thin sheets are 
easily damaged by the application of relatively small 
forces such as those encountered in Withdrawing sheet 
from a conventional dispensing box. Frequently, in 
withdrawing such thin plastic ?lm from a dispensing 
container, the desired material is damaged by rupture, in— 
duced by excessive ?nger pressure, or torn by the sharp 
edges of the container. 

Further, conventional dispensing containers present 
considerable dii?culty when the desired portion of the 
?lm is to be cut from the supply roll. If the cutting 
means attached to the box is at an undesirable angle 
with respect to the surface of the ?lm being severed, 
manual perforation of the ?lm may take place before 
the cutting means severs the dispensed portion. Other 
di?iculties which may arrive involve distortion, that is 
actual stretching of the ?lm, and wrinkling if a strain 
is applied to either sever the desired portion or remove 
it from the container. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an im 
proved dispensing container for thin plastic ?lm. 

It is still a further object of this invention to provide 
a dispensing container from which thin plastic film may 
be withdrawn using a minimum of mechanical force. 

Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 
dispensing container for thin ?lm having a cutting means 
disposed in an optimum position. 

These objects and other bene?ts may be achieved by 
employing a dispensing carton comprising a hollow, gen 
erally rectangular box having a bottom, two end panels, 
a front panel, a rear panel, a lid member, said lid member 
comprising a generally rectangular panel, three of the 
sides of said panel having a downwardly facing ?ange, 
said ?ange being adapted to slidably enclose said ends 
and said front of said box, said lid being pivotly attached 
to the upper edge of said rear panel of said box: a cutting 
edge projecting outwardly from said box generally posi 
tioned at the juncture of said bottom and said front 
panels, and said cutting edge lying in a plane generally 
coplanar with said bottom, said front panel extending 
upwardly to about one-half the height of the box, and 
smoothly folded inwardly through an angle of about at 
least 180°. 
The invention, as well as additional objects and advan 

tages thereof will best be understood when the following 
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detailed description is read in connection with the accom 
panying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view, partly broken away of a 

?lm dispenser in accordance with this invention, and in 
cluding a roll of ?lm in the dispenser. 
FIGURE 2 is an elevational view of the front of the 

dispenser shown in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an end. elevational view of the dispenser 

shown in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 

4—4 of FIGURE 1. 
Referring to FIGURES 1, 2 and 3, there is shown 

a ?lm dispenser indicated generally by the numeral 10 
comprising a generally rectangular box 12 having ends 
14 and back panel 16, a bottom 17, and the front panel 
13. Pivotly attached to the box 12 is a cover or lid 29 
having a ?ange 21, slidably engaging the box 12. A 
cutting means 22 having a serrated edge 23 is af?xed to 
the bottom 17, the cutter 22 projecting outwardly from 
the box 12 in a plane generally coplanar with that of the 
bottom 17. Within the dispensing container it} is located 
a roll of ?lm 24, carried on a core 25. A portion of the 
?lm 27 exends outwardly from beneath the central por 
tion of ?ange 21. 
The cross sectional view, FIGURE 4 serves to illustrate 

the relationship between the roll 24, front panel 1%, 
center bar 22, and the ?ange 21 viewed along the line 
4-4 of FIGURE 2. 
The cross sectional view of FIGURE 5 serves to illus 

trate an alternate relationship between the roll 21%, front 
panel 18, cutter bar 22, and the ?ange 21. If the roll 
positioning of FIGURE 4 is reversed, the section shown 
in FIGURE 5 results. 
The operation of the invention may best be under 

stood by describing the withdrawal and severing, in por 
tions, of the ?lm contained therein. The dispensing 
container it) is grasped in one hand and a portion of the 
?lm 27 from the roll 24 is grasped in the other hand. 
The portion of the ?lm 27 is gently withdrawn away from 
the container 1t} causing the roll 24 and its core to rotate. 
The container 10 and ?lm section 27 are positioned in 
such a manner that the ?lm 27 is in contact with cutting 
means 22. The box 10 is rotated relative to the ?lm 
section 27 to provide ?rm engagement of the cutter 
bar 22 with the ?lm 2'7 with su?icient force applied to 
sever the desired portion of the ?lm 27. 
As the ?lm portion 27 is withdrawn from the container 

10 between the ?ange 21 and the front panel 13, the ?lm 
27 is removed directly from the roll and is not required 
to be in sliding contact with a signi?cant portion of any 
of the container surfaces. A similar situation exists if 
the roll is inverted as may be appreciated from FIGURES 
4 and 5 when only a short and direct route exists from 
the supply roll 24 to the exterior of the container in. 
The maximum cutting ef?ciency is achieved by mount 

ing cutter blade 22 in a plane generally parallel to the 
bottom of the container 17. Thus, in the case of parti 
cularly thin and weak ?lm, the severing means 22 is 
applied in the most ef?cient manner. 
The dispenser box may be fabricated either of wood, 

?ber board, or plastic, such as polystyrene or other mate 
rials Which have suitable characteristics. Similarly, the 
shape of the dispenser box in the manner of hinging the 
cover onto the box or of providing the generally smooth 
curved edge of the front panel may be changed as long 
as the described relationship between the cover, cutting 
blade, and roll and front panel is maintained. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A dispensing carton consisting essentially of a 

hollow, generally rectangular box having a bottom, two 
end panels, a front panel, a rear panel, a lid member, 
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said lid member comprising a generally rectangular panel, 
three of the sides of said panel having a downwardly 
facing ?ange, said ?ange being adapted to slidably enclose 
said ends and a portion of said front of said box, the 
?ange enclosing a portion of the front panel of the box 
for a vertical distance substantially less than one-half the 
height of said front panel, the un?anged edge of said lid 
being pivotly attached to the upper edge of said rear panel 
of said box; a cutting edge projecting outwardly from 
said box, said cutting edge generally positioned at the 
juncture of said bottom and said front panel, and said 
cutting edge lying in a plane generally coplanar with 
said bottom; said front panel extending upwardly to 
about one-half of the height of said box and smoothly 
folded inwardly and secured at an angle of at least 180°. 

2. A dispensing container in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein said ?ange extends downwardly for a distance 
of about one-half the height of said box. 

3. A dispensing container in accordance with claim 1, 
having disposed therein a wound supply roll of a thin ?lm. 
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4. A container in accordance with the container set 
forth in claim 3, wherein said ?lm is a plastic ?lm having 
a thickness less than about 0.75 mil. 
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