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This invention relates to a tra?ic signal device and 
more particularly concerns a signal device of the type 
used on highways to warn of a stopped vehicle. 
An object of this invention is to provide an improved 

traffic signal device which is of simple construction and 
inexpensive to manufacture; which may be rolled or fold 
ed into compact form when not in use, yet is extended to 
form a conspicuous signalling means when in actual use 
and which is readily prepared for use. 
A further object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved tra?ic signal device in the form of an in?atable 
?exible envelope, which is formed of colored plastic sheet 
ing and may be quickly in?ated to provide a conspicuous 
and immediately noticeable signal means. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
signal device of the character described which comprises 
a light weight ?exible envelope, together with ?exible 
valve means which permits the envelope to be quickly in 
?ated for use; said in?ated envelope lending itself to po 
sitioning in an upright manner while secured to a suitable 
base by means of adhesive tape provided for the purpose. 

Other objects of this invention will in part be obvious 
and in part hereinafter pointed out. 

In the drawing, FIG. 1 is a front elevational View of 
a signal device embodying the invention with parts broken 
away; 

FIG. 2 is an end view of the device shown in FIG. 1 
mounted on a base element; and 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of 
FIG. 1. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, 16 designates a 
tra?ic warning signal device embodying the invention. 
The same comprises a ?exible, tubular envelope 11 formed 
of extruded thin plastic material such as polyethylene or 
the like. 
The envelope ll in de?ated, ?attened form comprises 

opposed rectangular shaped walls 12, 13 which may have 
a length 3 to 4 times the width thereof. Walls 12, 13 
are hot seamed together at one end thereof, as at 14, 
to provide an air tight closure at said end. The enve 
lope ll is also hot seamed at its other end, as at 15, in 
a manner similar to the formation of seam 14, except 
that a thin, ?attened, ?exible valve element 16 is inserted 
etween the seamed edge portions l7, 13. 
Valve element 16 is of a known construction, being 

formed of extruded, thin plastic material to provide limp 
walls 19 in opposed relation; said element being open at 
the opposite ends thereof 2%, 2-1. The valve element 16 
is suitably located at a central point in seam line 15, 
with one end portion 22 projecting interiorly within en 
velope 11 and the other end portion 23 projecting out 
wardly of the envelope 11. 

It will be apparent that envelope ll may be readily 
in?ated by blowing into the outer portion 2-3 of valve 
element 16. The limp walls of the inner portion 22 of 
the valve element 16 are held in contacting relation by 
the build up of pressure within the envelope, thus elfec 
tively sealing the in?ated envelope. 
The envelope 11 is formed of plastic material of con— 

spicuous coloring so as to readily attract attention. Fur 

thermore, the walls 12, 13 thereof are imprinted in con 
trasting colors with selected Warming signals. When the 
envelope 11 has been fully in?ated, it will assume an 
elongated, pillowlike condition. Such envelope is then 
disposed in an upright condition at a suitable location in 
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respect to the parked vehicle, so as to serve as a warn 
ing signal for oncoming vehicles. 
To this end, envelope 11 can be anchored to a base 

member by means of adhesive tape. Thus, a hub cap 
indicated at 25 serves as a base member. A pair of tape 
members 26, 27 are provided, for securing envelope 11 to 
base member 25. Tape members 25, 27 are provided with 
the usual cover layers, not shown, which are stripped off 
to expose pressure sensitive coatings on the tape mem— 
bers. 

The tape members 26, 27 are secured to the lower end 
portions of envelope, to walls l2, 13 thereof, and pro 
jecting end portions of said tape members are secured to 
top surface portions of the base member 25. 
When envelope 11 is not in actual use, it is readily de 

?ated, as by inserting a tubular strawlike member, not 
shown, into valve element 15, to allow the air within 
said envelope to escape. The envelope, can then be fold— 
ed into compact form for storage until it is to be used 
again as a warning signal. A number of tape members 
25, 2'? are provided for multiple uses of the device 169. 
The envelope 11 can bear coatings or imprints of ?uo 

rescent inks so as to be self illuminating in the glare of 
the lights of oncoming vehicles at night. As the devices 
iii are extremely economical to produce, the same may 
be discarded, if desired, after a single usage. 
As various changes might be made in the embodiment 

of the invention herein disclosed without departing from 
the spirit thereof, it is understood that all matter herein 
shown or described shall be deemed illustrative and not 
by way of limitation, except as set forth in the appended 
claims. 

Having thus disclosed my invention I claim as new and 
desire to protect by Letters Patent: 

1. A highway trailic Warning signal device comprising 
an elongated rectangular in?atable envelope including op 
posed rectangular wall portions, said walls being secured 
together about their peripheral edges, a thin ?exible valve 
member secured between edge portions of said wall por 
tions, one end of said valve member projecting into the 
interior of said envelope and the other end projecting out 
wardly of said envelope whereby said envelope may be 
in?ated, and adhesive tape means on one end of said en 
velope for securing the in?ated envelope to a base while 
disposing the in?ated envelope in an upright signalling 
condition, said envelope being foldable to flat compact 
form when not in use. 

2. A highway tra?ic warning signal device comprising 
an in?atable rectangular envelope, said envelope compris 
ing a tubular member of thin limp plastic sheeting, said 
tubular member being sealed transversely at the opposite 
ends thereof, a ?attened tubular valve device of thin ?exi 
ble material secured between sealed edge portions of 
said tubular member at one end thereof, said valve device 
including one end portion thereof projecting interior-1y of 
said envelope and another end portion projecting exterior 
ly of said envelope, and a plurality of adhesive tape sec 
tions on opposite sides of said envelope at one end thereof 

for securing said envelope in its in?ated condition to a 
base while disposing said in?ated envelope in an upright 
warning position. 

3. A highway traf?c warning signal device compris 
ing an elongated, rectangular ?exible in?atable envelope 
adapted to be rolled or folded to a compact condition 
when not in use, said envelope including ?exible, roll 
able and foldable valve means for in?ating said envelope, 
and ?exible adhesive tape means on opposite sides of 
said envelope at one end thereoiE for securing said in?ated 
envelope in a predetermined relation to a base. 

4. A highway traffic warning signal device comprising 
a ?attened rectangular tubular envelope having the trans 
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verse opposed end edges at‘ the opposite ends thereof 
sealed together, an elongated, ?exible ?attened tubular 
valve means secured between the sealed edges of said en 
velope at one end thereof Within one end of said valve 
means projecting interiorli/ of said envelope and the other 
end thereof projecting exteriorly of said envelope for in 
?ating said envelope, and a plurality of adhesive tape 
strips on one end of said in?ated envelope for securing 
said envelope to a base member in an upright Warning 
position. 10 
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