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10 Claims. (Cl. ass-7) 

This invention relates in general to containers for the 
shipping and storage of hanger supported garments and 
the like, and, more particularly, to an improved hanger 
support bar for such a container. 

This application is a continuation-in-part of our co 
pending application, Serial No. 749,125, ?led July 17, 
1958, now Patent No. 3,035,688, which is, in turn, a con~ 
tinua-tion-in-part of our application, Serial No. 544,774, 
?led November 3, 1955, and now Patent No. 3,003,617, 
issued October 10, 1961. i 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved support bar for a garment packing case, which 
support bar receives the hooked ends of the garment 
hangers so as to retain the garment hangers, with the 
garments thereon, Within the packing case in a manner 
that reduces the possibility of the garments becoming 
wrinkled. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a hanger support bar that has end brackets for 
mounting the bar on the upper ends of opposite walls 
of the packing case, and wherein the brackets will rein 
force those upper ends. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a hanger support bar which includes a garment-hanger 
supporting member that spans the space between the 
end brackets and is permanently secured thereto at out 
wardly struck tongues that are formed on the bracket. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a hanger support bar which secures the hook ends of the 
garment hangers in place so that if the packing case is 
upended or tilted, the hook ends will not turn or become 
separated from the support bar. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a garment packing case which embodies the improved 
hanger support bar, eliminating the use of a garment 
retaining insert of the type that bears against the shoul 
ders of the garments in the carton. 
The attainment of the above and further objects of 

the present invention will be apparent from the follow 
ing description taken in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawing forming a part thereof. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a garment packing case 

embodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded fragmentary perspective view 

of the hanger support bar of the present invention; 
FIGS. 3 and 4 are fragmentary sectional views taken 

along lines 3—3 and 4-—4 respectively of FIG. 1 but 
with the case closed; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view on an enlarged 
scale of a portion of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is an exploded fragmentary perspective view 
of ‘a modi?ed form of hanger support bar of the present 
invention; and 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view like FIG. 5 
but showing the hanger support bar of FIG. 6. 

Referring now in more detail and by the reference 
characters to the drawing, which illustrates preferred eni 
bodiments of the present invention, 1 designates a gar 
ment packing case which may, by way of example, be 
of a type shown in our copending application, Serial No. 
749,125, now Patent No. 3,035,688. The garment pack~ 
ing case 1 is formed from a single blank of suitable heavy 
corrugated ?berboard, or the like, which is cut and scored 
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according to predetermined design, such as to facilitate 
folding thereof into the rectilinear carton or case shown 
in FIG. 1. The case .1 includes opposed side walls 3, 5 
which have top ?aps 7, 9 inturned against the associated 
side wall to form double thickness side wall top portions. 
Joining the corresponding vertical margins of the side 
walls .3, 5 is a back wall 11 which has a top flap 13 
adapted to be folded downwardly against the top edges 
14, 16 of the side walls 3, 5. The front wall of the case 
1 includes an upturned door sill 15 and a door 17, the 
latter being swingable about a vertical axis to any de 
sired open position, as to the indicated open position in 
FIG. 1, to afford unrestricted access to the container 
through a front opening 19. The door sill 15 may be 
secured to a short side wall ?ange 21 by staples 23. The 
door 17 also has a top flap 25 of the same size and for 
the same purpose as the top ?ap 13. The bottom of the 
case 1 may be closed by bottom ?aps 27, 29 which extend 
from the lower margins of the door sill 15 and back wall 
11, respectively. 

Provided for removable mounting on the double thick 
ness side wall top portions is a garment hanger bar 31 
which is preferably formed of a suitable heavy gauge 
sheet metal. The bar 31 comprises an inverted channel 
member 33 having a rectangular bight 35 for engagement 
by the hook ends e of garment hangers h, and spaced 
parallel depending legs 37, 39. Suitably secured to the 
ends of the channel 33 are brackets 41, 43, each of which 
is of inverted U-shape in transverse section. The brack~ 
ets 41, d3 include bights 45, 47 and spaced parallel de 
pending legs 49, 51, 53, 55. Downwardly from the bights 
45, 47, the bracket legs 51, 53} are formed with out 
wardly struck tongues 57, 59, e1, ‘63 (leaving a plurality 
of openings 65), that ?t ?ush against and are welded at 
a plurality of spots 67 to the inside faces of the legs 
37, 39. 
As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 3, ‘the overall length of 

the bar 31 is predetermined with regard to the spacing 
of the side walls 3, 5, so that the bar 31 will span the 
side walls 3, 5 with the brackets 41, 43 seated in em 
bracing rclation to the side wall top portions ‘and bear 
ing against the side wall top edges. The bar 31 is sub 
stantially centered on the side walls 3, 5 and not only 
aifords the mounting support for the book ends (2 of 
the garment hangers h, but serves in ‘addition, to rigidity 
and strengthen the container. This latter function is 
facilitated by making the brackets 41, 43 of such size 
that each has a relatively large seating contact area with 
its associated side wall, particularly over the side wall 
top edges. 
Welded to and projecting through and upwardly from 

the channel bight 35 are threaded studs 71, 73 which are 
adapted to project through holes 75, 77 in a retainer or 
clamping strip 79. The clamping plate 79' is of a length 
substantially equal to that of the channel 33 and is adapted 
to overlie the book ends e of the hangers h. The clamp 
ing strip 79 has downwardly and outwardly projecting 
?anges 81, 33 which extend laterally beyond either side 
of the legs 37, 39 for engagement with the hook ends 
of the hangers. Wing nuts 85, 87 may be threaded onto 
the studs 71, 73 to secure the strip 79 in clamping posi 
tion over the hanger ends. 
With the garment packing case 1 set up as shown in 

FIG. 1, the hanger bar 31 is mounted in place. The wing 
nuts 65, 87 and the clamping strip 79 are removed so 
that ‘hanger supported garments g such as suits, dresses, 
and the like, may be inserted through the opening 19 into 
the ease, and the hook ends of the hanger placed on the 
top of the channel 33. When the desired number of 
garments, within or up to the capacity of the container, 
have been hung therein, the clamping strip 79‘ is replaced 
and the wing nuts 85, 87 tightened to secure the hook ends 
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e between the clamping strip 79 and channel 3. Then the 
door 19 may be closed to bring it coplanar with the door 
sill 15, where upon the top ?aps 113, 25 may be closed by 
bringing them downwardly against the side wall top edges 
and the bights 45, 47 of the brackets 41, 43. Then the 
case ‘1 may be sealed with suitable sealing tape 91. 
The clamping strip 79 will lie below the plane of the 

top wall side edges 14, 16 and also below the bracket 
bights 45, 47 so as not to interfere with the closing of the 
top ?aps 13, 25 or cause a bulge at the top to the closed 
case. The clamping strip 79 retains the hook ends in 
place, preventing the hangers from swinging or turning 
should the case 1 be upended or tilted during handling 
thereof. This assists in preventing the garments from 
becoming wrinkled. When the case 1 is subsequently‘ 
opened, the wing nuts and clamping strip 79 may be easily 
removed to permit the hook ends of the hangers to be 
withdrawn from the bar 33. The clamping strip 79 and 
wing nuts may be replaced whereupon the hook ends of 
the hangers may be temporarily supported on the top of 
the clamping strip 79. 
A modi?ed form of hanger bar is shown in FIGS. 6 

and 7 wherein the same reference numerals indicate the 
same parts as in FIGS. 1-5. In the modi?ed hanger bar, 
the studs 71, 73, wing nuts 85, 87 and the holes 75, 77 in 
the clamping strip 79 are eliminated. To secure the 
clamping strip 79 removably to the channel 33 a plu 
rality of clamping springs 90, 90 are used. Each spring 
90 is a generally U-shaped band end extends over the 
top of the clamping strip 79 and has arcuate arms 91, 93 
extending downwardly ‘adjacent to the legs 37, 39 of the 
channel 33, terminating in ends 95, 97 that are adapted 
to hook under the legs 37, 39. 
The springs 90 hold the clamping strip 79 and channel 

33 together when the channel 33 is free of garment hangers 
12. When it is desired to place garment hangers on the 
channel 33, one of the ends, for example 97, is grasped 
and pulled away from the associated channel leg 39, at 
the same time pushing the central part of the spring arm 
91 toward the channel leg. This tends to straighten the 
arm 91 enabling the end 97 to clear the bottom edge of 
the leg 39, whereupon the spring 90 may ‘be removed. 

After garment hangers it have been placed on the chan 
nel 33, the clamping strip 79 is placed over the hangers, 
as shown in FIG. 7. The arms 91, 93 of each spring are 
then spread apart a sufficient amount to clear the ?anges 
81, 83 whereupon the arms are released. Then by pressing 
inwardly on the arms 91, 93 the ends 95, 97 may be made 
to hook under the bottom edges of the legs 37, 39‘ at 
which time the arms 91, 93 may be released. The forces 
of the spring 90 ?rmly retain the clamping strip 79 in 
place to secure the garment hanger hooks e to the chan‘ 
nel 33. The springs 90 preferably lie at or below the 
top plane of the side wall top edges aof the case so as 
not to interfere with closing thereof. 

In compliance with the requirements of the patent 
statutes we have herein shown and described a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. It is, however, to be 
understood that the invention is not limited to the 
precise construction herein shown, the same being rnere 
ly illustrative of the principles of the invention. 
What is considered new and sought to be secured by 

Letters Patent is: 
1. A hanger support bar for a garment packing case, 

said support bar comprising inverted U-shaped end brack 
ets adapted to embrace the upper ends of opposed walls 
of the packing case, each said end bracket having a pair 
of spaced tongues outwardly struck from one leg thereof, 
and a member spanning the space between the brackets 
and adapted to support the hook ends of garment hangers, 
the tongues of the brackets ?tting ?ush against the mem 
ber and being permanently and rigidly secured thereto. 

2. A hanger support bar for a garment packing case, 
said support bar comprising inverted U-shaped end brack 
ets adapted to embrace the upper ends of opposed walls 
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4 
of the packing case, each said end bracket having a pair 
of spaced tongues outwardly struck from one leg thereof, 
and an inverted U-shaped member spanning the space 
between the brackets, the bight of said member constitut 
ing the top thereof and being adapted to support the hook 
ends of garment hangers, the tongues of the brackets 
?tting ?ush against the legs of the member and being 
permanently and rigidly secured thereto, the bight of the 
member being spaced downwardly from the bights of the 
brackets, a retainer overlying the top of the member and 
engaging the garment hooks, and means for removably 
securing the retainer to the member. 

3. A hanger support bar for a garment packing case, 
said support bar comprising inverted U-shaped end brack 
ets adapted to embrace the upper ends of opposed walls 
of the packing case, each said end bracket having a pair 
of spaced tongues outwardly struck from one leg thereof, 
a member spanning the space between the brackets, the 
tongues of the brackets ?tting against the member, said 
member having a top for receiving and supporting the 
hook ends of garment hangers, a retainer overlying the 
top of the member and having depending ?anges engag 
ing said hook ends, and means for removably attaching 
the retainer to the member -to clamp the book ends be 
tween the retainer and top of the member. 

4. In a garment packing case, a body having front, 
back and opposite side walls each having top ?aps, said 
front wall having a lower portion between side walls and 
de?ning therewith a front opening affording access to the 
body interior, the front wall further having an upper 
portion constituting a door movable to and from a closed 
position relative to said front opening, said front wall 
top ?ap being on said door, the top ?aps of the 'back 
wall and door being foldable against the top edges of the 
side walls to form a top closure for the container body, 
the combination with a hanger support bar extending 
between the side walls below the top closure, said bar 
having a member with a top engageable by the hook ends 
of garment hangers, inverted U-shaped end brackets at 
the ends of the member embracing the side wall top por 
tions and supporting the top of the member inwardly of 
the body from the plane of the side wall top edges, a 
hanger retainer for overlying the top of the member and 
engaging garment hooks thereon, and means for remov 
ably attaching the retainer to the member to clamp the 
hook ends between the retainer and said top. 

5. In a garment packing case, a body foldable out of 
a ?berboard blank providing, front, back and opposite 
side Walls each having .top ?aps, said front wall having 
a lower portion between side walls and de?ning there 
with a front opening affording access to the body interior, 
the front wall further having an upper portion constitut 
ing a door movable to and from ‘a closed position relative 
to said front opening, said front wall top ?ap being on 
said door, the top ?ap of each side wall being inturned 
thereagainst forming a double thickness side wall top 
portion, the top ?aps of the back wall and door being 
foldable against the top edges of the side Walls to form 
a top closure for the container body, the combination with 
a hanger support bar extending between the side walls 
below the top closure, said bar having a member with a 
top engageable by the hook ends of garment hangers, 
means at the ends of the member engaging the side wall 
top portions and supporting the top of the member in 
wardly of the body from the plane of the side wall top 
edges, a hanger retainer ‘for overlying the top of the 
member and engaging garment hooks thereon, said re 
tainer having side ?anges directed toward the interior of 
the ‘body and engaging the hook ends, and means for 
removably attaching the retainer to the member to clamp 
the hook ends between the retainer and the top of said 
member. 

6. A garment packing case according to claim 5 where 
in the lastamentioned means comprises a plurality of 
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spring-like bands embracing the member and retainer 
and secured to one of the two. 

7. A hanger support bar ‘for a garment packing case, 
said support bar comprising end brackets for supporting 
engagement with opposed walls of the packing case, a 
member spanning the space between the brackets and 
being rigidly secured to each and having a top for receiv 
ing and supporting the hook ends of garment hangers, 
a retainer overlying the top of the member for disposition 
against the hook ends of the garment hangers, and a plu 
rality of downwardly opening U-shaped spring bands 
overlying the retainer and embracing said member and 
having end portions releasably hooking under the mem 
ber to hold the member and retainer in assembled re 
lationship. 

8. A hanger support bar for a garment packing case, 
said support ‘bar comprising ‘end brackets for supporting 
engagement with opposed walls of the packing case, a 
member spanning the space between the brackets and 
being rigidly secured to each and having a top for re 
ceiving and supporting the hook ends of garment hangers, 
the top of the member being downwardly from the tops 
of the brackets, a retainer overlying the top of the mem 
ber for disposition against the hook ends of the garment 
hangers, and a plurality of downwardly opening U-shaped 
spring bands overlying the retainer and embracing said 
member and having arcuate sides spaced from the ad 
jacent sides of the member, said sides terminating in 
ends that hook under the member and hold the latter 
and retainer in assembled relationship when the arcuate 
sides are pressed together a su?icient amount to urge 
said ends under the member. 

9. In a garment packing case, a body foldable out of 
a ?berboard blank providing, front, back and opposite side 
walls each having top ?aps, said front wall having a lower 
portion between side walls and de?ning therewith a front 
opening affording access to the body interior, the front 
wall further having an upper portion constituting a door 
movable to and from a closed position relative to said 
front opening, said front wall top ?ap being on said door, 
the top flap of each side wall lbeing inturned thereagainst 
forming a double thickness side wall top portion, the top 
?aps of the back wall and door being foldable against 
the top edges of the side walls to 'form a top closure for 
the container body, the combination with ‘a hanger sup 
port bar extending between the side walls below the top 
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closure, said bar having a member with a top en-gagea‘ble 
by the hook ends of garment hangers, inverted U-shaped 
brackets at the ends of the members embracing the double 
thickness side wall top portions and supporting the top 
of the member inwardly of the body from the plane of 
the side wall top edges, a hanger retainer overlying the 
top ‘of the member and engaging garment hooks thereon, 
and a plurality of downwardly opening U~shaped spring 
bands overlying the hanger retainer and embracing the 
member and having end portions releasably hooking under 
the member to hold the retainer against the hook ends 
of the garment hangers. 

10. In a garment packing case, a body foldable out of 
?berboard blank material to provide front, back and op 
posite side walls each having top flaps, said front wall 
having a lower portion between side walls and de?ning 
therewith a front opening aifording access to the body 
interior, the front wall further having an uppor portion 
constituting a door movable to and from a closed posi 
tion relative to said front opening, said front wall top 
?ap being on said door, the top ?ap of each side wall 
being in-turned thereagainst forming a double side wall 
top portion, the top ?aps of the back wall and door being 
folda‘ble against the top edges of the side walls to form a 
top closure for the container body, the combination with 
a hanger support bar extending between the side walls 
below the top closure, said bar having a member with 
a top engageable by the book ends of garment hangers, 
brackets at the ends of the member and engaging the side 
wall top portions and supporting the top of the member 
inwardly of the ‘body from the plane of the side wall top 
edges, a hanger retainer for overlying the top of the 
member and engaging garment hooks thereon, and means 
for removably attaching the retainer to the member to 
clamp the hook ends between the retainer and said 
member. 
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