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This invention is directed to carrying cases, relating in 
particular to carrying cases of the brief case type, wherein 
the interior thereof is composed of folded attached sec 
tions for a podium structure. i 
The object of this invention is to provide a carrying 

case of substantially a ̀ siîe or shape of the brief case type 
when in closed position and which includes in its interior 
folded members which constitute a folded podium, said 
folded members including a center section which is per 
manently and hingedly mounted to the top wall of the case 
with an additional folded member, in each instance, 
hinged to each end of the center section. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a carry 

ing case of substantially a size or shape of the brief case 
when in closed condition and which includes in its ín 
ter-lor, folded members which constitute a folded podium, 
with the back wall of the case so constructed that it literal 
ly seals the case in closed position and in open position, 
forms the bottom support for the podium and additionally 
provides guide portions to maintain the side supports of 
the podium »in temporary fixed vertical position. 
With the above and other objects in v-iew, the invention 

consists in certain novel features and details of construc~ 
tion 'and arrangement of parts to be hereinafter more 
specifically described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. _ 

¿ln the drawings: 
PlGURE l is a perspective View of my carrying case in 

closed position. 
FIGURE 2 is a vertical sectional v-iew of my invention 

on the line l-Zl of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a rear view of my invention with the rear 

panel in lowered position. 
FIGURE 4 is a side view in cross-section with the 

podium in operative position. 
Referring to the drawing in detail, where like numerals 

of reference denote corresponding parts, the reference 
character lil denotes the carrying case, as a whole, in 
folded condition having a front panel wall 11, a rear 
panel wall l2, a top wall i3, side panel walls 14 and 
a bottom wall l5, see FIGURES 2 and 4. The front 
wall l1 is permanently secured to the top, bottom and 
side walls i3, 15 and 14, respectively, by gluing and 
taping land other fastening means, and with the last named 
walls extending inwardly, at substantially right angles 
from said front wall. 

Attention is directed to the fact that the width of the 
bottom wall 'or panel l5 is greater than the top wall or 
panel ‘i3 whereby the width of the side walls i4 is less 
at the top than ‘at the bottom. The useful purpose for 
this will be explained later. 

The back panel wall l?. is hingedly mounted to the bot 
tom wall le' through use of tape and backing. The outside 
surface of the rear panel 16 is flat and smooth and has 
attached adjacent its top edge, spaced securing straps 17. 
The inside surface i8 of the back panel has a vertically 
extending rectangularly shaped strip i9 secured substan 
tially flush with each edge Ztl. Each strip 19 terminates 
just short of the bottom and top edges 21 and 22 respec 
tively, of said back panel leaving a space 23- in each 
instance which is slightly larger than the thickness 24 
and 25, respectively, of the top and bottom walls. 
An enlarged rectangularly shaped ñap or pocket 26 is 

secured along its side Iand bottom edges to the inside dat 
surface 16 of the back panel with its side edges 27 run 
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ning parallel with the strips 19 and having a channel 28 
disposed therebetween. 
The width of these channels is slightly greater than the 

thickness lof the side walls i4 and of suiiicient depth to 
receive or enclose the entire edge of the side wal-l and 
a pontion of the area adjacent said edge when said carry» 
ing case is closed. This condition is brought about 
through the open spaces 23 between the ends of the strips 
and the top and bottom edges of the back panel whereby, 
as the oase is closed the top and bottom surfaces adjacent 
the top and bottom edges of the back panel can be brought 
to bear directly against the edges of the top and bottom 
walls i3 and 1S, respectively. In closed condition and 
by virtue of the fact that the edges of the strips push 
inward, the top and bottom Walls are supported at their 
forward edges by the strip ends. 

ln this the case can be securely closed when the straps 
17 are drawn through the spaced Iand parallel holders 
29 fixed -in the front panel wall adjacent the top edge of 
the panel il. ' 

Disposed within the area 30 bounded by the front and 
bottom and side wmls, is »a ilat member 3l. This mem 
ber is of slightly smaller area than the inside area 30 
bounded by the above mentioned Walls and is hingedly 
and permanently mounted to the inside face 32 of the top 
wal-l adjacent said back face 33 of said front wall. Hinged 
to the side ends of said member 3l »are side supports 34, 
which, when said case is to be closed, fold up against 
said member 3l which in turn may be caused to lie within 
the area 3d prior to closing the case. While I have con 
templated hinging the supports 3d» to the member 3l, the 
supports 34 could just as readily be hinged to the back 
surface of the front panel and swung outwardly with the 
member 3l resting on the top edges of the »supports 34 
in operative position. 

in operation `and when the case is to be opened and 
the podium is to be used, the following operation takes 
place. The back panel l2 »is caused -to lie ilat in a hori 
zontal position on a table or other supporting surface 
with the inside face i3 and strips 19 lying exposed. |The 
member 3l, with the aid of a tab 35 is lifted upwardly, 
permitting the side supports 34 to depend downwardly. 
rilhe greater part of the edges of the bottoms of the side 
supports are positioned by hand in the channels 28 thus 
temporarily mounting said supports 34 in vertical posi 
tion and with the forward parts 36 of the supports ad 
vanced within the tarea 39. In View of the hinged posi 
tion of the member 39, the forward part 37 of the mem 
ber Si. is also confined in the area 3d. in relation to the 
disposition of the members 31 and side supports 34 in 
podium position therefore, a speaker or other user is 
yafforded a strong and completely operable support on 
which papers can be placed and a speaker’s platform 
presented. In addition, to the peculiar mounting of the 
member 3l and side supports 34, the rear surface 16 of 
the back panel i2 is set at an angle to provide lan easier 
support base. When the members 31 and side supports 
34 -are stationed below the top panel i3, in operative 
podium position the top panel assumes the status of a rail 
3?@ which obstructs movement of papers or other material 
forwardly to fall on the table or door to the inconvenience 
of a user. A still further feature lies in the use of the 
holders 29 on the front panel il. When the case is being 
utilized as a podium, :the front panel 1l is, of course, in 
a vertical position. l contemplate utilizing these clips to 
mount identifying cards which may present the name of 
the speaker, the title of the subject matter being discussed, 
`or cards containing data illustrating points of interest 
being referred to by the speaker, all of which can be 
positioned in front of the podium and clearly discernible 
by an audience. 
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As will be apparent, the invention is susceptible to 
various change irl its form, proportion and minor details 
of construction, and the right is herein reserved to make 
such changes a-s properly fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

l claim: 
1. The combination with the body of a carrying case, 

a front wall, side walls, .a top and bottom wall, said side, 
top and bottom walls extending inwardly at substantially 
right angles from said front Wall, -a back Wall, said back 
wall hingedly mounted to said bottom Wall, «a substan 
tially rectangularly shaped dat panel, said panel hinged 
to the bottom surface of said top Wall adjacent said front 
Wall, side supports, said side supports normally folded 
against the inside surface of said front Wall and covered 
by said panel when said carrying case is closed, a pair 
of oppositely disposed and longitudinally extending rec 
tangularly shaped strips mounted on said back wall sub 
stantially íiush with the ends thereof and with the ends 
of said strips terminating just short of the bottom Vand 

' top edges of said back wall leaving a space between the 
ends of each strip and said last named edges which is 
greater than the thickness of the top and bottom walls, 
a rectangularly shaped pocket secured to the inside sur 
face of the back wall with the sides of said pocket par 
allel with said stnips, a channel of slightly greater width 
than the thickness of said side walls of said case formed 
by each strip and the side edges of said pocket in each 
instance, said supports adaptable to be swung out to ver 
tical position when said oase is opened and said back 
wall is lowered to horizontal position, said side supports 
in vertical position Iadaptable to be mounted in said 
channels with said panel resting on said supports. 
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2. The combination with the body ot a carrying case, 

a front wall, side walls, a top and bottom wall, said 
side, top and bottom Walls extending »inwardly at sub 
stantially right angles from said front wall, a back wall, 
said back wall hingedly mounted to ysaid bottom wall, ~a 
substantiallyv rectangul'arly shaped flat panel, said panel 
lnnged to the bottom surface of said top wall adjacent 
said front wall, side supports, said side supports normally 
folded against the inside surface of said front Wall and 
covered by said panel when said carrying case is closed, 
a pair of oppositely disposed and longitudinally extending 
rectangularly shaped strips mounted on said back wall sub 
stantialily flush with the ends thereof and with the ends 
of said strips terminating just short of the bottom and 
top edges of said back wall leaving a space between the 
ends of each strip `and said last named edges which is 
greater than the thickness of the top and bottom Walls, 
a rectangulariy shaped pocket secured to the inside surface 
of the back wall with the sides of said pocket parallel 
with said strips, a channel of slightly greater width than 
the thickness of said side walls of »said case formed by 
each strip and the side edges of said pocket in each in 
stance, said side walls ñtting within said channels when 
said oase is closed and with portions of the edges of said 
top and bottom walls ñtting Within said spaces. 
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