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This invention rel-ates to ‘a portable form of tape sup 
port and dispenser for pressure sensitive tapes and similar 
materials. - 

It is a primary object of the invention therefore to 
provide a device of this type which is supplied and used 
as a one-piece article, on which a roll of tape is easily 
mounted and which is unfailing in its operation. 

It is a further object to provide a strong, fully rein 
forced device for this purpose, formed of few parts and 
with a minimum of movable elements, to assure uniform 
operation over a long period of time. 

it is an additional object of this invention to provide 
a dispenser which is easily and readily operated and 
manipulated, and which provides for ready gripping of the 
tape after stripping ‘of a section of tape from a tape roll. 

in brief, this invention comprises a portable form of 
tape support and dispenser having a cylindrical sleeve on 
which a roll of tape is mounted. The sleeve is of a spring 
type, and is of such a nature that the roll of tape is freely 
movable therearound, but, at the same time, the fit is such 
that the sleeve does not readily slip out from Within the 
core of a roll of tape. A cutter head extends from the 
sleeve and, in operative position, rests upon the outside 
layer of tape. The head has a cutter therein for severing 
a strip of tape material, and it is situated with respect to 
the roll of tape so as to leave a gripping edge on the 
portion of the tape remaining on the roll. The head also 
has provision therein for exertion of pressure by the thumb 
or the web between the thumb and index ?nger of an 
operator, thereby permitting control ‘of the slippage be 
tween the dispenser and the roll of tape and also providing 
the resistive pressure on the dispenser necessary to sever 
a strip of tape from a roll. 
The above and other objects will be clear from the pre 

ceding brief description and the following more detailed 
description considered in connection with the drawings 
wherein: 
FlG. 1 is a perspective view of the tape dispenser and 

a roll of tape, in position to be assembled; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the assembled dispenser 

and tape, in position for the removal of a strip of tape 
from the roll; 

FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the dispenser, 
taken from the rear of FIG. 2, showing the roll of tape 
in elevation; and 

PEG. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the assembly, taken 
on the line li—-4 of FIG. 3. 

Referring now to the details of the drawings, the roll 
of tape 8 shown is a standard form of pressure sensitive 
tape, wound spirally on a cylindrical core 9. The dis 
penser 6 includes an inner sleeve it}, formedof strong 
resilient material such as spring steel or brass. The sleeve 
is of cylindrical form, corresponding in width and curva 
ture to the inner surface of the tape core 9' but having 
initially a diameter slightly larger than the interior sur 
face of the core 9'. The exterior surface 11 of the sleeve 
is smooth, to enable the roll of tape to slide or slip over 
the exterior surface of the sleeve during tape removal. 
The sleeve 19 preferably extends as a cylindrical support 
for the roll of tape most of the distance around its axis, 
terminating in free ends 13 adjacent the space 12. 

It will be understood that any length of sleeve which 
extends more ‘than 180° around its axis could be used, 
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although for ease of proper adjustment and uniformity 
of operation a length just short of 360°, as shown, is 
preferred. The width of the sleeve is preferably approxi 
mately the same as that of the core 9‘, although an exactly 
equal width is not required. An attachment lug‘14 is 
secured to the interior surface of the sleeve iii, as by braz 
ing, soldering or otherwise secured in any manner, permit 
ting the exterior sleeve surface to remain smooth and 
uninterrupted. 
The tape cutter head 15, preferably formed of strong, 

rigid sheet metal is especially designed to permit removal 
to a position such that a roll of tape can be placed over 
the sleeve 10, when in compressed condition, as shown 
in FIG. 1, and then moved to tape dispensing position as 
shown in FIG. 2. This is accomplished by providing a 
side supporting ‘arm 16 ?xedly connected to the ‘head 15, 
and preferably integral therewith, which extends inwardly 
toward and is attached to the lug 14 on the sleeve 10, 
eccentrically with respect to the axis thereof. The arm 
16 has a greater width where it joins the head proper, 
with a forward projection 16a for guiding the tape, the 
arm being curved rearwardly and becoming narrower to 
ward the lower or inner end, which is hingedly affixed to 
the attachment lug 14 as by bolt 17, shown as threaded 
into the interior of the lug 14. A plate 18 is positioned 
on the opposite side ‘of the head 15 from arm 16, plate 18‘ 
having a short, inwardly or downwardly projecting flange 
19 extending in position adjacent a sidewall face of the 
roll of tape when in operative tape removal position, as 
shown in FIG. 2. 
The head of the dispenser is shown as being formed of 

a strip of sheet metal to form a reinforced head 6 and 
handle Zil. Thus, the sheet metal extends horizontally 
at 21 to form the top of the head and rearwardly and 
downwardly at 22 (FIG. 3) to form a pressure surface 
for opposing the force required for cutting the tape. Ari 
angular extension 24 for the handle is return bent to ex 
tend into a curved section 25 to the bottom section 26 
and rearward vertical Wall 28 10f the head. The ends of 
these sections are secured together, as by welding, as 
shown at 30‘. 

It will be noted that the proportioning and positioning 
of the parts hereinabove described all contribute to the 
effective operation of the dispenser. Thus, the hinge for 

r the arm 16 is eccentric to the axis of the supporting sleeve 
10, so that the head 6 moves toward or from the roll 
of tape when the head is moved forwardly or rearwardly. 
The hinge point 17 and the head 6 are approximately 90° 
apart circumferentially, when the head is in operative 
(cutting) position, with the handle 2%} and pressure surface 
22 being within this 90*” arc. The handle, extending sub 
stantially tangentially to the underlying cylindrical surface 
of sleeve it), affords a sensitive and yet positive control of 
the tape. 
The cutter bar is shown as a separate knife 32, secured 

to the upper section 21 of the head by screws 33. The 
knife is formed with 1a forwardly projected exposed cutting 
edge, shown as a serrated or saw tooth edge 34 in spaced 
relation with roll 8, for cutting off the desired length of 
the tape 36. 
From the above description it will be seen that there 

has been provided a unitary or one-piece tape supporting 
and dispensing device on which the tape is easily mounted, 
as shown in ‘FIG. 1, by elevating the head and compress 
ing the sleeve ‘and pressing the tape into position. With 
the cylindrical construction of the sleeve 10 provided in 
the preferred embodiment of the dispenser, the degree of 
slippage between core 9 and surface '11 can be con 
trolled. If a tight ?t is desired, the free ends 13 are 
spread apart slightly before insertion of the sleeve 10 into 
the core 9. If a loose ?t is preferred, the ends 13 are 
pressed toward each other before insertion of the sleeve 
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into the core. In one instance, the bias of the spring-like 
sleeve ill) is increased, while in the other instance the bias 
is decreased. 
For tape removal, the hand of the operator ‘grasps 

around the handle 20‘, the ?ngers being inserted through 
the central opening in the. sleeve it). The passage of the 
?ngers through the core of the tape is facilitated by the 
cunvature of the arm 16. The head is pressed into the 
position shown in FIG. 3 by thumb pressure at 22 or by 
the pressure of the web between the thumb and index 
?nger of the hand. The exact position of the head and 
knife edge, as the tape ~36 is unpeeled from the roll, is 
not critical. However, in withdrawing tape and when the 
withdrawn tape is to be severed, the tape and cutter head 
are under complete control. The ?ngers of the operator 
engage on both sides of the ‘attachment ing 14, as an an 
choring point for the hand. The op'erator’s thumb is 
engageable with the pressure section 22 and the hand, 
contacting handle 20, can apply pressure against the tape. 
Pulling upon the tape causes the core of the roll of tape 
to slide upon the outer surface of the sleeve It). This 
,Will ‘generally constitute sufficient resistance to turning to 
permit the tape to be withdrawn satisfactorily. However, 
the operator, by a slight pressure on the handle, can in 
crease this tension, or by easing up on the hand pressure, 
while retaining control of the device by reason of the 
enveloping but loose grip he maintains around the tape 
and sleeve and against the attachment lug, tapes of vary 
ing adhesion to the roll can be readily removed. The 
control of head pressure in this manner also assists in 
dispensing tape slowly, where accuracy of tape applica 
tion is relatively important, or in dispensing tape at a 
rap-id rate. Thus, by applying hand and/ or thumb pres 
sure to the handle 20: and pressure surface 22, the rate. at 
which the tape can be dispensed is appreciably decreased, 
thereby permitting close control of the manner of ap 
plication of the tape. On the other hand, if the tape is 
desired to be dispensed at a relatively rapid rate, the hand 
and/or thumb pressure on the dispenser is relieved, there 
by allowing removal of tape as fast as the operator can 
manipulate the dispenser and roll of tape. 

During tape removal and severance, the unwound tape 
is guided to the cutting edge by Wings 16:: ‘and .1-8. The 
roll of tape is at all times maintained in correct axial 
position by side ‘arm ‘16 and wing '19. Owing to the 
reinforced construction of the cutter head and handle 
there is no tendency tor the parts of the dispenser to bend 
out of shape even though alight construction is used, re 
quired for ‘a portable device of this type. After sever 
ance of ‘a strip of tape, the remaining portion of tape has 
a short strip extending from the body of the roll of tape 
to the cutter edge 34. In the event an additional strip of 
tape is to be removed immediately thereafter, the short 
strip aifords a convenient gripping portion of the tape. 
The extending strip is freed from the cutter merely by 
rearward rotation ‘of the dispenser about the roll of tape. 
On the other hand, if the tape is not to be reused im 
mediately, the dispenser can be rotated in the opposite 
direction, thereby forcing the extending strip back to the 
body of tape to adhere therewith (FIG. 1). 

It will be understood the device herein described and 
claimed, will be made of the dimensions and sizes re 
quired :for the particular tape to be handled. This may 
include tapes from a ‘fraction of an inch to several inches 
in width and tapes of any reasonable thickness of the 
spirally wound material. 
While the invention has been described in rather full 

detail, it will be understood that these details need not 
be strictly adhered to and that various changes and mod 
i?cations may suggest themselves to one skilled in the 
art, all falling within the scope ‘of the invention as de 
lined by the subjoined claims. 
What I claim is: 
1.- A unitary assembly of tape dispenser elements com 

prising: a compressible resilient cylindrical sleeve adapted 
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for insertion into the core of a tape roll, said sleeve hav 
ing an exterior diameter when uncon?ned greater than 
the interior diameter of said core and being compressible 
to a diameter sui?ciently reduced to receive and hold said 
core; an attachment lug secured to said sleeve i-nteriorly 
of the inner surface thereof and forming amanually 
engageable anchoring point whereby the operator may 

' apply pressure to resist rotational movement of said sleeve 
relative to said core; a single support arm pivotably at 
tached to said lug for pivotal movement about a point 
radially inward from the outer periphery of said ‘sleeve 
but removed ‘from the central axis of said sleeve when in 
operating position, said arm extending outwardly from 
said sleeve and adjacent to an axial end thereof; a cutter 
head ?xedly mounted on said support arm, said head and 
the pivotal movement point of said arm being circum 
ferentially spaced; and a severing element on said head, 
said severing element ‘being in spaced relation with said 
roll of tape whereby upon severance of a strip of tape a 
short strip of tape extends from the body of the roll to 
ward said severing element. 

2. An assembled hand dispenser for a roll of tape com 
prising: an inner supporting sleeve of general cylindrical 
shape, said sleeve being formed of resilient material and 
extending lengthwise in cylindrical form through a major 
portion of a circle and terminating in yieldable free ends; 
an attachment lug secured to said sleeve adjacent ,the 
inner surface thereof and forming a manually engagable 
anchoring point for the ‘operator’s hand for resisting 
movement of said sleeve relative to said core when a por 
tion of the tape is being severed; a head; a single sup 
port arm extending inwardly trorn one side of said head 
and being pivotably attached to said lug for pivotal move 
ment about a point radially inward from the outer periph 
cry of said sleeve but removed from the central axis of 
said sleeve when in operating position, said head being 
movable with respect to said sleeve in an arc eccentric 
to the axis of said sleeve; and a cutter bar on said head 
formed with a forwardly directed cutting edge for sever 
ing tape removed from said roll, said cutting edge being 
in spaced relation with said roll of tape, whereby upon 
severance of a strip of tape a short strip of tape extends 
from the body of the roll of tape toward said cutting 
edge. 

3. in combination with a roll of tape having a hol 
low cylindrical core, a tape dispenser comprising: a cut 
ter head; an inner resilient tape supporting sleeve extend 
ing lengthwise in a cylindrical path more than 180° but 
less than 360°; an attachment lug secured to said sleeve 
adjacent the inner surface thereof and forming a manu 
ally engagable anchoring point for the operator’s hand 
for resisting movement of said sleeve relative to said core ' 
when a portion of the tape is being severed; a support 
arm pivotably attached to said lug for pivotal movement 
about a point radially inward from the outer periphery 
of said sleeve but removed from the central axis of said 
sleeve when in operating position, said arm being ?xedly 
attached to said head to support said head in outwardly 
spaced relation from said sleeve; and a severing element 
exposed at the forward end of said head, said severing 
element being in spaced relation with said roll of tape 
whereby upon severance of a strip of tape, a short strip 
of tape extends away from the body of the roll of tape, 
said sleeve having an exterior diaimeter when uncon?ned 
greater than the interior diameter of said core and being 
compressible to a diameter suf?ciently reduced to receive 
and hold the core of said tape. 
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