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Claims 

This invention relates to the art of lighting ?xtures, 
and more particularly to a releasable support for a trans 
lucent diffuser. ' 1 

As conducive to an understanding of the invention, 
it is to be noted ‘that where a diffuser, ‘which may be in 
the form of a bowl preferably of rigid translucent glass 
or plastic, is held in position in a supporting ring or bezel 
by means of clamping screws which react against the 
periphery of the diffuser, excessive tightening of such 
screws may lead to breakage of the glass or plastic dif 
fuser, and furthermore, such screws are unattractive in 
appearance. In addition, as normally a plurality of 
screws are used to hold the diffuser in place, insertion 
and removal of the diffuser is both awkward and labor 
ious, especially when the person inserting or removing the 
diffuser is standing on a ladder. 

It is accordingly among the objects of the invention 
to provide a lighting ?xture of simple and inexpensive 
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construction in which the diffuser thereof may be readily 
and rapidly inserted and removed to afford access for re 
lamping, cleaning or- other service, without awkward 
manipulations or the need for any tools, or the unloosen 
ing or tightening of screws or the like, and without the 
need for visible retaining means which detract from ‘the 
desired uninterrupted external con?guration of the ?x 
ture, and in which the diffuser will dependably remain 
in closed position without possibility of accidental dis 
lodgement. 

According to the invent-ion, these objects are accomp 
lished by the arrangement and combination of elements 
hereinafter described and more particularly recited in the 
claim. - . 

In the accompanying drawings in which is shownone 
of various possible embodiments of the several features 
of the invention, 
FIG. 1 isa perspective view of the lighting ?xture, 
'FIG. 2 is a ‘bottom plan view of the lighting ?xture 

with the diffuser removed, ' 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale taken 

along line '3-3 of FIG. 2, and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the spring retainer for 

the diffuser. 
Referring now to the drawings, the lighting ?xture com 

prises a cup-shaped supporting member 11, preferably 
formed from thin sheet metal, having a ?at ?oor 12 and 
a circular deformable side wall or' bezel '13, the rim 14 
of which is inwardly bent as shown. _ 
The surface 12 may have a central aperture 15 to 

permit mounting of the supporting member to a ceiling, 
for example, in any conventional manner and has conven 
tional sockets 16 thereon to accommodate suitable elec 
tric lamps. 
The light diffuser .17 is illustratively in the form of 

a translucent glass bowl, the side wall 18 of which tapers 
inwardly from the mouth or rim'19 of the-bowl, which 
is of larger diameter than the remaining portion of said 
side wall, the outer diameter of said mouth '19‘ being 
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slightly greater than the inner diameter of the rim 14. I 
Mounted on the undersurface of ?oor .12 of the sup 

porting member 11 adjacent its periphery and equidis 
tantly spaced therearound are a plurality of resilient 
members, illustratively three leaf springs 21, each having 
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a mounting portion 22 secured to the surface 12 as by 
rivets 23-. 
Each of the leaf springs has a leg 24 extending at an 

incline outwardly from saidmoun-ting portion 22 toward 
the rim 14,‘the end of each of the legs 24 being curved 
as at 25, and a ?nger 26v integral with said curved por 
tion 25 at the inner edge thereof extends toward the rim 
14 and is adjacent the side wall .13 of the supporting 
member 11. 
To mount the diffuser 17 to the supporting member 

‘11, the diffuser is tilted relative to the floor 12 of the 
latter, as shown in broken lines in FIG, 3, so that a por 
tion of the mouth ‘:19 of the diffuser may pass into the 
concavity ‘of the supporting member beyond the rim 
14, with adjacent portions of said mouth 19 being posi 
tioned inside said rim 1-4 as shown at 27, and upward 
pressure is applied to the diffuser 17 so that the portions 
of said mouth 19' positioned inside the rim 14 will react 
thereagainst to move the latter outwardly, 
deforming the rim slightly so that its diameter becomes 
greater than ‘the maximum diameter 19" of the mouth 19 
of the diffuser. This will permit ready movement of the 
entire month 19 into the bezel opening de?ned by rim 
>14- of the diffuser, at which time the rim 14 will resume 
its original shape. ' 

As the side wall 18 of the diffuser is tapered, with the 
larger diameter or rim portion ' 19‘ thereof being in 
wardly of said rim ‘14, by reason of the leaf springs 21, 
[the curved ends 25 of which react against the rim ‘19. 
of the diffuser, the outer surface of such rim 19 ‘will be 
?rmly retained in even engagement with the inner sur 
face of the inwardly bent rim 14, the ?ngers 26' of the 
springs which straddle the rim 19 of the diffuser pre 
venting lateral displacement of the diffuser. 
When it is desired to remove the diffuser 17 to re 

lamp the lighting ?xture or for cleaning purposes, it is 
necessary to exert a slight pressure against the diffuser 
17 at ‘any portion of its periphery to move it upwardly. 
This will cause the diffuser to tilt as it is subject to the 
downward action of the leaf springs at other points on 
its circumference. ' 

Such rtilting of the diffuser will cause the portion of 
its rim 19 opposed to the portion to which pressure is 
‘applied to move away from the associated portion of rim 
14 of the supporting member. As the suppo-rting--mem- 
her is made of thin sheet metal, the rim 114 will readily 
deform as the diffuser is pulled downwardly and laterally 
permitting complete removal of the diffuser through the 
opening de?ned by rim 14. ' 
Although the side wall 13‘ has been shown integral 

with the ?oor ‘12, it is of course to be understood that 
it could be formed as a separate component. It is also 
to be understood that a double-sided bezel could be made 
to embrace the rims of two ‘diffuser bowls to join them 
(together to form a completely closed chamber. 
As many changes could be made in the above con 

struction, and many apparently widely different embodi 
ments of this invention could ,be made without depart 
ing from the scope of the claim, it is intended that all 
matter contained in the above descriptionor shown in 
the accompanying drawing shall beinterpreted as illus 
trative and not in a limiting sense. 

Having thus described vmy invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States is: 
A lighting ?xture comprising a substantially cup 

shaped supporting member of relatively stiff material, 
having a floor and a side wall with an inwardly extend- ~ 
ing annular rim at the mouth thereof de?ning a con 
tinuous circular opening, a cup-shaped diffuser member 
having a tapering side wall of largest diameter at the ‘ 
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mouth thereof and de?ning a circular rim, the outside 
diameter of said rim being slightly greater than the 
inside diameter of said inwardly extending rim, the 
diameter of the portion of the di?user member adjacent 
the rim thereof progressively decreasing, said rim of‘ 
said supporting member being deformable to receive the 
mouth of said diifuser member and to encompass the 
latter, releasably to retain said di?‘user member in place, 
and a plurality of resilient means mounted on said 
supporting member adjacent its periphery and circum5 
ferentially spaced thereon and reacting against the rim 
of said diffuser member at spaced intervals’ around its 
circumference to urge the wall portion of the di?user 
member adjacent its mouth against the inwardly extend 
ing rim in a direction at right angles to the ?oor, each 
of said resilient means comprising a leaf spring having 
a mounting portion secured to the undersurface of said 
floor and a leg extending at an incline from said mounting 
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portion toward the rim of said supporting member, the 
free end of said leg reacting against the rim of said dif 
fusing rnember, said free end of said leg having a ?nger 
rigid therewith on the side edge thereof and extending 
towards said annular rim, said ?ngers of said plurality 
of leaf springs straddling the rim of said di?user member. 
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