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1 Claim. (Cl. 5-411) 

This invention relates to folding beds or cots and has 
for one of its objects the provision of a bed or cot which, 
when in its open or extended position, will be of normal 
bed length and when collapsed or folded will be reduced 
to relatively ‘small size, occupying the approximate space 
required by a large suit case. 

it is an object of the invention to provide a cot or bed 
of this character which will be of light weight construc 
tion; which when extended into its operative or support 
ing position will be rigid and sturdy; which can be readily 
collapsed or folded into a compact unit occupying rela 
tively small space, and which when folded can be readily 
carried or easily transported. 
More particularly, the invention contemplates the pro 

vision of a bed or cot having a frame composed of a plu 
rality ‘of sections pivotally joined and provided with 
folding legs, the legs being fol-dable when not in use 
and caused to be positioned within the frame sections, 
and the frame sections being foldable in a manner to 
present a compact stnucture including a mattress folded 
within it. The invention further contemplates the provi 
sion of latch means by which the frame sections are 
rigidly maintained against collapse when they are ex 
tended to supporting position; and in the provision of 
other latch means for holding the parts of the bed to 
gether when such parts are in their folded positions. 
With these and other objects to be hereinafter set forth 

in view, I have devised the arrangement of parts to be 
described and more particularly pointed out in the claim 
appended hereto. 

In the acompanying drawings, wherein an illustrative 
embodiment of the invention is disclosed, 
PEG. 1 is a perspective view of a folding bed or cot 

constructed according to the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the same; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional View, taken susbtantially on the 

line 3—‘3\ of FIG. 2, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view, taken substantially on the 
line 4i—4 of PEG. 2, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view, taken substantially on the 

line 5--‘5 of FIG. 2, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; 
MG. 6 is a sectional view, taken substantially on the 

line (ii-=6 of FIG. 2, looking in the direction of the ar 
rows; FIG. 7 is an end view of the folding bed or cot 
in its folded position; 
FIG. 8 is a View taken at right angles to the view of 

H6. 7, and 
FIG. 9 is a sectional view, taken substantially on the 

line 9-9‘ of FIG. 8, looking in the direction of the 
arrows. 

The various parts of the improved folding bed or cot 
are preferably composed of aluminum and largely of 
aluminum tubing to provide for lightness in weight and to 
facilitate the handling and transportation of the bed. 
When the bed or cot is extended, or is in its open or op 
erative position, it has a normally full bed length, and 
when folded or collapsed it assumes the shape of a com 
pact unit capable of being stored in a small space. in its 
collapsed or folded condition it approximates the size of a 
relatively large suit case ‘and it is provided with carrying 
facilities. 

The cot includes a central frame section generally dicated at v5, ‘and which consists of a pair of inverted U 
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shaped side members or rails ‘25 and 26 connected by tie 
rods 27 extending for the width of the bed. The op 
posite ends of the rails '25 ‘and 26 are pivotailly connected 
at ‘9 with next adjacent frame sections herein referred to 
as the intermediate frame sections. Said intermediate 
frame sections, generally indicated ‘at 6, consist of spaced 
tubular rods .23. The ends of the rods 28 are pivotally 
connected at do to one end of inverted U-shaped mem 
bers ‘3 which are in the form of links providing an articu 
lated connection between the intermediate frame mem 
bers 6 and ‘end frame members ‘12. Transversely-extend 
ing tie rods l-l extend between the link members 8. At 
their opposite ends, the links 8 are pivotally connected 
at Ilia to the end frame members [1?. which are U-shaped 
sections of tubing having side rails 30 integrally con 
nected by the cross member 31. 

Pivotally connected at 32 to each of the end frame 
members ‘12 are U-shaped supporting legs 13 which are 
supported in their extended positions by means of pivotal 
braces 116. Similar legs $1311 are pivotally attached to rods 
2% of the intermediate frame members 6. 

Located adjacent to the U-shaped link members 8‘ are 
sliding latches l4, movable through brackets 15. When 
these latches ‘are moved to the position shown in full 
lines in vFIG. 5, the same act to bridge the pivots \llla and 
thus prevent any pivotal movement of the frame parts 6 
and 12 relative to one another while the bed or cot is in 
its open or extended position. 
The bed or cot frame, thus composed of the central 

frame part, 5 the intermediate frame parts ‘6 and the end 
frame parts 11-2 and links (8, receive transversely-extending 
metallic strips 17' to support a mattress indicated at .18 in 
dotted lines in FIG. 1 and alsoshown in dotted lines in 
FIGS. 7 and 9. 

Latches 19 are provided on the frame members to re 
tain the parts of the bed or cot in the folded or collapsed 
position shown in FIGS. 7 and 9, which latches are piv 
otally mounted on the pivots 10a, coupling the link mem 
bers 8 to the frames ‘6. The latches 19' are each provided 
with a notch ~33 for engagement with the pin 10. 
The bed or cot is shown in its open or extended posi 

tion in vFlGS. 1 to 3 inclusive wherein it will be observed 
that the several frame sections 5, 6 and 12 and link mem 
bers 8 are disposed in the same horizontal plane and 
cooperate in the formation of a bed or cot of normal bed 
length. The four leg units 13 and 13a are extended 
angularly downward at this time and are braced by the 
braces 16 to properly support the bed. Latches .14 are, 
at this time, extended into the full line position shown in 
:FiG. 5 so that the frame elements 6 and 12 are main 
tained raga-inst pivotal collapse. 
When the bed or cot is to be folded or collapsed, the 

latches like are retracted or are shifted to the dotted line 
position shown in ‘FIG. 5, thus permitting the end frame 
sections 12 to be swung inwardly as indicated by the 
arrows at the opposite ends of FIG. 3. The end frame 
sections lZare thus brought down to overlie the inter 
mediate frame sections ‘6, the mattress 18, which can be 
of foam rubber, being folded with them. The legs '13 
are collapsed in the direction of the arrows in FIG. 3 
and the legs will then lie within the end frame sections 
1.2. The link members 8 serve to maintain the rails of 
the frame sections 6 and 12 apart sufficiently to permit 
the mattress to assume a folded position between them 
as seen in FIGS. 7 and 9. The intermediate frame sec 
tions .6 are swung on the pivots 9‘ to bring them toward 
one another, and spaced by the members 26, the legs 
shown at 13a will be folded to lie between the rods 28 of 
The entire mechanism of the bed can be folded or 

collapsed with a minimum of effort, providing ‘adequate 
support for the foam rubber mattress substantially as 
shown. When the bed is folded as above described, the 
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latches 19 are brought to the full line position shown in 
FIG. 7 and the same will hold the parts of the bed in 
the folded condition shown in FIGS. 7, 8 and 9. 
When the bed is folded as above described, it will 

be noted that the intermediate frames 6 are located in 
spaced-apart parallel relation, maintained in such rela 
tion by the disposition of the central frame 5 between 
them; that the end frames '12 come together between but 
spaced from the frames 6 by the links 8, which arrange 
ment serves to provide the required spacing between the 
frame parts for the accommodation of the folded mat 
tress. The legs '13 and 13a, being accommodated within 
the farme sections 6 and 12, are maintained in the plane 
of these frames sections. 
When the bed is to be extended, the latches v19 are re 

leased and the bed is swung open, with the sections 6 
swinging on the'pivots 9. The end sections 12 are then 
swung outwardly and when they are fully extended, the 
latches 14 ‘are shifted to the operative position with 
respect to the rails of the frames 6. The several legs ‘13 
and 13a are then swung outwardly to the angular sup 
porting positions illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. 

‘If desired, the mattress can be anchored in the frame 
so that lit is assured of being folded as the frame folds. 
In the fully collapsed or folded position, it is possible to 
provide an encasing cover which may have a slot at the 
top permitting the horizontal members of the legs 13a 
of the intermediate frame sections to project sufficiently 
upward to constitute carrying handles. 
Having thus described a single embodiment of the 

invention, it is obvious that the same is not to be restricted 
thereto, but is broad enough to cover all structures com 
ing within the scope of the annexed claim. 
What I claim is: 
A folding bed or cot of the character described com 

prising a central frame consisting of a pair of inverted 
channel members that are ?xedly spaced apart by trans 
verse rods, intermediate frame members consisting of a 
pair of spaced apart side rails and with the side rails of 
each intermediate frame member being pivotally con 
nected to the channel members, the opposite ends of said 
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rails being pivotally connected to links, U-shaped end 
frame members pivotally attached to the opposite ends of 
the links, pivoted legs attached to the side rails adjacent 
to the pivotal connection of the side rails with the chan 
nels, brace means between the rails and the legs, said legs 
being pivotal to position them respectively within the in 
termediate frame members, pivoted legs connected to the 
end frame members, the last named legs being pivotal to 
position them respectively within the end frame mem 
bers ‘latch means associated with the links for preventing 
pivotal movement between the intermediate frame mem 
bers and the end frames when the bed is in an extended 
position, supporting springs transversely arranged with 
respect to each of the frame members for supporting 
a continuous section of padding, the frames being fold 
able upwardly to dispose the end frames in abutting par 
allel relation and the intermediate frame members being 
spaced from the folded end frames a distance capable 
of folding support of the pad whereby the bed may as 
sume a compact folded relation of the several frame 
members and the pad and pivoted latch means carried by 
one end frame member at the pivotal point of its con 
nection with its associated link and swingable to engage a 
stud formed upon the pivotal point of the opposite end 
frame member, the said links and the channels spacing 
the intermediate and end frame members a distance 
capable of permitting the folding of the pad with the in 
termediate and end frames being in parallel relation and 
at a right angle to the central frame. 
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