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3,107,023 
CGLLAI’SIBLE CONTAINER 

John W. Jacobson, Mill Valley, and Jack C. Dawson, 
San Carlos, Calif. 

Filed June 12, 1961, Ser. No. 116,520 
1 Ciaim. ((31. 217-15) 

The present invention relates to a two piece collapsible 
container useful in shipping coffins. More speci?cally, 
the present invention is directed to a collapsible co?in 
container characterized by surprisingly sturdy side and 
end walls which may be collapsed to form a highly con 
venient unit. Because the collapsed unit is sturdy, com 
pact and light, reshipment and consequent reuse of the 
container is made possible. 

In the past, coflins were shipped in heavy, non-collaps 
ible wooden containers or crates. The use of this type 
of container was considered necessary to effectively pro 
tect the co?in from injury during shipment. Unfor 
tunately, however, such containers were inconveniently 
bulky and expensive to manufacture. Moreover, in spite 
of the manufacturing cost they were discarded upon re 
ceipt because of the prohibitive expense and inconvenience 
in reshipping them. Thus, the cost of manufacturing such 
protective units constituted a complete economic loss. 
Though the art is replete with references to the use 

of collapsible containers for other purposes, a collapsible 
container has not heretofore been devised which could 
be used successfully to protect co?ns during shipment. 
Because of the great weight and bulk of co?ins, the pro 
tective container must be su?iciently sturdy to withstand 
internal and external stresses, shocks and blows. Thick 
wooden walls on the container have, consequently, been 
deemed necessary. However, the thickness of such walls 
and in the bulk of their reinforcing members prevent 
the designing of containers which can be effectively 
folded or collapsed into a relatively small and compact 
unit suitable for reshipment and subsequent reuse. It 
is, therefore, the principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide a collapsible container particularly useful 
for the shipment of coffins which withstands major 
shock forces, internal and external shipping stresses, blows 
and the like, yet may be collapsed into a relatively com 
pact unit for reshipment. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a two piece collapsible container particularly useful for 
the shipment of coffins provided with improved locking 
means whereby said container may be easily and effec 
tively locked when expanded to normal size. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a two piece collapsible container particularly useful 
for the shipment of cor?ns characterized by the absence 
of loose parts which might be lost during shipment. 

Still another ’ object of the present invention is to 
provide a two piece container particularly useful for 
the shipment of co?ins having side and end walls hinged 
to a roof member in such manner that they may be 
folded into layers to form a compact unit. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a two piece container particularly useful for the 
shipment of cof?ns which may be manufactured econom 
ically from comparatively inexpensive readily obtainable 
materials. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a two piece container particularly useful for the 
shipment of co?ins having a smooth external surface free 
from externally disposed supporting members on its roof 
or sides. 

Yet another further object of the present invention is 
to provide a collapsible two piece container particularly 
useful for the shipment of co?‘ms which is simply de 
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signed yet ruggedly constructed whereby it may afford 
long and durable service. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the present 
invention will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion read in conjunction with the appended claim and 
drawings, in which 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the 
invention showing the two piece collapsible container for 
caskets in its collapsed state with the walls secured in 
position by the attached straps ready for reshipment so 
that it can be reused for a succeeding casket shipment; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the collapsible con 
tainer of FIG. 1 showing by arrows the direction in 
which the collapsed side and end walls are moved to 
convert the container into the expanded form repre 
sented by the phantom lines; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the two piece 
collapsible container for caskets of FIG. 1 in its ex 
panded form ready to receive the casket shown in phan 
tom lines with the cover unit disposed over the bottom 
wall and casket; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the two piece 
container for caskets of FIG. I in its completely assem 
bled form; 

FIG. 5 is a plan view taken along the line 5-—5 of 
FIG. 3 and shows in detail the top wall of the covering 
unit of the collapsible container together with spring 
loaded draw bolts and supporting blocks, hinges and the 
hinge mount angle members and ?ller blocks; 

FIG. 6 is a plan view taken along the line 6—6 of 
FIG. 3 and shows in detail the rectangular bottom wall 
of the collapsible container, an end block supporting 
member and a supporting cleat ?xedly secured to the 
bottom wall and the disposition of the attaching straps; 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary enlarged perspective view of 
the corner of the container shown at 7—7 in FIG. 5 
showing details of the drop side and corner fastener; 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken along 

lines 8-8 of FIG. 6 showing the manner in which a 
supporting cleat is ?xedly secured to the rectangular bot~ 
tom wall, how the straps are secured to the bottom Wall 
and engage the side walk-and the manner in which the 
cleats are beveled to provide for the straps; . 

FIG. 9 is a cross sectional view taken along the line 
9-9 of FIG. 1 and shows the collapsible container for 
caskets in its closed state and, by phantom lines, in its 
open state with the side walls and end wall erect; 
FIG. 10 is a cross sectional view taken along the line 

10——-10 of FIG. 5 and shows in detail an end wall in its 
raised position; - 
FIG. 11 is a cross sectional View taken along the line 

11—-11 of FIG. 10 and shows a side wall in its raised 
position, the end ?ller block, and the disposition of the 
piano hinges attached to the side walls of the collapsible 
container. ' 7 

Referring to the drawings in greater detail, FIG. 1 
shows one embodiment of the collapsible container ‘for 
caskets in its collapsed condition with the straps 20 and 
21 holding the side walls 24 ‘and 25 ?rmly in position by 
means of buckles 22 and 23. Each side wall 24 and 25 
is provided with a spring loaded draw vbotlt.26 and handle 
27. As is shown in FIG. 1, a scuff angle bar member 28 
is ?xedly secured to the edges of the side walls 24 and 
25. The rectangular side walls 24 and 25 are attached 
along their longitudinal length by piano hinges such as 
29 to the edge of the topwall so that when the collapsible 
container is opened, it forms a continuous smooth sur 
face with -the roof member. Yet the interior surfaces of 
the protective container are amply provided with strategi 
c?ly disposed ‘cleats so that the container can successfully 
withstand internal and external stresses and forces and at 
the same time present a. smooth external surface. This 
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feature or the invention constitutes a clear advance over 
prior art casket containers. The side Walls 24 and 25 
do not operatively engage the roof member at the same 
level. Thus, as shown in FIG. 1 and illustrated most 
clearly in FIG. 9, the side wall 26 is hingedly engaged 
with the roof member 43 at a higher point than is its op 
posing wall 25. This higher point of attachment provides 
the necessary space for collapsing the end walls 45 and 
46 ‘and side walls 24 and 25 within the roof member 43. 
Hence, the side wall 24 which is disposed over its op 
posing wall 25 when the container is collapsed must of 
necessity be hingedly engaged with the roof member 43 
at a higher point whereas side Wall 25 which is disposed 
below wall 24 when the container is collapsed may be op 
eratively engaged with the roof member 43 at-a lower 
‘point. The clamps 31 disposed above the perimeter of 
the rectangular bottom wall 41 are adapted to operatively 
engage the spring loaded ‘draw ‘bolts 26 on the side walls 
'24 and 25 and end walls 45 and 46. 

The straps 20 and 21 disposed within the clamps 31 of 
the bottom wall 41 are adapted to encompass the con 
tainer when collapsed and hold the side walls 24 and 25 
securely in position. The straps 20 and 21 also prevent 
the hardware, i.e., draw bolts 26 and handles 27, from 
moving on the side walls 24 and 25. In the collapsed 
position shown in FIG. 1, the container may be easily 
‘moved and consequently can ‘be reshipped to the sender. 
In the past employing casket containers of su?‘icient 
strength to protect the shipped casket, it was not economi 
cally feasible to reship the bulky container to, the shipper. 
As shown in FIG. 1 the container in its collapsed form 
is a relatively small vand compact unit without loose parts 
which might be lost in transit. The unit may consequent 
ly be returned and reused. Moreover because of their 
durability the collapsible containers of the present inven 
tion may be effectively re-used many times before replace 
ment becomes necessary. ' 

FIG. 2 shows in detail the manner in which the col 
lapsed container for co?‘ins is converted into the open or 
expanded form which is designated by phantom lines. 
‘As shown by the arrows in FIG. 2 the side walls 24 and 
25 of the container are ?rst opened and the opposing end 
walls 45 and 46 then rotated on their hinges to close op 

The inner surface of each 
of side walls 24 and 25 is provided with supporting cleats 
such as 32, 33 and 34 which rigidly support the side walls 
such aswall 24 in FIG. 2. These supporting cleats 32, 
33 and 34 are offset to clear the hardware on the wall dis 
posed below when the container is collapsed. For ex 
ample offset supporting cleats 32, 33 and 34 on side wall 
24 are oifset so that they do not interfere with the spring 
loaded draw bolt 26 and handle 27 on side wall 25 when 
the container is collapsed. Because of this unique ar- ‘ 
rangement of offset supporting cleats, the side walls 24 
and 25 ‘are provided with the sturdy support necessary 
for a casket container, yet the Walls may still be folded 
into a relatively small compact unit.’ The employment 
and disposition of the supporting cleats consequently con 
stitutes one most signi?cant feature of the present inven 
tion. ' 

The side walls 24 and 25 are hingedly engaged by piano 
hinges 29 and 30 to the rectangular roof member 43. The 
straps 20 and 21 are preferably parachute webbing, though 
it will be understood that the type of strapping employed 
may vary considerably. The locks 26 in the preferred 
embodiment ofthe present invention ‘are spring loaded 
draw bolts since they are simple to use, durable in ‘con 
struction, and effectively hold the covering unit secure 
ly to the rectangular bottom wall 41. Each side wall 24 
and 25 is provided with an inside corner catch 39 so that 
,the side walls 24 and 25 and adjacent end walls 45 and 
‘46 may be ?xedly secured while the container is in its 
open position. The length of the supporting cleats 32, 
33 and 34 on the side walls 24 and 25 and end walls 45 
and 46 may vary somewhat. However, the side cleats 

15 

20 

30 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4 
32, 33 and 34 preferably extend from approximately the 
handle level of the side wall to the base member when the 
covering unit is turned over into the position shown in 
FIG. 3. A particular ‘advantage of the present invention 
lies in the disposition of the supporting cleats inside of the 
collapsible container so that though it remains fully sup 
ported along its entire perimeter no irregularities ‘appear 
on the container’s surface. The cleats 32, 33, 34, 32a, 
33a and 34a disposed on the side walls serve to brace 
these walls against ‘both internal and external pressure. 
The cleats 49, 50 and '51 ?xedly secured to the rectangular 
bottom wall 41 serve both to brace against side thrust and 
as support for the cof?n. Because of the unique disposi 
tion of the supporting cleats it is possible to use relatively 
light weight material in the container such as quarter 
inch plywood and half-inch reinforcement, yet provide a 
container which is sufficiently strong and rigid to contain 
and protect caskets of considerable weight and bulk. 
Moreover, because heavy and bulky containerwalls are 
not necessary, the container may be collapsed into a com 
paratively small space for reshipment. . 
The piano hinges 29 ‘and 30 which secure the side walls 

24 and 25 to the roof member 43 at their terminal por 
tions are supported ‘by hinge mount angle‘ ‘bar members 
37 and 38 preferably constructed of aluminum. A ?ller 
block aluminum extrusion such as 87, to be discussed-in 
‘greater detail, and ‘a filler block backing such as 78 are 
disposed radially along the longitudinal border of the side 
walls where they hingedly engage the roof member 43. 
These elements have been found to ‘fully support the 
hinges 29 and 30 holding the side walls 24 and 25 in posi 
tion. They are substantially more economical than full 
length angle bars which were heretofore believed necessary 
to support piano hinges such as 29 and 30. The end 
walls 45 and 46 which ‘are con?ned'within the side walls 
24 and 25 when the container is in the open position are 
‘similarly hingedly engaged with the roof member 43 ‘by 
piano hinges such as 83. 

FIG. 3 shows the cover unit fully assembled and about 
to be lowered over a co?‘in 40 shown in phantom lines 
which is disposed on and strapped to rectangular bottom 
wall 41. As clearly shown in FIG. 3, the collapsible con 
tainer of the present invention is composed of a rec 
tangular bottom wall 41 and a covering unit. The cover 
in‘J unit is composed of a roof member 43 and hingedly 
secured thereto side walls 24 and 25 and end walls 45 
and 46. When in its collapsed form the side walls 24 
‘and 25 and end walls 45 and 46 are folded into the roof 
member 43. The collapsed unit is positioned on the 
rectangular bottom wall 41 with the spaced feet 44 rest 
ing on the surface of the rectangular bottom wall‘ 41. 
The spaced feet 44 of the top wall or roof member 43 of 
the covering unit shown in FIG. 3 may, if desired, be 
employed in stacking the containers during the shipment 
of cof?ns. Scuff angle bar members 28 are also disposed 
along the borders of the roof member 43, side walls 24 
and 25, and end walls 45 and 46, to protect these panels 
of the collapsible container. 
The type and amount of hardware, i.e., handles and 

locking means, as shown in FIG. 3 may vary considerably. 
It is generally preferred, however, to provide the col 
lapsible container with su?‘icient handles on the side and 
end walls to facilitate easy movement. In the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention as shown in FIG. 
_3 spring loaded draw bolts 26 and handles 27 are ?xedly 
secured to each side wall 24 and 25 and one spring 
loaded draw bolt 26 and handle 27 are secured to each 
end wall 45 and 46. The disposition of the supporting 
cleats such as at 32, Y33 and 34 must be such that the 
cleats do not interfere with the hardware when the con 
tainer is in its collapsed state. In is preferable, however, 
to dispose a supporting cleat behind the hardware on 
each wall but offset the cleat to prevent interference with 
hardware on other walls. The opposed end members of 
the collapsible container are provided with an inner rim 
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member 43 characterized by inwardly turned supporting 
?anges 55 which support the drop side and corner fasten 
ers or corner catches 39 within the container. The spring 
loaded draw bolts 26 shown in the open position in FIG. 
3 are adapted to engage the clamp members 31 ?xedly 
secured to the rectangular base member 41 and thus 
?xedly secure the covering unit to the base member 41 
after a coffin 46 has been secured by straps 2t? and 21 to 
the base member 41. These spring loaded draw bolts 
26 are particularly advantageous for use in the present 
invention because they may be easily adjusted and manipu 
lated, yet provide a ?rm and secure engagement of the 
covering unit and its mating rectangular base member 
41. As shown most clearly in FIG. 3, the strap members 
20 and 21 ?xedly secure the coi?n 40 on the rectangular 
base member 41 in an easy yet highly efficient manner. 
Another advantage of the present invention is the 

fact that when the cover unit is in its assembled state and 
the co?in 40 has been ?rmly disposed on the base mem 
ber 41 the col?n may be covered by simply lowering the 
comparatively light covering unit over it. In the past 
it has been found necessary to employ a previously con 
structed non-collapsible co?in container thus requiring the 
cof?n to be physically lifted and lowered into the con 
tainer. By employing the collapsible container of the 
present invention the lifting of the co?in in this manner 
is avoided. Hence, the present collapsible container is 
signi?cantly easier to load and unload than the non 
collapsible containers heretofore used for protecting cof 
?ns in transit. The supporting clears 49, 5t? and 51 
?xedly secured to the rectangular base member 41 are 
offset as shown in FIG. 3 so that they form the U-shaped 
supporting system with the side wall cleats which is shown 
in FIG. 2. The rectangular base member 41 is further 
provided with supporting blocks 52 which fortify the end 
wall members. Because of the unique disposition of 
the end supporting blocks 52, the base member support 
ing cleats 49, 5E} and 51, side wall supporting cleats such 
as 32, 33, 34, 32a, 33a and 34a, and end wall supporting 
cleats S2 and 83, the container is provided with surpris 
ingly strong support for coffins without employing the 
heavy and bulky walls heretofore believed necessary. 
Moreover, the system of supporting braces comprising 
essentially the supporting cleats 32, 33, 34, 32a, 33a, 34a, 
49, 5t} and 51, and the supporting blocks 52 shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3 is extraordinarily effective in resisting 
both internal and external stresses, forces and blows dur 
ing shipment. Because of this unique system of struc 
tural supports the walls of the collapsible container may 
be constructed of comparatively light weight material. 
In the past, on the other hand, it was considered neces 
sary to construct co?in containers out of bulky mate 
rials capable of resisting violent forces and blows but 
incapable of forming a collapsible unit. The structural 
support system of the present collapsible container for 
co?ins consequently comprises one of the most signi?cant 
features of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 shows a collapsible container for co?ins in its 

completely assembled condition. Here, the spring loaded 
draw bolts 26 are in their closed position operatively en 
gaging the locking members 31. As shown by the phan 
tom lines, the side wall supporting cleats 32, 33, 34, 32a, 
33a, 34a and the cleats 49, 5t) and 51 on the rectangular 
base member 41 are sufficiently proximate to amply sup 
port side walls 24 and 25 and rectangular base member 
41. The U-shaped con?guration formed by the support 
ing cleats 32, 33 and 34 on side walls 24, 32a, 33a and 
34a on side wall 25 and supporting cleats 49, 5t) and 
51 on the rectangular base member 41 give the cover unit 
of the collapsible container a surprising rigidity and 
resistance to internal and external stresses, forces, blows 
and the like. Hence, because of the unique supporting 
system of cleats employed in this collapsible container 
for co?ins, it is possible to construct the container from 
comparatively thin wood such as quarter-inch plywood 
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which has heretofore been considered inadequate for this 
purpose. 
An additional important advantage of the present col 

lapsible container for cof?ns over those of the art is its 
smooth surface. All supporting structures are disposed 
within the container rather than on its face except for 
the reinforcing flanges 55 on the end walls such as 45 
which support the drop side and corner fasteners 39 
within the con?nes of the container. Inner rim members 
48 serve to support the end walls 45 and 46 and add 
balanced resistance to splitting and stability against in 
ternal and external distortional stresses on the container. 
The rectangular base member 41 is further supported 
by parallel braces 57 and 58 which also serve to prevent 
the container structure from slipping. The number and 
disposition of brace members such as 57 and 58 may 
vary considerably. Their position is less critical than 
that of cleats such as 32, 33 and 34 because, being on 
the underside of rectangular base member 41, they can 
not interfere with the folding of the side walls 24 and 
25 and end Walls 45 and 46. The entire structure in its 
assembled form, as shown in FIG. 4, is provided with 
scuff angle bar members 28 to protect the corners of the 
side walls 24 and 25, roof member 43 and rectangular 
base member 41. An additional advantage of the scuff 
angle bar members 43 resides in their covering of open 
cracks between the walls. 
FIG. 5 shows in detail the structure of the top wall 

of the covering unit. The scuff angle bar members 28 
protect the perimeter of the roof member '43 of the cover 
ing unit and extend downwardly at the corners to pro— 
tect the edges of the side and end walls. The spring loaded 
draw bolts 26 are ?xedly secured to the side walls 24 
and 25 and the end wall 45 of the covering unit and are 
backed by supporting cleats such as 312. If desired for 
additional strength, the end wall may be supported by 
an additional support layer. 

Fixedly secured to the top wall ‘43 along its length is a 
hinge mount angle member 37. It has been found that 
a ?ller block 87 may be employed in lieu of the hinge 
mount angle 37 in the medial portions of .the top wall 43 
to support the piano hinges. In spite of the employment 
of a ?ller block 87 of the type shown in FIG. 5, the piano 
hinges are fully supported and the side walls 24 and 25 
are ?xedly secured in position. -It was heretofore be 
lie-'ved necessary [to support piano hinges of the type con 
templated by the present invention with a full length angle 
bar. Employing the support system and ?ller blocks of 
the present invention, however, it has been ‘found that 
these hinges are fully supported without the employment 
of these relatively expensive support elements. The em 
ployment and disposition of hinge mount angle bar mem 
bers and ?ller blocks consequently constitutes a particu 
larly valuable feature of .the present invention. FIGS. 5 
and 7 show most clearly the disposition of the elements 
of the inside corner catch ?xedly secured to the side walls 
and end walls. Employing ‘this inside corner catch it is 
possible to ?xedly secure the adjacent walls of the col 
lapsible container in position in a simple yet highly 
e?icient manner. These inside corner catches may be at 
tached to the side and end walls such as 24 and 45 by 
screws 67 or the like or alternatively may be attached to 
other supporting structure ?xedly secured to the side and 
end walls. Similarly, the hinge mount angle members 
37 and 38 and ?ller blocks such as 87 may be addi 
tionally supported by other supporting means rather than 
being ‘directly secured to the roof member 43 of the cover 
ing unit. 

Details of the rectangular bottom wall 41 are shown in 
FIG. 6. The diagonally disposed cleats such as 52 are 
?xedly secured by screws 61 and 62 or other appropriate 
attaching means to the rectangular bottom wall 41. As 
shown in FIG. 4, the bottom wall offset cleats such as 
52, together with the side ‘wall offset cleats, form a U 
shaped supporting system. This system of supporting 
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cleats provides a surprisingly strong container structure 
capable of resisting violent forces and blows during ship— 
ment of the container containing a coffin. Because of 
the presence of these o?set cleats, comparatively light 
weight material such as quarter-inch plywood may be 
employed in the opposing side walls 24 and 25, opposing 
end walls 45 and 46, and rectangular bottom wall 41. 
Yet, because of the unique disposition of the offset cleats 
32, 3-3 and 34 on side wall 24; 32a, 33a and 34a on side 
wall 25; 49, ‘50 and 51 on rectangular ?oor member 41; 
and end wall supporting cleats such as 82, interference 
with the hardware and spring loaded draw bolts 26 se 
cured on the outer surfaces of the side walls 24» and 25 
and end walls 45 and 46 is avoided. Longitudinal par 
allel braces 57 and 58 are ?xedly secured to the under 
side of the rectangular bottom wall by screws, nails or 
other appropriate means. These longitudinal braces 57 
and 58 add rigidity to the ‘rectangular bottom wall 41 
and, most importantly, prevent skidding. The attaching 
straps 2t} and 21 are ?xedly secured in position by the 
offset cleats '49 and 51 and are of su?icient length to ?t 
about the coffin when the container is in its open condi 
tion and to ?xedly secure the side and end walls in posi 
tion when the container is collapsed. The supporting 
block members 52 are important because they add sup 
port for the attachment of the draw bolt clamps 31 which 
operatively engage the spring loaded draw bolts 26, be 
cause they support the end walls 45‘ and 46 and because 
they protect ‘the container’s contents from end pressures. 
Block 52 is held in place by screws 63 and 64 or other 
appropriate means as shown in FIG. 6. 
The inside corner catch designated generally as 39 

which is employed to ?xedly secure the side walls 24 
and ‘25 to end walls 45 and 46 is shown most clearly in 
FIG. 7. Here, the ?anged members 65 and 66 are ?xedly 
secured by screws 67 or other appropriate means to the 
end wall 45 and side wall 24. The securing element 68 
is then operatively attached at ‘one end 71 to one of the 
?anged members 66 so that one terminal element fits with 
in the inwardly turned ?ange of that member and a ter 
minal lateral extension 72 is accommodated within the 
other inwardly turned ?ange 65. In this simple yet e?i~ 
cient manner the side walls and end walls of the collapsi 
ble container may be securely engaged. The end walls 
of the container such as 45 have lateral supporting ?anges 
55 on their inner rim member 48v which support the cor 
ner latches where they attach to the walls. The inside 
corner latch shown in FIG. 7 is particularly advantageous 
for the purpose of the present invention because it holds 
adjacent walls ?rmly in place simply and e?iciently yet 
can be easily opened when the container is to be col 
lapsed. 
FIG. 8 which is a cross section taken along the line 

8-8 of FIG. 6 shows in detail the manner in which the 
offset cleats such as 52 on the rectangular bottom wall 
41 are ?xedly secured in position. The bottom wall 41 
is supported at the point of attachment with the cleats 
and the draw bolt clamp 31 is secured below the bottom 
wall cleat 52 so that it may accommodate the spring 
loaded draw bolt 26 on the outer surface of the side wall 
25. The attaching strap such as 2% in FIG. 8 is ?xedly 
secured beneath the bottom wall olfset cleat 52 and above 
the rectangular bottom wall 41. Wall 41 may be addi 
tionally supported by other supporting elements at the 
point where the o?set cleat and the catch are secured by 
screws or other appropriate means to the rectangular 
bottom wall. As shown by the phantom lines the side 
Wall 25 is disposed between the catch 31 and the bottom 
wall o?set cleat 49. The cleats are preferably beveled 
to accommodate the straps such as 20 in FIG. 8. Hence, 
the side wall offset cleat 32 shown in phantom lines in 
FIG. 8 is beveled at its terminal portion 73 to provide 
for the strap 20. Cleat 32 is also disposed-to provide a 
space 74 between its terminal portion and the top portion 
of the cleat 49* disposed on the rectangular bottom wall 
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41. This open space 74 accommodates strap 20 which 
extends about the co?in disposed on the rectangular bot 
tom wall 41. Alternatively, when the collapsible crate 
is in its collapsed position straps such as 20 are employed 
to secure the end and side walls. In considering the 
overall structure of the container none of the side wall 
supporting cleats should directly engage the bottom wall 
supporting cleats. Rather, all side and bottom wall cleats 
should be disposed to provide a space such as 74 accom 
modating straps such as 20. As will be apparent from 
FIG. 8 the supporting cleats can be employed even if 
they are not beveled in the manner shown. However, by 
beveling the terminal portion of the supporting cleats of 
the side walls 24 and 25 and rectangular bottom wall 41 
the strap 20 is more easily accommodated and is subject 
to less deleterious wear. 

FIG. 9 which is a cross section taken along the line 
9—9 of FIG. 1 shows in detail the manner in which the 
side walls 24 and 25 and end walls such as 46 are disposed 
upon one another when the container is in its closed 
position. The phantom lines of FIG. 9 show the position 
of the side walls 24 and 25 and end walls 45 and 46 in 
their erect position. The spring loaded draw bolt 26 
which is ?xedly secured to the side walls 24 and 25 of 
the collapsible container comprises essentially a ?anged 
base member 75 which is ?xedly secured to the side walls 
24 and 25 and has operatively engaged therewith a spring 
mechanism 76. When the cover unit shown in FIG. 9 
is disposed in the position shown in FIG. 3, the spring 
mechanism 76 operatively engages a clamp 39. Also 
?xedly secured to the collapsible side walls 24 and 25 is 
a handle 27 and its holder 35 which are employed to lift 
the ‘collapsible casket container when the container is in 
its opened condition. Each side wall 24 and 25 is pivoted 
along the path shown by the arrows to its erect position 
and attached to the adjacent end wall by the inside corner 
catches shown in FIG. 7. The movement of the side Walls 
24 and 25 into the illustrated erect position is made pos 
sible by the employment of the piano hinges 29 and 39 
which are ?xedly secured to the inside surface of the side 
wall and are supported by hinge mount angle bar members 
37 and 38. The angle bar members are screwed or 
otherwise ?xedly secured to the roof member 43. in 
the embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 9 rein 
forcing members 77 and 73 are disposed between the 
angle bar members and the adjacent side wall. The 
spring loaded draw bolt mechanism 26 and handle 27 
?xedly secured to the outer faces of the side walls 24 
and 25 and end walls 45 ‘and 46 tre reinforced by the 
cleats such as 32 and 32a in FIG. 9 which are disposed 
opposite the hardware on the inside of each side wall. 

Because of the employment and disposition of the 
supporting cleats it is possible to employ material for 
the ‘collapsible containers which would otherwise be 
considered unduly light and fragile for successful use in 
protecting co?ins during shipment. Further protection 
is a?orded the side walls by the scuff angle bar members 
28 which also protect the end walls as shown at 81 in 
FIG. 9. The scuff angle bar members are most clearly 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. Though these scuff angle 
bar members are highly desirable for the purposes of 
the present invention they are not necessary to provide a 
sufficiently sturdy collapsible container useful in shipping 
co?’ins. The rimmed end wall 46 is provided with a 
spring loaded draw bolt and, most importantly, a sup 
porting cleat 82 behind the draw ‘bolt for support. Like 
the side walls, the end walls such as 46 are engaged with 
root member 43 by a piano hinge such as 83 in FIG. 9. 
The disposition of the inside corner catch 39 is also shown 
in FIG. 9. 
The longitudinal cleat 49 ?xedly secured to the rec 

tangular bottom wall 41 acts to further support the coil‘ln. 
As clearly shown, however, the bottom wall cleats do 
not engage the side wall cleats. A space designated 74 
is provided ‘for the straps 20 between the side wall cleats 
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and rectangular bottom wall cleats (FIG. 9). In spite 
of the provision of this space, however, the cover unit 
and rectangular bottom wall 41 are fully supported. The 
bottom wall 41 is also provided with longitudinal braces 
57 and 58 which add rigidity and prevent skidding. 
As shown most clearly in FIGS. 2, 3 and 9, the col 

lapsible container comprises essentially two sections. 
First, the rectangular bottom wall 41 with its longitudinal 
braces 57 and 58 and clamps 31 for engagement with 
the spring loaded draw bolts 26 and, second, the top 
cover unit which comprises a roof member 43 and oppos 
ing side walls 24- and 25 and ‘end walls 45 and 46 which, 
in the open position, serve to completely protect the eu 
closed co?in. This covering unit is ?xedly secured to 
the rectangular bottom wall 41 by means of the spring 
loaded draw bolts 25. In use the cover unit is lifted from 
the rectangular bottom wall 41 and turned so that the roof 
member 43 opposes the rectangular bottom wall 41. After 
the co?in 49 is disposed upon the bottom wall 41 and 
?xed in position by employment of the straps 2t} and 21 
the cover unit is lowered onto the rectangular bottom 
wall 41. Opposing side wall hinges 29 and 39 are dis 
posed at di?erent heights. In like manner the piano 
hinges attaching the end walls to the roof member 43 are 
similarly horizontally disposed at different levels. This 
disposition of supporting members makes possible the 
collapsing of the side and end walls within the area pro 
vided by the roof member. 

FIG. 10 which is a cross sectional view taken along 
the line 19-19 of FIG. 5 shows in detail the end wall 
45 in its upright position. The end wall 45 to which 
is attached the supporting cleat 82 is raised and lowered 
on the hinges shown in FIG. 10 at 83. The side wall 
hinges 29 and 39 are offset so that one side wall 25 may 
be lowered and disposed below the other 24!- when the 
container is collapsed as shown in FIG. 2. Viewing the 
structure in more detail than is shown in previous ?gures, 
one hinge 29 is provided in the notch of the ?ller block 
85 which is provided with a support member 77. Hinge 
30 is disposed above the ?ller block 87 which is simi 
larly supported by separate support member 78. Hinge 
30 is secured to ?ller member 89. The employment of 
?ller blocks as shown in FIG. 10 constitutes a distinct 
and signi?cant advantage over prior methods of support~ 
ing hinges in collapsible containers. This feature is 
shown most clearly by comparing FIG. 9 with FIG. 10. 
In FIG. 9 aluminum hinge mount angle bar members 37 
and 38 ‘are shown at a terminal portion of the container 
supporting the hinges 29 and 34} secured to the side walls 
24 and 25. In FIG. 10, on the other hand, these hinges 
29 and .30 are secured at their medial portion by the 
?ller block 85 or oifset thereto upon a ?ller backing 89 
disposed above the ?ller block 87. Because of the em 
ployment of these ?ller blocks at the medial portion of 
the piano hinges, full and rigid support of the side walls 
is provided without the employment of full length me 
tallic angle bar members. 
FIG. 11 which is a cross sectional view taken along 

the line 11—11 of FIG. 10 shows in detail the manner in 
which the piano hinge 30 supporting the side wall 24 is 
secured to the side wall 24, to the ?ller block 78, and 
the hinge mount angle member 37. 

FIG. 11 shows even more clearly the unique disposition 
of the hinge mount angle bar members and the ?ller block 
and ?ller block backing whereby it is possible to fully 
support the piano hinges without necessitating the em 
ployment of an angle bar member extending the full 
length of the container. This unique feature of the pres 
ent collapsible container for co?ins is also illustrated in 
FIG. 2.' Here, the piano hinge 39 which is secured to 
side wall 24 is supported by a hinge mount angle bar 
member 30 at its terminal positions and a ?ller block 
generally designated 87 at its medial position. The ?ller 
block is supported by a ?ller block backing 78. 

In use the straps which are shown in FIG. 1 are 
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10 
loosened and the side walls pivoted on their hinges to 
the position shown in FIG. 2. The opposing end walls 
are then rotated to the position shown in FIG. 2 disposed 
between opposing side walls. The easily manipulated in 
side corner catches are now employed to ?xedly secure 
the upright side and, adjacent end walls thus forming a 
rigid container structure. The top unit comprising the 
opposing side and end walls ?xedly secured by the inside 
corner catches and pivotally engaged with the roof mem 
ber may now be lifted from the rectangular bottom wall 
and disposed as shown in FIG. 3. Because this covering 
unit is constructed of light weight wood it may easily be 
moved. The rectangular bottom wall which resists skid 
ding because of the presence of support braces and is 
adapted to carry relatively'heavy loads because of the 
presence of the offset cleats and end block members, is 
then placed on a solid surface and a casket disposed over 
the cleats as shown in FIG. 3. The straps may then be 
tightened over the casket to hold it ?rmly in place. The 
spring loaded draw bolts on the outer surfaces of the 
side walls and end walls of the cover unit are now opened 
and the entire cover unit moved into position over the 
rectangular bottom wall and co?in. The spring loaded 
draw bolts now engage the clamp members as shown in 
FIG. 4 and the unit is fully closed, thus fully protecting 
the cof?n contained threin. Because of the unique con 
struction of the collapsible container of the present in 
vention it is possible to fully protect the cof?n without 
lifting the heavy co?in and lowering it into a previously 
constructed container. In accordance with the present 
invention the ico?in may be placed upon the rectangular 
bottom wall and the comparatively light weight cover unit 
lowered over the co?in and ?xedly secured in position 
by the spring loaded draw bolts. 
The disassembly of the unit is equally convenient. 

Spring loaded draw bolts such as 25, 26 and 27 are opened 
and the draw bolt clamps 31 released. The cover unit 
is lifted from the rectangular bottom wall 411. The straps 
which ?xedly secure the cof?n are unbuckled and the 
co?in is removed.‘ In this position the inside corner 
catches 39 are unlatched and the side and end walls 
pivoted into their folded position. Because the hinges 
of opposing walls have their axes at di?erent horizontal 
levels, each side and end wall is swingable from a plane 
substantially parallel to the roof member. With respect 
to the roof member, these opposing walls are spaced 
open when in the collapsed position and are swingable 
to a plane 90° with respect to the roof member, as shown 
in FIG. 2. Due to the unique disposition of the support 
ing cleats on the side walls 24 and 25, and end walls 45 
and ‘46, these walls may be pivoted on their hinges into 
the collapsed position without interfering with the hard 
Ware disposed on adjacent Walls. The collapsed cover 
unit may now be placed over the rectangular bottom wall 
41 and the straps buckled in place as shown in FIG. 1. 
The containers of the present invention are substan 

tially easier to load and unload than are prior art con 
tainers. Moreover, because of their light weight struc 
ture they may 'be easily and economically shipped. In 
spite of their light weight structure, however, the unique 
disposition of the supporting cleats on the rectangular 
bottom wall, the mating end walls, and opposing side 
walls provide a fully protective covering for the shipped 
co?in. These features coupled with the ease of employ 
ing the spring loaded draw bolts and relatively low manu 
facturing cost make the collapsible cof?n containers of 
the present invention signi?cantly superior to those here 
tofore known. 
We claim: 
In a two piece collapsible container the combination 

comprising: 
a generally rectangular base member having a pair of 

opposing end edges and a pair of opposing side 
edges, said base member being formed from relatively 
thin light weight material; 
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a plurality of base support cleats af?xed to one side 
of said base member to increase the strength of said 
base member, said cleats disposed at spaced apart 
longitudinal locations along said base member and 

12 
a second side wall member for-med of relatively thin 

light weight material and having dimensions which 
approximate those of said top wall member; 

means hingedly connecting said second side Wall mem 
ber to said top wall along the other side edge there extending between the side edges of said base mem- 5 

ber, each cleat so arranged that a vline drawn be- of, said means disposing the hinge connection be 
tween its ends adjacent the side edges of said base tween said second wall and said top wall su?iciently 
member forms an angle relative to the end edges of above said top wall to enable said second wall to be 
said base member; folded over said ?rst wall when said ?rst wall is 
collapsible top member which combines with said 10 folded parallel to said top wall and be substantially 
base member to form a generally rectangular closed parallel to said top wall; 
container when erected, and which is collapsible into a plurality of side wall cleats a?ixed to said second 
a relatively ?at member and combined with said side wall to increase the strength thereof, said cleats 
base member when the'container is to be shipped disposed on the side of said side wall which con 
without contents, said top member ‘comprising: 15 tacts said ?rst side Wall when said side walls are 
top wall generally rectangular in shape and of the collapsed, said cleats disposed at spaced intervals 
same general dimensions as said base member, said along the length of said second side wall and ex 
top wall having a pair of opposing end edges and tending along the width thereof, the spacing of said 
a pair of opposing said edges, said top wall formed second side wall cleats being determined by and 
from relatively thin light weight material; 20 equal to the spacing of the ends of the base cleats 

a pair of end wall members formed of relatively thin which are adjacent the other side edge of said base 
light weight material and hingedly connected to said member, said cleats extending to the side edge of 
top wall along the end edges thereof, the dimensions said second side wall opposite the side edge hinged 
of said end walls being such that they do not con- to the top wall; 
tact one another when they are folded to overlie said 25 fastening and carrying means secured to said second 
top wall; side wall member at locations coincident with side 
?rst side wall member formed of relatively thin wall cleats but on the other side of said wall, said 
light weight material and having dimensions which means extending outwardly from said wall member; 
approximate those of said .top wall member; locking means a?'ixed to said side and end wall mem 

means hingedly connecting said ?rst side wall member 30 bers for securing said wall members in an erected 
to said top wall along one side edge thereof, said position in which the end and side walls are main 
means disposing the hinge connection between the tained generally perpendicular to said top member, 
side wall and top wall suf?ciently above said top wa11 said side wall cleats being so offset from opposing side 
to enable said ?rst side wall to be folded over said Wall Cleats by virtue of the angular disposition of 
end walls when said end walls are overlying said 35 said 'base cleats that they do not overlie one another 
top wall and be substantially parallel to said top when the locking means is released and the end and 
walls; side walls collapsed; and 

a plurality of side wall cleats affixed to Said ?rst side base fastening means secured at the edges of said base 
Wall to increase the strength thereof, said cleats dis- member coincident with the ends of said base cleats 
posed on the side of said wall which ‘contacts said 49 . for cooperation with the fastening means on said 
end Walls When said side wall is collapsed, said cleats side Wall cleats to secure said base to said top. ' 
disposed at spaced intervals along the length of said 
side wall and extending along its width, the spacing References Cited in the ?le of this Patent 
0; said side cleattls being determined by and equal to A? UNITED STATES PATENTS 
t e spacing of e ends of the base cleats which are a ' - ' 

adjacent one of the side edges of said base member, Y ?ivlggon """""""" " 'bg’v' 266’ i901 
said cleats extending to the side edge of said side 1352’299 N‘; 32 n """"" "f"- 0t‘ ’ 908 
wall member opposite to the edge which is hingedly 1’524’966 B e ““““““““““““ " Sept‘ 7’ 1920 
connected to said top wall member‘ ’ ’ 0.6mm] et a1 """"""" -" Fgb' 3’ 1925 

‘ . . ’ . . 1,614,724 Friedlaender ________ __ Jan. 18 1927 ‘fastening and carrying means secured to sa1d ?rst side 50 1 928 672 M- h H ’ 
Wall member at locations coincident with side wall 2’720’998 P ‘Etc 6 '''''''''' " Oct‘ 3’ 1933 

cleats but on the other side [of said side wall mem- 2’8G9’746 Lgngfgrzl """""""" " ber, sa1d means extending outwardly from said wall - 2,884,125 Cadillac et a1. _______ __ Apr. 28, 1959 

member; 


