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This invention relates to the mmufacture and assembly 
of decorative tassels, for example, those used to decorate 
academic and choir caps, and refers more particularly to 
an improved construction for such tassels and a method 
for making same. 

In the manufacture of tassels, one of the conventional 
methods is to form a bundle of woven or braided strands, 
double the bundle on itself and tie or clamp the entire 
bundle together adjacent the locus of doubling so as to 
provide a tassel in which the number of free ends is twice 
the number of strands used. It is somewhat di?icult to 
manumly perform the necessary tying or clamping oper 
ation. The strands must be so held that the ends are even 
and maintained this way while the tie or clamp is made. 
Moreover, in the case of metal clamps, which are usually 
strips of deformable metal wrapped around the doubled 
bundle, special applicator equipment is needed since the 
clamp must be tightly engaged with the collected strands 
to ?rmly hold them and to prevent ‘the clamp from slip 
ping along the tassel from its desired position adjacent the 
end formed by the doubling operation. 
One of the objects of the instant invention is to provide 

an improved method of making tassels in which the prob 
lems above noted are eliminated. One of the principal 
advantages of the method resides in the fact that the 
heretofore dif?cult doubling and clamping operation has 
been greatly simplified, so simpli?ed, in fact, that it can 
be performed by hand in a matter of seconds and without 
requiring any tools or machinery, ‘or without tying knots. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a unique 

tassel construction which lends itself to assembly by the 
method of the invention and which results in a tassel 
of improved appearance and utility. It is a feature of the 
invention in this respect that the retention of the tassel 
strands in doubled condition is maintained by a simple 
collar or ring which encircles the bundle below the dou 
bled end and which serves during assembly to effect the 
completion of the doubling operation. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
tassel construction of the character described in which 
means are provided for connecting with the tassel a 
medallion, school insignia, or numerals, which means 
permits ready interchangeability with the tassel of vari 
ous items of this nature without disturbing or requiring 
disassembly of the [tassel construction itself. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a tassel 

construction in which the medallion support is so con 
structed that it assists in the positioning of the retaining 
collar on the tassel and is so constructed that its assem 
bly into the tassel is accomplished with ease and facility. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
tassel construction in which, because of the nature of the 
collar, the latter can be provided with a wide variety of 
surface decorations which will not be disturbed or dam 
aged during assembly [of the completed tassel. 

Other and further objects ‘of the invention, together 
with the features of novelty appurtenant thereto will 
appear during the course of the following description. 

In the accompanying drawing which forms a part of 
the speci?cation and is to be read in conjunction there 
with, and in which like reference numerals indicate like 
parts in the various views; 
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FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a tassel according 
to the invention in the initial phase of its assembly; 

FIG. 2 is a similar view, but showing a completed 
tassel embodying and made in accordance with the in 
vention; and 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the combined 
medallion support and collar positioning member, dis 
associated from the remainder of the assembly. 

Referring to the drawing, and initially to FIG. 1, ref 
erence numeral 10 indicates a bundle of equal length 
tassel strands. Usually the strands are braided from tex 
tile or synthetic ?laments, although various other threads 
and yarns or cords can be employed. The strands are 
gathered together at the midpoint of the bundle by one 
end of a suspension cord 11 having the portion 11a 
looped around the bundle and secured by knot 11b, and 
the metal tie clamp 12. The suspension cord 11, before 
it is tied to the bundle, comprises simply a length of cord 
whose ends are connected by the clamp 12 to form a 
large loop. The bundle is positioned in the loop with the 
clamp 12 in the position shown "and the simple knot 11b 
is then tied. 

After the pre-assembly of the bundle It} in the fashion 
above described, there is slipped over the cord 11 a ring 
or collar member 13 which is preferably of circular cross 
section with a cylindrical inner wall, and which may be 
provided on its outer surface with a machined striated 
or etched decorative pattern. The collar may be formed 
of any material capable of holding its shape during the 
assembly steps later to be described. We have found 
brass to be eminently satisfactory because of its ability 
to be treated to provide different colors, and the ability 
to easily machine different patterns into the surface. 

Also included in the assembly of the tassel is the ele 
ment 14 which is separately detailed in FIG. 3. It will 
be noted that this element is formed utilizing a length of 
relatively ?ne wire, and includes an open hook 14a at 
one end, and an eye portion 14b at the other. For rea 
sons which will subsequently appear, the axis of eye 14b 
is offset to ‘one side of the longitudinal axis of the central 
straight portion of element "14, and terminates in a re 
versely bent :tip 140. The wire of which element 14 is 
formed should have su?icient resilience that a tempo 
rary entrance throat to the eye can be opened by applying 
a wedging force between the tip 14c and the juncture of 
the eye with the straight portion. 
The element 14 is connected into the assembly by en— 

gaging hook portion 14a into the loop 11a of the suspen 
sion cord, as shown in FlG. 1. Either at that time or 
prior to assembly a medallion ‘15 (in this case a gradua 
tion year numeral) having an assembly eye 15a is con 
nected with element 14 by slipping the eye 15a of the 
medallion over tip ‘140 and forcing it through the throat 
‘of eye 14a. 
To complete the assembly of the collar with the tassel, 

the loop 11a and central pontion of the bundle 10 are 
forced through the collar. This can best be accomplished 
simply by holding the collar with ‘the ?ngers of one hand 
and pulling on the cord 11 until the loop‘ 11a has been 
drawn lengthwise through the collar, carrying with it the 
tied portion of the bundle. The resilience and ?exibility 
of the strands permits the bunched up bight formed by 
drawing the loop through the collar to be sufficiently 
compressed to pass through the collar. Once it is through, 
it will expand slightly again to form the slightly bulged 
end 10a of FIG. 2. 
The natural position of element 14 prior to assembly 

is shown in FIG. 1, and it will be observed that it is 
slightly to one side of a vertical line through clamp 12. 
Thus, as the collar ‘13 is forced over the doubled end of 
the strand bundle, the straight portion of the element will 



3,105,243 
a 
‘J 

tend to be positioned o? center in the collar, particularly 
near the lower end of the latter. By virtue of the offset 
of eye 14b, the eye will project slightly outwardly past 
the descending lower ‘end of the collar, and eventually 
will intercept same to limit the relative movement be 
tween the strand bundle and collar, and, in cooperation 
with the expanded strand mass above the collar, will 
serve to permanently maintain the collar in the proper 
position. The relatively great cross sectional surface of 
the medallion assists in turning the eye so that it is essen 
tially radially disposed with respect to the axis of the 
collar, and so that its upper portion projects into the path 
of the lower end of the collar as the latter advances down 
wardly relative to the strand mass. 

It will be evident that the medallion 15 can easily be 
removed and replaced by other insignia. This is accon - 
plished simply by snapping the medallion out of the eye 
14b. The throat of the eye 14b is turned inwardly and 
concealed by the strands at all times, which gives the 
tassel a neat ?nished appearance. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that this invention 

is one well adapted to attain all of the ends and objects 
hereinabove set forth together with other advantages 
which are obvious and which are inherent to the structure. 

It will be understood that certain features and sub 
combinations are of utility and may be employed with 
out reference to other features and subcombinations. 
This is contemplated by and is within the scope of the 
claims. 
As many possible embodiments may be made of the 

invention without departing from the scope thereof, it is 
to be understood that all matter herein ‘set forth or shown 
in the accompanying drawings is to be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described our invention, We claim: 
1. In a tassel construction, the combination of a plu 

rality of strands gathered together to provide a bundle 
in which the strands are generally parallel with one an 
other, a suspension cord member having a loop- portion 
circumscribing said bundle at substantially the longitu 
dinal midpoint thereof, a substantially rigid tubular collar 
encircling and con?ning bundle portions on opposite sides 
of said loop portion whereby to gather the strands in said 
bundle portions within said collar in substantially parallel 
arrangement with one another, and means connected at 
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one end with said loop portion and extending lengthwise 
through said collar and having at the other end a stop 
surface positioned .to limit the possible movement of said 
collar away from said loop portion. 

2. The combination as in claim 1 wherein said last 
named means comprises a length of substantially straight 
wire having a hook portion formed at said one end and 
engaged with said cord and wherein said stop surface is 
formed as part ‘of an eye at the other end, said eye offset 
from the axis of the straight portion. 

3. The combination as in claim 2 wherein said eye 
comprises a snap ring, and including a medallion detach 
ably connected with said snap ring and disposed adjacent 
the outer surface of said bundle. 

4. In a tassel construction, the combination of a bundle 
of strands doubled back to provide a central bight with 
portions of said bundle adjacent said bight arranged in 
substantially parallel relationship, a tubular collar sleeved 
over and surrounding said portions, a suspension cord 
having a loop portion looped around said bight, a mem 
ber extending generally axially through said collar and 
connected at one end with said loop portion, the other 
end of said member having a portion sufficiently offset 
laterally as to present a surface to engage the adjacent 
end of said collar to limit movement of said collar away 
from said bight. 

5. The combination as in claim 4 wherein said member 
is formed from ‘a length of wire of greater length than 
said collar and having a substantially straight main body, 
said main body terminating at said one end in a hook 
engaging said loop portion and at said other end in an 
eye, said eye being olfset from the axis of the main body. 

6. The combination as in claim 5 wherein said eye is 
formed as a snap ring, and including a medallion posi 
tioned on one side of said bundle and releasably con 
neoted with said snap ring. 
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