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This invention relates to containers, and more partic 
ularly to an improved type of [fastening means for re— 
taining the cover in place on metallic receptacles such 
as are used for the deposit and collection of refuse, gar 
bage, etc. . 

It is recognized that in many suburban communities, 
the disposal of refuse ‘and garbage presents a problem in 
that individual householders must provide for the storage 
of these waste products for periods of time varying from 
several hours up to a week depending on the frequency 
with which collections are made by the local agency 
charged with the disposal of these materials. As a prac 
tical matter, refuse and garbage is usually stored in large 
metal containers kept outside of the dwelling house and 
unless the cover of such a receptacle is securely fastened, 
these receptacles attract the attention of stray dogs and 
cats, or other animals in thevicinity, during the evening 
or early morning hours. Quite frequently, these maraud 
ers succeed in removingthe cover, upsetting the recep 
tacle and distributing the contents about the immediate 
area to create an unsightly and insanitary condition. 7 
The invention contemplates the provision of a novel 

latching member made of a single strip of resilient mate 
rial which can be easily attached to conventional metal 
refuse receptacles to ensure that the cover will not ac 
cidentally be removed. . 
An object of the invention is also to provide a cover 

‘for a conventional metallic refuse receptacle having lock 
ing means to secure the cover in place. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a latching 
’ mechanism which may be attached either to the recep~ 

tacle or to the cover of the usual metallic waste receptacle 
which will be effective in either case to prevent uninten 
tional removal of the cover. 

In the drawing, 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the upper portion of a 

refuse receptacle provided with a cover having one em. 
bodiment of a latching means in accordance with this 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-section in elevation taken on the line 

2—2 of FIG. 1, on an enlarged scale; 
FIG. 3 is 'a perspective view on a greatly enlarged scale 

illustrating the resilient latching means; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of a portion 

of the upper end of a receptacle provided with a modi?ed 
form of latching means in accordance with the invention. 

In FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawing, a conventional cir 
cular metallic container is indicated by the numeral 10, 
the upper margin of which terminates, as is the usual 
practice, in an outwardly turned head 11. Such contain 
ers are usually provided with a metallic cover 12 having a 
downwardly extending annular skirt portion 13, the lower 
margin of which is also outwardly turned to form the 
bead 14. The handle 15 may also be either welded or 
riveted or otherwise attached at the top central portion 
of the cover. 

Generally speaking, the depending skirt portion of the 
cover is provided with a slight outwardly extending ?air 
and is dimensioned to engage frictionally with the outer 
edge of the head 11 on the container, but due to manu 
f-acturing expediency, more often than not it is found in 
practice that the cover 12 ?t rather loosely on the contain 
er 10, with the result that, as previously mentioned, dogs 
or other animals ?nd by experiment that the cover can 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

3,104,903 
Patented Sept. 24, 1,963 

, 2 a 

be easily pushed aside when it is desired to reach the 
contents of the receptacle. . ' I 

To obviate this nuisance, we have developed a novel 
latching means, one application of which is shown‘in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, in which the latching means, indicated 
generally by numeral 16, is attached ‘to the cover 12-. 
This latching means is formed from a single piece of re 
silient sheet material and by reference to FIG. 2, it can 
be seen that the strip is bent ‘so as to provide, in succes 
sion, an attaching portion 17, provided with one or more 
apertures 18 to receive rivets or sheet metal screws, a 
shank portion 19, a laterally extending portion 20, a rea 
entrantly curved portion 21, a {further curved portion 21av 
extending around behind portion 21, a further lateral-por 
tion 22 extending back behind the ?rst lateral portion20, 
and a further upwardly ‘extending portion 23, this last 
portion including if desired an angularly turned ?nger 
engaging portion 24. . x 1 ‘ 

Preferably, the latch is attached to the inside of the 
upper wall of the cover 12 and positioned so that when 
the cover is in place, the laterally offset portions “20 and 
22 will extend downwardly outside of the upper margin 
of the container 10, with the curved hook ‘portions 21 
and 21a disposed under the bead 11. I 1 

In order to permit the ?nger-engaging portion 24-tc ‘be 
actuated, a ‘generally rectangularly shaped opening 26 is 
provided in the skirt 13 through which the portions 23 
and 24 of the latching means may project. 

It should be noted that the lateral portions 20 and 22 
are positioned with respect to the upper margin of the 
receptacle so that as the cover is lowered in place, the 
lower side of the curved portion 21a will ?rst come into 
engagement with the surface of the head 11 so that upon 
further downward movement of the cover, it will be 
forced outwardly to clear the bead, after which it will lbe 
returned by virtue of the springiness of the resilient metal 
strip to place the curved hook portion 21 against the 
side of the container and under the bead 11. 

It will be understood that two or more latching means 
16 could be attached spaced around the periphery of the 
cover, but we have provided a simpler means acting in 
cooperation with the single latch for holding the cover in 
place. As seen in FIG. 2, the skirt portion 13 is provided 
with an inwardly directed depression or dimple 27 located 
preferably diametrically opposite from the latch 16. This 
dimple is located below the upper margin of the skirt a 
su?icient distance so that it will lie below the bead .11 
on the container when the cover is in place. 

In use, when the cover 12 is to be placed on the con 
tainer 11, the procedure is to ?rst place the side of the 
cover having the dimple on the container so that the 
dimple will lie under the head 11, after ‘which the side 
of the cover with the latching means 16 is pushed down 
as far as it will go causing the curved portions 21 and 21a 
to pass outwardly of the bead and, when they have passed 
below it, to spring back into the position shown in FIG. 2 
to positively lock the cover in place. 
When it is desired to remove the cover, an upward pull 

on the ?nger portion 24 urges the portions 20 and 22 out 
wardly to clear the head 11 and ‘release one side of the 
cover. The cover is then tilted upwardly until the dimple 
27 is swung outwardly from under the bead 11, after 
which the cover may be disengaged from the recep 
tacle 10'. 
One advantage of this invention is that it may be easily 

attached to existing refuse containers. All that is neces 
sary to do is to drill or punch openings through the side 
of the container in alignment with the apertures 18 of 
the latch and to use self-threading sheet metal screws 25 
to attach the latch 16 to the outside surface of the con 
tainer 10% in a vertical position so that the underside of 
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the curved hook portion 21 will extend over in close 
proximity to the‘upper side of the bead 14 when the 
cover 12 is in place. 7 

In FIG. 4, only one latch is shown, but it will be un 
derstoodv that another similar latch can be attached to 
the container :10 on its opposite side so. that the two 
latches placed diametrically across from each other will 
positively lock the cover in place. The laterally extend 
ing portions 20 and 22 joined by the hook portions 21 
and 21a project inwardly over the bead 14 to look the 
cover in place. When it is desired to remove the cover, 
it is only necessary to exert outward pressure on the 
?nger~engaging portion 24 whereby the resilient shank 
portion 19 will permit the hook portions to be displaced 

, outwardly a distance suf?cient to clear the bead 14 to 
permit the cover to be lifted upwardly‘ by the handle 15. 

' Having disclosed the invention in several applications 
in which it may be practiced, it will be understood that 
other improvements and modi?cations may be made by 
those skilled in the art which would be contemplated 
as coming within the scope of the appended claims. 
We claim: , 

' 1-1. In latching means for open top containers having 
a cover means extending downwardly over said open top 
wherein the upper margin of the container and the lower 
margin of the cover means are both provided with a 
peripheral outwardly extending ?ange, a single piece of 
elongated resilient sheet material having a mounting por 
tion at one end and having in succession, a shank por 
tion, a laterally projecting portion, a backwardly curved 
portion, a portion re-entrantly curved around the ?rst 
curved portion, a second lateral portion extending back 
behind the ?rst lateral portion, and a further portion 
extending generally at right angles to the lateral portions, 
the mounting portion of said strip being ?xedly attach 
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able alternatively to the container or the cover'means 
for operative latching engagement with the other of said 
two elements, and additional means spaced from said 
latching means to hold the cover in'place on the con-i 
tainer. 

2. In closure means for an open receptacle having an 
outwardly projecting annular bead, cover means having a 
horizontal surface provided with a depending annular 
skirt portion to encircle said annular-bead and terminat 
ing below the bead, said skirt being provided with an 
inwardly directed portion to underlie a portion of the ; 
bead, and latching means spaced fromv the inwardly di 
rected portion to underlie another portion of the ‘head, 
said latching means comprising a strip of resilient, sheet 
metal having a mounting portion ?xedly secured to the 
underside of the cover means, and having in succession,' 
a downwardly extending portion, a backwardly curved 
latching portion, a portion re-entrantly curved around he 
hind said ?rst curved portion, a portion extending up 
wardly behind the downwardly extending portion, and a 
?nger engaging portion projecting laterally outwardly; 
said skirt portion being provided with a single opening’ 
through which said ?nger engaging portion projects and-_ 
through which said latching portion may move to release 
the cover means. 
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