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The invention relates to an electric lighting ?xture 
utilizing luminescent tubesas a source of light and par 
ticularly ‘adapted for its operative mounting on and be 
low a ceiling or other overhead structure above a space 
to be illuminated. ' ' 

In overhead ?xtures of the present type utilizing lumi 
nescent electric lamp tubes as light sources, it is gen 
erally desirable that the light tubes be concealed within 
the ?xture against their direct viewingand that _-a ‘trans 

rnay be removably mounted on a ?xedly-supported base 
element which independently and replaceably supports 
,the lamps from a frameacarried re?ector element above 
them, and the present ?xture has been particularly de 
signed with the general object of providing a particularly 
simple and effective assembly having its aforesaid ‘base ' 
and reflector and light-distributing elements comprising 
major parts of a structure which is arranged for apar 
ticularly ready assembly and disassembly of its elements 
at an overhead installation point for the. ?xture. 
Another ‘general object is to provide the aforesaid ma 

jor elements of the assembly as comprising sections of 
elongated members which are of uniform cross-section 
therealong, whereby the elements may comprise member 
parts of corresponding and different lengths to provide 
?xture assemblies of various overall length as generally 
determined by the lengths of available light tubes to be 
used. " 1 

A more specific object is to provide the present light 
ing ?xture with particularly simple and effective inter 
locking connections between ‘the aforesaid major elements 
of the assembly in such relation to the connected elements 
that they are progressively accessible as-the ?xture is as 
sembled or disassembled. ' 
A further object is to provide particularly simple and 

effective devices for removably mounting and supporting 
the lamps and the lamp-energizing ballast on the installed 
base element. -. 
An added object is to provide a lightn?xture‘assernbly 

in which the mutual connections between the ‘major ele-v 
ments, and between said elements and members directly 
carried thereby, avoid the use of screws or other too 
applied fasteners, with said connections all arranged to 
be manually made or broken; 7 
The invention possesses other objects and features of 

advantage, some of which, with the foregoing, will be set 
forth or be apparent in the following description of a 
typical embodiment thereof, and in the accompanying 
drawings, in which, 1 1 

FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary perspective view showing 
upper and side-edge and end faces of coterminously en 
gaged and like ?xture~ assemblies embodying the present 
features of invention. v 
FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary plan view of the showing 

of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a broken-away side elevation of the 

structure of FIGURE 1. 
, FIGURE 4 is an end view taken at the line 4-4 in. 

FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 5 is a sectional view taken at the line 5—5 

in FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective end 

view taken at a hanger bracket connection shown in FIG 
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v ‘2 
URE 4 as connecting the base and re?ector elements of 
the ?xture. > i 

' FIGURE 7 is an exploded perspective view fragmen 
tarily. showing various elements and members of a present ‘ 
?xture assembly more-or-less separated in their of 
mutual cooperation in the ?xture assembly. ' 
‘FIGURE 8 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 

taken Hfrom the line v8--8l in FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 9 is an enlarged broken-away and fragmen~ 

tary view of a lower corner portion ofthe showing of 
FIGURE. 4. ’ 

'lucent light-emanating shade- enclosure for the'light tubes 

20 

FIGURE-1U is a ‘fragmentary ‘perspective showing of 
a pane of the lighodi-stgributing element, with said pane 
providing a prismatic light-di?using design at its outer 
face. ‘ 

FIGURE 11 is ‘a fragmentary’ perspective and under 
neath showing of the‘ base element ‘as uni-tarily mounting 
the ballast u-nitand a lamp tube socket. I " 

~ FIGURE 12 is a wiring diagram of thegpower supply 
~to~thelarrrp tubes. > - " 

Essentially, .a present light ?xture comprises a unitary 
~ assembly int-utilizing one-onmo're electrically energizable 
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luminescentlamp tubes 15 with an associated lamp-en 
ergizing ballast unit 16 \for' ,the'ylamps, and including an 
elongated base or chassis element 1730f channelcross-sec 
tion adapted ‘for its supported mounting on and beneath a 
ceiling or other/overhead support overlying ‘a space to 
be illuminated and with its open side down, and" arranged 
for the vmutually independent and replaceable support 
thereby of the lamp tubes 15 and of the ballast l6 and 

~ of a re?ector element 18 which is operative to distribute 
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the light emanating ‘from the tubes l5v within a light 
diffusing shade ‘element 19‘ which is replaceably carried 
by and ‘from the mounted re?ector element in underlying ' ' 
relation- thereto‘. As' comprising a feature of particular 
present interest and importance, each of the primary ?x 
ture "elements comprising ‘the chassis 17 and re?ector 18 
and shade 19 are arranged'iior'their provision as cut-off 
portions of generally trough-shaped continuous strips of 

‘ uniform cross-section which‘ may be suitably and appro-v 
priately formed of metallic or non-metallic material. 

‘ ‘For its'use in manners which will hereinafter appear, 
the present base element 17 has a flat web portion'21 of . 
uniform thickness and width connecting flanges 22 of like 

_ complementary cross-sectiondepending transversely and 
integrally‘ from the web side edges and cooperative with 

. the web to de?ne a ballast-mounting channel space 23 

50 

of uniform cross-section above the plane of the bottom 
channel edge. Generally similar hanger elements. 214- and 
25 of channel section are ‘provided for the cooperative 
use of two or more of them with a base element 17 to 

i . support the latter from a ceiling or other overhead sup 
. port structure (not shown) in a relatively adjusted rela 
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tionof the elements'longitudinally thereof. As particuf , 
larly shown, the han-ger'elernents 24 and 25 are arranged 
to independently receive a base element 17 in spanning 
relation thereto, and said hanger elements'comprise upper 
web-plate portions 26 of rectangular outline havingv com 
plementar-ily like ?anges 27 depending from opposite sides 
‘thereof and arranged ‘for-their supporting connection‘ with 
the ?anges 22 of the base element 17 in a manner to at‘ 
lea-stinitially permit ‘relative and mutuallyfindependent 
longitudinal adjustmentsof said hanger elements with re 
spect to a supported base element 17. ' 1 

For a reason to'be herei after brought out, the web 
plate 26 ‘of a‘hanger‘ element ‘25 is shown as of substan 
tially square'outlinewhile the web plate of a hanger ele— 
ment 24 may be vsomewhat shorter. Also, ‘integral end 
parts 276’ of thevhanger element plates 26 are directed 

. obliquely downwardly between the side flanges 27, and the 
free edges of thevhanger parts 26’ de?ne a plane parallel 
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to and spaced below the plane of the web 26, whereby 
to de?ne a clearance space between the web 26 and the 
opposed upper face of the web '21 of a supported base 
element 17 while providing relatively rigid hanger ele 
ments 24 and 25 of minimum weight. ' 
As shown, the ?at intermediate portion of the web-' 

plate 26 of a hanger element 24 is provided with a cen 
tral circular opening 280: arranged for the upward exten 
sion therethrough of a plate-supporting hanger rod (not 
shown), and said plate portion is further provided with 
smaller circular openings 28b for the direct application of 
supporting bolts, or the like, upwardly therethrough with 
supporting heads or nuts of the rods or bolts disposed in 
the clearance space de?ned between the web of a hanger 
element and the supported base element. Also, and as 
shown, a longer hanger element 25 has its web portion 26 
provided with‘a central hole 29a which is larger than the 
corresponding hole 28a of the hanger 24 and is provided 
with bolt-receiving slots 2% corresponding to the holes 
28b of a hanger element 24 and arranged for use in sup 
porting the element from a conventional outlet box or 
other support. When the hanger element 25 is mounted 
at an appropriate point of an overhead support structure, 
the web portion 21 of the underlying base element‘ may 
be provided, as by the use of a hole saw, with a hole 121a 
registering with the hole 29a to provide for the‘ extension 
through said registered holes 21a and 29a of wires W-l 
supplying power to the ballast assembly '16 ‘which is ar 
ranged to energize socket-carried lamptubes 115 through 
wires W—2 leading thereto from said ballast assembly-see 
FIGURE 12. - 

It will now be particularly noted that the depending 
?anges 27 of the hanger elements 24 or 25 are formed and 
arranged for their supporting connection with the op 
posed base element flanges 22 through the cooperation 
with and between said ?anges of key members 31 com 
plementarily engaged in and between opposed longitudinal 
dovetail grooves 32 and 33 of uniform cross-section ex 
tending oppositely and transversely from the mutually 
opposed face portions of the respective ?anges in an up 
right plane. As particularly shown, the grooves 32 and’ 
33 are respectively provided in portions 34 and 35 of the 
flanges 27 and 22 wihch are transversely offset outwardly 
and inwardly from ?at inner and outer faces of the respec 
tive ?anges. Preferably, and most simply, the opposed 
said grooves are of like trapezoidal cross-section having 
their opposable ope-n sides of like width for their mutual 
registration to cooperatively de?ne full dovetail spaces in 
which the complementarily formed keys 31 are arranged 
to slidably ?t. In the present assembly, the grooves de 
?ning a said key-receiving space are of isosceles trapezoid 
cross-section of like depth whereby a key 311 to ?t the key 
ing space so de?ned has parallel side faces connecting 
edge grooves of isosceles triangle section, and such a key 
is symmetrical to the common plane de?ned as connectin 
the'apices of the V-grooves. ‘ 
A means is preferably‘ provided for releasably retain 

ing a key 31 in set operative engagement between each 
hanger ?ange 26 and the corresponding supported base 
element 17. As particularly shown in FIGURES l and 7, 
the keys 31 are somewhat longerthan the grooves of the 
hanger ?anges receiving them, and said keys are opena~ 
tively disposable with the opposite ends thereof simul~ 
taneously extended from the mounting hanger ?ange and 
provided with transverse L-shaped slots 38 extending from 
side edge points of the key. The keys 31 are arranged 
for the insertion of the bitof a screwdriver or like tool 
(not shown) in the longitudinal portions of one or both 
of the key slots 38 for a cam-action twisting of the bit to 
laterally expand the key end thereat for locking the posi 
tioned key end in frictional engagement wtih the opposed 
key-receiving grooves 22 and 27 of the base and hanger 
?anges, such a securing of a key 31 to and between the 
?anges being provided for by forming the key of an appro 
priately malleable metallic or other ‘suitable material. It 

I a 

v will be understood that a key =31 which has been installed 
in its operative relation to and between the ?anges in the 

' indicated, or other manner, initially functions to interlock 
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the engaged ?anges against relative transverse and lateral 
movements thereof, and thereafter prevents relative longi 
tudinal adjustments or" the ?anges after the key has been 
?xed in place by laterally expanding at a slot 38 of one 
or both key ends. 

Preferably, and as shown, the offset 35 of each ?ange 
22' is spaced slightly below the web 21 of the correspond 
ing base element ‘17 to de?ne mutually opposed grooves 
39 having their upper and lower sides de?ned respectively 
by the web and by oblique faces provided by the upper 
edges of the offsets 35, and the semi-dovetail grooves 39 
thus de?ned are advantageously utilizable for releasably 
mounting the ballast assembly 16 of a usual character 
within the space 23 of the base element .17, such a ballast 
assembly '16 being presently represented by its rectangular 
housing 41 having ears ‘41' extending oppositely as end 
extensions of the ?at casing wall which is disposable 
against the inner face of the base element web 21. Ac 
cordingly, the present ballast assembly is arranged for its 
adjusted mounting in and along the channel space 23 by 
the application of leaf-spring clips 42 between the con 
tinuous uniform grooves 39 while said clips are sprung 
over and against the ears 411’ of the ballast housing 41. 
Furthermore, the semi-dovetail grooves 39 may receive 
the ends of other similarly operative clips 43 which are 
sprung into place between them and may be utilized to 
hold the wires W—'1 and/ or W-2 in place against the web 
21 after the ballast assembly 16 has been disposed where 
desired in the base element space 23. 
By particular reference to FIGURES 4 to 8 inclusive, 

it will now be noted that the outer ?ange faces of the base 
element 17 have lower portions thereof which extend be 
low the ?ange grooves 33 and upwardly from bottom 
?ange portions v45 which extend transversely outwardly 
from the planes of said faces and provide at their inner 
sides opposed uniform longitudinal grooves 46. As 
shown, said'lower portions 45 of the base ?anges 22 ex 
tend as transverse ofr's’ets of said ?anges and are disposable 
beneath the lower ends of the offsets 34 provided by the, 
bottom portions of the base-mounting hanger ?anges 26, 
and the grooves 46 of said offsets are de?ned between ?at 
upper and lower faces which are respectively perpendicu 
lar to and extend obliquely downwardly from the planes 
of the ?ange faces de?ning their inner edges and are con 
nected by ?at inner faces which are parallel to said plane. 
V-grooves 47 are provided in the lower portions of the 
upper ?ange offsets 35 which provide the keying grooves 
33, with said grooves 47 de?ned between ?at inner faces 
extending obliquely upwardly and outwardly from bottom 
edges de?ned at the inner faces of the-offsets '35 and in 
the planes of the top faces of the offsets 45, the other 
faces of the grooves 47 being ?at and coplanar with the 
inner faces of the grooves 33. 

It. will now be particularly noted that the grooves 46 
and 47 of the ?anges 22 of the base element 17 are ar 
ranged for their cooperative use in independently mount 
ing on the base element sockets 49 for the lamp tubes 
15 and the re?ector element 18 and the shade element 
19 by utilizing llike T-shaped brackets ‘51 which are rela 
tively short longitudinally of the element 17, and are 
of a general T section. As particularly shown, ‘a bracket 
element 51 has a tongue portion ‘52 of uniform cross 
section which is formed for its close engagement with 
and between the grooves 46 and 47 of a base element 
?ange 22 whereby to [mount the bracket on said base 
?ange while preventing its rotation with respect thereto. 
In the present structure, the tongue 52 provides an upper 
V edge 53 for complementary engagement in ‘and along 
the V-groove 47 and has a uniform rib portion 54 ex 
tending intermediately from its outer side and providing 
a lower V edge 55 for complementari'ly engaging in and 
along the bottom V-groove portion of the groove 46. For 
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reasons to be hereinafter brought out, the top face of 
the rib portion 54 of the tongue '52 is spaced from the 
upper side of the groove 46 by a distance substantially 
equal to the depth of the latter groove, whereby an open 
space or passage 56 of uniform cross-section is de?ned _ 
along and between the upper rib side and the opposed 
portion of the upper groove side. 

In the present structure, the tongue 52 of each bracket 
51 extends integrally and transversely from and across 
a plate extension 57 which is directed transversely out 
wardly from and substantially perpendicular to the tongue 
52 and has its upper face portion immediately adjacent 
the tongue base arranged for its ?at engagement with 
the under edge of the offset 45 of the base ?ange 22 in 
an arrangement in which the tongue 52 and the plate 
57 are cooperative to transversely and laterally interlock 
said tongue and ?ange. From a point of the tongue 
adjacent its base at its inner side, a ?at plate portion 
58 extends obliquely downwardly and inwardly of the 
tongue ‘'52 and this plate is shown as making an angle 
of substantially sixty degrees with the plane of the ex 
tension 57 and suitably and ?xedly mounts the base por 
tion 49’ of a lamp socket member 49 thereon, with the 
terminals of the socket directed toward the other end 
of the base element 17 when, as is shown, cooperative 
brackets 51 are mounted at the ends of the base element. 

It will be noted that, in terms of a cross-section there 
of, a bracket unit 51 may be considered as having a 
general T-beam section with its tongue part 52 compris 
ing the web of the section while the parts 57 and 58 
comprise angularly related ?anges thereof in‘which the 
laterally spaced and obliquely directed ?anges 58 are 
arranged to position a lamp tube carried by the sockets 
thereon inappropriate cooperative position opposite and 
below re?ecting faces‘provided by a re?ector element 
18 mounted on the part 517 of the bracket 51, while 
the ?ange portions 22 of the base element 17 may mount 
brackets ‘51 ‘at or adjacent the extreme ends thereof. 
In the event that a ?ange 22 of a base element 17 is 
longer than available ‘lamp tubes 15 to be mounted there 
on, back-to~back pairs of lamp socket members 49 may 
be mounted on the ?ange at one or more appropriate 
intermediate points along the ?ange and between the 
end socket members for mounting a desired number of 
lamp tubes on the base ?ange. Also, socket members 
49 appropriately positioned on and along a base ?ange 
22 are preferably ?xed in position thereon to comprise, 
in effect, integral portions of the mounting ?ange; ac 
cordingly, the present one-piece brackets 51 may be 
formed of an appropriately malleable metallic or other 
suitable material whereby they may be readily ?xed in 
adjusted position on a mounting ?ange 22 by appropri 
ately pinching them to the received ?ange portions at 
their grooves 46 and/or 47. 

it will now be noted that the extending part 57 of 
each bracket element 51 is provided with a means for 
releasably and supportedly ?xing the re?ector element 
18 to the bracket. As shown, each bracket element 
part 57 has a flat inner portion 61 extending from the 
base of its tongue part 52 and connected to an upwardly 
offset ?at portion 6?. extending in ‘a plane parallel to 
the portion 61 and provided at its free side edge with 
an upstanding ?ange portion 63. The portions 61 and 
62 of the bracket part ‘58 are lapped and spaced at their 
mutual juncture and are integrally connected by a uni 
form web 64 extending upwardly between the outer edge 
of the portion 61 to a point of the portion 62 outwardly 
of the inner edge thereof to de?ne thereat a uniform 
groove 65 between the portions. An interior slot 66 is 
provided through the inner portion 61 of each bracket 
51 between the groove 65 and the part of the portion 
61 which is disposable opposite the lower edge of a 
bracket-mounting ?ange 22, and the present re?ector 
mounting means includes the groove 65 and the slot 66 
of the bracket parts 58, it being noted that at least two 
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brackets 51 are shown utilized’at opposite ends of each 
base ?ange 22. ‘ 
With reference to the structure of the re?ector ele 

ment 18, it will be noted that this element is shown as ' 
formed from an original blank strip of uniform cross 
section and includes mutually coplanar side parts 67 
connected by a generally ‘arched part, and having up 
Wardly-directed ?anges 69 ‘at the outer edges, of the 
parts 67, with the latter ?anges spaced to ?ttedly receive 
between them the ?anges 63 of the parts 58 of all bracket 
elements v51 mounted on the base element ?anges 22. 
The re?ector element 18' is arranged for the ?tted engage 
ment of end portions of its side parts 67 against the 
under side of the portions 61 with each bracket element 
51 at its ends, and, accordingly, is appropriately notched 
out from its extremities to freely receive the portions 
'61 and webs 64 of each of the bracket elements 51 
mounted on the base element 17, whereby the parts 67 

.. may be secured ?at against the under faces of the bracket 
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portions 62 by a suitable means, While the arched re 
?ector part receives the bracket parts 57 and the bracket 
carried lamp sockets within its ends. 

‘Since all portions of the under faces of the re?ector 
element 18 are disposed above the lamps of a present 
?xture assembly for intercepting light directed upwardly 
from the lamps, such faces are ‘preferably provided with 
re?ective surfaces which may comprise a light-re?ect 
ing and diffusing enamel coating. Also, and as particu 
larly shown, the arched part of the re?ector element 18 
has ?at portions 71 and 72 extending in order from a 
central bottom edge line of the re?ector to a right-angled 
corner 73 de?ned by horizontal ‘and upright sides re 
spectiveiy connecting the re?ector portions 72. to the parts 
67 and arranged to simultaneously and ?ttedly receive 
the lower edge portions of the base ?anges 22 in said 
corners for centering the mounted element 118‘ beneath 
and with respect to the ?anges 22 while the cut-back 
re?ector parts 67 are coplanar with the bracket portions 
61, it being understood‘ that the present re?ector ele 
ment is laterally rigidi?ed between its ends by reason of 
its angled cross-section. 
As disclosed, the means for releasably securing the ends 

of the re?ector element 18 to the bracket elements 51 
essentially comprises similar catch members 74 which are 
slidably :and retainedly mounted on the upper sides ‘of the 
portions 61 of each of the brackets ‘51 ‘and are projectib'le 
ras bolts from under said portions to ‘dispose extending end 
parts thereof beneath the mutually ‘opposed cut-back end 
portions of the parts 167 of the re?ector element 18 for 
the cooperative support of the element from the brackets. 
By particular reference to FIGURE 7, [it will be noted 
that a present catch member 74 ‘essentially comprises a 
?at U-bend of resilient wire or the like having its bend 
portion 75 connecting coplanar ‘arm portions 76 and 77 
directed longitudinally inwardly from the outer edges 
of the bracket portions 61 and biased ‘for their urged 
mutual separation, with the arm 76 engaged in and along 
the groove 65 which is provided along the spacing web 
64, connecting the inner ‘and outer portions 61 and 62 of 
the bracket part 58. A transverse end extension 78 of 
the catch arm 77 extends thnough the slot 66 and termi 
nates below the bracket in ‘a handle ‘loop 79 which is 
arranged for its engagement by a person’s ?ngers for 
freeing the extension ‘from its normal pressure engagement 
with the side of the slot rwhich is {furthest from the 
groove-‘held arm 76 and simultaneously moving the catch 
member 74 between limiting positions in which the exten 
sion 78 is disposed at ‘opposite ends of the slot 66. 
For positively maintaining ‘a catch member 74 in said 

limiting operative and inoperative positions thereof, each 
slot ‘66 is provided at its outer and inner ends with side 
notches 81 extending away fromthe groove 65 receiving 
the extension 78 of the catch :arm 76, and the notches 
81 are arranged to selectively receive the catch extension 
78, whereby to normally prevent longitudinal shifting 
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movements of the catch member 74 between its limiting, 
positions thereof as determined by the engagement of the 
extension 78 in a side notch ‘81 of the slot. Preferably, 
and as shown, the engagement of the unnotched portion 
of a part 67 of the re?ector element 18 with the under 
side of the corresponding bracket part 61 is arranged to 
dispose the notched-out end portion of the re?ector part 
67 immediately above the zone of action of the catch 
member 74, as determined by the height of the offset 
provided by the web 64 which connects the inner and 
outer portions 61 and 62 of each bracket 51, whereby an 
appropriate displacement of the spring-biased catch arm 
'77 toward the catch arm 7 6 and a longitudinal shifting 
of the catch member 74 by the use of the handle 79 
while the re?ector element 18 is disposed in its inter?tted 
relation to the brackets 51, may secure or release the 
element with respect to the brackets 51 and the base 
element 17 which carries the brackets. 
The shade element 19 is ‘arranged for its support from 

the base-mounted brackets 51 in ?xed underlying relation 
to the opaque re?ector element l8,1and is cooperative with 
the latter to de?ne a space 83 enclosing the lamp tubes 
for a diffused discharge of the light emitted by the tubes 
through and from the bottom and sides of the shade 
element. As shown, the element 19 ‘essentially comprises 
a unitary ‘assembly of general channelcross-section having 
its Web portion lowermost and comprising a rectangular 
pane 3'4, upwardly-extending and complementary side 
members ‘85 cooperatively carrying the pane at their 
bottoms and engageable at their tops with the brackets 
51 to support the element assembly from said brackets, 
and members ‘86 ?ttedly and ?xedly capping the ends of 
the pane-‘and-side assembly and unitarily engaging said 
pane ‘and side members to complete the element v19 in 
a unitary structure having its pane and side members 
of the same length as the re?ector element. The pane 
34 preferably has a transparent prismatic formation 
such that light passing therethrough from the space 33 
is so diffused that it does not show the parts in or bound 
ing said space, the side members 85 are preferably of ‘a 
translucent light-diffusing material, and the side members 
85 and capping members ‘86 are preferably of malleable 
materials ‘for facilitating a fabrication of the unitary 
shade element 19. , 

‘In the present structure, the side members 85 have 
mutually inturned bottom ?anges 87 providing edge 
grooves 87’ for opposed coplanar disposition and 1ar 
ranged to retainedly receive the side edges of the pane 
34, and said side members have inturned L-shaped upper 
?anges 88 providing coplanar portions 88’ at the top of the 
member and depending inner edge portions 88” having 
their lower edges coplanar and arranged for their element~ 
supporting seatmg on the parts 58 of the brackets 51 
adjacent their terminal ?anges ‘63 of said bracket parts. 
Also, a present capping member ‘36 comprises a one-piece 
?at plate part 89 of U-shaped outline provided with in 
tegra-l and similarly-directed transverse bounding ?anges 
39' and 89" along the inner and outer edges of the part 
89 ‘for cooperatively providing a channel space which is 
arranged to receive the opposed ends of the mutually 
connected pane 84 and side members 85. Since said side 
members 85 and the capping members 86 are of malleable 
materials, a pinched-on ?xing of the pane 84 in the grooves 
87’ of the ?anges 87 of the side members 85 and a gripping 
of the side members attheir ?anges within the ?ange 89” 
of the capping member are provided for. 

It will now be noted that, as indicated in FIGURES 1 
and 2 and 3 and 11, an aligned plurality of the present 
lighting ?xtures >14 may be mounted onlan overhead ceiling 
or other overlying support with adjacent ?xtures having 
their ends secured in mutual abutting relation by the joint 
use of one hanger plate 2-4- spanning their common plane 
of abutment as a connecting element. While a present 
?xture assembly installed alone or comprising ‘an end 
?xture of a line of the ?xtures may have its i?ree ends, or 
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end, emanating light longitudinally of the ?xture and 
from the space 83 de?ned between its re?ector and shade 
elements 18 and 19, the ?xture may obviously have such 
an end thereof fully closed by a rectangular plate member 
(not shown) replacing a present capping member 86 and 
bounded by a continuous transverse ?ange corresponding 
to the outer ?ange 89" of said capping member 8'6 and 
grippedly engaging the sides of the shade element which 
mounts it. 

Particularly with plural assemblies of the present ?x 
ture units, the inner portions of the longitudinal spaces 
or ducts 56 which are de?ned between the upper sides of 
the tongue ribs 54* and the upper sides of the grooves 46 
at a ?xture end may be utilized to mount a conductor 
carrying bracket loop 91 by receiving terminal mounting 
stem portions 92 of the loop which is shaped of wire or 
the ‘like and is particularly adapted and arranged to 
supportedly receive the conductor wires which supply 
power to the ballast assemblies associated with the ?x 
ture of the line to which the power wires W-‘l run. On 
the other hand, the ?xture space de?ned between the base 
element 17 and the re?ector element ‘18 may be suitably 
sealed ‘at an end thereof ‘which is otherwise ‘open, as by a 
plate member (not shown) which is engaged with and 
against the coplanar ends of the base and re?ector ele 
ments i7 and 18 and of the socket sides in said plane 
for ‘dust-sealing thereat the below-re?ector space so closed, 
and a latter said plate member may be conveniently 
mounted on the bracket and base assembly by means of 
screws engaged in the outer end portion of the space 56 
which would be suitably threaded for mounting such 
screws. 

While the present ?xture has been particularly dis 
closed as providing for the use of a single lamp, or line 
of lamps, at opposite sides of an upright plane passing 
through the longitudinal line at the bottom of the V 
trough of the re?ector, it will be understood that lamps 
might be omitted from the ?xture at one ?xture side or 
be provided in ‘a plurality of lines thereof at opposite 
sides of said plane as coming within the scope of the 
present invention. Furthermore, and noting that the dis 
closed ?xture structure is shown as symmetrical trans 
versely thereof with respect to said upright longitudinal 
plane of the ?xture, it will be understood that the present 
structural features are readily adaptable for providing a 
?xture having the major operative and structural features 
and arrangements between an upright plane at or parallel 
to said present plane of symmetry and one side of the 
present assembly, whereby to provide a transversely com 
pact ?xture which is particularly adapted for its ?tted in 
stallation in ceiling corners including those provided by 
corridors or hallways. 
From the foregoing description taken in connection 

with the accompanying drawings, the advantages of the 
present electric lighting ?xtures will be readily under 
stood by those skilled in the art to which the invention 
appertains. While I have shown and described a struc 
ture and operative arrangement which I now consider 
to comprise a preferred embodiment of my invention, I 
desire to have it understood that the showings are pri 
marily illustrative, and that such changes and develop 
ments may be made, when desired, as fall within the 
scope of the following claims. ' 

-I claim: 
1. In a support means for an overhead lighting ?xture 

having an elongated lamp-carrying base element of chan 
nel cross-section arranged for its support above a space 
to be illuminated and having transversely spaced and 
mutually parallel ?ange portions thereof depending v?x 
edly therefrom, a hanger member of channel cross-section 
having transversely spaced and mutually parallel ?ange 
portions thereof depending ?xedly therefrom, means 
for ?xedly mounting said hanger member on and below 
an ‘overhead support structure and for receiving the 
?anges of said base element between the hanger member 
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?anges in transversely opposed relation thereto, with said 
depending and opposed ?anges providing mutually regis 
tering and uniform dovetail grooves, extending thereinto 
and therealong from the opposed ?ange faces, and a 
complementary ?ange-connecting keying member releas 
ably engaging and directly cooperative within and be 
tween the opposed and registered said ?ange grooves to 
directly and positively support the base element from the 
hanger member tllereat. 

2. The structure of ‘claim 1 in which the grooves of 
the opposed ?anges of the hanger and base members 
are cooperative in an upright plane, and the cross-section 
of ‘the ?ange-connecting keying member is complementary 
to the key-receiving space jointly provided by and be 
tween the opposed ?ange grooves whereby the ?anges are 
engaged by the installed keying member for relative lon 
gitudinal adjusting movements thereof in said upright 
plane and against a transverse separating movement'with 
respect to each other for the support of the base member 
from the hanger member. 

10 
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3. The structure of claim 1 in which the releasable 

?ange-connecting key member engaging opposed said 
?ange grooves in longitudinal ?ange-engaging and Ion-1 
gitudinally adjustable relation thereto, is of malleable 
material, ‘and provides a longitudinal slot for the engage 
ment of a member-spreading tool therein for effecting 
a lateral deforming expansion of the keying member 
againsst the opposed said grooves to mutually ?x the 
?anges in longitudinally adjusted set position. 
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