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This invention relates to closure supporting elements 
for underlloor wiring ducts. ’ 

In underiloor wiring systems, it is common practice to 
provide accessible closure plates either directly on the 
wiring ducts themselves or on other openings leading to 
the ducts whereby access to the ducts may be readily effec 
ed. Itis necessary, of course, to provide -rnountings for 
the plates in association with the ducts. Since pouring of 
the concrete or like lloor must occur subsequently to the 
installation of the wiring ducts, damage to or marring of 
the closure mountings frequently takes place. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a closure 
mounting strip for underlloor wiring ducts which is of 
simple structure and which may be readily employed to 
present an nnmarred exposed surface in the finished lloor. 

In accordance with the invention, there is provided a 
closure mounting strip having opposed side faces and 
opposed longitudinal edges, and a ilange adjoining each 
said edge and extending angularly from andcontiguous 
to the adjoining one of said side faces, each said llange 
being substantially coextensive in length with said strip, 
eac-l1 said llange having »a planar edge surface in substan 
'tially parallel spaced relation to the .adjoining one of said 
side faces, one of said flange edge surfaces being spaced 
from the adjoining one of said side faces a greater distance 
than the other of said flange edge surfaces is spaced from 
the adjoining one of said side faces, whereby said strip 
may be selectively positioned to present flanges of varying 
height. 
The invention will be described with reference to the 

accompanying drawing, in which, 
LFIGURE 1 is a sectional elevation of an underiloor 

duct and associated elements in accordance with the in 
vention, and 
FIGURE Z is a plan view. 
`In the drawing, the underlloor duct shown comprises 

a bottom channel member l having a bottom wall 2, side 
walls 3, 'and longitudinal edge flanges '4, and top members 
5 each having a side wall 6 in overlapping engagement 
with a side wall 3, a flange 7 overlying a flange 4 and a 
vertically disposed lip 8 extending upwardly from flange 7`. 

In the particular form of duct illustrated, the vertical 
height thereof is adjustable by movingthe top members 
up or down relatively to the bottom channel 1 by means 
of ̀ adjusting screws ‘9, the elements being secured in adjust 
ed position by means of hold down screws 9a. 
The closure mounting strip in accordance with the in 

vention comprises ̀ a metal or like strip 1d having opposed 
side faces 11 and 12 and opposed longitudinal edges 13. 
A flange 14 extends perpendicularly from side face 11 ad 
joining an edge 13, and a flange 15 extends perpendicu 
larly from sfide face 12 adjoining the other edge 13. The 
ilanges 14 and 15 are of different height, i.e., llange 14 
has a longitudinal edge 16 lying in a plane spaced from 
the adjoining face 11 a greater distance than the spacing 
between the longitudinal edge v,(17 of flange 15 from the 
side face 12. The difference in height is that of the 
thickness of the finishing lloor tile or like covering indicat 
ed at 18. For instance, this dillerence may be one-eighth 
inch. The flanges 14 and 15 are coextensive in length 
with the strip 10. 
The duct cover plate is indicated at 1‘9. 
In use, with the adjusted duct in position in the floor, 

a strip 1li is placed upon each flange 7 of the top members 
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1 `5 with the face 12 thereof in engaging or facing relation 
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to the llange 7. Each llange 15 is thus upwardly directed 
and is in substantial engagement with `a lip 8 and each 
flange 14 is downwardly directed and in substantial en 
gagement with the opposed portion of a side wall 6. 
The height of each flange 15 is such that its edge r17 

is substantially flush with the edge of lip 8. «The cover 
plate 19 may then be placed in position with its side edge 
portions engaging and overlying the side faces 12. It will 
be observed that the exposed face of cover plate is sub 
stantially flush with the edges 1'7 of the mounting strips. 
The concrete or other cementitious flooring material 

2i? is then poured whereby the exposed face 2d thereof is` 
substantially flush with the exposed face of the cover 
plate, the edges 17 of the mounting strips, »and the edges 
of hips 8. No special care need be taken to protect the 
longitudinal edges 17 during the pouring or travelling> 
steps incidental to the laying of the llooring material 2l); 
When the lloor 20 is completed, the cover plate 19 is 

removed and the strips 1€)` are reversed in position. In 
other words, each strip 1t) is turned to place its Iface 11 » 
in engaging relation with flange '7 and its face 12 exposed, 
in such position flange 14 is upwardly directed and engag 
ing a lip S and flange 15 is downwardly directed. ln this 
position, it will be observed that the edges 16 of the strips 
are spaced above the exposed face 21 of the concrete iloor 
Z0. ' `Since the edges 16 have been disposed within the duct 
during the placing of the floor 2t), they will be in fresh, 
clean and unmarred condition when the strips 10 are 
placed in reverse position. The cover plate 19' lis then 
replaced and the floor covering 18 laid with its exposed 
face 18a substantially flush with the edges 16 of the mount 
ing strips. Each face 11 and 12 may be provided with a 
sealing gasket 22. ' 

It will be observed that the right hand side of FIGURE 
,f1 illustrates the position of strips 10 during the placing 
of iloor 2t)` while the left hand side of FIGURE 1 illus 
trates the position of the strips in the finished lloor. 

I claim: - ‘ 

1. A closure mounting means for underfloor wiring 
ducts which comprises a strip having opposed side faces, 
opposed longitudinal edges, ‘and a ílange adjoining each 
said edge, one of said flanges extending angularly from 
and continuous to one of said side faces and the other 
of said flanges extending angularly from and contiguous to 
the other one of said side faces, each said ilange being 
substantially coextensive in length with said strip, each 
said flange having a planar edge surface in substantially 
parallel spaced relation to the adjoining one of said side 
faces, one of said flange edge surfaces being spaced from 
the adjoining one of said side faces ‘a greater distance than 
the other of said flange edge surfaces is spaced »from the 
adjoining one of said side faces whereby one of said 
flanges is of greater height ̀ than the other of said llanges, 
and means forming a generally horizontal supporting sur 
face for said strip, said strip having a first position on said 
supporting surface wherein one of said side surfaces of 
said strip is seated thereon and a second position on said 
supporting surface wherein the other of said side surfaces 
of said strip is seated Ithereon whereby in said first position 
said ilange of lesser height projects above said supporting 
surface and in said second position said llange of greater 
height projects above said supporting surface. 

2. In an underfloor wiring duct having la top opening, 
a horizontally disposed supporting surface defining at 
least in part said top opening, a lip extending upwardly` 
from said supporting surface, and a closure plate arranged 
for support on said supporting surface, closure mounting n 
means comprising a strip having opposed side faces, op 
posed longitudinal edges, and a flange 4adjoining each said 
edge, one of said flanges extending angularly from and 
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contiguous to one of said side faces and the other of said 
flanges extending angularly from and contiguous to the 
other one of said side faces, each said flange beingvsub 
stantially coextensive Lin length with said strip, each said 
flange having a planar edge, surface in substantially paral 
lel spaced relation to the Vadjoining one of said side faces, 
one of said ñange edge surfaces being spaced from the 
adjoining one of said side faces a greater distance than 
the other of said flange edge surfaces is` spaced from 
fthe adjoining one of said side lfaces, whereby one of said 
flanges is of greater height than the other of said ñanges, 
and means forming a generally horizon-tal supporting sur 
face for saiid strip, said strip having a first position on said 
supporting surface wherein one of said side surfaces of 
said strip is seated thereon and a second position on said 
supporting surface wherein the other of said side surfaces 
of said strip is seated thereon whereby in said ñrst posi» 
tion said ñange of lesser height projects above said sup 
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¿i 
porting surface and in said second position said flange of 
greater height projects above said supporting surface. 

3. A closure mounting means as deñned in claim 2, 
said strip ñange of lesser height having an edge substan 
ti-ally flush with the edge of said Ilip when one of said side 
faces is seated upon said supporting surface, sa'id strip 
flange of greater height having an edge projecting above 
said lip edge when the other of said side faces is seated 
upon said supporting surface. 
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