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The present invention relates to improvements in ther 
mometer carrying cases suitable for use by persons em 
ployed in the erection and maintenance of mechanisms 
Where temperature readings are of material importance 
in the functioning of said mechanisms, such as in refrig 
eration and air conditioning. Such thermometer cases 
are customarily carried in the breast pocket of a jacket 
or shirt and are subject to being dislodged therefrom and 
falling to the ?oor causing breakage of the thermometer. 
Frequently the case is removed from the pocket for use 
and may not be returned to the pocket but is laid aside 
and may thereafter be accidently dislodged so as to fall to 
the ?oor to the damage of the thermometer. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide a 

case which will provide a maximum of protection for the 
thermometer consistent with the case being conveniently 
stored upon the person of the user. 

This and other objects of the invention will be made 
apparent from the following description and the drawing 
froming a part thereof, wherein: 

FIG. 1 shows a longitudinal section through the case, 
with the end portions of the case shown in full; 

FIG. 2 shows a side elevation, partly in cross-section, 
of the top cap for the ease; 
FIG. 3 shows a side elevation of the bottom cap of the 

case; 
FIG. 4 shows a full cross-section through the top cap 

taken on lines IV—'IV of FIG. 2 of the drawing; and 
FIG. 5 shows a full cross-section through the case taken 

on lines V-V of FIG. 1. 
Referring now in detail to the drawing where like refer 

ence characters refer to like parts, the case \1 comprises a 
rigid body or sheath 2, top cap 3 and end cap 4. Prefer 
ably the sheath and caps are of generally elliptical shape 
to prevent rolling when placed upon a surface. 
The sheath 2, may be made of any suitable material, 

preferably an aluminum extrusion for light weight and 
economy of manufacture. The outer surface of the case 
is preferably anodized in any suitable color. The sheath 
is hollow and is provided with an interior lining of suitable 
protective material, such as felt. Such lining is indicated 
at '5 on FIGS. 1 and 5 of the drawing. The thermometer 
to be received in said sheath may be of any suitable shape, 
preferably as indicated in 'FIG. 5 as having a raised mag 
nifying central portion 6, side wings 7 and generally oval 
bottom portion 8. Such a thermometer is presently com 
mercially available. Such thermometer is customarily 
provided with a conventional mercury or spirit reservoir 
as at 9 and a head portion 10. The felt lining 5 is propor 
tioned so as to embrace the major portion of the body 
of the thermometer as well as the mercury reservoir. A 
clip 20 is provided for attachment to the pocket of the 
user. 
The rubber top cap 3 serves the dual function of posi 

tioning the thermometer within the case and providing a 
shock absorbing end on the case. The top cap 3, as 
shown in FIG. 2, comprises an elliptical tapering hollow 
end portion 11, elliptical straight portion l1?}, enlarged in 
termediate portion 13 and ?attened end portion 14. Por 
tion 14 preferably is provided with an aperture 15 for sus 
pending the thermometer from a cord or other support 
for convenience in taking temperature readings in cramped 
spaces. 
The end cap 4 of the sheath 1 comprises an elliptical 
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portion 16 for insertion into the sheath and an enlarged 
end portion ‘17. The end portion ‘17 preferably abuts the 
end of the sheath at 18 and has a rounded end 19'. The 
end cap 4 is of rubber and of relatively soft durometer to 
absorb shocks, should the thermometer case be dropped 
striking the end cap. 
When assembling the case, the top end of the thermom 

eter is inserted into the hollow end portion 11 of the cap 
3. The inner surfaces 11a and 11b are preferably slightly 
smaller than the exterior dimensions of the thermometer 
to provide a snug fit. The thermometer is inserted into 
cap 3 until the end abuts the wall of the cap. The cap 
3 and attached thermometer may then be inserted into the 
sheath 1 until the straight walled portion 12 is entirely 
within the sheath and the end of the sheath abuts the por 
tion 13 at 12a. The portion 12 preferably has several 
tapering projections 12b spaced about its periphery in— 
suring an engaging ?t between the sheath and cap requir 
ing a slight force to withdraw the cap and thermometer 
from the case. The end cap 4- may be inserted into the 
sheath before the thermometer is inserted. The portion 
16 has a snug ?t within the sheath and is inserted until 
the sheath end abuts the adjacent end portion '17. 
As clearly indicated in FIG. 1, the felt lining 5 prefer 

ably terminates short of the inner ends of the top and 
bottom caps and embraces the thermometer providing a 
resilient support against shock. 
When the thermometer is to be used, the top cap por 

tions 13 and '14 provide a ?rm grip for the ?ngers in with 
drawing the assembled cap and thermometer from the 
sheath. The presence of the top cap provides a con 
venient grip for handling the thermometer and the en 
larged size of the cap makes it inconvenient to lay the 
thermometer aside after use. Therefore, the natural 
thing to do ‘is to reinsert the thermometer and top cap into 
the sheath after each use. 

Should the assembled sheath and thermometer be laid 
to one side, after use, instead of being returned to the 
jacket pocket of the user, the generally elliptical shape 
prevents rolling about upon any surface on which it may 
be placed. 

Should the assembled sheath and thermometer acci 
dentally fall from the pocket or be knocked from a sur 
face upon which it has been placed, the thermometer has 
adequate protection ‘against breakage. The top and bot 
tom caps being of relatively soft rubber, normally will 
absorb any shock encountered. The top cap being in 
abutting engagement ‘with the adjacent end of the sheath, 
no movement of the thermometer longitudinally of the 
case will occur, should the top cap strike the ?oor or 
ground. The bottom cap, upon striking the ground first 
will likewise absorb shock. This bottom cap is also pre 
vented from further movement into the sheath as pre 
viously described. 

Having described the invention in its presently pre 
ferred form, it will be understood that the exact details 
of construction are for purposes of illustration, not limita 
tion, except as made necessary by the scope of the ap 
pended claim. 

I claim: 
In a shock protective industrial thermometer carrying 

case having a rigid hollow thermometer receiving sheath 
portion and resilient shock absorbing closures for each 
end thereof, a rubber-like thermometer receiving and han 
dling member forming one of said end closures and com 
prising, an elliptical intermediate portion engaging and 
extending laterally of the adjacent end of the said sheath 
portion, an inner extension on said intermediate portion 
freely received within said sheath, tapering projections 
spaced about the periphery of said inner extension adja 
cent said intermediate portion providing a wedging ?t 
within said sheath portion, said inner extension terminat 
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ing in an inwardly tapering hollow portion having an in 
ternal dimension smaller than the outer diameter of an 
end of a thermometer to be inserted therein, and an outer 
extension on said elliptical intermediate portion having 
a pair of ?attened opposite surfaces for ready suspension 
of the assembled member and thermometer in taking 
temperature readings. 

5 

4 
References Cited in the ?le of this patent 

400,717 
1,574,459 
1,595,350 
1,614,807 
1,947,175 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Tagliabue _____________ .._ Apr. 2, 1889 
Wilhelm ____________ __ Feb. 23, 1926 

McMillan ___________ __ Aug. 10, 1926 
Stewart ______________ __ Jan. 18, 1927 

Schneider ____________ __ Feb. 13, 1934 


