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3,099,“)! 
SUPPUR'I‘ DEVHIE 

William M. Burris, N. Main St. Extension, 
Andersen, S.C. 

Filed Apr. 24, 1959, Ser. No. 893,319 
5 Claims. (t'll. 45-82) 

This invention relates to devices for supporting score 
cards and like information material as on a table or the 
like and is particularly concerned with such a device of 
special construction for ready mounting, removal or shift 
ing with respect to the table. 

In its preferred embodiment the invention will be de 
scribed as a device for mounting score pads on \a bridge 
table, but ‘of course other uses are available. Essentially 
the device comprises a lower mounting portion adapted 
to ?t upon the table edge, [and an inclined pad supporting 
portion where the pad is placed in full view of the person 
seated ‘at the table. 

It is therefore the major object of the invention to pro 
vide a novel support device for ready mounting on and 
detachment from a bridge table or the like of simple 
frame construction and having a pad exhibiting platform 
above the table surface. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
rigid substantially integral frame support device formed 
at its lower end with a socket structure to fit upon a table 
edge and having an upper portion providing an inclined 
pad or like supporting platform. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
rigid frame support device having a lower U-shaped 
socket portion for mounting on a table edge and ‘an upper 
pad supporting portion that is inclined with respect to 
the socket portion. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novel 

rigid wire frame support device formed at its lower end 
with ‘a U-shaped mounting socket and having a pad sup 
porting portion inclined rearwardly from the open front 
end of the socket. 

Further objects of the invention will appear as the de 
scription proceeds in connection with the appended claims 
and the annexed drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a front substantially perspective view 

of a support device according to an embodiment of the 
invention shown in its intended position of use on a table 
illustrated in phantom lines; 
FIGURES 2, 3 and 4 are front elevational, side ele 

vational ‘and top plan views respectively of the support 
device of FIGURE 1 apart from the table; 
FIGURE 5 is a front substantially perspective view 

like FIGURE 1 but showing another embodiment of sup 
port device; 
FIGURES 6, 7 and 8 are-front elevational, side ele 

vational and top plan views respectively of the support 
device of FIGURE 5; 
FIGURE 9 is a front elevation of another form ‘of the 

invention wherein the socket is adjustable; 
FIGURE 10 is a section on line 1t}—1ti of FIGURE 9; 
FIGURE 11 is a fragmentary end elevation showing 

a modi?cation of the form of FIGURES 9 and 10; and 
FIGURES l2 and 13 are side and front elevations of 

an embodiment wherein the device is mounted on a table 
top. 

Referring to FIGURES 1-4 the support device 11 is a 
rigid wire frame ?tted over the edge of a table 12. The 
device v11 consists essentially of a bottom U-shaped socket 
portion 13 and an upper pad supporting portion 14. 
The socket 13 is formed of a single length of stiff but 

resilient wire bent intermediate its ends to form terminal 
nose 16 on the lower leg 17 of the U-shaped socket. Leg 
17 consists further of two substantially parallel arms 18 
extending rearwardly from nose 16. 
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At their rear ends arms 18 are turned upwardly sub 
stantially at right angles to provide side arms 19 of the 
socket bridge 21. At their upper ends arms 19 are turned 
forwardly substantially at right angles to form side arms 
22 of the upper socket leg 23 which is generally parallel 
to lower leg 17. 
Thus a resilient \U-shaped socket is provided having a 

forwardly open mouth 24- (FIGURE 3) and upper and 
lower spring legs 17 and 23. 
At their forward ends the arms 22 are turned upwardly 

and rearwardly so as to provide side-by-side arms 25 
lying in a plane (FIGURE 3) but slightly diverging in 
that plane from bottom to top (FIGURE 2). At their 
upper ends arms 25 are rigidly bridged by an arm 26 
welded thereto. If desired arm 26 may be an integral 
extension of one ‘arm 25 welded at its free end to the top 
of the other arm 25. The plane of arms 25 extends at 
a suitable angle, for example about 60°, to the plane of 
arms 22 and the dimensions are such as to locate arm 26 
substantially vertically ‘above the socket bridge 21 so as 
to provide a balanced structure. 
As shown in FIGURE 1 the arms 22 lie on the table 

when the device is used. A suitable distance above arms 
22, usually several inches, a cross bar wire 27 extends be 
tween arms 25 and therebeyond (FIGURE 2) at least as 
far ‘laterally outwardly as the upper ends of arms 25, and 
the outer ends 28 of bar 27 are turned forwardly at sub 
stantially right angles to provide parallel platform arms 
29 lying in the same plane which, as shown in FIGURE 
3, is perpendicular to the plane of arms 25 but tilted 
slightly with respect to the horizontal. 
Arms 29 are of equal length and at their outer ends 

are turned upwardly at about ninety degrees to provide 
equal length stop ?ngers 31. As shown in FIGURE 2, 
arms 29 and ?ngers 31 lie substantially in vertical planes 
containing the ends of bar 26. 

Preferably bar 27, arms 28 and ?ngers 31 are formed 
of an integral stiff wire welded onto yarms 25. Bridge 
arm 26 and cross bar 27 are parallel and lie in essentially 
horizontal planes. 

In use the device is ?tting over the edge of a table 12, 
with the resilient legs of socket 13 gripping top ‘and bot 
tom surfaces of the table. A usual rectangular score pad 
32 with the cur-rent score marked on the top sheet is laid 
upon the upper part of the device with its lower edge 
resting on arms 29 and forwardly con?ned by stop ?ngers 
21 and its rear side resting on arms 25 and 26. It will 
be noted that the base platform provided at 29 is laterally 
as wide as the upper part of the structure. Further, with 
reference to FIGURE 3 it will be seen that the rearward 
tilt of the upper part of the device locates the load of the 
pad in a position where it exerts a slight torque tending 
to increase the holding action of the socket on the table. 
A pencil 32 also may rest across platform arms 29. 

Preferably the wire surfaces of the socket and a short 
distance up arms 25 are suitably covered or coated with 
a smooth or cushion material at 30 that will not mar the 
table surface and in some cases provides a smooth fric 
tion grip on those surfaces. For example, cover 39 may 
be a tube of polyethylene or equivalent plastic threaded 
over the wire before bending. 
FIGURES 5—8 show another embodiment having a 

different socket structure to suit a variety of different 
table tops. The upper pad supporting portion 34- is es 
sentially the same ‘as in FIGURES 1-4 and similar parts 
are designated by similar reference numerals. 

In this embodiment, instead of arms 22 extending down 
and forwardly to de?ne the socket 33, arms 22 terminate 
and are bridged by a stiff resilient cross wire 35 parallel 
to bar 27. The outer ends of bar 35 are bent downwardly 
and outwardly to provide diverging curved equal length 
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side arms 36 lying in a substantially vertical plane at 
right angles to the plane of the upper socket leg. At 
their lower ends arms 36 are turned at right angles for 
wardly to provide short arms 37 in a plane de?ning the 
lower socket leg. Each arm 37 terminates in ‘a reversely 
bent portion 38, and the lower socket leg is only about 
one-half as long as the upper leg. 

‘The proportions are such that a plane containing arm 
26 and the bent ‘ends 28 of the lower socket arm sub 
stantially bisects the upper socket leg arms 22. 
The foregoing construction enables the lower socket 

arm to adapt itself to certain table structures not avail 
able to the earlier embodiment, and it provides a some 
what wider socket structure wherein the separate arms 
37 may ?t over table sections of different thickness while 
éetaining the upright relationship of the pad support plat 
orm. 

It will be appreciated that the device may be made of 
sheet metal instead of wire or partly of sheet metal and 
wire suitably fabricated. For example the pad and pencil 
mounting portion at the upper end consisting of cross bar 
27 and ?ngers 3-1, the upper ends of arms 25 above bar 
27 and the arm 26 may be replaced by a substantially 
J-shaped piece of sheet metal welded onto the arms 25. 

Further the socket structure may be such as to provide 
for adjustment to ?t different thickness table tops. One 
embodiment of such is shown in FIGURES 9—11. 

In FIGURES 9 and 10 the upper pad mounting ‘end of 
the structure is essentially a J-shaped panel of sheet metal 
41 having a rear wall 42 aligned with and welded upon 
the ends of arms 25' which are upward and rearward ex 
tensions of arms 22' of the upper socket leg. At its lower 
end wall 42 is forwardly turned to provide platform 43 
and then upwardly to provide stop ?nger 44, similar to 
the corresponding parts of the other embodiments. 

In this embodiment the rear portion of the socket is a 
U-shaped strip of stiff metal 45 having a bridge 46 welded 
across the ends of arms 25 ’ and downturned parallel arms 
47 which are longitudinally slotted at 48. Vertically slid 
able but non-rotatable in slots 48 are clamp members 
49 each comprising an abutment 51 larger than the width 
of slot 48, a threaded stud 52 on which is a nut 53‘ oppo 
site abutment 5‘1. The inner nose 54 of each member 
49 is upturned to engage the table region, and by resting 
arms 22’ on the table top and sliding members 49 up 
until noses 54 engage the table bottom \and then tighten 
ing nuts ‘531 the device is secured in position. This socket 
is not resilient. 
FIGURE 11 illustrates a variation of FIGURES‘ 9 

and 1-1 wherein the socket member 45' has a series of 
apertures 55 to receive the clamp members, rather than 
continuous slots 'as in FIGURE 9. 
FIGURES 12 and 13 illustrate an embodiment of the 

invention wherein the upper pad mounting portion is es 
sentially the same as in FIGURES 1—8 but wherein the 
lower portion, instead of being a socket, is formed to ?t 
into a recess on the table top. 

‘In this ‘embodiment arms 22 extend rearwardly as in 
the other embodiments in angular relation to the inclined 
pad support portion, but here the ends of equal length 
arms 22 are bent downwardly as shown in FIGURE 12 
and toward each other as shown in FIGURE 13. These 
diverging arms 56 provide a mounting portion 57 extend 
ing angularly downwardly from arms 22, preferably at a 
slight angle forwardly so that the plane of portion 57 is 
parallel to the plane of pad mounting portion 34. 

‘At their lower ends arms 56 come together in 1a round 
ed tip 58 which is preferably covered by a friction button 
59 of rubber or the like adapted to ?t into a smooth up 
wardly open socket recess 61 in the top of the table 62. 

Recess 61 may be a small diameter smooth cylindrical 

4 
thimble recessed into the table top, and when button 59 
is thrust into the device is held upright on the table. 
The invention may be ‘embodied in other speci?c forms 

without departing from the spirit or essential character 
istics thereof. The present embodiments are therefore 
to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not re 
strictive, the scope of the invention being indicated by 

. the appended claims rather than by the foregoing descrip 
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tion, and all changes which come within the meaning 
and range of equivalency of the claims are therefore in 
tended to be embraced therein. 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by United 

States Letters Patent is: 
1. A support for mounting on bridge tables and the 

like to prevent score pads or the like to the view of those 
about the table comprising 1a frame consisting essentially 
of a lower portion adapted to be attached to the table 
and a rigid upper pad or like article carrying portion, ’ 
said upper portion comprising downwardly converging 
frame side arms that are rigidly connected at their upper 
ends, an article mounting platform rigidly extending 
across the side arms near their lower ends and projecting. 
laterally therebeyon'd and terminating in forwardly ex 
tending arms, the lower ends of said side arms being 
rearwardly turned to provide generally horizontal arms 
and said side arms lying in a plane that is inclined at an 
acute angle to extend rearwardly of the juncture between 
said side arms and said horizontal arms, and means at 
taching the upper end of said table attachment portion 
to the rear ends of said generally horizontal arms. 

2. An article display support for detachable connec 
tion to a table or the like comprising a wire frame hav 

‘ ing ‘downwardly converging side arms lying substantially 
in a plane, an article platform mounted transversely 
across said arms, said arms being rearwardly bent below 
said platform to provide parallel substantially horizontal 
upper socket leg members lying substantially in a plane, 
a socket bridge rigid with the rear ends of said upper 
socket leg ‘members, and lower socket leg members ex 
tending forwardly from the bridge, said socket being for 
wardly open to embrace a table edge, the plane of said 
side Iarms being inclined upwardly and away from the 
open end of said socket and said platform being on the 
forward side of said frame arms. 

3. The support de?ned in claim 2, wherein said socket 
bridge and lower leg members are integral extensions of 
the upper socket leg members. 

4. The support de?ned in claim 2, wherein said socket 
bridge and lower leg members are formed of an integral 
length of metal rigidly secured across the rear ends of the 
upper socket leg members. 

5. The support de?ned in claim 2, wherein said plat 
form is a length of ‘metal rigidly secured to and extend 
ing laterally beyond said arms, and the outer ends of said 
length of metal are bent forwardly and then upwardly to 
support the lower end of the article to be mounted 
thereon. 1 
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