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This invention relates to a washing and bathing appli 
ance and more particularly concerns a combination wash 
sponge, soap holder, sponge holding strap and massager. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a washing 
and bathing appliance which can be wrapped and secured 
around the hand of a bather for washing various parts 
of the body, the appliance including a porous sponge, 
and a ?exible support for the sponge, the support having 
a pocket in which a piece of soap can be inserted for ap 
plying soap to the sponge. 

Another object is to provide a washing and bathing 
appliance as described having a strap removably secured 
by snap ‘fasteners to the sponge and soap support, for 
use by a bather in washing and scrubbing his back. 
A further object is to provide an appliance as de 

scribed with a removable massager. 
For further comprehension of the invention, ‘and of 

the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had 
to the following description and accompanying drawings, 
and to the appended claims in which the various novel 
features of the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying ‘drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a washing and bathing 

appliance embodying the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale taken 

on line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the appliance in folded 

condition for use as a washing device held in the hand. 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the appliance of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5—5 of 

FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a strap useful in hold 

ing the appliance. ' 
FIG. 7 is an edgewise elevational view of the appliance 

with attached belt. 
FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 are sectional views taken on lines 

8—8, 9-—9 and 19-19, respectively, of FIG. 7. 
FIG. ll is a perspective view of a massager device. 
FIG. 12 is an edgewise view of an assembly of washing 

appliance, strap and massager. 
FIG. 13 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 5 of the 

assembly of FIG. 12. 
Referring to the drawings, there is shown in FIGS. 

l—5, a washing andlibathing appliance 2% including a 
generally rectangular sponge 22 made of sponge rubber, 
plastic or other porous material. Secured to one side 
or" the sponge is a plastic backing sheet 24. The sheet 
is secured by a suitable adhesive 26 extending all around 
the margins of the sheet and leaving the center portion 
of the sheet ‘free from the sponge. The sheet has a longi 
tudinal slit 28 de?ning a pocket 30 into which a piece of 
soap 32 can be inserted. Instead of a piece of soap, the 
pocket 30 can be ?lled with powdered or liquid soap or 
detergent. The soap directly ‘contacts the rear side 23 
of the sponge. When the sponge is wet it dissolves the 
layer of soap contacting the side 23. As the sponge is 
manipulated in washing a part of a bather’s body, the 
soap lather passes through the sponge to the surface being 
washed. 
The sheet 24 has two elongated tabs 25'“, 25b extend 

ing outwardly of the sheet beyond both ends of the 
sponge. Tab 252 ‘carries 'a snap fastener member 34 hav 
ing two male elements or studs 35a, 35b extending out 
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2 
wardly of opposite sides thereof. Tab 25*’ carries a ?exible 
snap ‘fastener member 36 formed with opposing recesses 
38a, 38b. The tabs can be overlapped at their ends to 
engage stud 358L in recess 38*‘. This will provide a loop 
into which the bather can insert his hand for manipulat 
ing the appliance. Holes 33 in the tab permit the appli 
ance to be hung on a support when not in use. 

In order to use the appliance for washing a bather’s 
shoulders, back and other body parts not conveniently 
accessible, there is provided an elongated ?exible strap 
40 made of plastic, cloth, rubber or other suitable ma 
terial. This strap, as clearly shown in FIGS. 6-10, has 
two snap fastener members 42, 44 spaced apart longi 
tudinally of the strap and located near the center of 
the strap. Member 42 is a double male element having 
opposing studs 43a, 43”. One of these studs can engage 
in recess 38a of tab 25b. Member 44 is a ?exible double 
female element having double recesses 45*‘, 45'”, one of 
which can engage stud 35b of tab 25%. 

FIG. 7 shows the strap 49 engaged with the tabs 25*‘, 
25b, so that the bather can wash his shoulders and back 
with the sponge while applying soap thereto. 

FIG. 11 shows a massaging appliance 50 in the form 
of a ?exible strip 51 of rubber or plastic having corruga 
tions 52 formed at one side. The corrugations extend 
transversely across the strip. Snap fastener members 54, 
56 are located near opposite ends of the strip. Member 
54 is a double male element having studs 55a, 55b. Stud 
55a ‘can engage in recess 45*’ of the ‘member 44 on strap 
40 while member 56 is a ?exible, double female element 
having recesses 57%, 57", one of which can engage stud 
43b of the member 42 on the strap. When the parts are 
assembled as indicated in FIG. 12, the appliance can be 
used by the bather to wash his back with sponge 22. By 
turning the appliance over he can massage his back with 
the corrugated side of strip 51 while holding the appli 
ance by the free ends of strap 40. The massaging appli 
ance 50 can be removed if desired from the strap 40. 
Alternatively the strap 40 with massager 50 attached there 
to can be detached from appliance Zll and used inde 
pendently thereof. 

vIf the bather desires to use the massager 50 with appli 
ance 20 he can do so as shown in FIG. 13 by engaging 
stud 55a in the exposed recess 35b on tab 25b while the 
other stud 5'5b engages in recess 57a of member 56. The 
strip will then be wound around the sponge and its ends 
will overlap the overlapped ends of the tabs 25*‘, 25*’. 
This arrangement converts appliance 20 to use as a mas 
sager with sponge 22 serving as a resilient pad therefor. 
The appliance described thus is readily adaptable for 

a variety of uses by snapping di?ferent parts on and off 
the other parts as shown in the drawings. 

While I have illustrated and described the preferred 
embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood that 
I do not limit myself to the precise construction herein 
disclosed and that various changes and modi?cations may 
be made Within the scope of the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 
new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. A washing and bathing appliance, comprising a 
porous sponge having a ?at side, a ?exible sheet secured 
to margins of said side leaving a central portion of said 
sheet unattached to an adjacent central port-ion of said 
side, said sheet having a slit therein at the central portion 
thereof providing an opening for a detergent receiving 
pocket between the central portions of said sheet and 
side of the sponge, said sheet having tabs extending be 
yond said sponge at opposite ends thereof, fastener mem 
bers on ends of the respective tabs, a long ?exible strap, 
and further fastener members spaced apart at a central 
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portion of the strap detachably engaging the fastening 
members of the tabs respectively while the tabs overlay 
the strap and the sponge extends away from the strap, 
said strap having ‘free ends extending beyond the tabs 
respectively for grasping by a bather using the appliance. 

2. A washing, bathing and massaging appliance, com 
prising a porous sponge having a ?at side, 1a ?exible sheet 
secured to margins of said side leaving a central portion 
of said sheet unattached to an adjacent central portion 
of said side, said sheet having a slit therein at the central 
portion thereof providing an opening for a detergent 
receiving pocket between the central portions of said sheet 
and side of the sponge, said sheet having tabs extending 
beyond said sponge at opposite ends thereof, mutually 
engageable fastener members on respective ends of the 
tabs for forming the tabs into a loop to receive the 
hand of a person using the appliance, a ?exible strip jux 
taposed to the other side of the sponge, said strip having 
a corrugated outer side for massaging a body part, and 
further lfastener members at ends of said strip mutually 
engaged with each other and with one of the fastener 
members on one of the tabs, whereby the appliance may 
serve as a massaging device. 

3. A washing and bathing appliance, comprising a 
porous sponge having a ?at side, a ?exible sheet secured 
to margins of said side leaving a central portion of said 
sheet unattached to an adjacent central portion of said 
side, said sheet having a slit therein at the central por 
tion thereof providing an opening for a detergent receiv 
ing pocket between the central portions of said sheet and 
side of the sponge, said sheet having tabs extending be 
yond said sponge at opposite- ends thereof, and mutually 
engageable fastener members on respective ends of the 
tabs for forming the tabs into a loop to receive the hand 
of a person using the appliance, each of the fastener 
members being a ‘snap fastener element, one of said 
members having double studs extending in opposite di 
rections, the other of the fastener members having double 
recesses ‘opening in opposite directions. 

4. A washing and bathing appliance, comprising a 
porous sponge having a ?at side, a ?exible sheet secured 
to margins of said side leaving a central portion of said 
sheet unattached to an adjacent central portion of said 
side, said sheet having a slit therein at the central por 
tion thereof providing ‘an opening for a detergent receiv 
ing pocket between the central portions of said sheet and 
‘side of the sponge, said sheet having tabs extending be 
yond said sponge at opposite ends thereof, fastener mem 
bers on ends of the respective tabs, a ‘long ?exible strap, 
and further fastener members spaced apart at a central 
portion of the strap ‘detachably engaging the fastening 
members of the tabs respectively while the tabs overlay 
the strap and the sponge extends away from the strap, 
said strap having free ends extending beyond the tabs 
respectively for grasping by a ‘blather rusing the appli 
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ance, each of the fastener members on the tabs and 
strap being a snap fastener element, one of the fastener 
members on one of the tabs and one of the fastener 
members on the strap each having double studs extending 
in opposite directions, the other fastener member on the 
other tab and the other fastener member on the strap 
each having double recesses opening in opposite direc 
tions. 

5. A washing, bathing and massaging appliance, com 
prising a porous sponge having a ?at side, a ?exible sheet 
secured to margins of said side leaving a central portion 
of said sheet unattached to an adjacent central portion 
of said side, said sheet having a slit therein at the 
central portion thereof providing an opening for a deter 
gent receiving pocket between the central portions of said 
sheet and side of the sponge, said sheet having tabs 
extending beyond said sponge at opposite ends thereof, 
mutually engageable fastener members on respective ends 
of the tabs for forming the tabs into a loop to receive 
the hand of a person using the appliance, a ?exible 
strip juxtaposed to the other side of the sponge, said 
strip having a corrugated outer side for massaging a 
body part, and further fastener members at ends of 
said‘ strip mutually engaged with each other and with 
one of the fastener members on one of the tabs, whereby 
the appliance may serve as a massaging device, each of 
the fastener members on the tabs and strip being a snap 
fastener element, one of the fastener members on one 
of the tabs and one of the fastener members on the strip 
having double studs extending in opposite directions, 
the ‘other fastener member on the other tab and the other 
fastener member on the strip each having double recesses 
opening in opposite directions. 

6. A massaging appliance, comprising a long ?exible 
strap, said strap having a pair of fastener members spaced 
inwardly of opposite ends of the strap, and a ?exible strip 
having further fastener members at opposite ends thereof 
engaged with the respective fastener members of the strap 
to juxtapose the strip to the strap at a central portion 
thereof, said strip having an outer corrugated side for 
massaging a body part, each of the fastener members on 
the strap and strip being a snap fastener element, one of 
the fastener members on the strap and one of the fastener 
members on the strip each having double studs extend 
ing in opposite directions, the other one of the fastener ' 
members on the strap and the other one of the fastener 
members on the strip each having double recesses extend 
ing in opposite directions. 
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