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Filed Mar. 27, 1961, Ser. No. 98,413 

3 Claims. (c1. 312-6) 

This invention relates to a camper’s cupboard and has 
for an object to provide a storage device of this character 
that is adapted to be converted from a ?at-folded condition 
to a standing or hanging cupboard, as desired, or to a table 
or carrying litter, thereby providing a device that has con 
siderable ?exibility and facility of use. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a cupboard 
of the character above referred to that is enclosed, yet 
foldable without separation of the enclosure ‘from the 
structure. 
A further object of the invention is to provide, in a cup 

board of the type referred to, novel and improved support 
leg means that is quickly moved to one of several different 
positions according to the converted form of the cupboard. 

This invention ‘also has for its objects to provide such 
means that are positive in operation, convenient in use, 
easily installed in a working position and easily discon 
nected therefrom, economical of manufacture, relatively 
simple, and of general superiority and serviceability. 
The invention also comprises novel details of construc 

tion and novel combinations and arrangements of parts, 
which will, more fully appear in the course of the follow 
ing description and which is based on the accompanying 
drawings. However, said drawings merely show, and the 
following description merely describes, one embodiment 
of the present invention, which is given by way of illustra 
tion or example only. 

In the drawings, like reference characters designate 
similar parts in ‘the several views. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a convertible camper’s 

cupboard according to the present invention and shown 
in free-standing arrangement, a portion of an enclosure 
for the cupboard being omitted to clarify the showing. 

FIG. 2 is a broken side elevational view of the present 
structure converted into a table, the view showing an addi 
tional conversion to a litter. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged and fragmentary detail view of 
means to hold :leg means used in said structure in selected 
positions according to the converted positions of the cup 
board. 
FIG. 4 is a front elevational view showing the present 

camper’s cupboard in converted arrangement as a hanging 
or suspended structure, the enclosure of FIG. 1 being 
omitted. 
FIG. 5 is a broken bottom plan view of the device in its 

folded condition and particularly showing the support leg 
features. 
The present camper’s cupboard comprises, generally, 

foldable storage means 10, a ?exible, foldable enclosure 
11 for the storage means 10, means 12 for bracing the 
means 10‘ in erected position and movable from bracing 
position to a position serving as a hanger for the cupboard, 
means 13 to support the cupboard when in free-standing 
arrangement, to support the device when in ?at-folded 
form to produce a camper’s table, and to serve as litter 
supports, and means v14 to releasably lock said support 
means 13 in a selected position according to the converted 
position of the storage means 10. 
The storage means 10* is shown as a plurality of rec 

tangular members 20‘ in stacked relation so they will lie 
?at one on the other. The outer member 20a constitutes 
a top, the others, shelves for storing various items, such 
as food, dishes, utensils and the like. Said members 20 
are connected by ?exible, non-stretchable tapes 21 at the 
front, sides and rear, said tapes having any suitable ar 
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rangement, but providing at least one open side 22 in the 
means 10 for access to the interior thereof. By disposing 
some of the tapes so they are normal to the planes of the 
member-s 20 and the others to form diagonals, as can be 
seen in FIGS. 1 and 4, swaying displacement between the 
different members 20 is eliminated, particularly when the 
device is arranged as a. hanging storage cupboard. 

Said tapes 21 are tautened by the bracing means 12 
when the device is arranged as a free-standing cupboard 
and are-rendered ta-ut by the weight of the members 20 
when the same is arranged as a hanging cupboard. Yet 
the tapes readily fol-d to lie folded between adjacent mem 
bers 20 when the device is folded as in FIG. 2, for instance. 
The enclosure 11 is preferably formed to have end 

walls 23, a rear wall 24, front wall sections 25? that de?ne 
an opening which is in substantial register with the open 
side 22 above mentioned, and a closure ?ap 26 for said 
front wall that may be separably connected along the 
edges 27 to the front wall sections 25. The slide 28 sug 
gests a slide fastener connection that may be opened so 
that the ?ap 26 may be loosened and thrown back to ex 
pose the open side 22. By connecting the upper and 
lower edges of the enclosure walls to the marginal edges 
of the outer member 20a and the member v20 on the side 
opposite thereto, leaving only the lower end of the flap 
26> unsecured, the present cupboard is safely protected 
from disturbance by animals and some insects and par 
ticularly from the elements. Water-impervious canvas 
and the like may be used to form said enclosure. 
The means 12 is shown as a pair of similar bails, each 

having a hinge portion 29 extending across the outer face 
of outer member 20a, an opposite and parallel portion 
30 with a loop 31 formed therein for suspension pur 
poses, and connecting portions 32 for the portions 29 
and 30. Each bail has a generally rectangular form with 
the portions 29 and 30 somewhat longer than the front 
to-back depth of the storage means 10 and the portions 
29 longer than the extended height of the storage means. 
The above-described bails, by means of their portions 29, 
are connected by hinge ?ttings 33 inward of but adjacent 
to the opposite edges of the member 20a. Thus, the por 
tions 32 may lie along the outside, front and back of the 
storage means, as in FIG. 1, to bring the portions 30' be 
low the bottom of the storage means so that the bails may 
be separably connected to the support means 13, as will 
later be made clear. 
The two bails may be folded flat against the member 

20a, as in FIG. 2, and swung upwardly on their hinge 
?ttings 33, as in FIG. 4, when the device is converted into 
a hanging structure. In the latter case, the loops 31 en 
gage a support 34 so the storage means may hang. 
The means 13 is shown as two U-shaped support mem 

bers comprising legs 34 connected by portions 35, the 
latter portions being connected by hinge ?ttings 36 to the 
bottom of the lowermost shelf member 20. The portions 
35 are adapted to rotate so the legs may adjustably swing 
between positions parallel to the plane of said member 20‘, 
whether as in FIGS. 4 and 5 or the dot-dash lines of FIG. 
2, or normal to said latter member 20, whether as in FIG. 
1 or in the full line position of FIG. 2. 
As hereinbefore indicated, the braces of means 12 are 

connected to the legs 34 adjacent the corners where said 
legs join the respective portions 35. Suitable bolts with 
wing nuts 37 are here used for making such connections, 
thereby bracing the structure to the legs. 
The means 14 is used to lock the legs in one of the four 

adjusted positions thereof, as above described. Said 
means comprises a spring-biased detent '38 carried by a 
bracket 39 so as to enter holes 40 in portion 35 of each 
U-shaped support member. Said detents may be retracted 
manually by a pull on end 41 and the same project auto 
matically to enter the holes 40 that are in register there 
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with. By providing four holes 40, at 90° spacing in each 
member 35, the means 13 may be locked in desired posi 
tion according to the converted arrangement of the cup 
board. . 

T-ie members 42 may be used to hold the cupboard 
folded up either when stored or when the same is in use 
as a table or litter, as in FIG. 2. 

While the foregoing has illustrated and described what 
is now contemplated to be the best mode of carrying out 
the invention, the construction is, of course, subject to 
modi?cation without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. Therefore, it is not desired to restrict 
the invention to the particular form of construction illus 
trated and described, but to cover all modi?cations that 
may fall within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described this invention, what is claimed 
and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

l. A convertible camper’s cupboard comprising 
(a) a plurality of shelves with ?exible members extend 
ing between and connecting the shelves, 

(b) a pair of similar bails hingedly connected to one 
outer shelf inwardly spaced from the opposite ends 
of said outer shelf and adapted to be swung to a posi 
tion extended from said outer shelf to constitute a 
pair of hangers for said plurality of shelves while the 
portions of the ?exible members between the shelves 
suspend the respective shelves in spaced relation one 
beneath the other, 

(c) foldable legs mounted on the opposite outer shelf 
and movable between a position folded ?at against 
the latter shelf and an extended position to support 
said latter shelf, and 
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(d) means locking the bails to the legs after said bails 
are swung from their positions as hangers over and 
around the opposite ends of the plurality of shelves, 
threby constituting the bails braces supporting the 
upper shelf from the legs while said ?exible members 
hold the several shelves separated one from the other. 

2. A convertible camper’s cupboard according to claim 
1 in which means on the leg-mounting outer shelf is pro 
vided to lock the legs, when in support position, to the 
shelf on which they are mounted. 

3. A convertible camper’s cupboard according to claim 
1 in which the foldable legs are connected to the men 
tioned outer shelf adjacent the opposite ends thereof, the 
bails, when arranged as hangers, being inclined toward 
each other from their hinges and, when locked to the legs, 
being inclined‘away from each other to form downwardly 
diverging braces for the cupboard shelves. 
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