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This invention relates to loose-leaf binders and more 
particularly, to a novel front cover construction therefor. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
binder having a transparent front cover forming a sheet 
receiving pocket in which the fastening means for the 
binder are concealed without interfering with the func 
tioning thereof so as to provide a better appearing article. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide a loose 
leaf binder wherein the front cover thereof forms a trans 

1 parent sheet-receiving pocket and in which the fastening 
means for the binder are concealed and so positioned that 
a sheet may be inserted in the pocket without opening the 
fastening means or punching or similarly deforming the 
sheet. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a cover for 
a loose-leaf binder, which includes a transparent member 
having a fold at one edge thereof forming superimposed 
front and back portions providing an open sheet-receiving 
pocket and means formed integral with the front and back 
portions providing a fastener-receiving flap extending 
over a surface of the transparent member. 

It is further an object of the invention to provide a 
transparent cover for a loose-leaf binder by forming in 
tegral front and back transparent portions forming an 
open pocket therebetween adapted to receive a brochure, 
title sheet or other decorative sheet ‘and providing a 
fastener-receiving ?ap formed integral with the front and 
back portions and so disposed relative to the pocket that 
the brochure or like sheet is readily inserted therein with 
out deforming it to cooperate with the binder fasteners. 

‘It is still further an object of the invention to provide 
a binder having a cover member therefor which may be 
folded from one sheet of transparent material and is 
adapted to removably receive a brochure or the like, in a 
sheet-receiving pocket while providing a fastener-receiving 
?ap which is hidden from sight and separated from the 
interior of the pocket. 

Other objects and advantages will be apparent from 
the speci?cation and claims when considered in connec 
tion with the attached sheet of drawings, illustrating one 
form of the invention, wherein like characters represent 
like parts and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective elevational view of a loose~ 

leaf binder having the front cover thereof open and show 
ing the invention embodied in the front cover; 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view showing partially in dotted 
lines, the front cover of a loose-leaf binder embodying the 
concepts of the invention and having a sheet disposed 
therein; and 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the loose-leaf binder 
taken in the direction of the arrows 3-3 in FIG. 2. 

Referring now to the drawings for a more detailed de 
scription of the invention, in FIG. 1 a loose-leaf binder 10 
for removably binding a plurality of sheets 11 is shown, 
which includes a front cover 12, a back cover 13 and 
fastening means 14 for securing the front and back covers 
together with the sheets retained therebetween. 
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According to the invention, the front cover 12 com 

prises a transparent, preferably ?exible, member 15 which 
is folded as at 16 to provide superimposed front and 
back portions 17 and 18 respectively, forming between 
them an open sheet-receiving pocket 19. The front por 
tion 17 of transparent member 15 has its edge 20, directed 
away from fold 16, extending past the edge of back por 
tion 18 and folded back as at 21 to overlie the edge of 
the back portion. The front and back portions 17 and 18 
are folded around the edge of overlying portion 20' of 
front portion 17 to form a fastener-receiving ?ap 22 which 
is .adapted to extend over the surface of back portion 18. 
The ?ap 22 may be provided with a plurality of openings 
23 therethrough for receiving fasteners, as will be here 
inafter explained. 
By means of the present invention, as it is embodied in 

the front cover structure illustrated, the sheet-receiving 
pocket 19, which is adapted to receive brochures, title 
pages, advertising matter or other decorative sheet ma 
terial 24, is open and readily accessible so that the sheet 
material may be easily inserted therein and removed 
therefrom. The pocket is so positioned relative to the 
fastener-receiving ?ap 22 that the fasteners do not extend 
into the pocket and the sheet need not be punched or 
similarly deformed to receive the fasteners. It will be 
seen that the ?ap and fasteners are hidden from view 
when the sheet is disposed within the pocket, thus pre 
senting .a neat appearance in the ?nished binder. The 
transparent pocket, which extends completely across the 
face of the front cover of the binder and is adapted to 
receive sheets 24 of the size of the binder, by its ?exible 
nature is readily opened for the insertion of the sheet 
material therein. While the invention provides for the in 
sertion of sheets 24 in the pocket 19 to produce the desired 
effect or convey the desired information on the cover of 
the binder, it will be understood that other information 
or designs, such as name, titles or ‘addresses, etc., may be 
provided on the transparent member itself. 

According to the invention, one or both of the covers 
of loose-leaf binder 10 may be formed of transparent ma 
terial folded back upon itself to provide a sheet-receiving 
pocket, however in the illustrated form of the invention 
the back cover 13 comprises a cover member 25 of card 
board or similar material having an integral fastener 
receiving ?ap 26 at one edge thereof overlying the inner 
surface of the member. The ?ap 26, similar to the 
fastener-receiving ?ap ‘22 of the front cover, is provided 
with openings 23 through which the fasteners may be ex 
tended. While the fasteners 14 may be of .any type known 
to the art, in the illustrated form of the invention they 
are of the type wherein a bar 27, which supports the back 
of the binder, overlies the fastener-receiving ?ap of one of 
the covers between the ?ap and the cover member and 
has deformable legs 28 extending through the openings 
23. The legs 28 are adapted to be extended through 
punched openings in the sheets 11 and thereafter through 
the openings 23 in the fastener-receiving ?ap of the other 
cover member. ‘In this form of fastener, as is well known, 
a locking member engages the legs 28 and locks them in 
position between the ?ap and the cover member of the 
other cover. 

Thus, among others, the several objects and advantages 
of the invention as aforenoted are achieved. Obviously 
numerous changes in the structure may be resorted to with 



out departing from the spirit of the invention as de?ned 
by the claim. 

I claim: 7 

A loose-leaf binder including a front cover comprising 
a transparent member being folded to form superimposed 
front and back portions providing a sheet-receiving pocket 
having a closed edge, the side of said pocket opposite said 
closed edge having the edges of said portions folded back 
to form a flap extending below the lower surface of the 
back portion of the member to form a binding margin 
therefor; a back cover comprising a cover portion under 
lying said transparent member and having ?ap means 
underlying said front, cover ?ap, said ?aps having aper 
tures therein; and binder fastening means extending 
through the apertures in said front and back cover ?aps 
for retaining said ?aps relative one another, the side of 
the pocket extending between the closed edge and the 
folded edge forming the flap being open to enable a sheet 
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to be inserted into the pocket and extend for the full 
width of the pocket between said closed edge and folded 
edge whereby the sheet can be inserted without inter 
ference by said fastening means and said fastening means 
is concealed by said sheet. 
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