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This invention relates to dolls’ eyes and more particu 
larly to a tearing or weeping eye. ' 

It is an object of the invention to provide a tearing eye 
capable of eyeball motion so as to also perform the func 
tion of opening and closing as the doll is oriented. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a doll’s 
eye of simple and rugged structure and one which may be 
easily and economically manufactured. 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide a 
doll’s eye having mechanical movement of the eyeball 
while at the same time permitting liquid passage to effect a 
weeping action without in any way impeding the eyeball 
motion or functioning. 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a 
sleeping doll’s eye capable of a weeping function with only 
a minimum change in the structure necessary to produce 
a complete sleeping doll eye unit. 

I am aware that attempts have heretofore been made 
to effect a simulation of weeping for dolls’ eyes. Such 
simulation has generally taken the form of various ports 
through the doll face close to the eye and of providing vari 
ous passages for liquid access to the openings. Such 
prior inventions as described above and other types here 
tofore known are of complicated construction requiring 
multifarious passages to be specially made in conjunction 
with the doll face or with the eye itself and being in gen 
eral costly in manufacture as well as complex. In my 
present invention I eliminate all these drawbacks in a 
simple and novel manner. Speci?cally, my invention 
compriss providing a duct to the ?xed rear casing of a 
doll eye unit of the sleeping doll type whereby liquid 

' such as water may be led through the duct into the casing 
and thereafter permitted to exit around the eyeball by 
way of a clearance provided between the eyeball and 
the eye socket in which the eyeball is pivoted. I have 
found that this admirably serves the purpose of effecting 
a weeping function for a sleeping doll eye unit and al 
though very simple in concept makes the manufacture of 
such devices practical and economical. Thus, no change 
whatsoever is needed in the doll face since the weeping 
eye which I have invented contains all of the elements 
necessary to effect a weeping function for any face pro 
vided with conventional cavities for accommodating sleep 
ing doll eye units of conventional size. 
A detailed description of my invention will now be 

given in conjuncton with the appended drawing in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front view of a doll face showing a pair of 

doll eye units of the invention herein disclosed with tears 
issuing therefrom; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-section in elevation showing the mode 
of mounting a doll eye unit in a doll head; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged elevation in cross-section through 

a doll eye unit illustrating the principle of the invention; 
and 
FIG. 4 is a plan cross-section through 4—4 of FIG. 3. 
Referring now to the drawing, a doll head 10 is shown 

having the usual cavities 14 into which a doll eye unit 18 
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may be inserted. It will be appreciated that the eye unit 
may be inserted either from the front or the rear depend 
ing upon the design of the cavity 14. The unit itself 
consists of an eye socket 24 in which is pivoted an eye 
ball 28 at the trunnion 32 in conventional manner and 
having the actuating weight 36 for effecting a sleeping 
function. The socket and eyeball are preferably made of 
plastic with molded lash 40, the socket having a reinforc 
ing ring 44 which may be of metal, and an outer casing 
48 which presses on the peripheral margin of the socket 
to hold it in compression against ring 44, thus providing 
a strong joint. 

Casing 48 is of generally frusto-concial shape as shown 
having a rear wall 52 which is apertured to receive a 
metallic connecting tube 56 having a flange 58 engaging 
the inner surface of wall 52 and being inwardly crimped 
at 60 on diametrically opposing sides whereby a pair of 
diametrically opposed bulges, such as 64 as shown in 
FIG. 4, is formed by the deformity of the metal which 
bulges secure the connecting tube 56 to the casing in a 
rigid manner. Flexible tubing 68 is slipped over the con 
necting tube to form a duct leading to any suitable water 
supply of known type so that when the doll is squeezed 
or other means utilized for applying pressure to the water, 
it will be forced through the tube and into the eye itself. 
Inasmuch as the eyeball is provided with a certain de 

gree of clearance with respect to the eye socket in order 
to permit free pivoting, such clearance is taken advantage 
of to permit the water forced under pressure into the eye 
to leak out at the front in the areas designated at A and B 
in FIG. 3 or C in FIG. 4. As a matter of fact, merely 
?lling the eye with water for a portion of vertical height 
is su?‘icient to cause leakage at A, no particularly strong 
pressure being required. In other words, leakage at B, 
which is above the lash, is not essential but can be ef 
fected if desired. Inasmuch as it is normal when a hu 
man eye is tearing to have the tears drip from the 
lower portion of the eye, the leakage at A produces a very 
natural effect. Further, it is obvious that the eye unit 
itself forming a small reservoir for the water, sustained 
weeping can be achieved without pressure actuation of 
the water supply, so long as the water level within the eye 
is higher than the crevice between the socket and the eye 
ball at the area A. It will also be noted that if the doll 
be tilted forward such water level is automatically raised 
to continue the leakage. Likewise, it will be noted that 
weeping is automatically stopped if the doll be placed 
face up. From the foregoing it will be appreciated that 
control of the weeping can be effected by orienting of the 
doll by virtue of the supply of water within the eye 
without applying pressure to the water supply. 
Having thus described my invention, I am aware that 

various changes may be made without departing from the 
spirit thereof and accordingly I do not seek to be limited 
to the precise illustration herein given except as set forth 
in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a tearing eye doll, a unitary housing comprising a 

front shell and a rear casing joined to said front shell, a 
hollow, open-backed eyeball pivotally mounted within 
said housing, said front shell having an aperture and said 
eyeball being visible through said aperture and having 
leakage clearance exteriorly with the interior of said hous 
ing and with said aperture whereby liquid within said hous 
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ing may leak around said eyeball and out of said hous 
ing through said aperture to effect simulated tears, said 
hollow eyeball forming part of a reservoir for liquid ' 
wherein said reservoir includes portions of said front 
shell and said rear casing, including means connected to 5 
said rear casing for effecting ingress of liquid from a liq 
uid supply. 

2. In a tearing doll eye as set forth in claim 1, said in 
gress means comprising a tube element connected directly 
to said rear casing and having a length sufficient to extend 10 
through the neck of a doll into the body therein. 
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